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PETS: Nearly 50 animals find a home for the holidays

Vivien is one of several animals available for adoption at the Tehama County Animal Care Center.
(Contributed)
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Theodor ―Dr. Seuss‖ Geisel wrote in How the Grinch Stole Christmas, ―Maybe Christmas, he thought,
doesn‘t come from a store. Maybe Christmas…perhaps…means a little bit more!‖ Having just been a
part of a wondrous three-day adoption event, called Home for the Holidays put on by The Tehama
County Animal Care Center and PETS, or Providing Essentials for Tehama Shelter, I, like the Grinch,
saw that true Christmas gifting is without a price tag and comes straight from the heart.
In addition, noted columnist Harvey Mackay once said, ―None of us got to where we are alone. Whether
the assistance we received was obvious or subtle, acknowledging someone‘s help is a big part of
understanding the importance of saying, ‗thank you.‘‖ Most of us like to hear someone thank us for what
we do. Being appreciated is one of the things in life that truly motivates us. By giving a simple ‗thank
you‘ to someone, especially if it is not expected, shows our appreciation and conveys our gratitude for
their efforts, whether they are big or small. Even more than that, it is a sign of respect to the person who
helped in some manner. It is an indication that they are not taken for granted and, most of all, it is an
acknowledgement that as an individual they matter to someone. When we fail to appreciate one
another, we become like the Grinch, with our hearts ―two sizes too small.‖
The adoption event, despite inclement weather, was a success. In just three days, a total of 49 animals
were adopted and 9 animals were returned to their owners. It was an amazing feat for such a small
shelter. All the people involved who were responsible for this outstanding result deserve an extremely
large ―thank you‖ and commendation for work well-done.

Thank you, to the entire committed staff of the Tehama County Animal Care Center who, as the steady
stream of pets arriving continued with a fervor that was nearly overwhelming and relentless, ensured
that those already there had not only all their basic needs fully met, a clean environment where they
could lay their heads safely, but that they were also shown the affection and compassion many had
never experienced before. The animals adopted were ready to go to their forever loving homes because
of TCACC‘s efforts. The staff who deserve to be recognized for all their efforts are: Christine McClintock,
Lisa Bramley, Shawnee Winterson, Marisela Mendoza, Samantha Milton, Kimberly Smith, and
Kristopher Scott.
Thank you to the devoted volunteers who took valuable time from their own holiday preparations and
family to donate hours of effort to ensure that all the animals housed at TCACC would have the best of
possibilities for longer, better lives. Their enthusiasm and continued commitment is appreciated more
than my mere words could ever express. Special thanks is due to: Sharon Russell, Nellie Barber,
Clarissa Ortner, Everett McDonough, Stacy Dennett, Tammy Pitkin, Lew Beitz, Marnie Beitz, Randy
Willey, Jack Tyrell, Nanci Souza, Colleen Lewis, Nichole Bethurem, Michael Bethurem, Danielle Moran,
Susan Murdoch, Gerry Reyes, Estella Reyes, Elly Reyes, Amanda Gradney, Karlee Smith, and Fred
Casey. If I did forget to mention anyone, please accept my sincerest apology for the oversight.
Thank you to Max & Neo Dog Gear, who contributed leashes and collars so all the pups could go home
with something new to wear. To the Walmart Distribution Center whose donations allowed us to fill the
Christmas stockings with an assortment of toys, food, and treats, so all the animals and adopters could
have a little something to start their new life together. To the UC Davis William R. Pritchard Veterinary
Medical Teaching Hospital and Valley Veterinary Clinic for the surgical and medical contributions made.
Plus, I cannot forget to thank the members and supporters of PETS, without whose generous support
and donations we could not have provided the funds for Home for the Holidays to occur.
Lastly, but not least, the largest thank you goes to everyone who opened their hearts and their homes to
welcome a frightened, homeless animal into it. Many of us, during these few days, helped people find a
new friend amid the din of the shelter and, during our efforts, I believe we all learned a great deal about
the expansiveness of the human heart. To again quote Dr. Suess, ―Christmas will always be as long as
we stand heart to heart and hand in hand.‖ For this writer, it was a lesson about the season.
Through the diligence, generosity and teamwork of many, comfort, peace and joy came to a vast
number of the abandoned and abused who would not have otherwise had a promising future. The
people who stood heart to heart and hand in hand are the embodiment of what Christmas truly means.
They personified the qualities of benevolence and gentleness. They gave time, monies and pieces of
their hearts without expectation. They shared themselves and gave love where none had been before.
They provided hope and light in a dark world. They offered compassion to ease the ravages of cruelty.
And, like our beloved Grinch, they often ―found the strength of ten Grinches, plus two.‖
Yes folks, Christmas this year at the shelter didn‘t come from a store. This year, Christmas meant a little
bit more.
Ronnie Casey is vice president of PETS — Providing Essentials for Tehama Shelter. She can be reached at
rmcredbluff@gmail.com. For more information about PETS, visit petstehama.org.

PETS: Help a stray find a home for the holidays

Marble, a Blue Lacy, arrived at the Tehama County Animal Care Center Nov. 14. (Contributed)
By RONNIE CASEY | December 14, 2019 at 3:45 am

Each year, at the start of the Christmas season, I watch ―The Muppet Christmas Carol.‖ I highly
recommend all Scrooges do the same. Not only is it one of the best feel good movies around, the music
is delightful. In the song ―It Feels Like Christmas,‖ some of the lyrics are, ―It is the season of the heart, A
special time of caring… It‘s all the ways that we show love, that feel like Christmas.‖
While pets with homes receive an abundance of gifts and love during the holiday season, their shelter
equivalents often go without. During this special time of caring, why not give the gift of love to these
often forgotten and ignored homeless animals? I can guarantee that if you do, it will feel like Christmas.
For the past six years, PETS and the Tehama County Animal Care Center have made it their goal to get
these pets of the Center a home for the holidays. Since 2013, more than 300 animals were placed in
homes during these three-day holiday adoption events, thanks to the very concerted efforts of staff,
volunteers, and numerous businesses and individuals who contributed in one form or another. Like the
past six Decembers, everyone involved hopes this will be the year the shelter is emptied.
Beginning, at 10 a.m. on Thursday, Dec. 19 until 4:30 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 21, during this year‘s ―Home
for the Holidays‖ adoption event, every dog will be $25 or less, every cat older than four months will be
free and every kitten will be $10. All spay, neuter and rabies vaccination fees for dogs and cats will be
paid for by PETS and the center will again be reducing their regular adoption fees to make this possible.
In addition, if one of the amazing residents does get adopted, a stocking filled with treats and toys will be
given to hang with the other members of their new family.
As I stated, the ultimate hope is that each shelter pet has a Home for the Holidays. For some, the dream
will not come true. For those left behind, a little kindness from you can warm their cold, dismal days.
While most of us would love to provide something, it can be difficult. However, doing just one small thing
can make a huge difference in their desolate lives.
The easiest and cheapest way is to spread the word about them. You can distribute fliers for the
adoption event, or information about current adoption-ready animals in retail stores, veterinarian offices

and various other businesses. Doing this has the potential to bring them one step closer to getting their
forever family. If you can share a selfie, then you can share an adoptable pet profile on social media.
Facebook, Twitter, Pinterest, Instagram, to name a few, are excellent ways to help advertise the animals
needing homes.
If you have a car, help the Animal Care Center get animals to rescue facilities. By being willing to
transport, you have the ability to increase their chances for adoption. It also frees up space at the shelter
so another pet in need can have a safe place during the cold winter months. By helping one in this way,
you are actually helping two animals in need.
The Tehama County Animal Care Center‘s staff can use a great deal of help exercising and socializing
the animals. For as little as thirty minutes, once a week, taking a dog for a walk or playing with a cat will
have the huge benefit of getting them ready for their new home. Working with the dogs to get them to
understand basics like sit, down, and leash-walking contributes to making them more desirable to
potential adopters or rescues. The extra benefit is that the animals absolutely adore the attention.
If you are throwing a holiday party, perhaps you could ask your guests to bring something to donate, like
special treats or something comfortable that animals can lay on. The shelter has a wish list and by
providing even one small item on it, brings a modicum of ―comfort and joy‖ to the animals. If you have
the time and energy, take the action one step further and organize a donation drive, bake sale, raffle, or
other fundraising events. Anything raised can be designated for a specific animal or use.
Fostering may not be thought of as an ―easy‖ way to help, but it is considered one of the most vital
things you can do. Temporarily opening your home to a disadvantaged animal and providing the care
and love it needs truly represents the best of holiday spirit. It can also provide you with one of the most
rewarding experiences you may ever know.
Another stanza from the song mentioned above is,‖ A cup of kindness that we share with another, A
sweet reunion with a friend or a brother, In all the places you find love, It feels like Christmas‖. Why not,
this holiday season, share a cup of kindness with those less fortunate? When you do, it will feel like
Christmas. After all, it is the season of the heart.
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On Sunday, Dec. 7, 1941, at 7:55 a.m., Japanese fighter planes zoomed in without warning and
attacked Hawaii‘s Pearl Harbor naval base on the island of Oahu. On that date, a total of 2,403
Americans died and 1,143 were wounded.
President Franklin Delano Roosevelt would later call it, ―a date which will live in infamy.‖ The US Navy
suffered a terrible blow to its Pacific Fleet. Almost half of the total casualties (1,177) occurred when the
USS Arizona sank. However, other U.S. Army, Navy, Army Air Force, and Marine Corps facilities across
the length and breadth of Oahu also incurred incredible death and destruction. The attack galvanized
the nation‘s support for involvement in the war and, on Dec. 8, the United States entered the Second
World War.
During acts of war, armies often enlisted the aid of non-humans. In past conflicts, horses, elephants, and
camels, to name a few, hauled supplies; pigeons delivered messages; and dogs tracked enemies.

These efforts not only helped many soldiers, but also changed the course of numerous battles. World
War II was no different. Military forces employed thousands of animals during the horrendous six-year
conflict. In addition to the previously named animals, oxen, cows, reindeer, mice, bats, even the lowly
spider were drafted into the military of both the allies and axis powers. From the last mounted cavalry
charge of the U.S. Army to the over 36,000 homing pigeons deployed overseas, animals had a
significant impact on military operations during the Second World War.
They were found in every theater of the war. Whether it was in the European Theater, the
Mediterranean, African and Middle East Theater or the Pacific Theater, their heroism, hard work, and
innate skills aided the military. They were the soldier‘s comrades-in-arms and companions as they
entered battle, fighting alongside to protect, transport, communicate, and sustain morale.
Some 20,000 dogs served the U.S. Army, Coast Guard, and Marine Corps., many of which were
donated by this country‘s citizens. The U.S. Marine Corps used the dogs in the Pacific theater to help
take islands back from Japanese occupying forces. During the 1944 liberation of Guam, in addition to
the U.S. soldiers who gave their lives for it to occur, 25 canines from the 2nd and 3rd War Dog platoons
made the ultimate sacrifice, forever immortalized by the Guam War Dog Memorial. The Coast Guard
used almost 2,000 dogs and handlers to cover the Eastern and Western coasts of the U.S., to protect
against spies and saboteurs entering the country by submarine.
Although the Second World War is thought of as the first all-mechanized war, horse units were widely
used by the armies of almost all the nations. The last remaining US cavalry regiment to serve was the
26th Cavalry (Philippine Scouts), on Corregidor. Its 250 horses and 48 baggage mules met their end on
March 15th, 1942, not in any battle, but slaughtered for food for the then starving U.S. and Philippine
army. During the war, the Germans used over two and a half million horses and mules and the Red
Army almost three million.
However, pack mules had a greater value due to their ability to negotiate rugged terrain inaccessible to
vehicles and horses. This fact was proven in the mountains of Italy, Greece, the Balkans and the dense
island jungles and high mountains of the Pacific. By the fourth year of the war, there were almost 10,000
mules in the U.S. Army.
The Army Signal Corps had over 3,000 soldiers and 150 officers assigned to the U.S. Military Pigeon
Service, to care for over 54,000 military pigeons. The pigeons were used in every combat theater, and
saw service with ground troops, on submarines, in bombers and within the intelligence service.
Countless soldiers owed their lives to these flying warriors. G.I. Joe Pigeon, USA43SC6390, was the
most famous American pigeon of the war and was awarded the PDSA Dickin medal in August 1946.
The citation reads: ―This bird is credited with making the most outstanding flight by a USA Army Pigeon
in World War II.
World War II had many who served, yet not all were human. During this Pearl Harbor Remembrance
Day, let us also remember the unflinching loyalty and unbelievable courage of those non-human
―soldiers‖. For those that are interested in learning more about the animals that served, I would like to
suggest the following: ―Loyal Forces: The American Animals of World War II‖ by Toni M. Kiser and
Lindsey F. Barnes, ―Buddies: Heartwarming Photos of GIs and Their Dogs in World War II‖ by L.
Douglas Keeney, ―War Animals: The Unsung Heroes of World War II‖ by Robin Hutton, and ― Always
Faithful: A Memoir of the Marine Dogs of WWII‖ by William W. Putney.

PETS: Laughter and pets, which is the best medicine?
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How often have we heard laughter is the best medicine? While a sense of humor and a good belly laugh
cannot cure everything, data significantly show that laughter has some wonderful effects.
Laughter reduces stress, anxiety, and depression, strengthens the immune system, and aids in
providing pain relief. When we laugh, we rise above our troubles and, by pursuing opportunities to
increase our laughter, we can improve our emotional health, strengthen our relationships, and even add
years to our lives.
One of my favorite quotes is by author Michael Pritchard: ―You don‘t stop laughing because you grow
old; you grow old because you stop laughing.‖ Apparently, there is scientific accuracy behind that adage.
There has been a great deal of research regarding naturally occurring laughter. It has been determined
that laughter occurs most often when prompted spontaneously by ―something the individual or someone
else said or did or something that happened to the individual or someone else.‖ In addition, it occurs
most often in social settings, rather than when alone. Understanding that there is a social element to
laughter, and our tendency to see pets as extensions of our family, it is not surprising that not only would
we laugh in their presence, but that they would be the reason we laugh.
If you have ever had a pet, you already know how much fun and affection they bring, but there are also
many mental and physical health benefits of having one, too. Pet guardians are at reduced risk of heart
disease, suffer fewer instances of depression, and are less likely to suffer from high blood pressure and
high cholesterol. Pets also play an instrumental role in making us giggle, and we know that laughter is
one of the easiest ways to trigger the release of endorphins, the body‘s natural feel-good chemical.
A couple of studies have examined whether our pets influence how often we laugh. One was by Robin
Maria Valeri, of the Department of Psychology at St. Bonaventure University, entitled ―Tails of Laughter:
A Pilot Study Examining the Relationship between Companion Animal Guardianship (Pet Ownership)
and Laughter.‖ One result from the limited study suggested that dog owners, whether they owned only
dogs or both dogs and cats, laughed more frequently than non-owners of pets. This is not shocking
news. Whether it is a dog is running amuck with his favorite ball or it is a cat chasing mysterious
shadows, all pet owners know that our pets tickle our funny bone.
However, have you ever wondered if your dog is doing something just to make you laugh? Or, do you
think your cat is laughing at you (which I would swear mine do on many occasions)? Is it just our
imagination or do pets actually have a sense of humor?
In the brain, the centers responsible for laughter are in parts of the cerebral cortex that are present in
many animals, thus causing scientists to believe that the ability to laugh is not unique to humans.
Animals, in their opinion, have similar ways of expressing joy. In the book ―Affective Neuroscience: The
Foundations of Human and Animal Emotions,‖ neuroscientist and psych biologist Jaak Panksepp
argued that many animals also know how to laugh. It had already been found that rats emit a high
frequency chirping sound when chasing each other and play fighting. When Panksepp began tickling the
bellies of rats, ultrasonic detectors picked up the same chirping sound. In addition, the rats would
eagerly chase the researcher‘s fingers to be tickled some more.
As the study of animal emotions expanded, the idea that laughter was an emotional expression found
only in humans was called into question. The Nobel Prize winning ethnologist, Konrad Lorenz, in his
book ―Man Meets Dog‖, suggested that dogs are indeed capable of laughing. Animal behaviorist
Patricia Simonet, in 2001, conducted research on vocalizations made by dogs. She found that, ―During
play encounters dogs vocalize using at least four distinct patterns; barks, growls, whines…and a

pronounced breathy forced exhalation.‖ She determined this sound to be laugh-like because it was the
only one of these vocalizations uttered exclusively during play. In addition, Dr. Liz Stelow, behavior
specialist at the UC Davis School of Veterinary Medicine, stated that this play-pant is often accompanied
by an expression of ―lips pulled back, tongue out, and eyes softly closed‖, something we would call a
―dog smile‖.
Though research is not readily available, it is generally believed that not only are cats unable to smile,
they cannot laugh either. But no matter what anyone says, I personally believe cats do have their own
unique sense of humor. It just happens to be a very dry and a somewhat wicked sense of humor.
We may never learn whether pets truly have a sense of humor or know without a doubt that animals can
laugh. However, we do know that laughter is the best medicine, and our pets give us plenty to chuckle
about. I don‘t know about you, but I wouldn‘t trade any of their funny antics for the world.

PETS: Table scrap heaven can lead to serious risks
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I do not know about you, but from now through the New Year is my favorite time. Not only are there
multiple festivities, beautiful decorations, an increase of ―good will‖ towards our fellow man, but there is,
to repeat some famous lyrics from the musical ―Oliver,‖ ―Food, glorious food… Oh food. Magical food.
Wonderful food. Marvelous food.‖
I think you will agree that Thanksgiving is the kick-starter for this amazing time of year. While it is
wonderful to enjoy the company of family and friends, it is also an occasion to enjoy a bounty of
delicious, tantalizing foodstuffs. Additionally, it is a period when people simply cannot resist sharing part
of this abundant feast with their pets which, as far as pets are concerned, is ―table scrap heaven.‖
There is no doubt that with soulful eyes and pathetic looks, these furry beings will be by your side
begging until you share some of that wealth of flavor. While all those goodies are quite delectable to us,
some can be extremely problematic for our canine or feline family members. Let‘s face it, none of us
wants to spend the holiday speeding to a veterinary emergency clinic, so I would like to offer a few
helpful tips to keep your pets safe, and you happy, during this upcoming holiday season.
One of the best parts about Thanksgiving, for me, is that delectable turkey, smothered in rich creamy
gravy. Unfortunately, turkey skin can be hard to digest for some pets. In addition, fatty trimmings and
gravies can cause our pets to have diarrhea or vomiting in a best-case scenario. Worst case would be
that it could cause a possible life-threatening inflammatory condition of the pancreas known as
pancreatitis. If you feel the overwhelming need to share your meal, then take the skin off and consider
feeding the blander, easier to digest white meat in bite-sized pieces. Be prudent with the gravy, too.
Think about substituting some of the clear turkey broth instead of utilizing the finished, buttery gravy.
Also, whether your holiday feast consists of turkey, goose, or roast beast from Whoville, do not give the
bones as a treat. Both raw and cooked poultry bones can splinter when eaten and get caught in the
pet‘s throat, causing him to choke. In addition, the shards can also cause serious punctures or a
blockage in in your pet‘s intestine.
Have we talked stuffing yet? That scrumptious melding of fragrant and delicious ingredients is a toxic
cornucopia for dogs and cats. The mushrooms, onions, chives, garlic, scallions, sage, and pepper we
typically use in our mixtures can be quite harmful to our pets.

Every meal usually has a side dish, and a Thanksgiving dinner is not an exception. While green beans
are a first-rate nosh for dogs, green bean casserole isn‘t. You are just asking for trouble with Fido if you
give him those beans along with the creamy mushroom soup and fried onions. The same advice goes
for candied yams or sweet potatoes. The plain potato is fine, but you will not want to give it to your furbuddy with all the butter, brown sugar, and marshmallows. While you might find cranberries as an
ingredient in some commercial pet foods, be aware that cranberry sauce, whether home-made or the
store-bought kind, contains large amounts of sugar. In addition, the homemade type may contain
additives like raisins, nuts or certain spices that are harmful to pets.
Holiday meals would not be the same without a tasty array of bread, pastries, desserts and candies.
You can bet those little noses sniffing the air are thinking the same thing, too. Please do not allow your
pet access to raw yeast bread dough. When a dog or cat ingests the dough, the yeast converts the
sugar to carbon dioxide gas and alcohol. This can result in an intoxicated, bloated pet. While being
drunk may be acceptable behavior for the ―black sheep‖ of the family, for your feline or canine
companion it can become a life-threatening emergency. Also, keep pet noses out of cake batter and
cookie dough. They usually contain raw eggs, which can carry salmonella bacteria that may cause food
poisoning. We should all know by now that chocolate can be toxic to dogs and cats, so be sure to keep it
out of sight and reach. While veterinarians often recommend feeding pumpkin to settle a pet‘s digestive
system, the pies or desserts made with it often contain nutmeg and cinnamon, which are also harmful.
Even though you have finished your meal and pushed away from the table, do not think your pet is
done. These furry rascals will be brazen enough to snatch food off the counter or table and out of the
trash when you are not looking. They are quick and quite resourceful. Be sure to keep garbage securely
fastened and all food items put away. If they get into the garbage, for them it will be like hitting the
mega-million jackpot. For you, the results could possibly break the bank or your heart.
Happy Thanksgiving. All of us at PETS hope you and your furry friends have a wonderful, safe day.
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While heart disease is the number one leading cause of death in the United States, cancer follows
closely as the second most prevalent cause. It also holds the rank of second-place worldwide. All of this
may not come as a surprise to you. However, it may surprise you to know that according to The
Veterinary Cancer Society, cancer is the leading cause of death found in 47% of dogs, especially those
over the age of ten, and 32% of cats.
Cancer is a six-letter word that strikes fear in all of us. Some of us have battled it ourselves, or have
fought it alongside family members or with dear friends. It seems that no one is impervious to it.
Whenever a person learns that they, or a loved one, have cancer it is a devastating feeling. That feeling
is no different when a guardian learns the same diagnosis about a cherished pet. November is ―National
Pet Cancer Awareness‖ month and is the perfect time to learn more about this disease.
Pets of any age can develop it, but the disease is typically more common in adult and older animals. In
addition, certain breeds of dogs have a higher incidence of some types of cancers. For example, the risk
of lymphoma increases in Boxers, Mastiffs, Basset Hounds, St. Bernards, Scottish Terriers, Airedales
and Bulldogs. It is not typically recognized that certain breeds of cats are at an increased risk for cancer,
however white varieties of certain cat breeds are more prone to squamous cell carcinoma, usually on
their ears and face. Like humans, the most common cause of this is excessive exposure to sunlight.

There are over 100 types of cancers in dogs, with mast-cell tumors being the most common. In cats, the
most common cancers are leukemia and lymphoma.
Early detection is crucial. Even though a tumor or growth may not be cancerous, it is important for a
guardian to seek the advice of their veterinarian if they notice any lumps or bumps. Regular check-ups
are also advisable to detect those cancers that may not be as readily apparent. In addition to being
aware of a lump or bump that is changing in color, size or texture, guardians should also be on the lookout for the following signs or symptoms.
A change in the pet‘s appetite or weight may signal something is amiss. If the pet is losing weight and
has not changed its diet or the quantity consumed, it is worth a trip to the veterinarian. A belly that
becomes enlarged quickly, with a bloated appearance, may be indicative of a mass in the abdomen.
Other significant issues to be on the lookout for are: unexplained bleeding or discharge, that is not
related to trauma, from any bodily orifice; unexplained persistent vomiting or diarrhea; a dry, nonproductive cough; difficulty breathing (Dyspnea); shortness of breath or rapid breathing (Tachypnea). In
large or giant-breed dogs, unexplained lameness might be a sign of bone cancer.
Oral tumors do occur in pets. A pet may have difficulty in chewing and swallowing, and you may notice
that they will prefer something softer to eat, rather than the hard kibble. You may also detect an
unusually strong, foul odor emitting from the pet. Be aware that these are also indicative of dental
disease so, either way, a trip to the veterinarian is in your pet‘s best interest.
Lymph nodes are located throughout the body and, when they are enlarged, they can indicate a
common form of cancer called lymphoma. Most of the time, lymphoma in dogs appears as ―swollen
glands‖ that can be seen or felt under the neck, in front of the shoulders or behind the knee. Guardians
should some spend time petting and exploring their pet‘s body on a regular basis. Not only does the pet
adore the extra attention, it is also one of the best ways to notice any bumps that might be a sign of
early onset lymphoma or some other health problem.
Dogs and cats get breast cancer, too. In fact, breast cancer is the most common tumor in female dogs,
and the third most common tumor in female cats. With this being known, the most important thing a
guardian can do to reduce the risk is to spay their dog or cat prior to its first heat cycle. It has been
documented that cats spayed prior to 6 months of age had a 91% reduction in risk of developing breast
cancer compared to those not spayed. The numbers are equally impressive for dogs.
In many cases pet cancer is treatable and, due to advances in veterinary medicine, there are more
options for treating our beloved pets, which will help improve not only their length of life but also its
quality. Treatment will vary according to the type and progression of the cancer and may include
surgery, radiation, chemotherapy or a combination of treatments.
If you are interested in learning more, a number of organizations can provide information about cancer in
dogs and cats for pet guardians. Among those are: The Veterinary Cancer Society with an extensive list
of resource links (http://www.vetcancersociety.org/pet-owners/links-of-interest/), The Veterinary Cancer
Center (https://www.vcchope.com/) and The Animal Cancer Foundation (http://acfoundation.org/).
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Do we have a moral obligation to animals? It is a reasonable question that deserves an answer.

In the past couple of weeks I have witnessed multiple shades of ―animal cruelty.‖ None that I saw were
instances of physical savagery intentionally committed by a human. In fact, in each instance no one in
question believed they had been cruel or egregious. We all know that deliberate callous, horrific acts
indicate a propensity for violence. In addition, the link between cruelty to animals and violence to
humans has been extremely well documented. But what if the person involved is not actually cruel, but
merely blind to the pain and suffering they are causing? In the cases I am writing about, the cruelty did
not feel like an immoral act to those who committed it. Each one justified their behavior in myriad ways.
As awful as the results of their actions (or in some cases inactions) were, the fact that they were
oblivious to the pain they caused was much more frightening.
Immanuel Kant (1724-1804), well noted philosopher, stated, ―He who is cruel to animals becomes hard
also in his dealings with men. We can judge the heart of a man by his treatment of animals.‖ I ask, ―how
do we judge those who commit acts of animal cruelty who do not look like the devil resplendent with
horns and tail? What do we do when they do not wear black hats and grin wickedly but, instead, look like
a family member, a neighbor, a friend or a co-worker?‖
We can all agree that recognizable animal abuse involves the willful harming of a non-human animal.
Problems arise when we do not see it, either as it occurs or the after-effects, or worse, we justify the
abuser‘s actions. We can then pretend the cruelty does not exist. We sweep it under the rug, following
the adage out of sight, out of mind. That is human nature. But through our pretense, when we turn a
blind eye to cruelty in any form, we are not only condoning it but also perpetuating it. Our tacit
acceptance and indifference toward the animal‘s plight becomes unconscionable.
Nobel Peace Prize awardee, Albert Schweitzer, said, ―We must fight against the spirit of unconscious
cruelty with which we treat the animals. Animals suffer as much as we do. True humanity does not allow
us to impose such sufferings on them. It is our duty to make the whole world recognize it. Until we
extend our circle of compassion to all living things, humanity will not find peace.‖ When there is a lack of
empathy, the ability to understand the feelings of another, there cannot be conscience. Animal anguish
matters because it is a matter of conscience. By becoming desensitized to animal suffering and treating
animals as objects devoid of emotion, we not only harm the animals, but we harm ourselves. Our
attitude toward animals, our degree of concern and moral consideration ultimately mirrors the way we
regard each other. Only when we open our eyes to what is going on around us and empathizing fully
with the animals can we, as a society, begin to change for the better.
Animal advocates have often been accused of misanthropy. For those not familiar with the term, it is the
general dislike, distrust or contempt of the human species or human nature. The strong feelings
regarding animal welfare are deemed to be misdirected when there is a world of human suffering.
However, respect for the sanctity of each and every life is invaluable in difficult times such as now, when
we are seeing so much disrespectful treatment of other humans.
Animal cruelty is very real and, unfortunately, universal. Species-ism is a fairly prevalent idea that being
human is a good enough reason for humans to have greater moral rights than non-human species.
Therefore, because animals are viewed as property and considered less valuable than humans,
atrocities will continue to happen. We need to understand that animals are sentient beings who have the
capacity to experience suffering, both at physical and psychological levels, and deserve our respect and
protection.
Suffering is suffering, whether it is an animal who has been neglected or a person without a warm bed
for the night. What difference does it make that one can articulate better than the other? Both feel pain
and cold. Both experience loneliness, hunger and fear. Some would argue that humans are more
deserving because animals cannot reason, but neither does a human baby, yet we do not value its life

any less than that of an adult person. All life is worthy of our compassion and respect. When we devalue
one life, whether animal or human, we diminish all of us.
Moral obligation is a responsibility which is unconnected to any legal obligation, and one that results
from our consideration of what is right and wrong. So, do we have a moral obligation to animals? The
answer is yes, you bet we do.

PETS: Salmon poisoning in dogs
By RONNIE CASEY
PUBLISHED: November 1, 2019 at 5:07 pm | UPDATED: November 1, 2019 at 5:08 pm

A few years ago, a friend went camping at one of our Northwest lakes. It was an enjoyable outing for the
family and dogs. Unfortunately, a week later her dog would not eat, started vomiting, and had diarrhea.
A speedy trip to the veterinarian resulted. Recently, another friend was fostering a dog that was picked
up as a stray with an unknown history. Within six days of being picked up, the dog stopped eating and
her temperature became elevated.
The reason I bring these animals up is because most of us are aware of foods never to feed our furry
companion friends. Chocolate, onions, nuts, grapes and raisins are a few examples on the list. We are
also advised to avoid raw eggs because of the possibility of food poisoning from bacteria like Salmonella
or E. coli. However, there are a number of us who feed our pets dry kibble with salmon as the main
ingredient, never realizing that its consumption in the raw state can be potentially lethal to our faithful
buds.
Maybe you knew, but I must admit that other than the concern for the bones, I never gave it a thought.
Due to both of my friends‘ experiences, I have since learned that salmon poisoning disease (SPD), also
called the fish disease, can be fatal to dogs, coyotes and foxes. Fortunately for both pooches, their
concerned guardians‘ rapid responses, and their veterinarians‘ treatment, saved both of them.
Salmon Poisoning Disease is a potentially fatal condition seen in dogs that eat certain types of raw fish
such as salmon, trout, lamprey, sculpin, redside shiner, shad, sturgeon, candlefish or the Pacific Giant
Salamander. Salmon (salmonid fish) and other anadromous fish (fish that swim upstream to breed) can
be infected with a certain fluke. The fluke, a type of trematode, is an internal parasite which, in this case,
is called Nanophyetus salmincola. Overall, the parasite is relatively harmless. The danger occurs when
the parasite itself is infected with a rickettsial organism called Neorickettsia helminthoeca. It‘s this
microorganism that causes salmon poisoning. Other rickettsial organisms are the causes of infectious
diseases such as Lyme‘s disease, Rocky Mountain Spotted Fever and Typhus.
The disease is most often seen in dogs who have ingested the raw above-listed fish found in
Washington, Oregon, Northern California and southern Vancouver Island. However, infected fish have
been found in the Pacific Ocean from San Francisco to the coast of Alaska. Essentially, it is those fish,
which spend their lives in coastal streams and inland along the rivers of fish migration in the Pacific
Northwest, which can be infected with the organism.
The term ―Salmon Poisoning Disease‖ (SPD) is misleading, because no toxin is involved. The infective
agent is transmitted through the various life stages of a fluke in a snail-fish-dog cycle. The sequence
begins when the eggs of the fluke are released in the feces of an infected animal. Those eggs find their
way into a small snail called Oxytrema plicifer. Larvae are released from the snail and infiltrate the fish,
developing into a resting or maturing stage of an infected fluke. The cycle is completed when mammals
eat the fish, and the infected ―teenager‖ becomes an infected adult, passing the bacteria to its eggs
which are excreted, thus continuing the cycle.

In the dog, the bacteria spreads through the bloodstream to the liver, lungs, brain and lymphoid tissue. If
not treated, SPD is usually fatal within 2 weeks after exposure. The symptoms of SPD are similar to
other gastrointestinal diseases and will likely show in about 6 to 10 days after ingestion of the fish.
Symptoms may be of variable severity but generally consist of fever, anorexia (loss of appetite),
vomiting, bloody diarrhea, nasal or eye discharge, weight loss, ascites (a condition where fluid builds up
in the abdomen), enlarged lymph nodes and twitching and seizures.
If you know your dog has eaten raw fish, or if you have a dog that wanders and gets into trash, and you
are unsure of what it‘s eaten and it displays any of the symptoms listed above, consider the possibility of
salmon poisoning and notify your veterinarian without delay. SPD is treatable if recognized in time. The
ill animal‘s treatment involves administration of an antibiotic to kill the bacteria, and a dewormer to kill
the parasite. In addition, the animal may need IV fluids, antiemetics, antidiarrheals, blood transfusions
and hospitalization.
Some preventative measures you can take when taking Fido out for a romp in one of the lakes, rivers, or
streams in our beautiful Northwest area are: not to feed raw fish to your dog; cook fish caught thoroughly
or deep-freeze it for a minimum of 2 weeks to destroy the parasite before your dog gets to eat it; leash
your dog in order to monitor what he gets into; wrap all garbage, especially any parts cleaned from fish
caught, and dispose of them in well-secured garbage cans.
I am sorry my friends and the dogs had to go through SPD, but I am glad that they shared what
happened, so the rest of us could learn some valuable lessons.

Older pets deserve to be cared for

Bette Davis is quoted as saying, ―Old age ain‘t no place for sissies.‖ I agree with her.
By RONNIE CASEY |
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Our eyes may be a bit weaker and our strength may not be what it once was but, truth be told, one of
the largest changes I notice about aging is how others respond to it. Many who are elderly find
themselves discounted simply because of how they look and physically function, or because some
person believes the older person‘s mental acuity has taken a nose-dive into oblivion. I am sure other
mature people, like myself, have lived a life through which they experienced success, failure, optimum
health, severe illness, grief and happiness. Each experience molded our personality and gave credence
to thoughts and opinions which, if packaged differently, might be given more credibility.

The ageist attitudes that lead to the discrimination and mistreatment of older people is not so different
regarding elderly pets. Senior pets, gazing at a world through clouded eyes, struggling to stand-up and
having less energy than when they were pups or kittens, may also find themselves neglected or, even
worse, discarded like garbage. Disturbingly, out of the millions of animals taken to shelters each year,
senior relinquishment has become a more prevalent occurrence. Unfortunately, the reason is similar to
why many elderly are relegated into nursing homes or care facilities. They just became too old for their
―family‖ to bother with. And, just like the older individuals who talk of feeling abandoned and frightened, it
is not difficult to imagine that senior pets experience the same despondency and fear.
I am not here to justify whether giving up on an aging pet has the same merit as neglecting the elderly. I
find both equally shameful and heartbreaking. Both, at some point in their lives, were valued. The
human was appreciated as perhaps an integral part of a family, or respected as a contributing member
of society; the pet as a valued companion. So, if we value our companions, then shouldn‘t we also
respect them during their later years? We, as their guardians, should be there for them as much as they
have been there for us. It is our responsibility to them to help them age with as much dignity as possible
and provide a comforting place for them to reach their end of days. No matter what age those of you
who are reading this are, wouldn‘t you want someone to do the same for you?
Senior pets end up in shelters for a myriad of reasons. Those reasons are often the same as for any
other animal, such as neglect or abandonment. Unfortunately for some of these animals, their previous
owners may have passed away without providing instruction regarding what was to happen to their
beloved pet with their demise. Others may have moved to assisted living or an area where they are no
longer able to provide proper care for their pet. Family members may not be available, may themselves
not be able to care for the animal, or simply do not want to. Whatever the reason, the health of older
animals is at higher risk in a shelter environment. They usually do not adapt well and frequently will
decline rapidly. In addition, older animals, due to public perception, are often more difficult to adopt.
Perhaps it is because adopters feel adopting a senior pet will only lead to heartbreak. But we never truly
know how much time we have with any animal or, for that matter, with anyone that is important to us.
Nothing in this life is ever guaranteed, and there isn‘t a person alive who knows exactly how long
anyone has together. Surprisingly, we have heard many times that seniors who were adopted not only
thrived, but also exceeded their expected lifespan once safely placed, again, in a loving home
environment.
Some people may fear the financial burden they believe will accompany a senior pet. As we all know,
young animals are not without their veterinary expenses, thus adopting any animal, young or old, incurs
cost. Ensuring that an aging animal has a good quality of life does not necessarily mean taking on major
medical expenses. Many who do adopt older animals decide not to do extreme medical measures, such
as extensive cancer treatments. Instead, the focus is to keep the pet comfortable through its final years.
These senior pets, like our senior citizens, deserve to spend the rest of their lives, no matter how long it
may be, in the company of someone who cares. One of my greatest desires is that those interested in
obtaining a pet will see the beauty in adopting a senior. It is not about how much time we do or do not
have with an animal, but rather the special moments and memories we can share.
My husband and I have cared for numerous animals that have aged and died, but when their time came,
they knew they were loved. Anytime I see an elderly animal come into the shelter, I think of them and try
to visualize them being there. If you do the same, I hope you will find it as abhorrent as I to think about.
Therefore, I sincerely hope that you will see your senior‘s years as an opportunity to give back the
devotion your pet gave you, instead of a burden to be abandoned.
How we treat our ―family‖ truly defines who we are.

PETS: National Pit Bull Awareness Day
George is available for adoption at the Tehama County Animal Care Center. (Contributed)
By RONNIE CASEY |
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In 2011, October was designated as National Pit Bull Awareness Month after an American Pit Bull Terrier, named
Tiffin, passed away. The dog not only inspired the month, but also inspired Bless the Bullys and National Pit Bull
Awareness Day. Bless the Bullys (http://www.blessthebullys.com/) is a non-profit education effort dedicated to
restoring the image of the American Pit Bull Terrier. National Pit Bull Awareness Day, this year, occurs on October
26 and was established to change the perception and stereotypes about bully breed dogs, commonly referred to as
“pit bulls,” and foster positive dialog in the communities where the dogs live.
Pit bull, unfortunately, is a name that is most familiar to the public. However, a Pit bull is not a dog breed. It is an
abbreviated term used to describe the American Pit Bull Terrier, American Staffordshire Terrier, Staffordshire Bull
Terrier, and any mix thereof. In addition, in many areas, the American Bulldog and the Bull Terrier and their mixes
are also classified as a ‘Pit Bull’-type dog. But whatever name is chosen, I personally hope you will take some time to
consider why these dogs matter.
Over one hundred years ago, this canine often appeared on World War I posters as the embodiment of American
pride and patriotism. He was welcomed into families and was a trusted playmate of children. Today, because of
misunderstanding and an abundance of bad press, he is also one of the most unduly feared, abused and hated dogs
in existence. If we look at history, we can note that this reversal of fortune also fell unjustly upon other amazingly
wonderful dogs, such as Dobermans and German Shepherds.
Rhetoric about so-called dangerous dogs is not unlike the bias we see frequently among our own species.
Scapegoating is equally unfair to the groups targeted, whether they are canine or human. As we know, the media
adores sensationalism and, unfortunately, stories about a pit bull being a nice dog get little in the way of coverage.
If one is associated with a dog attack, it is front-page news. Since most of us do not own a broadcasting outlet or a
newspaper to correct false information and alter public perception, we must play a part in changing the consistently
negative oratory in any way we can. The first step is to get to know these dogs. I invite you to put away any
preconceived notions you may have and come visit some of them that are presently housed at the Tehama County

Animal Care Center. Volunteers and staff, alike, would be more than happy to expound on the qualities that have
made them their favorites.
The next crucial step in dispelling the falsehoods circulating about pit bulls is to educate yourself and those around
you. Before educating others, you must first arm yourself with correct information. Some excellent resources for
pertinent material can be found online at; Animal Farm Foundation, Inc., (845) 868-7559
(http://animalfarmfoundation.org/ ), Pit Bull Rescue Central (http://www.pbrc.net/), and Bad Rap (Bay Area Dog
Lovers Responsible About Pit Bulls) (https://badrap.org/). I would also suggest reading; “Pit Bull: The Battle over an
American Icon” by Bronwen Dickey, “I’m A Good Dog” by Ken Foster, “The Lost Dogs: Michael Vick’s Dogs and Their
Tale of Rescue and Redemption” by Jim Gorant, and “Belly Rubbins For Bubbins: The Story of a Rescue Dog” by
Jason Kraus, which is especially geared to children.
It is also imperative that any pit bull guardian exhibit responsible behavior. Putting it succinctly, we must
consistently display responsible pet ownership in order to assist in overcoming the public’s negative views brought
about by those who have been irresponsible. This should be a no-brainer. The rules of responsible pit bull
ownership are no different from that of any other dog ownership. Unfortunately, because the dogs are targets of
fear, hate and discrimination, we must exemplify what it means to be a responsible pet-owner. What does that
entail? It means never allowing your dog to roam freely. It means always supervising your dog with other animals. It
means never keeping your dog chained for extended periods. It means never leaving your dog unsupervised with
children. It means training your dog, not only to strengthen the bond between the two of you, but also to decrease
and eliminate possible behavior issues.
We still have a long way to go, but I am happy to report that media-positive stories are emerging about these dogs.
Documentary filmmakers, such as Libby Sherrill with “Beyond the Myth,” are raising awareness of BSL (BreedSpecific Legislation). High profile celebrities, like Rachael Ray, Kevin Bacon, and Liam Hemsworth, to name a few,
are showing the world that pit bulls are amazing pets. Projects like the Stubby Dog Project (http://stubbydog.org/)
are working tirelessly to present positive profiles.
They are superb working dogs, frequently employed as police and armed service dogs, search and rescuers, and
therapy animals. Strength, confidence, and enthusiasm are their characteristics. Public opinion can be swayed. Will
you help during Pit Bull Awareness month to change public opinion and restore the pit bull’s reputation as an icon
of American pride? Because, these dogs do matter.

Your chance to let it all out with a scream
By RONNIE CASEY |
October 5, 2019 at 3:02 am

I don’t know how your life is lately, but there are times I have been frustrated enough to scream. I also don’t know if
you find that screaming makes you feel better but if it does, next Saturday is your golden opportunity to do so. On
an exceedingly long list of monthly holidays and celebrations is “International Moment of Frustration Scream Day.”
I kid you not, it’s there, along with October’s “National Pickled Peppers Month,” today’s “Cephalopod Awareness
Day” and my personal favorite for the month is “Haunted Refrigerator Night” on October 30.

Why am I sharing some of these slightly strange, sometimes wacky celebrations in a column devoted to animals? It’s
quite simple. I enjoy knowing that in this crazy, stressed out, dog-eat-dog world, some entity or group has created a
day such as “Answer Your Cat’s Question Day” or “If Pets Had Thumbs Day.” And, unless you are humorously
challenged, of which there appears to be an increasing number, I do not understand how a person could not smile
or give a brief chuckle at the thought of some of these days.
But moving on, if you happen to step in a pile of dog poop, or can’t scratch where it itches, and you feel the
negative emotions starting to bubble, at 9 local time on October 12, stop what you are doing, go outside and let it
all out in a howl that would make your pooch proud.
Like a loud bark, a good yell can help dissipate some of that angst. However, you might want to take a few
precautions to avoid any possible increase in that stress. Don’t yell at someone, which is always a wise move, and
give anyone near enough to hear you a bit of warning so they don’t start dialing 9-1-1 looking for the human
counterpart of an Animal Control Officer.
In honor of the holiday, why not relax and set aside some time to read “Dogs Don’t Bite When a Growl Will Do,” by
Matt Weinstein and Luke Barber. It contains short, witty chapters about what dogs can teach you to live a happier
life. They don’t suggest literally that you drink from the toilet but, instead, offer a series of metaphors to see life in a
different perspective.
Another recommendation is “Rescued,” by Peter Zheutlin. It’s about “what second-chance dogs teach us about
living with purpose, loving with abandon, and finding joy in the little things.” So, if you sniff in the right direction
and perk up your ears, you can bring those frustration levels down by learning a thing or two about what matters
most in life from our furry friends.
One of the most important things we can learn is to be present in the moment. Our furry critters don’t dwell on past
mistakes or worry endlessly about the future. When Fido is eating a bowl of kibble, he isn’t concerned if it is making
him gain weight or if he’ll need to forgo that beckoning nap to take an extra lap around the yard. He is just enjoying
his food and embracing the present moment with as much gusto as he can muster.
If you don’t want to be stressed, then be happy with who you are. Can you imagine a Husky wishing he were
Poodle, or a Boston Terrier wanting to be a Shepherd? For our canine companions, there are no “bad” hair days,
and they don’t care when they get older that the whiskers go grey.
Not only don’t they care but they also don’t compare themselves to other animals. Let’s face it, for us there is
always someone richer, smarter or more “something” than we are. But being happy comes down to focusing on
what we have, rather than what we don’t have. Again, dogs are champions at focusing on what they have. They pick
up a stick and are happy. They chase a ball and they are happy, they roll in smelly stuff and, again, they are happy.
So, if you’re feeling stressed all the time, take a good look at your pet and try to copy some of his behavior. Well,
maybe not the rolling in smelly stuff part.
There isn’t a pet owner among us who does not know how often their pet takes a nap which, if you are truly paying
attention, is something they frequently do. We live in a fast-paced world. A digital society filled with cell phones and
social media. It never seems to unplug. If you want to tone down the stress and ease some frustration take a lesson
from your four-legged friend and allow yourself to take a break. Go ahead, scratch at the covers, turn around in
circles a few times and take a nap. It will calm your mind and restore your sanity.

The frustrations of daily living can have us wanting to scream our heads off. So, next Saturday, there’s no reason
you can’t take a moment to bark loudly and then enjoy some simple pleasures. Even if it is just watching our best
animal friends. Who knows, you might get some wisdom to chew on.

Animal Pain Awareness Month
By RONNIE CASEY |
September 28, 2019 at 3:50 am

We can all relate to pain, whether it is the chronic discomfort of a long-endured condition, or as fleeting as stubbing
a toe. We can vocalize it and we can describe it to those who can help. We talk about where it is, how intense it is
and how miserable we are. Unlike us, our pet’s pain is not verbalized, they do not have the same ability. In addition,
an animal’s survival instinct is to mask pain in order not to appear weak and vulnerable. In the wild, showing
vulnerability makes the painful one the weak one, thus an easy target to predators. This innate survival
characteristic has not gone away in our domestic feline and canine companions. Therefore, when they have pain,
they suffer in silence.
September has been designated “Animal Pain Awareness Month” by the International Veterinary Academy of Pain
Management (https://ivapm.org/). It hopes to raise public awareness in recognizing the signs of pain and
encourages all of us to seek veterinary care for our animals when we believe the animal is “not quite right”.
It would be simpler if we could ask them what they are feeling and where they are hurting. Because pets are experts
at hiding their pain, many diseases, such as arthritis, go undiagnosed. But despite the animal’s lack of ability to
verbally tell us it is in pain, other behaviors can be noticed which signify its discomfort. Like us, they might be unable
to get comfortable and appear restless. There could be a loss of appetite or difficulty getting to the food dish. You
might notice heavy panting when there should be none. Cats might hide in the closet. Dogs tend to obsessively lick
areas causing them pain. Maybe Fluffy will not jump up on the counter anymore, or Fido will not get up on the bed
or sofa. Jumping puts a lot of pressure on joints, so it would make sense that a pet in pain would avoid this
behavior.
There are several ways to categorize pain. One is to separate it into acute pain and chronic pain. Acute pain typically
comes on suddenly and has a limited duration. It is frequently caused by damage to tissue such as bone, muscle or
organs. If you have ever broken a bone, had a kidney stone pass, or had major surgery you know how intense the
pain can feel. Acute pain is quite obvious, whether you are human or not.
Chronic pain lasts longer than acute pain and is usually associated with a long-term illness, such as arthritis or
cancer. This type of pain can be subtle and it may appear that the animal is just getting older and slowing down. So,
when your dog is reluctant to go for his enjoyable walk or your cat starts hiding for hours at a time, be aware that
pain might be the explanation for atypical behavior.
Obviously, most guardians can detect a limp or a painful cry, but pain that is chronic may be a bit more difficult to
recognize. Dogs and cats generally show a change in behavior or temperament when they are in distress. A happy,
friendly pet may become irritable, rebuff petting or dislike being held. A normally lively dog may prefer to lie quietly
and want to be left alone. You may find that if the pet can reach the area giving discomfort, like an inflamed paw, he

may lick, scratch or bite it in an attempt to make it feel better. Unfortunately, this action may cause additional
injury. Some other signs that may be indicative of chronic pain could be the following: the pet suddenly flinches
when you scratch or pet him on a particular area, especially if he appeared to enjoy it before; the pet becomes
increasingly hunched over, or changes the way he typically moves.
There are many conditions that can cause pets to feel pain. The good news is that, in many cases, relief is available.
Surgery may be one solution. Anti-inflammatory medications and targeted pain relievers can alleviate certain kinds
of pain. Physical rehabilitation, massage and acupuncture may help other types. With regard to medications, both
you and your veterinarian need to discuss the pros and cons of any medication recommended, especially if the pet
will be taking it on a long-term basis. In addition, if an adverse reaction does occur, immediately contact your
veterinarian.
When it comes to detecting pain, you should look for any change in your pet’s behavior. Let’s face it, you know your
pet better than anyone else. Everyone has experienced pain in one degree or another. We also know how
debilitating it can be. Our pets have a limited language to convey the pain they are experiencing. Take the time to
“listen” to them and, if you think something is wrong, take them to your veterinarian. When in doubt, it is always
advisable to err on the side of caution. Additionally, if your pet is diagnosed with any medical condition, it is always
a good idea to ask your veterinarian if there is any pain related to it and, if so, what options there are for pain
management. However, do not give your pet human pain medication unless your veterinarian has specifically
recommended it.
Additional information regarding pain and its management can be found at The American College of Veterinary
Surgeons (https://www.acvs.org/small-animal/pain-management)and at The International Veterinary Academy of
Pain Management (https://ivapm.org/).

PETS: Fun events planned to support animal care center
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It‘s not Oscar season, but Hollywood is taking Tehama by storm. It started with last week‘s Purr-miere
Friday‘s cat adoption event. Next week, the Tehama County Animal Care Center will be going to the
dogs with a week-long Bow-wow ―Wow‖ Furry-wood adoption event. And if this wasn‘t enough, the final
cap to everything is when we will be ―Raising the Woof‖ during Not Cho‘ Grandma‘s Bingo on Thursday,
Oct. 10 at Cedar Crest Brewing, 615 Main St., Red Bluff.
Are we excited? You bet we are. Why? The answer is simple. Shelter pets are amazing, and all these
events give us golden opportunities to showcase just how truly wonderful they are. Our goal is to find
homes for as many of these homeless animals as is possible. Our mission is to be sure we find loving
homes for them and give everyone involved every chance for success. And, we take our mission very
seriously.

The ―proof is in the pudding,‖ and the result is either the success or failure of our efforts. Personally, I
believe we have seen success. Just to give you an idea, from January to July of this year, 95 cats were
adopted at the center. However, 73 of those adoptions were through the various adoption events and
special programs PETS hosts. This past ―Free Cat Friday‖ saw an additional 9 cats adopted. The
emotional reward of seeing these animals leave the shelter is huge. Seeing the excitement on the faces
of the people who adopt, and hearing their stories about why they want a pet, is really a gratifying
experience.
A common mantra among those of us who strive to improve the lives of these homeless animals is
―saving one animal won‘t change the world, but it will change the world for that one animal.‖ What we fail
to add is that it also changes your world. In more ways than we could express, it is for the better. Not
only do you receive their unconditional love, but it has also been proven to be psychologically,
emotionally and physically beneficial to have a pet. In addition, caring for a pet can provide a sense of
purpose and fulfillment and lessen feelings of loneliness. And lastly, there is the feeling of pride that
comes when helping an animal in need.
Adopting an animal from a shelter is no different than beginning any new relationship. There is always
risk involved, and you never actually know how everything will eventually turn out. Unfortunately for the
animals that end up at the center, it is often because expectations and reality did not agree. The reasons
they become wards of the county are as innumerable as the types, sizes, and colors of the animals,
themselves. Often the explanations given for surrendering pets are, ―We do not have enough time‖, ―It‘s
too expensive‖, ―We are moving, having a baby, changing jobs, etc.,‖ all of which are human foibles and
not the animals‘. For those that end up there due to relatively minor behavioral issues, most of those
problems could have been prevented through a bit of forethought, some training and patience. But I
digress, we are here to talk about our next great adoption event and a ―fun fundraiser‖ in October.
As stated at the start of this article, next week, starting 10 a.m. on Monday, Sept. 23, until 4:30 p.m.
Friday, Sept. 27, PETS, in conjunction with the Tehama County Animal Care Center, will be hosting a
dog adoption event titled ―Furry-wood comes to Tehama.‖ During this very special event, all adopted
canine spay and neuter and rabies vaccination fees are covered, thus reducing adoption costs to $45 or
less. What are the qualities that create stardom? We may never be able to decide, but we do know a
star is one who knows how to make their unique qualities fascinating. Let me assure you, there is no
shortage of dogs with characteristics and personalities that would make them a star in your home. They
have long or short fur in black, brown, white, brindle and other color combinations. Some are shy,
demure, and quiet. Others are exuberant and full of energy. There are short ones, tall ones and every
imaginable size in between. While some of these dogs may not be blessed with those ―movie star
perfect‖ looks, each one, in our eyes, has everything they need to walk down the red carpet.
No matter how much we wish that it wasn‘t necessary, contributions are essential to us in achieving our
goals for the homeless animals of Tehama County. In order to help us, the following extraordinary local
businesses; Movement Mortgage, Cornerstone Community Bank, Dolling Insurance Agency, Cedar
Crest Brewing, Tehama Floral Company, and Zelma‘s Awards, have joined together to sponsor ―Not
Cho‘ Grandma‘s Bingo. This ―Raising the Woof‖ movie and TV themed event will be held on Thursday,
Oct. 10 at Enjoy the Store. You won‘t want to miss it. Not only will you have a chance to win some
amazing prizes, but it will give you a chance to try out that favorite movie or TV character costume
before Halloween. It should be a barking great time. For more information please contact
kelleydolling@gmail.com or call 518-7229.
Whether you adopt or meet one of our local canine celebrities, or dress up like your favorite celebrity
and have some bingo fun, I‘ll look forward to seeing you at either or both of our upcoming events.

PETS: What is a responsible dog owner?
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Among companion animals, dogs are unequaled in devotion and loyalty. Anyone who has ever loved a
dog will expound on the merits of having one. But having a dog is not just a privilege, it is a
responsibility. These animals depend on us for everything. Therefore, if you are considering bringing
one into your life, you seriously need to consider the commitment dog ownership entails. If you already
have one, you need to consider if you are responsibly fulfilling your obligations as its owner. We all like
to believe we are exceedingly responsible. The truth is, sometimes we are not what we think we are.
After all, we are only human. Unfortunately, our irresponsibility can have detrimental consequences for
our canine companions.
We need to ask ourselves, ―What is a responsible dog owner?‖ Even though there is no definitive
explanation of what it means, we are certain of one thing: when we have a dog, we are the ones
accountable for its welfare. No one ever said having any pet was easy. It comes with inherent
challenges, but no matter what may occur, being a ―responsible dog owner‖ is trying our hardest to do
what is right.
Caring for a dog is like caring for a small child. By becoming the guardian of its well-being, the
expectation is to care for all its needs, whether physical or emotional. We should never undertake this
duty lightly. Not being prepared can ultimately be disastrous for the animal. Getting a living creature is
not like getting a pair of shoes that can be easily discarded when they do not fit quite right. One only
needs to visit any animal shelter to see the results of irresponsibility. Therefore, please mull over the
following before bringing a dog into your home.
Begin by being honest regarding the lifestyle both you and your family have. It will help determine the
type, breed, size, etc. of an animal that will fit perfectly in it. Review your current living conditions and
determine if the animal is appropriate in size and energy. If you rent, many landlords will not allow pets.
Be sure to check out any restrictions before adopting. If you have, or are expecting, a baby, consider
whether you will have enough time available to attend to all the dog‘s needs. If there are already other
animals present, determine if everyone will be able to live cohesively.
Depending on the dog, a 10 to 18 year commitment may not be an unusual length of time required to
care for it. If circumstances change, such as moving or your physical and mental abilities as you age,
consider if you will still be able to properly care for your pet.
Whether you purchase from a reputable breeder, adopt from a shelter, or take in a stray, initial costs are
just the beginning of the story. Caring for a dog over its entire lifetime can be costly. Maybe not as much
as a wedding or college education for your child, but even the basics of nutritious food, annual
vaccinations and preventative medicines, plus at least a yearly vet visit can mount up. If the animal gets
sick or injured, has special dietary needs or takes frequent medication, those costs can increase
dramatically. In addition, while pet insurance assists with unforeseen medical issues and emergencies, it
adds to the yearly costs. Difficult to groom animals may require frequent trips to a groomer. Of course,
none of this includes toys, boarding and training if necessary, and other assorted sundries.
Dogs thrive on exercise and companionship. When constantly unattended, they can develop behavioral
problems. If work demands frequent travel or, if on most days and evenings you are not home due to
other commitments, consider a pet other than a dog, which will require less human interaction.

One of the most common reasons that people return dogs to shelters is that they are experiencing
behavior difficulties. Training not only strengthens the bond between the both of you, but also helps
avoid many behavior problems. Learning basic commands like ‗sit‘, ‗stay‘ and ‗come‘ can potentially
save a dog‘s life. Having a dog requires time and commitment if we wish to teach it to become a good
pet and a welcome member in the community. Shelters, veterinary offices, and rescues usually have
materials available to read and a list of trainers who can assist in the dog‘s training.
Whether it is keeping furry friend away from toxic foods, plants and substances, or ensuring that outside
spaces are secure, you need to be certain that the home environment is safe. It is also imperative for the
pet‘s safety that they have some form of identification such as a collar and tags or microchip, to assist in
identifying them in case they become lost or stolen. In inclement weather, adequate protection from the
elements guarantees no harm comes to the animal. Regular vet visits and vaccinations safeguard a pet
against disease and illness.
It is important to recognize that a dog‘s welfare is totally dependent on you. When obtaining a dog, you
have tacitly agreed to provide good nutrition, mental and physical exercise, medical care, shelter, and
companionship to ensure its safety and well-being. This animal is not a possession, but a living,
breathing entity. Being a responsible dog owner is much more than just being an owner.
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Pet Birth Defect Awareness Day is on September 13. It was originally established in 2014 by David
Rogers of the MBJungle Foundation in order to bring awareness to the public about the ―interactive role
humans play in our pets‘ physical birth defects as well as their mental health.‖
Pet birth defects or pet abnormalities can be present at birth or show up later in the animal‘s life. Birth
defects in a puppy or kitten can involve any organ system and any part of the body. Some abnormalities
may be minor and resolve as the animal matures. Others can prevent normal growth and development,
thus inhibiting the animal‘s life in some form, and may even cause its premature death. While some
defects are obvious at birth, others might remain hidden for years and later in life cause issues.
Most external defects are immediately recognizable at birth or shortly thereafter, such as limb
deformities and cleft palates. Other defects, like heart murmurs, require a veterinarian‘s assessment.
Some abnormalities, like cryptorchidism (the failure of one or both testicles to descend into the scrotum),
may not be detected until the animal reaches a certain stage of maturity. Additional issues, such as a
failure to thrive, seizures and mental confusion may require diagnostic testing to reveal serious organ
abnormalities.
Genetics plays a vital role in an animal‘s make-up. All animals, whether human, canine or feline, carry
certain recessive genes that provide various traits, i.e. green eyes, light or dark skin and light or dark
hair color. When both parents carry a certain recessive gene, the results can be favorable or
unfavorable. As an example, the golden color of Golden Retrievers is favorable. However, entropion,
which is an abnormality of the eyelid causing it to roll inward, is unfavorable. Genetic defects typically
only affect only certain members of a litter, because not all littermates get the same set of genes. The
American Kennel Club‘s Canine Health Foundation (http://www.akcchf.org/educational-resources/library/
) has a more complete list to help you learn about which conditions to which a canine is most

predisposed. International Cat Care (https://icatcare.org/advice/cat-breeds) keeps a comprehensive
listing by cat breed. In addition, The Humane Society Veterinary Medical Association published the‖
Guide to Congenital and Hereditable Disorders in Dogs‖ (https://www.hsvma.org/assets/pdfs/guide-tocongenital-and-heritable-disorders.pdf ). While no condition is guaranteed to occur, it is helpful to be
aware of what a breed is most at risk for.
Again, like humans, conditions to which a female animal is exposed during pregnancy can also cause
birth defects. Infection, chemical toxins, or trauma, including extreme body temperatures, can result in
birth defects in the babies. A fetus is particularly susceptible to the body temperature of the mother, like
fevers caused by disease or environmental temperatures which could cause hyperthermia. The high
fevers associated in dogs infected with parvo can cause fetal brain trauma, growth retardation,
developmental abnormalities and death in the pup. Birth defects like cerebellar hypoplasia, which
causes tremors and wobbling, most commonly occurs if a pregnant cat becomes infected with the feline
panleukopenia virus. A mother‘s absorption of insecticides, fungicides, vaccines and other medications
have been known to also create birth defects in the unborn. Thus, it is important to always be cognizant
of possible side effects and hazards with regard to the use any of the above.
A pregnant animal that is undernourished can deliver litters with low birth weights and have increased
infant mortality. Because growing babies require it for growth and neurological development, Vitamin A
deficiency can cause numerous congenital malformations. Lack of adequate Vitamin B2 (riboflavin) can
manifest as poor infant growth, eye defects, and heart abnormalities. A lack of calcium causes skeletal
abnormalities, particularly in large breed puppies. Other vitamin and mineral deficiencies can result in
bowed forelimbs, seizures, limb weaknesses, and organ damage.
Some limb deformities may be an unknown until puppies and kittens begin their walking and
scampering. Proper nursing is a must for healthy development and, if mom is not available or
undernourished, these youngsters can have major mobility issues. Surgery can assist some pets. For
others, padded braces, splints, or wheels may be needed to help dogs and cats become more mobile.
Two companies that help pets with mobility issues are Gingerlead (www.gingerlead.com) and
Walkin‘Pets (www.handicappedpets.com).
Many animals with congenital defects can have long, very happy lives. Treatment options vary
depending on the defect and the overall health of the pet. Whether or not a cure is available through
surgery or medications, your veterinarian can provide available options which can maximize your furry
friend‘s quality of life. The more we learn, the more we can do to help. Being a responsible pet guardian,
becoming a team with your veterinarian, and treating your pet as the valuable family member it is, can
help mitigate any potential and existing birth defects.
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This coming Monday we celebrate Labor Day, a day that honors the American labor movement and the
contributions that workers have made toward the strength, prosperity and well-being of our country.
While the original intent was to highlight the social and economic achievements of human American
workers by the organizations who founded it, we should not forget the non-human entities who have
also contributed a great deal through their ―labor.‖ So, during the 125th anniversary of Labor Day, let us
take a moment to also honor them.

One of the first groups that comes to mind is all the service animals that perform set tasks for the benefit
of people with disabilities. The disability might be classified as being physical, sensory, psychiatric, or
intellectual. The work performed must directly relate to the individual‘s disability. Those tasks performed
can include, among others, pulling a wheelchair, retrieving dropped items, reminding a person to take
medication, etc. The only animals allowed to serve as service animals are dogs and, in some instances,
miniature horses.
An emotional support animal is prescribed for a person determined to be emotionally or psychiatrically
disabled to the point that the presence of the animal is necessary for the person‘s mental health. They
are also referred to as comfort animals. With respect to emotional support animals, there are no species
restrictions. Consequently cats, rabbits, miniature pigs, ferrets, birds, hedgehogs, etc., can qualify. They
provide comfort to people in hospitals, nursing homes, disaster areas, etc., and also to people with
learning difficulties.
Some of our first ―communication pioneers‖ were the horses of the Pony Express. Even though the Pony
Express was only in operation for 18 months between April 1868 and October 1869, there is no question
that these hardworking horses deserve our recognition and thanks. The Pony Express was the most
direct means of east-west communication before the transcontinental telegraph was established. It was
also played a vital role in binding the new state of California with the rest of the United States. To
appreciate the undertaking, there were 120 riders with 400 horses who helped the riders carry mail from
Missouri to California, a distance of 1,900 miles, in only 10 days.
Herding dogs have been around as long as humans have been keeping sheep and cows. It is one of the
most traditional of canine careers. The herding dog was developed to help control and direct herds of
cows or sheep out to pasture or back to the barn. Varying in size, appearance and country of origin,
these dogs all have a natural ability of being able to successfully guide other critters, much larger or
quite different from themselves. The American Kennel Club currently recognizes 25 breeds in its
Herding Group designation.
Let us not forget the military animals who fight alongside our brave soldiers. Military working dogs play
a critical role in our defense and are crucial to the safety of our service personnel. For deployment in the
Middle East, the Belgian Malinois is the military dog of choice and, with its compact build, is considered
better for the tandem parachute jumping and rappelling operations undertaken by Navy SEAL teams.
The U.S. Navy currently relies on the bottlenose dolphin and the California sea lion because of their
sensory capabilities and diving abilities. A mare named Staff Sgt. Reckless earned the Marines‘ highest
honors for her heroism in battle during the Korean War. Delivering ammo under enemy fire during just
one battle, Reckless made 51 trips, by herself and even wounded, to the platoon‘s firing sites.
I like to call them the Super Cops. Police dogs, commonly known as K-9s, are trained to assist police
and other law enforcement personnel with their work. Most often, they are trained to guard their handler,
and to find, chase, intimidate, and hold suspects who are attempting to elude the police. They also help
with crowd control, and sniffing-out drugs or explosive materials. Because they must understand each
other completely when working in stressful, dangerous, and often rapidly changing situations, the dog
and handler train and work as a team. In addition to dogs, the ―10-foot-tall cops‖ in the New York City
Police Department‘s horse patrol is one of the largest mounted units in the United States. The added
height and visibility that the horses give allow officers to view a wide area, and permits people to see the
officers without difficulty. Both scenarios help to not only deter crime, but allow people to find officers
easily when in need.
Who can ignore the unbelievable working dogs of Search and Rescue? Trained to find survivors and
cadavers from natural disasters and mass casualty events, they are also utilized to locate missing,
trapped, or injured people and animals. Many of us can certainly remember the gallant efforts of the

dogs at the World Trade Center in the aftermath of 9/11. According to FEMA, it was ―largest deployment
of search dogs in U.S. history.‖ Their abilities and dedication have saved and continue to save
innumerable lives.
Our labor force has contributed greatly to our standard of living. Labor Day is the day to honor and pay
tribute to those workers who have forged our nation‘s strength, freedom, and leadership. Many animals
have also contributed heavily to this prosperity and well-being. It is only appropriate that we should take
a moment to honor them, too.
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Did you know that August is National Immunization Awareness Month for both humans and pets? Not
only is it important for you to be aware of the immunizations that protect you, your family, and your
community, it is equally important to be aware of the vaccinations that protect the furry members of your
home.
Simply put, vaccinations are medicines that, when introduced into a living body, create an immune
response that can prevent certain diseases and lessen the severity of others. They provide protection
from highly contagious diseases, many of which can kill. While any type of medical treatment has a risk,
it is imperative to weigh the risk against the protection afforded from life threatening diseases.
I do know that lately there is a great deal of controversy regarding the giving of vaccinations. Personally,
after seeing what can occur without many of these medications, both for humans and animals, I am
greatly saddened that it is even an issue for discussion. However, angry rhetoric will not change
anyone‘s mind. My only hope is to present enough information and resources that those reading might
consider reevaluating their anti-vaccine stance.
This article is geared towards dog and cat owners. For humans who would like additional information,
the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention has a rather in-depth website to find pertinent
information – https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines.
If you have a pet that is always indoors, like a cat, one might believe that it does not need to be
vaccinated. After all, why vaccinate when the animal does not go outdoors where it would be exposed?
A point to remember is that a fatal disease can be brought home by you and your outdoor pet(s).
Viruses and bacteria can be readily transmitted from place-to-place on the hair or feet of wandering
animals or via your shoes, clothes, and body.
Most pet owners understand the value of timely vaccinations and booster shots to keep their furry
companions safe from disease. However, knowing what vaccines are needed and when to have them
administered can be confusing. Pet immunizations are divided into two basic groups: core and non-core
vaccines. Core vaccines are considered vital to all pets based on risk of exposure, severity of the
disease, or transmissibility to humans. Non-core vaccines depend on the pet‘s lifestyle, such as frequent
boarding at a kennel.
Core vaccines for dogs include canine parvovirus, distemper, canine hepatitis and rabies. The non-core
vaccines include those against Bordetella bronchiseptica, Borrelia burgdorferi and Leptospira bacteria.
For cats, core vaccines are panleukopenia (feline distemper), feline calicivirus, feline herpesvirus type I
(rhinotracheitis) and rabies. The non-core vaccines include those for feline leukemia virus, Bordetella,
Chlamydophila felis, and feline immunodeficiency virus. Please note that California law requires all dogs

over four months old to be vaccinated for rabies. It is also highly encouraged that other animals, like cats
and horses who are outdoors and have the possibility of contact with wild animals, be vaccinated.
Your veterinarian is the best person to determine a vaccination schedule for your pet. He will determine
what vaccines are necessary based on your pet‘s age, medical history, and the animal‘s environment
and lifestyle. Many of the vaccines provide adequate immunity when administered every few years,
while others may require a more frequent schedule to maintain the level of immunity that will protect
your pet. Again, talk with your veterinarian to determine a schedule that is appropriate. Most pets will
have no side effects from being vaccinated. However, like any medical treatment, there are associated
risks. It is extremely important for you to weigh those risks against the benefit of protecting your pet,
your family and your community from any potentially fatal disease.
Most common adverse reactions are mild and short-term. Serious reactions are rare. Some side effects
can include fever, loss of appetite, pain, swelling, hives, diarrhea and vomiting, difficulty breathing and
seizures. Therefore, it is advisable to schedule the pet‘s appointment so that you can monitor him for
any adverse reactions subsequent to the vaccine‘s administration. Your veterinarian will tell you what to
watch for. If you do suspect your pet is having a reaction, call your veterinarian immediately.
Vaccinating your pet is considered one of the easiest ways to help him live a long, healthy life. Not only
do vaccines prevent many illnesses, but they can save you hundreds of dollars in treating a disease that
could have been easily prevented. In addition, they protect you and your family from diseases that can
readily be passed from animals to people. Ultimately, vaccines can avoid a lot of heartbreak. Additional
information regarding vaccines can be found at the American Veterinary Medical Association
(https://www.avma.org/public/PetCare/Pages/vaccinations.aspx).
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On July 26, the Tehama County Health Services Agency issued a warning to county residents
concerning the threat of rabies. The announcement stated, ―We have had a few cases of individuals
who were potentially exposed to rabies after they found and touched dead bats.‖ Even though no human
cases were reported within the area as of the date of the warning, the agency did report that rabies in
bats was considered widespread within Tehama County.
We live in a rural area where wildlife abounds. Around our home I have sighted many examples of this,
such as raccoons, skunks, foxes, coyotes, and bats, among others. Interestingly enough, these same
animals account for the most frequently reported rabid wildlife species in the United States a fact
reinforced by the California Department of Public Health, Veterinary Public Health Section Report
―Animal Rabies by County and Species California, January 1 – December 31, 2018.‖
Domestic animals such as cats, dogs, horses, sheep and cattle account for less than 10% of reported
rabies to the Centers for Disease Control.
While many of us may never come across a rabid wild animal, the possibility exists that one of our pets
will, especially when allowed to roam freely. Therein lies the risk to humans. According to the World
Health Organization, domestic dogs, through bites or scratches, transmitted the rabies virus in more
than 99% of the human cases reported. Of note, children between the ages of 5–14 years of age are the
most frequent victims, which is not surprising since the highest incidence of dog bite injuries occur within
the same parameters.

Since rabies has been a popular theme in many novels and films, opinion often is that a rabid animal
can be easily identified because of the foaming at the mouth, the baring of teeth with overt
aggressiveness, and the uncontrollable drooling. Unfortunately, these symptoms are usually indicative of
the latter stages of the disease. What one may find, instead, is that a wild animal may lose its dread of
humans and come within close proximity. Another signal could be a nocturnal animal becoming active
during the day. Neither sign is representative of the prevalent perception. The best way to assess risk is
to recognize unusual behavior.
Wildlife is more likely to be rabid than our domestic animals. Our amount of contact with domestics is
typically greater than our contact with wild animals. When a rabid wild animal does infect a pet of ours,
our risk in contracting the disease greatly increases. So you might ask ―Why all the concern?‖ The
concern is that once a person begins to show signs of rabies their chances of survival are extremely
poor. The first signs of rabies mimic typical flu symptoms such as fever, general weakness, and
headache. Within days other symptoms appear such as insomnia, anxiety, confusion, and agitation. As
the disease continues to progress, delirium, abnormal behavior, and hallucinations occur. Shortly
thereafter organ failure occurs and death ensues. Therefore, all of us should make every effort to limit
possible rabies exposure and to provide adequate immunity to our pets.
To limit possible exposure, we begin by vaccinating. According to California law, all dogs over four
months old are required to be vaccinated for rabies. It is also highly encouraged that other animals, like
cats and horses that are outdoors and have the possibility of contact with wild animals, also be
vaccinated. Unfortunately, there will always be those who will not or do not vaccinate their animals.
Unvaccinated animals allowed to roam outdoors, without adequate supervision, are exposed to wild
animal vectors and other domestics that could be infected. In addition, avoiding contact with wild
animals or any pet that is unfamiliar can aid in preventing unnecessary exposure. A good guiding
principle both adults and children should memorize was provided by TCHSA and is: ‖Love your own,
leave other animals alone.‖
However, if you or your pet is bitten by an unfamiliar animal, seek immediate medical or veterinarian
attention. In addition, report the incident to the Tehama County Health Services Agency (527-6824). You
will also need to contact the appropriate Animal Control agency. For the city limits of Red Bluff, animal
control is handled by the Red Bluff Police Department (527-3131). In the city limits of Corning, the
Corning Police Department (824-7000) manages animal control. For other areas in the county, the
Sheriff‘s Department (529-7900 ext. 1) is responsible. It is very important that the biting animal be
located, safely apprehended, and assessed for rabies as soon as possible.
The California Department of Fish and Wildlife (https://www.wildlife.ca.gov/Living-with-Wildlife) provides
a multitude of resources in dealing with wildlife issues. However, if do you find a deceased wild animal in
your home, contact the above Animal Control agencies about what to do. If you remove it, be sure to
wear gloves before handling it, and place it in a plastic bag. Try to avoid any direct contact but, if contact
does occur, wash the affected area with soap and water as soon as is possible.
Additional information regarding Rabies can be found at the Centers for Disease Control
(http://www.cdc.gov/rabies/index.html ) and the California Department of Public Health
(https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/Pages/Rabies.aspx).

PETS: Birthday for shelter pets
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For many of the animals who wind up in shelters, their birthdates are unknown. While staff might be able
to estimate their age, it is never known for sure. When they finally get their forever homes, the new
family gives them a date, like the day they were adopted, as their birthday.
To help correct this situation, the North Shore Animal League in 2008 decided to declare August 1 the
national birthday day for shelter and rescue dogs. It is known as DOGust. A made-up birthday
celebration for dogs whose birthdays are unknown. So, even though Aug. 1 has passed, there is
absolutely no reason why we cannot celebrate all month long and pick our favorite shelter or rescue and
some of their animals (cats included) to post and share. Let‘s see how many we can get adopted.
And to help celebrate these fantastic animals, we are also doing a little giveaway here at PETS If you
share your dog‘s (or cat‘s) adoption story and birthdate with us, you will have a chance to win a special
gift basket.
As many of you are aware, and for those of you that are not, my favorite shelter is the Tehama County
Animal Care Center at 1830 Walnut Street, Red Bluff, 527-3439. It is a small place that does big things.
If you have never visited, I strongly suggest that you do. It is not a place of doom and gloom, and I think
you will agree that it is, instead, quite the opposite. Even if you do not wish to adopt, foster, or volunteer,
which all of us would love to see you do, at least visit and get to know the tiny building and the people
within that manage to serve all of Tehama County. I believe you will be as impressed as I am.
Deserving Pets Rescue is among my favorite rescues. Located in Red Bluff
(www.deservingpetsrescue.com), they are also dedicated to saving the lives of the abandoned, injured
and sick pets of the County. This small group has accomplished some amazing miracles. For example,
Moira came into the center in pretty rough shape. Not only was she practically blind from untreated dry
eye and a foxtail, she also had ear infections, abscessed teeth, and at over 10 years old was pregnant.
did not hesitate in rescuing her and mere hours after being transferred to their care she had four
beautiful babies. Deserving Pets has had many other wonderful outcomes and have some special

animals available now for adoption. If you cannot find what you are looking for at the center, then get in
touch with Deserving Pets.
I have so many ―favorite‖ animals at the center that it is difficult to pick just a few. But there are always
those that grab your heart and won‘t let go. One is Hazel (05-16-19-0). I cannot fathom why this striking
brindle Shepherd mix is still at the shelter. Simply put, she is a beautiful girl with a beautiful soul. She
adores giving kisses, thrives on affection, likes to play and would be the perfect addition to a family.
Aladdin (06-05-19-7) lost the only home he had ever known. However, this handsome, gentle boy with
the silkiest fur is the mellowest of cats and desires nothing more than for someone to pet and scratch
him under his chin. He has been at the Center for 58 days, and the only reasons he has not been
adopted yet, I believe, is that he is black and no longer looks like a kitten.
For such a playful young boy, Curtis (04-15-19-04) surprises you on how well he can focus his attention.
Full of personality and very intelligent he knows a number of commands. Of course, it helps that he
loves treats and easily catches them when tossed. Having been at that center for almost 4 months, he
gets a bit restless in his kennel, but if you take him out to the play yard, I guarantee he will become your
favorite, too.
It would be hard not to fall head over heels for Zeus (06-27-19-10), a handsome fella with crystal blue
eyes. Okay, maybe those eyes are crossed, but they definitely add a certain sense of whimsy to his
overall happy personality. He adores attention and is eager to please. All this dog wants, like so many of
the others, is a family to call his own.
Last, but not least is ―Good Boy Roy‖ (06-06-19-02). At present Roy is in foster care only because he
needs to be able to run, play, and get all the exercise and companionship this energetic fellow needs. If
you saw him now, out of the shelter, you would not believe it was the same dog. Having a foster network
is unbelievably important. Pets who do not thrive in a shelter have a much better chance to become
healthy and happy. Fosters are not only heroes to the animals, they are also heroes to everyone
involved.
Don‘t forget to share your dog‘s (or cat‘s) adoption story (and hopefully a picture) with us, to win a
special gift basket. All you need to do is either post the story to our Facebook page
(https://www.facebook.com/PETSTehama) or email it to petstehama@gmail.com. Be sure to include
contact information. The winner will be announced on Aug. 31. Happy DOGust everyone.

The toll on caretakers | Pets
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While we often discuss the care (or lack thereof) regarding animals, very little, if any, attention is given to
the dedicated caretakers of them. For those uninvolved, the people, staff and volunteers who rescue
animals, work in animal shelters, veterinary clinics and are otherwise involved in animal welfare and
animal rights are the caretakers of our animal friends. Those who dedicate themselves to the saving of
animals can experience a wide range of emotions on any given day. Seeing an animal in need who finds
a supportive home can bring joy in one moment — while seeing an abused, severely injured and
frightened animal can bring heartbreak the next. No matter how many animals a caretaker has helped
there are always many more. These people take on the work because they love animals, and they want
to save them. Inevitably individuals and organizations become overextended and overwhelmed which
exacts a heavy emotional toll and, ultimately, adversely impacts their over-all health and well-being.

I worked as a nurse in high stress environments for over 25 years. My career involved many years of
dealing with lives filled with all forms of trauma, some of which was quite horrific. Though the desire to
help those in need may appear endless, trust me when I state that one‘s ability to access compassion
can become compromised over time. The emotional demands of constant exposure to suffering, no
matter how satisfying the outcome, can lead to compassion fatigue, burnout, job-related stress or
whatever other words you wish to use to describe the feelings. After having experienced it myself, and
witnessing it in colleagues, it is recognizable. Therefore, if we wish to support and help those who care
for and protect the multitude of animals within our community, we must then acknowledge that those in
the trenches of animal welfare can be affected by what is known as ―secondary traumatic stress
disorder‖, the symptoms of which are similar to those suffering post-traumatic stress disorder.
According to Charles R. Figley, Ph.D., foremost authority of traumatic stress, in his book ―Compassion
Fatigue: Coping With Secondary Traumatic Stress Disorder In Those Who Treat The Traumatized,‖
compassion fatigue is described as the ―cost of caring‖ for others. It is categorized by physical and
emotional exhaustion and a change in the person‘s ability to feel empathy for their charges, loved ones
and even co-workers. It is marked by increased cynicism, a loss of enjoyment in the job and can
transform into depression and other stress-related illnesses. Other symptoms include headaches,
stomachaches, insomnia or hypersomnia, anger or irritability, poor concentration or lack of motivation
and an increase in negative behaviors such as drinking, smoking, over-eating and various other
addictions.
Noted author Dr. Rachel Remen states, ―The expectation that we can be immersed in suffering and loss
daily and not be touched by it is as unrealistic as expecting to be able to walk through water without
getting wet.‖ The quote eloquently illustrates the inevitability of compassion fatigue, especially for those
who work directly with victims such as nurses, psychologists and first responders (police, paramedics,
fire) as well as people who work in animal welfare. Did you know that animal control officers have the
highest suicide rate, along with other helping professions such as police officers, of all workers in the
United States? In fact, as published on April 1, 2015 in the Journal of American Veterinary Medicine,
recent research revealed that one in six veterinarians has considered suicide. In addition, The American
Journal of Preventive Medicine found that animal welfare workers have a suicide rate of 5.3 per 1 million
workers. They are among the highest in the study compared to a national average of 1.5 American
workers per 1 million. You must agree, these are alarming facts.
It is important to note that very often these caretakers are not able to talk about their feelings openly with
co-workers, friends and/or family. No one wants to be perceived as not having what is ―necessary,‖ so
the emotional distress that often comes with the work is continually suppressed. It is the very frequent
―suck it up buttercup‖ expectation. Therefore, it is vital that everyone understands that compassion
fatigue is not an illness, a mental disorder, a character flaw or a sign of weakness. But know that it can
drastically affect both the caretaker‘s professional and personal life.
There are many parts to managing compassion fatigue. The first part is recognizing it. Another vital part
is getting support, whether from good friends, trusted co-workers, supportive family members or
professionals. In addition, self-care is another necessary part. Because many caretakers often feel guilty
when they think about taking time for themselves, it is useful to view self-care as recharging one‘s own
batteries. Employing simple practices such as regular exercise, healthy eating habits, enjoyable social
activities, etc. can help. Author Eleanor Brown said, ―Self-care is not selfish. You cannot serve from an
empty vessel.‖ I can assure you, from my own personal experience, it is quite true. Lastly, it is
imperative that every management team learn how to best aid staff in order to prevent compassion
fatigue, thus avoiding the potentially more significant health and economic consequences which may
result within the community.

There are many resources available to not only help recognize the causes and symptoms of
compassion fatigue, but also provide training and counseling for caretakers. The Compassion Fatigue
Awareness Project (http://www.compassionfatigue.org/pages/resources.html) provides contact
information for some of the organizations.

PETS: Let’s work together to end animal
abandonment

Roy, a hound mix, is one of several dogs waiting to be adopted at the Tehama County Animal Care Center.
(Contributed)
By Ronnie Casey | July 20, 2019 at 3:41 am
Every individual in our community shares in the fate of abandoned animals. Just because some pet guardians are
reprehensible, it does not mean the rest of us should not do our part. That means you should not ignore any
animal you believe is abandoned. It is vital to the animal‘s welfare that you report the abandonment immediately to
the appropriate authorities.
In Tehama County the authorities to notify are Animal Regulation Officers, also known as animal control officers.
They are who enforce state and county laws and regulations pertaining to the licensing, impounding and disposal
of animals. The most familiar of their duties is locating, capturing, impounding and transporting dangerous,
unwanted, lost, diseased or injured animals. In addition, they investigate complaints regarding animal code
violations, such as abandonment. For the city limits of Red Bluff, animal control is handled by the Red Bluff Police
Department (527-3131). In the city limits of Corning, the Corning Police Department (824-7000) manages animal
control. For other areas in the county, the Sheriff‘s Department (529-7900 ext. 1) is responsible.
The Tehama County Animal Care Center, at 1830 Walnut St., Red Bluff (527-3439) is where the animal will be
taken to insure it receives humane care and safekeeping. In addition, the Center is also responsible for the
issuance of all dog and kennel licenses within the county, and for the supervision of rabies control activities within
our county. The Center‘s mission is to practice and promote responsible, compassionate care of all animals, both
in their care and in the community it serves. It is considered a ―limited admission‖ shelter, accepting all stray
animals found within its jurisdiction. Animal owner surrenders are handled on a case-by-case basis, and only with

prior manager approval. Any questions with regard to found or lost animals, adoptions, licensing, etc. can be
directed there.
Be aware, California law recognizes abandonment as animal cruelty, which is a crime. According to California
Penal Code 596-597, cruelty to animals is defined as ―Maliciously and intentionally maims, mutilates, tortures, or
wounds a living animal, or maliciously and intentionally kills an animal; or overdrives, overloads, drives when
overloaded, overworks, tortures, torments, deprives of necessary sustenance, drink, or shelter, cruelly beats,
mutilates, or cruelly kills any animal or causes or procures any animal to be so treated.‖ Animals shall be seized
and impounded and ownership forfeited. These crimes may be charged as either a misdemeanor or felony, with
punishment of a fine up to $20,000 and/or imprisonment up to 1 year…‖
However, in cases of abandonment, finding the rightful owner to prosecute is often extremely difficult, therefore it
is imperative that any witness provide as much information as possible. Any details given can go a long way
towards assisting the ACO. Be sure to write down a factual statement of what was witnessed, who was involved,
the date(s) and time(s) of the incident(s), and where it/they occurred. Videos and photographs can also help. If
there are others who have also witnessed the incident(s), be sure to provide their names. Please, do not be
hesitant about standing up for those who cannot speak for themselves. I cannot say it too often, these animals
have no chance for survival unless we do the right thing.
If you do find a stray dog in Tehama County, the County Code states you must, within 24 hours (8 hours in city of
Red Bluff), notify the authorities, which would be either the sheriff or appropriate police department. To those who
do find a dog and bring it home, please be aware that bringing the animal home does not mean it is automatically
yours. The case of ―finders‘ keepers‖ does not apply. You cannot, and should not, immediately try to rehome it.
After notifying authorities, if circumstances allow, the ―finder‖ can hold the dog.
During this time, you are required to make every effort to locate the pet‘s guardian. Initially, the Tehama County
Animal Care Center is to be notified and provided with your name, phone number, the location where the animal
was found, and a description of it, along with any other form of identification or markings the dog might have. In
addition, the animal is to be brought in and scanned for a microchip at either the center or a local veterinarian. Also
make sure you protect your family, your other pets and the dog you found, by keeping the found animal separate
from other pets and children, and secure so that it does not get loose again.
The PETS organization also tries to help reunite found animals in Tehama County with their owners through our
own Facebook page (https://www.facebook.com/PETSTehama). We post pictures of the strays that have come
into the Tehama County Animal Care Center. In addition, we encourage you to email us at
petstehama@gmail.com. We will gladly post the information provided to assist in locating a found animal‘s owner.
If we ever hope to mitigate abandonment, we must work together. We can work towards increasing resources to
end pet over-population. We can volunteer to assist organizations expand and develop necessary programs. We
can refuse to purchase from irresponsible backyard breeders. We can prevent unwanted litters by spaying and
neutering. We can use our vote and voice in local government to change laws and policies. We can support,
volunteer, foster, or adopt at our local shelter and rescues. We can spread awareness.

PETS: What kind of monster could abandon an
animal?

Lexi is one of several dogs available for adoption at the Tehama County Animal Care Center in Red Bluff. (Contributed)
By RONNIE CASEY |
PUBLISHED: July 12, 2019 at 3:45 pm | UPDATED: July 12, 2019 at 7:01 pm

Dumping, or the act of abandoning, animals is not a new action. At our shelter ―dumped‖ dogs, cats, and
yes, even assorted livestock are brought in with surprising regularity. Dumping an animal is a coward‘s
choice and is unforgivable. I find it hard to imagine what type of monster could readily cast aside an
animal without any regard for its well-being. A monster is ‗an inhumanly cruel or wicked person‘. When
any person abandons an animal and does nothing to ensure its basic needs to sustain life are met, that
person has lost all basic tenets of humanity. That person is in fact truly a monster.
So, what happens to those helpless living creatures who are ruthlessly dumped? If they are lucky,
someone else will assume the responsibility of caring for them. If they are unlucky, they suffer a slow
agonizing death by starvation, dehydration and/or injury and illness. Don‘t like the term ―monster?‖ Why?
Is it because you may have done it? Read on.
The dog that goes stray after an owner allows it to roam freely, without identification, is dumped.
Animals left behind when their owner moves are dumped. Unwanted litters and their over bred mothers
are dumped. Improperly trained and under-socialized animals who become uncontrollable are dumped.
Elderly animals whose owners do not wish to deal with the infirmities of age or make the ―hard
decisions‖ are dumped. The puppy who is no longer cute is dumped. The pet acquired without
forethought and consideration, who becomes too costly, or not ―allowed‖, is dumped. None of these
situations are the animal‘s fault, yet they pay a hefty price. That cost is their life.
While many of us would never consider dumping an animal, monsters do not hesitate. Last year the
Tehama County Animal Care Center had 2,381 animals brought in either by Animal Control or County
residents. Owners only claimed 572 (approximately 24%) of these animals. The 76% remaining animals
were not. Also, be aware that these figures do not include animals the shelter never receives, such as
those found deceased, and other animals not reported, like questionable ―feral‖ cat populations.
Perhaps one of the lamest excuses heard for abandoning an animal and not bringing it into the shelter is
that ―the shelter will automatically kill the animal once the mandatory hold period is completed.‖ Folks,
TCACC does not have ―time limits‖ for adoptable animals. Only after intense consideration of factors

such as a life threatening illness, extreme medical problems, and/or unprovoked aggression is the
decision made to euthanize. And I ask you, if given a choice, isn‘t humane euthanasia more acceptable
than letting an animal slowly suffer and wretchedly die alone? How can you possibly justify that?
In our county, animals are most commonly dumped in the more rural areas. To the monsters who do, or
consider doing it, you need to know what happens when you ―set a dog free‖. It‘s not pretty. A likely and
more humane outcome for a dog dumped on a farm or ranch is to be shot. The safety of a farmer‘s
livestock has a much higher priority than some mangy mutt wandering about. You might think ―My Mr.
Fido isn‘t a predator.‖ Well, tell that to the farmer‘s chickens, goats, calves, sheep, etc. The dog still
needs to eat, and since you, in your infinite wisdom are no longer feeding him, where do you think he
will get his food, the local supermarket? Therefore, if your ―precious pet‖ isn‘t shot, the next most likely
outcome, if he has not been hit by a car, will be slowly starving to death.
If you think a farmer can‘t kill your dog, then think again. The California Food and Agricultural Code
regarding the regulation of dogs states that any person may kill any dog if the dog is found in the act of
killing, wounding, or persistently pursuing or worrying livestock or poultry on land or premises which are
not owned or possessed by the owner of the dog. In addition, no action, civil or criminal, shall be
maintained for the killing of any such dog.
I truly hope all of you have not stopped reading. The truth gets even uglier. The dogs, or animals who
are killed with one shot are the ―lucky‖ ones. Some get wounded and die slowly and painfully, some are
poisoned and die a painful, gruesome death. Some may be kicked or stomped to death by guard
donkeys or attacked by guard dogs. Others may become food for wild animals like coyotes or mountain
lions. Chances are exceedingly great that the animal is not going to live happily ever-after ―running free‖
with the wind in his face, but die in some horrific way. So be sure not to take that animal to the shelter or
try to rehome it or, even better, take care of him properly. It might show that you have some humanity
within you.
No animal deserves to be dumped in a strange place and left to figure out how to survive. No animal. In
addition, no-one should ever accept ―dumping‖ as being even slightly socially or morally acceptable. If
you do, then you are as bad as the monsters who do it. Next week, I will discuss what to do if you find
an abandoned animal and what can happen if you dump one.

PETS: Keep your pets safe, comfortable for the Fourth
of July holiday
By RONNIE CASEY |
PUBLISHED: June 28, 2019 at 3:34 pm | UPDATED: June 28, 2019 at 3:35 pm

On July 4, 1776, the Continental Congress adopted the Declaration of Independence, announcing the
separation of the 13 American colonies from the British Empire. In commemoration of that eventful day
we typically celebrate by enjoying backyard or camping activities, tasty barbecues shared with family
and friends, parades and beautiful fireworks. Since pets are family, it is only natural to want to include
them in these fun festivities but, if you do, be sure to take precautions that will ensure that they will enjoy
the holiday as much as you do.
Unlike people, pets are afraid of fireworks and often panic at the loud noises. The American Humane
Association states that July 5th is the busiest day of the year for animal shelters because they are
inundated with pets that flee at the noise of firecrackers, ultimately becoming lost. Why not start with a

little advance preparation? Make sure your pets have identification tags with up-to-date information. In
addition, if your pets are not already microchipped, then this is the perfect opportunity to get it done. This
simple procedure can greatly improve your chances of getting your pets back if they become lost. Be
sure that you have a current photo to identify them if they do become lost. Also, be sure that your yard is
secure enough to keep your pet contained, making improvements as needed to guarantee it.
If your dog does panic with the sounds of fireworks it may make you feel unsettled, but remember that it
is important to keep your emotions in check. If you are nervous, your dog will be nervous even before he
hears anything. Speak to him in a happy, upbeat tone and be confident. Your pet picks up on your
emotions, so maintaining a calm demeanor is best for all concerned. Consider getting a ThunderShirt.
These jackets snugly swaddle your dog, much like their mother would do when they were pups. The
feeling can help anxious dogs calm down in high stress situations. When using one, put it on before the
fireworks begin so they are relaxed when the show starts.
In addition to the booming noise of the fireworks, unfamiliar places and large crowds can all be very
frightening to pets, thus also increasing the risk of them running away. It is strongly suggested to
consider leaving your pets at home when you go to rowdy parties, firework displays, parades and other
unfamiliar loud gatherings. If you are going to an event and cannot leave your pet at home, then keep
him leashed and under your direct control at all times.
Do not apply any sunscreen or insect repellent product to your pet that is not specifically labeled for use
on animals. What is not toxic to humans can be quite toxic to animals. Ingestion of sunscreen products
can result in drooling, vomiting, diarrhea, excessive thirst, and lethargy. The misuse of insect repellent
that contains DEET can lead to neurological issues. Also keep citronella candles, insect coils, and tiki
torch oil out of their reach. Consumption of these products can produce stomach irritation and, possibly,
even central nervous system depression in your pets. If inhaled, the oils could cause aspiration
pneumonia.
Never leave alcoholic drinks unattended where pets can easily reach them. If your pet drinks alcohol
they can become dangerously intoxicated, weak, severely depressed, go into a coma or, in severe
cases, die from respiratory failure.
Beer is also toxic, the fermented hops and ethanol being very poisonous to both dogs and cats.
Do not put glow jewelry on your pets or allow them to play with it. While the luminescent substance
contained in these products is not highly toxic, excessive drooling and gastrointestinal irritation could still
result from ingesting them and intestinal blockage could occur from swallowing the pieces of plastic.
Many gatherings are held poolside, at the beach or on a lake, with our dogs happily tagging along. It is
estimated that thousands of family pets die in drowning accidents each year. So, please do not assume
your pet knows how to swim. Pets and children, it should be understood, should be supervised at all
times when in the presence of water. Your pet should be taught where the steps in the pool are located,
in case he falls in or gets in trouble while swimming. In addition, there are pet-safety ladders that can be
installed in most pools. At the beach do not leave your dog unattended, since he can be overpowered by
tides and currents and become pounded by the waves. If it is a boating outing you are planning, why not
invest in a life jacket made specifically for your four-legged buddy?
If you are hosting a party at your house, remember that some foods can be toxic to pets, such as
onions, avocados, chocolate, nuts, raisins, coffee, artificial sweeteners, mushrooms, and grapes.
Discarded bones from ribs, steak or chicken can cause an obstruction or lacerations of your pet‘s
digestive system. In addition to the fire hazard, consuming the grease in the grill trap is a common cause
of summertime illness in dogs, so be sure to keep Fido away from the BBQ.

With a little forethought and a few simple precautions, both you and your pets can enjoy a safe and
Happy Fourth of July.

It’s easy to criticize without offering a solution
PUBLISHED: June 21, 2019 at 11:38 am | UPDATED: June 21, 2019 at 11:39 am

I would like to preface this article by stating the opinions contained within are my own, and do not
necessarily reflect the opinions of either PETS, this newspaper or the Tehama County Animal Care
Center.
Last week center, in conjunction with PETS, ran one of their no-cost/low-fee adoption events. During it,
we successfully adopted many more pets to homes than would have occurred on a normal day. We
have learned that these reduced-fee or fee-waived adoption events are highly successful at finding
homes for pets that are too often overlooked or ignored.
However, again we heard that giving free animals away was crazy, we were admonished that we should
keep them safe, that the event was a very bad idea. It was made quite clear in posts and emails, that
giving animals away for free, or at low cost, would encourage the adopters to view them as disposable
and would ultimately cause the animal more harm than good.
Here‘s a news flash: these animals are in the shelter because they were already viewed as disposable
and many have been harmed physically or emotionally in more ways than I care to count. The ones that
end up in our shelter are born into an environment that does not want them, does not care for them and
ultimately abandons them. As a result, the shelter becomes vastly over-populated, and its limited
resources and finances become severely overburdened.
You want to give an opinion? Then give viable solutions that will resolve the issues of homelessness,
abuse and neglect regarding the animals within our county, and be sure to also address the
overpopulation problem at the shelter. Then you might have something worthwhile to say.
It must be nice to sit behind a computer screen from the comfort of your home and hand out opinions. It
is extremely easy to judge the actions of others when you do not invest a miniscule portion of yourself.
How wonderful it is to be securely away from the action while pontificating on what should or should not
be done. The worst part is that those who vocalize state how they have nothing but the best interests of
the animal in mind when, in fact, their words are devoid of action. Am I angry? You bet I am.
In addition, do you honestly believe the staff and volunteers who often put their own needs and desires
on hold while devoting extraordinary amounts of time, energy, money and their own emotional wellbeing to aid and support these helpless beings would indiscriminately hand over an animal that they are
trying so hard to help? Have some faith in us folks.
No matter what the fee is, potential adopters must still fill out an application, present a valid I.D. and
speak to the staff about the pet they wish to adopt. Malevolent individuals are highly unlikely to go
through the required process of adopting a pet that involves a written application, and the scrutiny of
those actively involved in the animal‘s welfare. I would be much more worried about the ―free to a good
home‖ postings on Facebook, Craigslist, and other venues, which for the most part enable the very
abusers that our detractors are concerned about.
During these adoption events, the public is encouraged to spend time with us. We watch them interact
with the potential new pet and we talk to them, asking pertinent questions to help ensure that family and
pet would be ―good together.‖ If they have a dog, we ask they bring it for a ―meet and greet‖ with the

possible new addition, during which we see how the existing animal looks, is cared for, and how it
responds to its family. We may lower fees, but we do not lower the screening standards for adopting
families. So, I ask, ―if all appears fine, what difference does it make what is being charged?‖ Having high
fees does not guarantee good homes.
I should also address the other frequently voiced assumption that the only people taking advantage of
no-cost/low fee adoption events are lower-income families who probably cannot afford a pet and
therefore should not own one. Considering 20.9% of the population in Tehama County (13k out of 62.3k
people) live below the poverty line and that the median income is $42,512, which is less than the median
annual income of $60,336 across the entire United States, it would be safe to assume any adopter, no
matter what is charged, is most likely not of a high-income status. Does that also mean the financially
disadvantaged cannot love their pets just as well as anyone else?
People from all walks of life come to these events. As a result, of those who have come, even if they did
not adopt, some end up volunteering, donating, fostering, transporting or helping spread positive
feedback about the shelter and the animals housed within. In addition, many of the harder-to-place pets
have been adopted. All of which benefits these animals. So, whether a low or high fee is charged, all of
us involved will continue do everything we can to find good homes for these helpless creatures, and we
will continue to do it with as much compassion and creativity as we can muster. And for those of you
with the opinions, perhaps you need to come from behind the keyboard and actively do something. It
would be much more productive.

Breeding season means baby animals are common
PUBLISHED: June 14, 2019 at 3:02 pm | UPDATED: June 14, 2019 at 3:02 pm

This is breeding season, and it is not uncommon to see baby animals outside during these warmer months
as these new generations start. Often it may appear that these adorable animals need our help, but unless
it is truly orphaned or injured, there is no reason to jump to the rescue.
Some common signs that the animal may need your help are as follows: there is evidence of bleeding; the
animal has an apparent broken limb; a bird is featherless or nearly featherless and on the ground; the
animal is shivering; there is a dead parent nearby; and finally, the animal is crying and wandering about. If
you see any of these signs, safely capture and find help at an appropriate facility.
However, if you discover a family nesting in or around your home, try a bit of patience. If the animals are
not causing damage or harm, be tolerant and wait a few weeks until the young are old enough for the
family to vacate. If you kill or relocate an adult animal, you just might be sentencing the young to death.
Never handle a wild animal without first consulting a wildlife professional. Even the small babies can injure
you. Shasta Wildlife Rescue and Rehabilitation in Anderson – http://www.shastawildliferescue.com (3659453) and Tehama Wild Care – http://www.tehamawildcare.com (347-1687) are local rescue organizations
that can assist you. When you have contacted someone who can help, describe the animal and their
physical condition as accurately as possible.
Unless you are told otherwise, there are a few ways you can make an animal more comfortable while
you‘re waiting to receive help. Put the animal in a safe container. For birds and most animals, use a sturdy
cardboard box which can be closed. Before using, punch holes large enough for air, but not large enough
for the animal to escape, and line the box with soft cloth.
When putting the animal in the prepared container, wear thick gloves and cover the animal with a towel or
pillowcase as you gently scoop them up. Keep the container away from direct sunlight, air conditioning or
heat. In addition, keep it in a quiet place. Leave the radio and TV off and keep talking to a minimum. Wild

animals typically are not accustomed to our voices and can become even more stressed by the noise.
Since the animal may be injured, or a very small orphan, it is already in a compromised condition. Keeping
its world dark and quiet will help lower its stress level and assist in keeping him alive.
If featherless or nearly featherless baby birds have fallen from their nest but appear unharmed, put them
back in the nest if you can do so without danger to yourself. If the babies are clearly injured or in imminent
danger, contact Tehama Wild Care. Unfortunately, at present, they are full of mammal babies and raptors
and are looking for volunteers to transport baby songbirds to Shasta Wildlife Rescue. Songbird babies
should be raised with their own species or they will grow up without communication skills and without
hearing their own song, they will never be able to sing properly. In addition, they will be ostracized by their
own kind. If you can volunteer to transport, please contact as soon as you can, Karen Scheuermann,
Wildlife Rehabilitation Permit holder, at karens2020@gmail.com or 347-1687.
Domestic baby animals (kittens, puppies, calves, kids, foals, piglets, etc.) found injured or abandoned on
the road need to be taken to an appropriate facility. In our county, start by contacting the following animal
control agencies. If you live in the city limits of Red Bluff, call the Red Bluff Police Department (527-3131).
In the city limits of Corning, call the Corning Police Department (824-7000). Anywhere in Tehama County
other than the above locations, call the Tehama County Sheriff‘s Office (529-7900 ext. 1). Unfortunately,
cats are unregulated in Tehama County, therefore, typically Animal Control will not pick them up. However,
if the animal is injured, they will. In addition, contact the Tehama County Animal Care Center located at
1830 Walnut St., Red Bluff (527-3439) for further advice.
Also, some of the local veterinary clinics may be able to provide assistance by pointing you in the direction
of people who can help. They are: Antelope Veterinary Hospital (530) 527-4522, Corning Veterinary Clinic
824-2966, Cottonwood Veterinary Clinic 347-3711, Mill Creek Veterinary Hospital 384-1700, Red Bluff
Veterinary Clinic 527-1886, and Valley Veterinary Clinic 527-5259.
As a final note, shelters strain to cope with the endless onslaught of domestic homeless animals, many of
which are puppies and kittens. Overpopulation of animals leads to overpopulation in the shelter, and there
is only so much that they can handle financially and physically. In order to truly help these babies, there
must be a firm commitment to the spaying and neutering of all pets, including ferals, and end backyard
breeding to reduce the numbers that at best, enter our shelter and, at worst, die a needless death.

PETS: Cruelty and crime in our community
PUBLISHED: June 7, 2019 at 1:27 pm | UPDATED: June 7, 2019 at 1:28 pm

On Friday, May 31, retired educator and columnist Mr. Joe Harrop, in his ―Taking a look at us without rose
colored glasses‖ column, wrote, ―I began to do some research on crime in our area … The data I
discovered was shocking.‖
He went on to relate, ―Looking at violent crime specifically, Red Bluff, CA has a violent crime rate that is
151% higher than the California average and 195% higher than the national average. For property crime,
Red Bluff, CA is 171% higher than the California average and 187% higher than the national average…
Tehama County‘s violent crime rate on a scale from 1 (low crime) to 100, is 77… The US average is
31.1… Tehama County‘s overall ranking is 46 out of the 58 counties… Crime Data .com says the crime
rate in Red Bluff is higher than 98.2% of American cities.‖ He is quite correct that the data is shocking, and
for a small rural area quite abysmal.
In 1997, The Massachusetts Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals, and Northeastern University,
found that 70% of people who committed violent crimes against animals also had records for other crimes.
Animal abusers were found to be five times more likely to commit violent crimes against people, four times
more likely to commit property crimes and three times more likely to have a record for drug or disorderly‐
conduct offenses.

The National Sheriffs‘ Association and the National Coalition on Violence Against Animals collaborated
with the Office of Community Oriented Policing Services, U.S. Department of Justice and in 2018
published ―Animal Cruelty as a Gateway Crime‖ https://ric-zai-inc.com/Publications/cops-w0867-pub.pdf
which discusses, in depth, that crimes of cruelty to animals are often precursors to crimes of violence and
abuse against people. An informative booklet I would strongly suggest reading.
We must seriously consider that cruelty to animals by individuals within our community has the distinct
potential of further jeopardizing the safety of the community where we live. Pet abuse is one of the four
predictors of domestic violence, according to a study conducted in 11 metropolitan cities. Research also
notes that between 71% and 83% of women entering shelters state that their domestic partner had abused
or killed the family pet. In addition, other studies noted pet abuse occurred in 88% of families being
overseen for physical abuse of their own children.
Further research has shown that 30% of children who have been the victims of abuse, or witnessed
domestic violence, have gone on to perform their own acts of animal cruelty. According to Robert K.
Ressler, who developed profiles of serial killers for the FBI, ―Murderers…very often start out by killing and
torturing animals as kids.‖ We know also that history is replete with serial killers who were first animal
abusers, Albert DeSalvo and Jeffrey Dahmer to name a couple. Some of the violence that has occurred in
schools in recent years began with cruelty to animals. Examples are Eric Harris and Dylan Klebold, who
shot and killed 12 students at Columbine High School. Both spoke of mutilating animals to their
classmates.
Even though we hear about the various crimes within our county on a regular basis, I can say that among
all that is espoused I have heard very little, if anything, with regard to animal cruelty. Animals get little
attention from any side of the political aisle. Despite their significant numbers, they continue to remain
largely unseen and mostly ignored unless they are benefiting an entity monetarily. It is imperative that
animal abuse be taken seriously by all levels of our legislative, executive, and judicial systems, as well as
our social service agencies.
It has been proven unequivocally that animal abuse crimes often occur with other offenses such as
domestic violence, child abuse, elder abuse, or sexual abuse and can serve as precursors to other more
violent crimes like homicide. Animal offenses do provide us with valuable insight, a ―window‖ if you will, to
other crimes that might be occurring. Batterers abuse pets to orchestrate fear, supremacy, and revenge in
homes dominated by violence. Severe animal neglect in the form of hoarding can often indicate individuals
needing social services or mental health assistance. The list of examples and facts is mind-boggling.
When the bond between children and animals is nurtured, it benefits not only the children and the animals,
but also the community. When that bond is broken by violence or neglect, society ultimately pays a high
price for it. These children are at a much greater risk for developing behavioral problems, failing
academically, and engaging in delinquent and criminal behaviors. They also are extremely vulnerable to
physical and psychological problems, an example of which is drug addiction, with its resultant
consequences on the community.
As Mr. Harrop stated, ―…we have a lot of work ahead of us if we want to improve things… We need to pull
together to work with our local governmental bodies to make changes in our communities. We need to stop
doing what we have always done and become more vigilant and engaged.‖ I couldn‘t agree more.
Problems that affect the entire community are best addressed by approaches that involve the resources of
the entire community, particularly when multiple populations are affected, and multiple agencies are
responsible for resolving these issues. No one agency can solve the problem of community and family
violence alone. No one agency has adequate resources. A collaborative approach among dedicated
individuals, and public and private entities, can be much more effective. Because, unless we collectively

work together to effectively address some of the root problems of crime, such as animal cruelty, then our
future continues to remain dismal.

PETS: Fostering needs are great right now
PUBLISHED: May 25, 2018 at 5:09 pm | UPDATED: May 30, 2018 at 4:37 pm

As the weather warms, many kittens and puppies are born with no one to take care of them. Although
these little bundles of fur are as adorable as any other baby, many are still weeks away from being old
enough to be weaned, spayed, neutered and adopted. At the Tehama County Animal Care Center
(TCACC), the ability to take in these animals is often directly dependent on the number of reliable foster
volunteers it has because, like most humane organizations, it does not have enough personnel to
provide the special attention required. Even if they do not have special needs, these young ones do not
have developed immune systems and, because of the unending inflow of other animals, they are at a
heightened risk of becoming ill. As diligently as everyone will try, some will die. The more fosters
available, the more lives that can be saved.
Animals typically fostered at the Tehama County Animal Care Center are canines or felines. They may
be under 8 weeks of age, an animal ―teenager‖ or one who is much more ―mature‖, or a mom that is
either pregnant or is nursing her newborns. In addition, the animal may require medical treatment or just
need a place to recover from a recent surgery. Fosters are crucial in rehabilitation situations. By
assisting an animal in recovery, and providing it with a nurturing home venue, fostering increases the
chance of a successful move into a new home. With regard to orphans, the foster becomes the
surrogate parent, providing the care necessary for those too young to function on their own. By providing
these babies nutrition, socialization and basic training during their formative first weeks of life, fosters
ensure the health and survival of the animal. Whatever the reason, and whether you only foster once or
decide to do it frequently, you will know that an animal, because of your efforts, survived a difficult period
in its life.
Basic requirements fosters are expected to provide include a nurturing environment, appropriate
nutrition, suitable shelter and adequate exercise. In addition to providing the basics, fosters may be
asked to transport the animals to veterinary appointments, adoption events, etc. Fosters are an amazing
group of caring people who provide care, safety, and most of all affection to an animal who may never
had experienced any.
When thinking about becoming a foster be aware that it is a commitment, not only to TCACC, but also to
the animal‘s well-being. Because the animal will be a part of your home, it is important that all family
members are supportive. Additionally, consider how much time you can commit because, depending
upon circumstances, you might have the animal for a few days, a few weeks or a few months. If you
already have pets at home, consider that you might have to keep them and the foster separated. Also,
be honest regarding skill level and experience. Since the ultimate goal is to insure the animal‘s health
and well-being, the Center will need to know your abilities when placing the animal.
If you have the time and have space in your home and heart to foster, I implore you to contact TCACC,
as soon as possible. The Center will provide food, supplies, veterinary care, etc., so there is essentially
no cost to you, and will guide you through the fostering process. In addition, PETS can provide
informative printed materials to assist you, and there are experienced veteran fosters who are willing
and ready to be a support system, giving advice and sharing stories, for first time foster volunteers. Help
is just a phone call or email away.

Finding enough fosters is a difficult endeavor. In fact, at present, the Tehama County Animal Care
Center, at 1830 Walnut St., Red Bluff, 527-3439 has an immediate need for some special people willing
to share their homes with three enchanting temporary guests. Both Cypress, a German Shepherd and
Stella, a Rottweiler mix, need homes where they can rest and recuperate while they receive their
heartworm treatment. In addition, Hooch, a German Shepherd mix, needs a home where he can
complete his recovery from Demodex and a broken leg. If you are interested, please contact Christine
McClintock, TCACC Manager, at 527-3439. She will be delighted to answer any questions you might
have with regard to fostering these amazing dogs.
One of the reasons that people are hesitant to foster is that they are fearful it will be hard to let go once
there is an emotional attachment. While it may be emotionally difficult to bring your first foster back to
the shelter, remember the animal is now ready, because of your efforts, for a loving, permanent home.
Fostering will be a labor of love that will leave you with great memories to cherish long after the animal
has been adopted. In addition to the many joys and benefits that everyone receives from fostering,
remember that removing one animal from the shelter will provide space for another homeless creature in
need. Fostering really does save lives. So, please call 527-3439 now. Everyone will be extremely
grateful.

Preparing for fire season with your pets
PUBLISHED: May 17, 2019 at 3:26 pm | UPDATED: May 17, 2019 at 3:26 pm

Last year California suffered the worst wildfire devastation in the country, according to the Wildland Fire
Summary and Statistics 2018 report. California accounted for the highest number of structures lost in
one state in 2018: 17,133 residences, 703 commercial/mixed residential structures and 5,811 minor
structures. Also, more than 1.8 million acres were burned by the wildland fires, surpassing the previous
year‘s total of 1.3 million. In addition, last year was California‘s deadliest year with more than 100
fatalities. This does not include the estimated tens of thousands of animals — pets, wildlife and livestock
— that were impacted.
Unfortunately, the fire forecasting models promise that the fire threat this summer will be worse than the
devastating 2017 and 2018 firestorms. According to the report, significant fire potential is expected
across the mountains and forests in the Sacramento Valley and surrounding foothills June through
August. ―More than 25 million acres of California wildlands are classified as under very high or extreme
fire threat, extending that risk over half the state,‖ the report adds.
―Low-income households, people with disabilities, people over the age of 65 and children less than five
years old, Californians who speak little or no English, and residents without cars (potentially critical to
escaping an evacuation zone), predominantly in rural areas, are all particularly at risk from wildfires,‖
says Cal Fire. A grim reminder of what occurred during the Camp Fire.
While it may not always be possible to evacuate with more than the clothes on your back, I cannot
impress upon everyone how important it is to prepare before the need to evacuate does strike. The lives
saved may be your own, your family‘s, your animals‘ and those who are trying to assist you. With that in
mind, this article is the first of a three-part series.
In the event of a wildfire, the Cal Fire Tehama Glen Unit Fire Department, (530) 528-5199 and the
Tehama County Sheriff‘s Office, (530)529-7900, will notify and assist with any evacuation of residents.
Please do not call 911 for fire or evacuation information. Use 911 only for immediate-threat
emergencies! Also, the Tehama County Sheriff‘s Office, Red Bluff Police Department and Corning
Police Department will use Tehama Alert to provide you with critical information quickly in a variety of

situations, such as severe weather, unexpected road closures, missing persons and evacuations of
buildings or neighborhoods. This service is free to the public. If you would like additional information
regarding Tehama Alert, Lisa Callaway or Andy Houghtby at the Tehama County Sheriff‘s Office (530529-7940) and Matt Hansen at the Red Bluff Police Department (530-527-3131) will assist you. To sign
up go to ( http://tehamaso.org/tehama-alert/). Go to the Google Play or iTunes App stores to download
―Everbridge ContactBridge‖ application to receive Emergency Alerts to your Android or iOS device. In
addition, you may wish to download the ―Ready for Wildfire‖ mobile application
(http://www.readyforwildfire.org/Ready-for-Wildfire-App/) to stay updated and get alerts when a wildfire is
reported in your chosen zip code.
2-1-1 Tehama is another resource for up-to-date information, relief and recovery resources. Either dial
2-1-1 or visit http://211norcal.org/tehama/ and click on ―Disaster Resources‖ under the ―Disaster
Response‖ tab. In addition, radio scanner frequencies for Tehama can be found at
http://www.scancal.org/co/tehama/index.html.
Emergency Alert System (EAS) announcements will be on local radio stations KFBK 1530 (AM) 93.1
(FM) and KTHU 100.7 (FM). Television stations KRCR Channel 7 (http://krcrtv.com/weather/wildfires),
KHSL Channel 12 and KNVN Channel 24 (http://www.actionnewsnow.com/home/) will also have EAS
announcements and will provide news updates. The Red Bluff Daily News
(http://www.redbluffdailynews.com/), The Redding Record Searchlight (http://www.redding.com/) and
The Chico Enterprise Record (http://www.chicoer.com/) will post updated news to their websites. As
well, current fire incident information can be found at CAL Fire
(http://cdfdata.fire.ca.gov/incidents/incidents_current) and Yuba Net (http://yubanet.com/Fires/).
Please remember, if a major disaster happens, the whole community may be affected and help may not
come immediately. Listen to Emergency Alert System announcements and get ready to leave. The
American Red Cross of Northeastern California (530) 673-1460 will establish shelters for short-term
housing and care of evacuees. However, they will only allow service animals, and not family pets, inside
their shelters. If you choose not to go to the Red Cross shelter, still contact them to provide information
about your location, in the event anyone is attempting to locate you.
Next week, Part 2 will be disaster planning for small animals.

Celebrating mothers of the animal kingdom
By Ronnie Casey | PUBLISHED: May 10, 2019 at 1:40 pm | UPDATED: May 10, 2019 at 1:41 pm

There is nothing like a mother‘s love, and animal moms are no exception. Humans are not the only ones
who take extraordinary measures to raise their young. So, in celebration of this coming Mother‘s Day, let‘s
take a gander at some amazing animal mothers.
Female polar bears deserve recognition for putting up with a lot. First, a male polar bear is not only the
king of the ―one-night stand‖ but is also rather bossy. He herds the female into an area of his preference
and then does everything he can to prevent her from leaving and having other males vie for her attention.
But in true ―wham, bam, thank-you mam‖ male tradition, he vacates the premises quickly, leaving the now
pregnant, unmarried female to roam the ice alone to put on about 440 pounds. While it is a lot of baby
weight to gain, if she does not find enough food to double her body weight, she will reabsorb the fertilized
egg. If she does pack on the pounds, good fortune smiles briefly upon her.
Polar bears have one of the easiest live labors in the animal kingdom. After digging a maternity den, soonto-be mama goes into a hibernation-like state, does not eat for approximately two months and gets to
sleep through the baby‘s birth. I know a few mothers who would probably like that part. Polar bear mothers
usually give birth to between one and four blind, light brown, one-pound cubs. They will stick by mom‘s

side for two-and-a-half years learning the necessary survival skills before mom abandons or chases them
away.
Another mom who deserves to be recognized is the elephant. Not only does she give birth to one of the
largest babies on this planet, but she endures a 22-month pregnancy. Now I don‘t know about the rest of
you, but can you imagine delivering a baby that averages 200 pounds at birth after carrying it for almost
two years? Even though the calf is initially born blind, the new mom is not alone when it comes to raising
her child.
The grandmothers, sisters, aunts, and cousins, also known as ―Allomothers,‖ in the herd help in every
aspect of rearing the young calf. They will help a calf to its feet after birth and show the baby how to nurse.
The older ones adjust the pace of the herd so the juvenile can keep up. In addition, the calf learns which
plants to eat and how to access them. Guess it really does take a village to raise an elephant.
Infants are fragile creatures, and not every animal is great with these delicate beings. However, huge
kudos need to be given to the female alligator, whose jaws can crush herculean bone to smithereens.
Once her little ones are born, mom will pick up an estimated 24 hatchlings very tenderly and carry them to
the water nearby. There they will spend their first couple of years dining on insects, snails, and
crustaceans, all the while being protected by mama. And who said these reptiles weren‘t gentle?
The orangutan is truly the ultimate in homemakers. She spends nearly all her life in the trees, where she
builds a new nest every single night. Fashioning more than 30,000 homes in a lifetime, I would say is an
impressive feat for any female. In addition, infant orangutans stay in close contact with their mothers for an
exceedingly long time. During the first two years of life, it relies entirely on its mother for food and
transportation. The baby will cling to mom, feeding on her milk while she moves through the trees and
builds her multitude of homes. Sometimes being carried until it is five years old, or being breast-fed until it
is eight. I don‘t know many human moms who would consider doing that. As far as having dad in the
picture, he only comes around to mate. Even the baby boys leave more quickly than the females, who will
often stay longer to learn those important child-rearing skills.
Cheetah moms are a patient lot. At any given time, they usually have four to six cubs to care for, and these
kids are not born with survival instincts. Mom must teach them not only how to hunt prey, but also how to
avoid being eaten by other predators. Unfortunately for mom, this training can take nearly two years to sink
in. Once the cubs learn to fend for themselves, Mom moves on to start the exhausting process all over
again, while the offspring left behind form a sibling or ―sib‖ group. The females will leave the group six
months or so later, as they are solitary and wish to avoid the others.
Finally let‘s talk female sea louse. Sure, she may be a tiny aquatic crustacean, but she is numero uno in
my book. First, she is lured by the male into his bachelor pad for mating. Which would be okay if it wasn‘t
for the other twenty-five or so pregnant females in attendance. And, if that wasn‘t bad enough, once her
babies are ready to be born, they enter the world by eating mommy from the inside out. It is the worst
childbirth ever. This female deserves medals, lots and lots of medals.

Lead by example during Be Kind to Animals Week
I heard a quote stated the other day. It had originally been voiced by our 26th President, Theodore
Roosevelt. ―It is not the critic who counts; not the man who points out how the strong man stumbles, or
where the doer of deeds could have done them better. The credit belongs to the man who is actually in
the arena, whose face is marred by dust and sweat and blood, who strives valiantly; who errs and
comes short again and again; … who at the worst, if he fails, at least he fails while daring greatly. So

that his place shall never be with those cold and timid souls who know neither victory nor defeat.‖ Not
many quotes make such a lasting impression, but this one did.
What many may not know is that Theodore Roosevelt is often considered the ―conservationist
president.‖ Even though he was an avid hunter, he often lamented the loss of species and habitat. The
decimation of the bison, and the eradication of elk, bighorn sheep, deer and other game was a loss, he
felt, that was indicative of society‘s perception of our natural resources. During his tenure, he used his
authority to protect wildlife and public lands by creating the US Forest Service and establishing 150
national forests, 51 federal bird reserves, 4 national game preserves, 5 national parks and 18 national
monuments. He felt it was his duty to defend nature and he ―strove valiantly‖ to do so.
World War I would eventually lead to the deaths of approximately 10 million horses, donkeys, and
mules, as well as hundreds of dogs, cats, carrier pigeons, and canaries used in the fight. The
importance of treating animals with kindness, compassion, and humanity was never greater. During
October of 1915, American Humane Association leaders recognized that they needed to step up and
champion the issue of humane education and animal welfare. They did so by establishing the first week
in May as Be Kind to Animals Week. A time devoted to ―the consideration of humanity to all living
creatures.‖
Through more than 50 years of groundbreaking work, Dr. Jane Goodall not only showed us the urgent
need to protect chimpanzees from extinction, but she also redefined species conservation to include the
needs of local people and the environment. She continues to ―valiantly‖ speak about the threats facing
chimpanzees and environmental crises. She believes that every individual can make a difference and
urges us to take action on behalf of all living things, and the planet we share.
Organizations and individuals like those mentioned above have understood the connections that exist
among the environment, the treatment of animals and the treatment of other humans. This sense of
interconnectedness has formed their approach to Humane Education. Humane Education connects the
dots between environmental integrity, social justice and animal protection issues. With it, we can
develop more compassion and create a more humane, sustainable world for all life on earth. In short,
Humane Education creates more tolerant and compassionate citizens and cultivates empathy for
animals, thus decreasing animal abuse while also helping to reduce and prevent violence in our society.
It also motivates us to strive for a more ecologically sound community. As our concern for sustainable
living and species extinction continues to escalate, the need for Humane Education becomes
increasingly important.
We need to build a new generation of caring individuals who will ―strive valiantly‖ and not be afraid to
―dare greatly‖ to make our planet a more humane and sustainable place for all living entities. Although
we live in a time of incredible technological advancement, new perils are continuously presenting
themselves, and future generations will inherit a world with significant problems. If we hope to shape
attitudes toward different animal, cultural, and human rights issues, then we need to nurture the value of
kindness toward one another, animals and the environment. It is easy to believe that children will
naturally be kind to animals without having to be taught, but that is not necessarily true. Some do not
have an instinct for being gentle, and not all have had good examples from which to learn. As we look to
our, and their, future we need to integrate the qualities of compassion, tolerance and integrity into our
lives. Traits our society requires to survive.
This Be Kind to Animals Week, May 5-11, is a golden opportunity for all of us to lead by example. Let us
join the ranks of others who are not afraid to ―dare greatly‖. Even though we may fail in many endeavors,
we can give voice to the voiceless by reporting and speaking out against animal cruelty, neglect and
abuse. We can act with kindness and compassion towards all living entities. If one person can do one
thing to help one animal, imagine what a hundred (or a thousand) actions can accomplish.

In the words of noted philosopher and Nobel Peace Prize awardee, Albert Schweitzer, ―We must fight
against the spirit of unconscious cruelty with which we treat the animals. Animals suffer as much as we
do. True humanity does not allow us to impose such sufferings on them. It is our duty to make the whole
world recognize it. Until we extend our circle of compassion to all living things, humanity will not find
peace.‖

Take a moment to thank your veterinarian
By RONNIE CASEY |
PUBLISHED: April 26, 2019 at 1:30 pm | UPDATED: April 26, 2019 at 1:30 pm

Today is World Veterinary Day. It is a day which celebrates and promotes the lifesaving work performed
by veterinarians. Each year a different theme is chosen which helps pet owners to consider the
importance of various aspects of animal care, and how veterinarians can help.
As this year‘s focus, the World Veterinary Association (http://www.worldvet.org) has partnered with
Health for Animals (https://healthforanimals.org/), the global animal medicines association, on the value
of vaccination. While there are those in today‘s world who may not agree, vaccines are an essential tool
for animal health and welfare, and they reduce the risk of human exposure to many life-threatening
diseases.
Our family‘s veterinarians are, in my opinion, vitally important to this family‘s welfare. I feel that without
our veterinarians‘ continued support, the well-being. both emotionally and physically, of our entire family
unit would not be as good as it is. They have ensured our animals‘ health, saved our pets‘ lives on more
than one occasion, and held our hands and grieved with us when it was time to let one of them go.
Therefore, I ask all of you to join me in celebrating World Veterinary Day.
While most people understand what a veterinarian does, they often do not fully realize that their training
is similar to a human‘s physician. Before attending veterinary school there are four-plus years of
undergraduate education. Afterwards is another four-plus years of veterinary medicine. Those years
equal what medical school students receive, but it covers a number of animal species instead of only
one.
Upon graduation, they become a Doctor of Veterinary Medicine (DVM). However, some receive
additional training and become board certified in a particular field, such as orthopedics, cardiology, etc.
In addition, veterinarians, in each state in which they wish to practice, must pass a licensure exam. So,
on your next visit, be assured that a highly trained professional is caring for your beloved family
member.
Veterinarians not only tackle the health and welfare needs of every species of animal, they also perform
other critical roles in protection, research, safety and health. In the US, approximately two-thirds of
veterinarians provide care for a wide range of species, from the traditional such as dogs, cats, horses,
etc., to the more exotic found in zoos and wildlife sanctuaries.
Some may limit their practice to the care of farm animals and advise owners on ways to protect our
nation‘s food supply. Others conduct research, teach, and develop continuing education programs. Still
others oversee shipments of animals, testing for diseases that could threaten animal and human health,
and diligently work to prevent and eradicate diseases, such as tuberculosis and rabies. Veterinarians
also serve as epidemiologists in city, county, state and federal agencies investigating animal and human
disease outbreaks and developing programs to prevent the spread of diseases such as malaria, Ebola,
and avian influenza. They help ensure the safety of food processing plants, restaurants, and water

supplies. Many study the effects of pesticides, industrial pollutants and other contaminants on animals
and people, while others evaluate the safety of medicines, food additives, etc.
We all want our pets to be healthy and get the best medical care possible. We rely on our veterinarian to
provide it. If you want to make your trip to the veterinarian easier on you, your pet and everyone at the
veterinary clinic, then a little understanding, consideration and teamwork on your part can go a long way
in achieving those goals.
Start by arriving on time or a few minutes early for your appointment and be sure your pet is leashed or
in a carrier. While in the exam room, turn your cell phone off and give the vet your undivided
attention. The veterinarian and their staff can learn a lot about a pet by interacting with it, so let them
handle the animal. They will let you know if you can be of any assistance. Be sure to share your
observations of your pet‘s behavior. The more information and questions you have, the better it is for all
concerned.
There is nothing more helpful than bringing in a written list of problems and symptoms your pet has,
concerns you want to discuss and the questions you want to ask. You asked for their help and expertise,
so follow your veterinarian‘s recommendations and, if the treatment is or is not working, let them know.
Medicine is not an exact science, and many diseases have the same symptoms so, in order to provide
the best and most accurate care possible, they need your input.
Also note, the financial aspect of veterinary medicine can be frustrating for both pet guardians and
veterinarians. As its guardian, your pet is your responsibility and you are the one who ultimately decides
on the care you are willing or able to pursue. Veterinarians do care about their patients and clients, and
can sympathize with your financial situation. However, they cannot continually give service away for free
if they want to keep their practice running successfully for everyone‘s benefit.
Whether you are a cat-, a dog-, a horse- or other animal-person, why not say thank you to your
veterinarians on this day for the remarkable jobs they do? I know I will. Thank you Valley Veterinary
Clinic for the care you have shown all our family members. It is and has always been greatly
appreciated.

PETS: Consider fostering, or other ways to help kittens
By RONNIE CASEY |
PUBLISHED: April 19, 2019 at 2:31 pm | UPDATED: April 19, 2019 at 2:32 pm

As the weather warms steadily, each day through the summer, volumes of hungry, squeaking kittens will
arrive at the Tehama County Animal Care Center. Many will arrive without mothers and require
consistent love and attention that is difficult to provide in a shelter environment. A vast number will
appear with either severe injuries or illnesses. Pregnant cats coming in shall require continuous
monitoring until they deliver even more kitties. With the steady arrival of each new group, it does not
take very long to fill every available space and exhaust the limited resources of the Center.
Although these little bundles of fur are as adorable as any other baby, many are still weeks away from
being old enough to be weaned, spayed or neutered, and then adopted. Even if they do not have special
needs, kittens do not have developed immune systems and, because of the unending inflow of other
cats, they are at a heightened risk of becoming ill. As diligently as everyone will try, too many will die. A

great deal of assistance is needed during these coming months, and everyone can do something, during
this critical time, to save a life.
Finding enough fosters is an almost impossible undertaking for the Center. One of the reasons that
people are afraid is that, once a bond forms, they will be unable to return the animal. While it might be
difficult to bring your very first foster back to the shelter, it is important to remember that, because of
your efforts, this helpless creature has a much greater chance of survival.
The shelter will assist and guide you during your foster and will provide all food, supplies, veterinary
care, etc., so there is essentially no cost to you. If you are interested and would like to learn more,
please call the Tehama County Animal Care Center at 527-3439 as soon as possible. They will be
happy to discuss the program and answer any questions or concerns you may have. In addition, there is
a wealth of printed information that can be provided and a number of volunteers who are also available
to answer questions during the fostering period. Fostering can be a life-changing and rewarding
experience, and I highly encourage you to try it.
If there are reasons why you cannot foster, the next best thing is to either donate or assist in garnering
needed supplies that are necessary for the welfare of these tiny munchkins. Some of the items
constantly needing replenishment at the shelter because of the volume of animals are as follows: KMR
Powder for Kittens & Cats, the replacement milk for orphaned or rejected kittens or even for those
nursing, but needing supplemental feeding. The formula closely matches mother‘s milk in protein, fat,
and carbohydrates, thus providing the newborns their essential nourishment; Royal Canin Mother and
Babycat Dry Cat Food is a first-step ―crunchy‖ feeding that is designed for very young kittens. It features
very small kibble, with a soft texture that suits a kitten‘s jaw and teeth. It can also be further softened by
adding water, thus helping ease the transition from milk to solid food; pet nursing bottles with graduated
markings, so the amount of milk ingested during feedings can be documented and extra nipples are
always beneficial; easy to clean, Snuggle Safe heating discs, to help keep young kittens warm, as
hypothermia is the most significant threat to their health.
For those who cannot foster but would like to help support our foster volunteers, you could create a
―Foster Starter‖ kit that can be given to them. The kits could include items such as fragrance-free baby
wipes, toys (ping pong balls, ―mice‖, etc.), canned pate-type kitten food, dawn dish soap and small
receiving baby blankets.
In addition, some other useful items are as follows: Pet Puppy Pads or Medical Chux, because what
goes in must come out. Figure that these disposable pads are akin to human diapers, and we all know
how many diapers one baby can go through; A quick-read, digital thermometer with a flexible tip is a
must for monitoring kittens that are sick; A stuffed animal is especially helpful for those single kittens
without a mom or siblings, who could use a snuggle. Just be sure that it is free from buttons or other
items that can be accidentally ingested.
However, the most important thing that everyone can do to help the shelter is to spay and neuter their
own cats, even if they never go out! Cats, as young as five months, can get pregnant. Because cats
have an average of 4-6 kittens per pregnancy, and can be pregnant several times a year, it is no wonder
that these litters rapidly overwhelm everyone‘s resources. The PETS, 527-8702, ―Please Don‘t Litter―
program offers a limited amount of spay/neuter assistance vouchers to Tehama County residents with
owned cats, regardless of income level, to help combat unwanted feline pregnancies. Feral animals are
not part of this assistance program.
Another way to assist the shelter is to adopt one of the darling kittens when they become available. Also,
when adopting, please consider one of the mom cats since they often remain behind long after their
adorable babies have found homes.

Whatever you choose to do, your actions can and will make a difference. You become an angel to the
kitties, and you help the Center during an overwhelming, exhausting period. Both are things to be proud
of.

PETS: Consider what makes a family
By RONNIE CASEY |
PUBLISHED: April 12, 2019 at 3:53 pm | UPDATED: April 12, 2019 at 3:53 pm

Writing a weekly column is not easy. Figuring a topic, placing thoughts together in some cohesive
fashion, and then putting those thoughts into words that make sense on paper can be challenging.
Please do not misunderstand. I enjoy it immensely and am very grateful to the Daily News for the
opportunity. Do I do it because of the challenge or, perhaps because it is a medium that offers a venue
in which to bring attention to ―those who have no voice,‖ the animals? Whatever the motive, some
weeks are more difficult than others regarding topics. This week happened to be one of them, until
yesterday.
Yesterday, I went to the shelter to discuss some upcoming plans with a volunteer who happens to come
in each Saturday with his family. While there, more volunteers arrived. One couple brought a dog they
were fostering, another came to provide attention to an elderly dog who had not seen ―the milk of human
kindness‖ in a while. Others came to play in the yard with those animals who could use both exercise
and company. The staff was busy doing everything they needed to accomplish. The place bustled with
activity. There was warmth, laughter, engagement and connection. There was a sense of belonging. It
was a feeling we often find within family.
We are born into families. We are raised, loved and, yes, driven crazy by them. But then, we meet
people who do not share our DNA or the roof over our heads, but who still find a way into our lives and
have a profound impact on us, just the way family does. They laugh at many of the same jokes, walk
through the same neighborhoods and fight the same crummy battles we do. It is amazing how we find
those whose steps fall into rhythm with our own, whose goals coincide with ours, and we learn family
really does not have to be defined by blood.
Originally, my topic was going to be about volunteering at the shelter. I was going to expound on how
volunteering is not only a rewarding experience, but an activity where you can make a difference in a
life. That when you contribute your time and abilities you can make Tehama County a bit better and
more humane for living creatures. That by working side-by-side with people with whom you share similar
interests, you can discover skills and friends you never knew you had, and that you might also surprise
yourself at what you are capable of achieving. Then state (with flourish) that with volunteering you can
experience the immense gratification that helping brings. And, finally, finishing with the heart-string pull
of saying your efforts can insure that the many homeless animals at the Tehama County Animal Care
Center (TCACC) can get loving homes. But I have said all that time and again and, despite the many
compelling justifications I have made for volunteering, I doubt swarms of people will race to TCACC just
because I said you should. If one did, it would be fantastic.
Trying to find individuals who will volunteer at our shelter longer than the length of a popular song is
difficult. Trust me when I say ―difficult‖ is too mild a word. It is as if we are trying to find the lost continent
of Atlantis, of which I think I would have more luck. So, why can‘t we retain people? Some of the
reasons I have heard are: ―I‘ve had a bad experience in the past‖, ―I wasn‘t asked nicely to do …,‖ and ―I
don‘t like going there because the people aren‘t friendly.‖ In addition, there are those that feel if they are
going to give a gift of time or money the organization owes them something, much like Don Corleone in
―the Godfather.‖ In each person‘s mind there is a certain validity to all of these reasons.

So, where am I going with all this? How do I equate family and volunteering at the shelter? I will freely
admit, neither one is perfect, but that is not the point. With families there are times we do not interact
nicely, too. There are times where nobody feels even slightly friendly. How many times have you had an
experience with your own family that you would prefer to forget? And, who among us hasn‘t felt that our
family ―owed‖ us something, whether it be a king‘s ransom or an abject apology over some
misconstrued slight?
But, as I relayed at the start of this article, during the morning spent at the shelter, there was a sense of
belonging. The strong feeling found within families. If I cannot convince you to volunteer for so many
other amazing, wonderful reasons, then perhaps I can influence you to volunteer for the very reasons
we value family. Ours is a unique one. We are a blended mix of religions, political beliefs, and
ideals. But, unlike ―blood,‖ we are close because we decide to be, again and again. It means that we
sometimes put aside our own egos, our hurts, our disappointments and even our frustrations. We are
not close because everyone behaves well and always gets along with each other. We are close
because it is important for us. We made a promise to unite as one, like a family, to try and help improve
the lives of those in our care, and isn‘t that what family really is about?
Come on down, and join our family.

Adoption event to have Game of Thrones theme
By RONNIE CASEY |
PUBLISHED: April 5, 2019 at 4:04 pm | UPDATED: April 5, 2019 at 4:05 pm

One only needs to look outside to know that the winter months have passed, and that summer is
coming. In addition, the ―Long Night‖ is finally coming to an end, with the ―Game of Thrones,‖ or GOT,
show returning to our television screens for the final season of its epic run. With a bit of humor and a
large goal, both the PETS organization and the Tehama County Animal Care Center decided to join
forces, much like the various ―Houses‖ in GOT, and work together to defeat a foe. Even though they are
not battling the White Walkers, they are hoping to end the homelessness of many of the animals at the
shelter.
Starting 10 a.m. on Friday, April 12, until 4:30 p.m., Saturday, April 13, should you journey to the realm
of the Tehama County Animal Care Center, at 1830 Walnut St., Red Bluff, you will find that the price of
freedom for dogs is a mere pittance of $35 or less and, for cats, $20, at the ―Game of Homes‖ Adoption
event. For the canine and feline families, with all their pedigrees and mongrels, mousers and mutts, the
battle for a home begins. Some of these warriors have seen many winters, others haven‘t seen one, but
each has the desire to journey beyond the wall they are behind now. Each one waits and longs for a
land to call their own. All inherently know that only you and your house can free them and offer the
protection and sanctuary for which they desperately yearn.
What is home? Everyone has their own definition. It may not be the place you were born or even where
you spent any time in your life. Home is where you feel the most comfort and have the greatest peace.
Unfortunately for many shelter animals, obtaining that place is not easy. The hurdles these creatures
face are as daunting as the Stark children trying to return to Winterfell.
A common question asked is, ―Why are they at the shelter instead of being someone‘s beloved pet?‖
The simplest answer is that most are at the Center because their ―Lord protectors‖ failed them. When a
person gives up a pet it is often the ―easy‖ answer to problems that never have anything to do with the
animal. While it is true that changes in family dynamics can make it difficult to keep a pet, those changes
are not caused by the critter involved. If someone has too many pets, it is because they chose to have

them. It was not the animal‘s wish. We should all know that pets require a certain level of commitment to
responsibly care for them. If someone cannot, or is unable to, provide what is necessary for the pet‘s
overall well-being, it is hardly the animal‘s fault. Jon Snow said ―… when enough people make false
promises, words stop meaning anything. Then there are no more answers, only better and better lies.
And lies won‘t help us…‖ It is a great line. While they cannot speak, we know these family pets hoped
the people who got them would have lived up to their words and promises. The plot, at its most basic, is
that the majority of animals in the shelter are there because they are victims of situations over which
they had no control.
The Care Center, just like Westeros, is populated with savvy survivors who can definitely make your
day-to-day struggles feel much more manageable. When visiting, you will meet those who are like the
Starks of Winterfell. They might have an occasional bout of bad luck, but they persevere like the stoic
North men and women they are. They will do anything for their family, and on cold winter days would
love nothing more than to curl up indoors with their favorite person. Others may have a strong prey
drive, tenacity, determination and the same intensity of stare like Petyr Baelish. Some of the furry ones
have wide-eye, quirky, unique personalities that do not fit any mold you would expect, similar to Arya.
Plus, it really goes without saying that the shelter has its own share of Tyrion Lannisters. A lifetime of
being viewed as the little one has made them develop a tough hide. What they lack in stature, they
make up for in sheer determination. Short legs do not necessarily mean tiny attitude. My favorites,
however, are more like one of the most endearing characters of the GOT series, Hodor. Fun-loving, big
in heart and size, they will do anything for those they love without hesitation.
So, if you are thinking about getting a dog or cat, seriously consider adopting one at this unique event.
You will not only be greatly improving your own existence, but the animal‘s as well. As an alternative to
the everyday world of bad relationships, sulking children and missed opportunities, the adoption of a
companion pet offers wider possibilities for a fulfilling life. Most of us will never ride dragons, walk
through fire or face armies of the undead, but summer is coming. Who will win your heart and home?

Raising awareness of heartworm in dogs
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Spring is officially here and with it, as I am sure you have noticed, those pesky mosquitoes have begun
to emerge. Every April, to coincide with the beginning of mosquito season, National Heartworm
Awareness Month is observed. Besides being terribly annoying, mosquitoes can carry the parasite
known as Dirofilaria immitis, which causes the deadly killing disease, heartworm. In fact, the American
Heartworm Society (https://www.heartwormsociety.org) estimates that more than one million dogs
currently have heartworm. I do not find that number surprising, at all. On any given day at our local
shelter, there are least two dogs which have it and,unfortunately, the number is often higher.
In companion animals, heartworm is diagnosed mainly in dogs, and less frequently in cats and ferrets.
However, heartworms also live in other wild animal hosts such as wolves, coyotes, foxes, California gray
seals, sea lions and raccoons. Make no mistake, even though the disease is easily preventable, it is
prevalent, and it is a killer.
Mosquitoes acquire the parasite while feeding on an infected host. Once ingested by the mosquito, the
parasite develops into mature infective larvae. These larvae then migrate to the ―mouthpart‖ of the

mosquito so that when it bites, they move into the wound created and deposit themselves into the
bloodstream where they will then begin the harmful portion of their life cycle. Heartworm is only
conveyed through the bite of an infected mosquito, therefore an infected dog cannot transmit the
disease to either people or other pets.
It will take these deposited larvae approximately 6 months to mature into adult heartworms. If untreated,
these adults will mate and produce progeny, thus increasing their numbers. In addition, adult
heartworms can live for 5 – 7 years in dogs, thus each mosquito season can potentially increase the
number of worms in an already infected pet.
As these heartworms move through the body, they can cause extensive damage to many vital organs
such as liver, lungs, kidneys and heart. They can cause inflammation of the blood vessels, and too
many of them can cause heart failure, resulting in the pet‘s death. However, by giving a relatively
inexpensive monthly oral medication, heartworm in dogs is preventable. One may wish to give the dog
the chewable pill only during the typical mosquito season. However, because many of these
preventatives also include a control for roundworms, whipworms, or tapeworms, it is best to give it
throughout the year. When initially choosing a method of prevention, discuss it with your veterinarian.
They can make recommendations based on your pet‘s requirements.
One of the first symptoms that the animal has heartworm is coughing. Coughing up bloody mucous and
chest pain follow. Other symptoms are vomiting, weight loss, fatigue and difficulty breathing. Some dogs
may not have any symptoms until the infection is in its late stages. Even though they may have a large
number of worms present, symptoms may not be observed in inactive dogs until a dramatic increase in
activity causes symptoms to manifest.
The best way to treat heartworms is, initially, to have x-rays and blood tests done to establish how
serious the infection is. After this, a series of injections of drugs called adulticides is administered to the
dog. The two adulticides used most commonly are derivatives of arsenic. Depending on whether all the
pre-treatment tests are done, or just the treatment given, costs can range anywhere between a few
hundred dollars to over a thousand. However, if you opt instead to use the common monthly
preventative in a dog with the disease, you can expect the dog to remain heartworm positive for as long
as two years and the heartworm disease will be progressing during those two years. This is not good for
the dog but certainly beats getting no treatment of any kind.
It is also important to remember that during and after treatment, for several months, the dog must
remain quiet. After the worms begin to die, they break into pieces that may cause blockage of vital blood
vessels, which could also result in death. Keeping the dog quiet allows his/her body time to absorb the
dying worms.
Our pets depend on us to take care of them. Heartworm prevention is one of the best ways we can
protect our faithful companions from disease and help insure that they will have long, active lives and
healthy hearts.

Sharing our home with abundant wildlife
By RONNIE CASEY |
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We live in an area rich in wildlife. For many of us, it is why we chose to settle here. For both the
abundant wildlife and us, this is the home we share.

Tehama County is about 2,950 square miles, or 1,888,000 acres of grassland, woodland, chaparral and
rugged canyons. The county, at certain times during the year, is home to black-tailed deer, wild pigs and
turkeys, bobcats, black bear, rabbits, fox, coyotes, hawks, eagles, falcons, otter, beaver, gophers,
squirrels, bats, skunks, raccoons, etc. If you are interested, inaturalist.org
(https://www.inaturalist.org/check_lists/4505-Tehama-Check-List) contains a rather impressive list of
taxonomic descriptions of the 3001 plants and animals found within Tehama County.
Living with wildlife can be challenging and, for some, quite frustrating. But in all honesty, we cause our
wild friends a heck of a lot more trouble than they cause us. We, in their eyes, are the interlopers.
However, if we truly appreciate and respect the environment we share with the animals, we can and
should take a humane approach in resolving our conflicts with them. Many problems can be solved
without any loss of life. It is something all of us should strive to accomplish.
What can you do to discourage unwanted guests from your yard? Start by insuring that there are no
easily accessible food sources available. A bag of garbage, a bowl of pet food or a plate of leftovers left
outside encourages unwelcome visitors. Keep all garbage in tightly sealed and chew-proof containers.
Pick ripe fruit off trees and keep fallen fruit off the ground. Keep the doors closed to your house, garage
or shed at all times, to prevent animals from creating a home within yours. Board up or seal any holes in
fences, under decks and around houses, as well.
To discourage squirrels, try purchasing a plastic hawk or owl to scare them away. Place the look-alike in
a tree and make sure to move it about once a week, or these crafty animals will catch on. Squirrel-proof
your bird feeders and, to keep the animals from plants or beds, install cages or covers. Hardware cloth,
plastic bird netting and chicken wire all provide effective protection.
Installing night motion-sensor lights will deter a number of small nocturnal critters. They do not like bright
lights, and it will typically cause them to move on to friendlier territories.
Keeping deer away is challenging. Try growing plants that deer dislike. Your local nursery should be
able to offer suggestions for deer-resistant shrubs and plants. In addition, deer normally will not jump a 6
ft. fence but, if threatened, they can clear one without difficulty. Because of this ability, a 7 or 8 ft. fence
is recommended. Odd smells can cause a deer to avoid any area for a little while, but the most effective
scents are those that indicate a predator may be close. If you have a dog, lead them to an area of the
garden that you want protected, and let them mark territory. Leaving some of their droppings (within the
boundary of sanitation) in strategic places can be a valuable deterrent. Also, if you find a hidden fawn,
leave it alone unless you know the mother has died. The mother will leave her fawn hidden and will only
return to feed it until it‘s strong enough to stay with the herd.
This is breeding season for most wildlife. If you discover a family nesting in or around your home, try a
bit of patience. If the animals are not causing damage or harm, be tolerant and wait a few weeks until
the young are old enough for the family to vacate. If you kill or relocate an animal, you just might be
sentencing its young to death. If a baby bird falls out of a nest, if possible, place it gently back in or near
it. Other than turkey vultures, birds because of their limited sense of smell, will again accept the
youngster. In addition, before doing any pruning or mowing, check for dens and nests.
Shasta Wildlife Rescue and Rehabilitation in Anderson, http://www.shastawildliferescue.com (365-9453)
and Tehama Wild Care – http://www.tehamawildcare.com (347-1687) are local organizations which offer
an abundance of information on non-lethal conflict resolution. I suggest strongly that you visit their sites.
In addition, the University of California Agriculture & Natural Resources has a Pest Notes Library which
contains publications about pest management topics, directed at California‘s home owners. The
extensive list of publications are available to view online
(http://ipm.ucanr.edu/PMG/PESTNOTES/index.html#MANAGEMENT ) and download.

Remember, when wildlife habitat, food and water resources disappear, animals will look for all in places
they would typically avoid. When these same animals are viewed as a threat or a nuisance, often they
are killed. This approach leads to species decline and disruption of healthy ecosystems. Finding ways to
prevent conflicts is really in the best interest for wildlife and humans, alike.

New pet adoption programs being initiated

London is a special needs pet who suffers from hypothyroidism, which is easily managed with medication.
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This week I am extremely delighted to write about two exciting adoption programs being initiated, thanks
to the collaboration of PETS and the Tehama County Animal Care Center. Both organizations believe
these programs will greatly help the homeless animals at the center, and provide additional members of
our community the means to experience the joy of having a companion pet in their lives.
While pet adoptions can happen quickly for many, unfortunately there are some homeless animals who
are not adopted within a few days, or even a couple of weeks. A few, in fact, may languish in their
kennels for months and, for others, finding a home will never be in their future.
We all know that pets come in varied sizes and shapes, and each one has its own distinctive
personality. However, there are those that share the common thread of being less likely to be adopted
because of certain noted physical or medical characteristics. These animals are deemed as having
―special needs‖.
Animals with particular physical or medical conditions are as affectionate, sweet, and loving as all the
other residents at the center, and PETS believes what makes these animals stand apart from the others
is also what makes them uniquely special. These dogs and cats certainly deserve an extra chance to
have a caring forever home. Thus, the ―Love Is Special‖ Adoption program is specifically designed to
help find new loving homes for special-needs dogs and cats who are frequently overlooked at the
shelter, but have the capacity to be someone‘s amazing pet.

The ―Love Is Special‖ adoption program discounts adoption fees for those cats and dogs that are deaf or
blind, cats with FIV (Feline Immunodeficiency Virus), Heartworm-positive dogs and seniors or animals
which are functionally disabled (missing limbs, partial paralysis, etc.). The Adoption fees will be reduced
to $25 or less for the dogs and free for the cats. All animals in this adoption program will be
spayed/neutered, dogs will be micro-chipped, and all will be current on vaccinations. Whatever the
disability or condition, most can enjoy a full and active life, and be as delightful and affectionate as any
other pet. All they require is some extra help by a caring human. This I say from personal experience,
having had several ‗special needs‘ animals.
A perfect example of the type of animal this program is designed to help is London (02-06-19-05), a
senior female Beagle, who is approximately 10 years old. She is a heartworm negative, outgoing girl
who is quite playful and adores toys. What does make her a candidate for the program is that not only is
she a senior, but she also has hypothyroidism which, while easy to manage with daily medication, will
require an annual blood test to be done for the remainder of her life. Just to put things in perspective I,
too, am a senior who takes daily medication for my hypothyroidism and goes to the doctor for an annual
blood test. Being older and having an ―underachieving‖ thyroid has not made me any less functional or
capable of living a full active life. The same can be said for this smart, endearing girl.
Since senior animals are now included in this adoption program, PETS revamped and renamed the
existing ―Senior for a Senior‖ Adoption program. It is now the ―Seniors Rock‖ Adoption program. This
program helps senior citizens who are on a fixed income and unable to afford the standard adoption
fees, but are quite capable of caring for a pet and wish to experience the love of a pet. The senior can
adopt any dog or cat from the center, but must be at least 60 years young, a Tehama County resident
and provide income verification to qualify. Adoption fees are discounted to $45 or less for dogs and $20
for cats. The center will be happy to help the senior select a companion which fits their lifestyle and
housing situation.
All of us involved with animal welfare would love to see every hard-to-place animal leave the shelter,
and we want nothing more than for these homeless pets to find a loving permanence that was not there
before. However, we also realize that adopting any animal should never be done impulsively. These
animals have already been through hell and back, so please be certain that you are willing and able to
give them the resources, commitment and most of all, love necessary to insure that previously unknown
caring stability.
As a final note, circumstances, or age do not define these animals. They are not aware of how they may
be different from others of their own species. No matter how they became a special needs pet, by either
birth, illness, accident, aging or at the hands of an errant human, they can still teach us a great deal
about the resilience of spirit and how to love without judgment. That, itself, is a pretty good deal.
If interested in learning more regarding any adoption program available, please call 527-3439. The
Tehama County Animal Care Center is at 1830 Walnut St., Red Bluff, and adoption hours are 10 a.m. to
noon and 1-4:30 p.m. Monday through Saturday.

Joy and love outweigh pain of loss
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American novelist Agnes Sligh Turnbull wrote, ―Dogs‘ lives are too short. Their only fault, really.‖ Along
with all the joys that dogs bring into our lives comes the harsh realization that they have tragically short
lifespans. Even when we adopt them as puppies, their time with us is exceedingly brief and the precious
moments we share are too few. When they eventually die, the shared life between us also dies, and

those precious moments will never happen again. When these loyal friends die, I believe some of the
best parts of us die with them.
Grief is the gut-wrenching heartbreak that comes with death when we give of ourselves to another living
creature. It does not matter whether that being is human or animal, the emotions are the same. If you
have not yet experienced this kind of profound loss, one day, if you allow yourself to care, you will.
Understand that one day some living entity will leave your life and you will not only mourn their
departure, but you will also grieve the loss of the part of you that they took with them and the future days
you had hoped to continue to share.
Even though I know that death is an inevitable end to any life, the knowledge does not bring me any
comfort, nor does it make the loss any easier to bear. This past week my husband and I said goodbye to
a very special family member, to a very beloved friend. His name was Willie and he came barreling into
our lives on June 14, 2008. We made the decision to end his life. A decision racked with indecision. It is
one where I still ―second guess‖ myself and wonder if he knew that we tried to do what we believed was
best and right for him.
Our pets depend on us. They depend on us to provide not only the basic necessities of food and water,
but also to keep them safe, physically and emotionally. Bringing a cherished pet into your home is not
unlike a ―marriage vow.‖ Don‘t we promise to love and honor them in good times and bad, in sickness
and health, through all our days? I know that for some, as our local shelter can bear witness, it is a
promise not kept. But when we hand over our hearts to a pet, we know that one day we will have it
broken. When our pets can no longer enjoy a good quality of life, they depend on us to be courageous
enough to help them face their end of days with the love and respect they deserve. I hope Willie knew
how much he was loved.
Grief is exhausting. I find it hard to get out of bed and out of my pj‘s after a night of minimal sleep and,
when awake, it‘s like I‘m living in the middle of a bad dream. There‘s an emptiness and silence in the
house that no amount of noise can seem to fill. When I walk through the door when returning from
anywhere, I realize that there‘s going to be one less coming around the corner to greet me home. Those
eager face licks and tail wags will never happen again, and it hurts more than I ever thought possible.
For those of you who feel that a profound anguish over the death of a pet is not worthy of as much
recognition as the death of a person, please do not marginalize the feelings of those of us who are
experiencing this grief. The loss is quite significant to us.
All my pets have been not only the most loyal of friends, but also integral parts of my family. Their
constant companionship and total dependency fills both a void and a need within my own existence.
Their total trust in me with their hearts, I view as an honor. The unconditional, nonjudgmental love they
offer so freely makes it especially hard when I lose any of them. We form rituals between us and when
any die, a vast hole opens and those life routines fall into that void never to exist again. The emptiness
felt by this loss is especially prevalent.
Grief can also affect other non-human members within the family. Willie was big brother to Tilly from the
first instant they met. A frightened girl whose life on the streets left its indelible mark, she took all her
cues from him. She would see him go lie down, she‘d follow and lay next to him, always touching. If he
wouldn‘t go outside, she wouldn‘t either. She now stays close to the couch, because she doesn‘t have
him to follow. She goes outside to do her ―business‖ and then stands looking around as if lost. She
sleeps an inordinate amount of time. Guess she is having the same difficulty as I am, getting out of bed
and out of pj‘s.
Willie loved our family unconditionally, and our lives were better because of him. Despite all the pain and
heartache at the end of our journey together, it would not be fair to him to end on that note. It was the joy

and love shared that mattered most and for those of you that ask, yes, I would do it all over again,
without hesitation

Consider joining the foster team for pets
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Fostering saves lives. By helping an animal in need during a difficult time, you are giving that living,
breathing being a greater chance for survival. By providing some extra care and love for a few days,
weeks or months it becomes a true lifesaving gift for the animal involved. In my opinion, fosters are an
invaluable, unselfish, compassionate group of people. Without them, many animals would not survive.
While you will never get rich if you foster, fostering pays huge dividends in loving kisses, endless
cuddles and unforgettable adventures. You only have to gaze into the eyes of an animal being cared for
to realize that you may be the only reason they are still alive and safe. I guarantee the feelings
experienced would even fill a Grinch‘s heart with joy. It is an amazingly rewarding experience that can
give life a sense of purpose and fulfillment. If you doubt me, ask any of the Tehama County Animal
Care Center fosters. They will be more than happy to regal you with stories of their experiences and
show you the numerous pictures of their successes.
A foster does everything a pet owner would do, but for shorter periods of time. It is the foster who learns
what a pet is like in a home situation, its true likes and dislikes, and all the little things that are impossible
to tell in a shelter environment — those items that are crucial in helping a pet obtain their forever home.
Knowing the animal and being able to relay that information to potential adopters is essential to insuring
a successful adoption for everyone involved.
The animals typically fostered at the Tehama County Animal Care Center are dogs and cats. They can
be seniors, young adults, orphaned babies, or moms that are either pregnant or who are nursing their
newborns. In addition, the animal may require medical treatment or just need a place to recover from a
recent surgery. Some animals do not do well in a shelter because they are frightened and need a place
that is less intimidating to them. Whatever the reason, and whether you foster once or decide to do it
often, I cannot state it enough, ―an animal will be helped through a most difficult period in its life.‖
Finding fosters is difficult because the biggest fear we hear people voice is that they will not be able to
let the animal go once they have become attached to it. It is a completely valid concern and it would be
strange if you did not have it. It is an absolutely natural feeling to love your foster and it is never easy to
give them up. All of us understand this, but when you meet the perfect family that will give the animal
you have nurtured a permanent, loving home, you will be thrilled to see them leave. Also, some adoptive
families will remain in touch with the fosters and send photos or updates of the animal enjoying its new
home. Knowing you were an integral part of saving a life and helping an animal ﬁnd a loving
permanence is an experience unlike any other. Do I sound like a ―broken record‖?
I have heard some people voice reluctance to foster because they feel it is unfair to take in a dog or cat,
establish a bond with them, and then have the animal be adopted out into yet another home. The belief
is that the animal is being abandoned again. It is imperative that everyone understands that being in a
foster home can be a lifesaving bridge for an abused or frightened pet. It gives the animal an opportunity
to learn that people can be kind, that food is readily available, and that there is a warm, safe place to
sleep. Many animals have never experienced the milk of human kindness, and fosters help prepare
them for a life that is foreign to them.
I strongly urge you to consider joining the Tehama County Animal Care Center Foster Team. If you
would like to learn more about it, please contact Christine McClintock, Manager at 527-3439. The basic

requirements fosters are expected to provide include a nurturing environment, appropriate nutrition,
suitable shelter and adequate exercise. In addition to providing the basics, fosters may be asked to
transport the animals to veterinary appointments, adoption events, etc. You are not required to be a
foster in every situation. The choice is yours. For some, cats and kittens are easier to foster, because
they do not need the space or time that dogs and puppies require. For others, the preference might be
small or older dogs. Again, the choice is yours and there is no pressure to do it.
If you cannot be a foster, there are ways you can still be of assistance. Volunteer at adoption events,
transport animals to and from the vet, photograph and promote them online and through local media.
Support the foster care program by raising funds for medical care and needed supplies. Everyone will
be extremely grateful for any contribution made.
As a final note, in addition to the many joys and benefits that can be experienced from fostering,
remember that removing one animal from the shelter will provide space for another homeless creature in
need. So, please call 527-3439 now and learn more.

February is the month for responsible pet ownership
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These days are still cold and dark, and it is not uncommon to hear that snow is on the horizon. As much
as we may not believe it, the warmer days of spring are rapidly approaching. The coming of spring,
however, heralds for most creatures the start of breeding season. Unfortunately, as a result, shelters
and rescues throughout the country will experience an unmanageable increase in animal intake.
That is why February is designated as Spay/Neuter Awareness Month, Responsible Pet Owner Month
and National Prevent a Litter Month. In addition, there is World Spay Day and Spay Day USA, which
occur on the last Tuesday of February. As you can surmise, the overall goal is to encourage people to
have their pets sterilized.
The decision to sterilize your pet is an important one and is one of the best decisions made for long-term
pet welfare. If you truly love adorable, fluffy kittens and sweet, cuddly puppies, then understand that
spaying and neutering does help to reduce the number of homeless animals in shelters, and ultimately
decreases the need to euthanize any of them. It also improves overall pet health, assists in reducing
unruly behaviors (another reason why pets end up in the shelter) and can save on unwanted pet care
costs.
In 2017, 2,327 cats and dogs were admitted into our undersized local shelter. According to the 2016
California Rabies Control Activities Annual Report, 362,994 dogs and 311,909 cats were admitted into
the 58 reporting agencies in California. In addition, it is estimated that in 2017 approximately 6.5 million
cats and dogs entered animal shelters nationally. I don‘t know about you, but I find all these figures
appalling. These animals will sit in shelters for days, weeks and months waiting for loving homes and,
sadly, quite a few will never get one. Many others are abandoned, left on the streets to wander
aimlessly, to suffer from disease, starvation and other forms of undue cruelty. So, if you do not believe
spaying and neutering saves lives, then think again.
Just in case none of this convinces you to spay and neuter (S/N), let me continue and discuss some of
the more common arguments against doing this life-saving procedure.
―It‘s better to have one litter before spaying‖. It is a common thought that female pets should have a litter
of before being spayed. Here is a news flash, animals do not think like human females, therefore they

will not be emotionally yearning to become a mother, nor will they have any regrets about not having
babies. For them, there are absolutely no physical or mental advantages to having a litter of puppies or
kittens. Since you do not need to worry about paying for years of emotional therapy, you can feel free to
go ahead and make that S/N vet appointment.
―I want my children to experience the miracle of birth‖. To this I say, ―rent a movie.‖ There are numerous
educational films available, not to mention the multitude of animal programs on T.V., zoos, etc. where
junior can visualize the ―miracle‖ without contributing to the overpopulation. While the birth of baby
animals may teach children a love of life, this lesson can be learned in many other, more humane and
positive ways. Wouldn‘t a better lesson be to teach them that all life is precious and that it is everyone‘s
responsibility to insure that no animal and offspring needlessly suffer?
―My pet will get fat and lazy‖. Most pets, like humans, get fat and lazy because they eat too much and do
not get enough exercise. An animal may put on some weight after sterilization, but not because of the
surgery. Male dogs and cats have a tendency to roam less, thus burning fewer calories. If it happens,
reduce food intake and increase activity sessions.
―I want to breed my pet because it is a purebred‖ or ―because I want another ONE just like him‖, plus, ―I
can get good homes for the rest I don‘t want.‖ No matter how amazing you think your pet is, others may
not be so impressed and that could leave you with a large number of animals that will take over your life
and your wallet. Ask any shelter or rescue how easy it is to find homes for adorable puppies or kittens. If
it was easy, everyone could do it, and apparently they can‘t. Shelter census doesn‘t lie. Once animals
become older and not as cuddly, the job of placement becomes increasingly more difficult. The harsh
reality is that many of the animals resulting from these litters will not remain in the same home for the
rest of their life, and will die somewhere else, unwanted and homeless.
―I don‘t want their behavior to change… I don‘t want my male pet feeling less manly… I want them to be
protective…etc.‖ Neutered males fight less and wander less, greatly reducing their chances of being
injured or lost. And, unlike male humans, do not feel their ―manhood‖ has been compromised. Again, no
need for a therapist.
If you want what is best for animals, then just don‘t pay lip service to the idea, take action, and spay or
neuter your pets. It really is that simple.

PETS: Every dog is an absolute sweetheart
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According to Merriam-Webster, ―one who is loved and is a remarkable one of its kind is defined as a
sweetheart.‖ To many of us, staff and volunteers alike, the definition sums up how we perceive the many
canines that arrive at the Tehama County Animal Care Center, at 1830 Walnut St. in Red Bluff, 5273439. We can all expound on how each animal is truly remarkable in its own unique way. To us, each
shelter dog is an absolute representation of what a sweetheart is.
Many years ago, our ancestors saw some scavengers around their campfires. These interlopers would
gaze upon those distant relatives with an attentiveness, a look that became hard to resist. So, they
welcomed the furry creatures in from the cold and what began as a survival contract between two very
different species evolved into something else. It morphed into a mutual affection that was, and is, much
more like love. It might not make any sense, but it doesn‘t have to. Love rarely touches the reasoning
parts of our brain. Instead, it touches the ―sweet‖ part we call our ―heart.‖
For many, the crux of love and companionship is to find that one true cohort who can help make you
whole, like the final piece of a jigsaw puzzle. For those of you still seeking that final puzzle piece, I urge

you to seriously consider adopting a dog. ―He is your friend, your partner, your defender, your dog. You
are his life, his love, his leader. He will be yours, faithful and true, to the last beat of his heart…‖ I do not
know who originally said this, but I do not think anyone who has had a dog will argue with it. I know I
won‘t.
Long, truly committed relationships between humans are rare in this modern age, but who can dispute
the loyalty, the unwavering devotion of a dog? The examples are endless, one being a film titled ―Hachi:
A Dog‘s Tale.‖ It is a story based on a real dog named Hachikō, and is about an Akita who greeted his
owner at a train station every day. After the owner died, the dog returned to the station at the same time
every day until he also died, nine years later. How nice it would be if everyone were as devoted.
Don‘t we all wish to be loved? To have someone devoted to us enough to be there when unwelcome
circumstances darken our door, and to warm us when the world turns cold. Unfortunately, sometimes
when real problems emerge, those we thought were committed fall far from the expectation we hold.
Dogs, on the other hand, stand by our side whether we are rich beyond measure or destitute and
homeless. It makes no difference whether they are small or large. Where we go, they follow no matter
the reason. They watch over us, ever vigilant in their safeguarding, even if it means the forfeit of their
own life to protect us from harm. They do not weigh the odds, nor hesitate with questions. Dogs are the
epitome of selflessness.
There may be no absolute definition of what constitutes a friend. However, when we think of friendships,
we think of traits like loyal, faithful, non-judgmental, trustworthy, supportive and enjoyable. A friend can
calm us, make us laugh, and lift-up our spirits during difficult times. I would venture to guess I have also
just described the dogs with which we share our homes. I will also wager that our dogs are more
accepting of all our faults than even our best friends or significant others are. I know my dogs are, and
for that I am thankful.
Vincent Van Gogh is quoted as saying, ―If you don‘t have a dog … at least one … there is not
necessarily anything wrong with you, but there may be something wrong with your life.‖ Research has
indicated that owning a pet can help us live longer, feel healthier and aid us in dealing with the various
stressors which occur in life. Because of dogs, countless lives have been saved or vastly improved. Yet
this past year, hundreds of dogs entered our shelter and this current year does not give any indication
that the influx will change for the better. To this day, I know the multitude of reasons given for
relinquishment, but I still do not understand. As a lifelong pet owner, I have cared for many a sick and
struggling animal and accepted my dogs as they were, enjoying their sweetness and suffering through
their problems, whether emotional or physical, and would not think to abandon them. But I digress.
Next week we observe Valentine‘s Day, a day to form lasting relationships and to celebrate love and
devotion from whomever it comes. Therefore, in the spirit of Valentine‘s Day, why not let the shelter staff
and all of us involved with the animals housed there, play matchmaker to help you find that new partner,
that new best friend, or the ―sweetheart‖ you yearn for. The only caveat is that he or she may be a tad
furrier than expected and will have more than two legs.

PETS: Sing Unchained Melody this Valentine’s Day
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In approximately two weeks we will celebrate Valentine‘s Day. While it is estimated that half of all petowning Americans, on Valentine‘s Day, will buy their furry companions something which represents their
affection and how much they care, there are many dogs that will not be so fortunate.

Sadly, for many canines life is lived without the warmth of the human bond and any sort of
companionship. These animals live chained, day in and day out, regardless of the season. They live
endlessly tied to a tree, a clothesline or some sort of outbuilding, hoping someone will remember to
dump some kibble to eat or give them a little drink. So, this month, and specifically the second week in
February, is dedicated to bringing awareness about those animals forced to live alone, chained outside
without the love, care, and companionship they desperately crave.
Imagine, if you will, being restricted to one tiny area for your entire life. Not only would you live and sleep
in that cramped spot, but it would also be where you had to go to the bathroom. In addition, you would
have no ability to access any food or water yourself and, if some danger appeared, there would be no
way to escape or defend yourself against it. This is not a fantasy. This is the ugly heart-wrenching life of
a chained dog.
Put a dog on a chain and leave him alone in one area for days, months, or even years and he will suffer
immensely, both physically and psychologically. These animals, often easily forgotten in backyards, will
as a result, endure the horrible consequences of extreme neglect. They suffer from erratic feedings,
overturned water bowls, and have no, or limited access to, adequate medical care.
Often a chained dog becomes starved, dehydrated and ill because it entangles in its chain and becomes
unable to access food or water. During extreme cold there is no warmth. Rarely is there adequate
shelter during heavy rain or snow. When temperatures soar to triple digits, they often do not have
protection from the sun or sufficient clean water to quench their thirst. Moreover, because they are in a
very confined area, not only do they sleep, defecate and eat all in one place, but often it is nothing but a
patch of hardened dirt or mud that is rarely, if ever, cleaned.
In many cases, the ropes or collars encircling their necks become embedded, the result of years of
neglect and constantly straining to escape their bond of confinement. Chained dogs do not receive
affection simply because their owners can easily ignore them. Because they have no socialization,
approaching them becomes difficult.
Like us, dogs are social beings who require the company of others, whether human, their own kind or
even a different species. Deprived of essential companionship and exercise, chained dogs can grow
hostile and potentially dangerous. Unable to distinguish between friend and foe, when confronted with a
perceived threat and unable to take flight, they feel forced to fight, attacking anything unfamiliar entering
its territory.
So what can you do to help a chained dog?
Call local animal control if you see a dog chained to a stationary object day-in and day-out. Under
California Health and Safety Code, it is illegal to tether, fasten, chain, tie, or restrain a dog to a
doghouse, tree, fence, or any other stationary object. It is also unlawful to tether a dog to a running line,
trolley, or pulley with a choke or pinch collar. It is legal to tether a dog for any activity, provided the
restraining of the dog is necessary for completion of a task, is temporary, and lasts for no more than
three hours in a 24-hour period.
If the dog‘s guardian is in violation of the law, notify the appropriate authority to investigate the situation.
In the city limits of Red Bluff, call the Red Bluff Police Department at 527-3131. In the city limits of
Corning, call the Corning Police Department at 824-7000. Anywhere in Tehama County other than the
above locations, call the Tehama County Sheriff‘s Office at 529-7900 ext. 1. If you do not receive a
response within a reasonable period, do not hesitate to contact a supervisor. If you are still not getting
an appropriate response, contact the Tehama County District Attorney‘s office 527-3053.

Raise community awareness about the many potential problems related to chained dogs.
Unchain Your Dog (http://www.unchainyourdog.org/index.html), offers free downloads and multiple
ideas for educating the community at large. Another excellent organization that advocates for chained
dogs and has informational materials available is Dogs Deserve Better
(https://dogsdeservebetter.org/helping-a-chained-penned-dog/).
Help educate the dogs‘ owners, with the hope they will learn to treat their pets better. You may not be
able to convince the owner to unchain, or even relinquish, the dog, nor may you be able to convince
them to make any changes themselves to improve the dog‘s life.
Nevertheless, you can try to be sure water and food is easily reached and available, that there is some
modicum of adequate shelter and always be relentless in bringing the situation before the authorities.
That dog is counting on you to be the voice he does not have. It is our responsibility as individuals, and
as a community, to improve their lives.

PETS: Feeling a sense of community
There are a wide range of terms for the feeling of connection between people, among which is a “sense of
community.”
Aristotle first defined the word “community” as a group established by men having shared values. That
definition has been refined and expanded through the years. We now recognize that people can belong to
different “communities” simultaneously. Where we live, our ethnic background, our religion, etc. can all be
various communities. A “sense of community” is the feeling of connectedness we have with others. It is the
feeling that we belong, the feeling that we matter to one another and to the group. It is what makes us feel
good and safe.
Not all communities rally around an event. Usually we see communities come together because of a cause
or as a result of disaster. But last Saturday, at the “Not Every Hero Wears a Cape” event at the State
Theatre in Red Bluff, the efforts of individuals and various groups of people was a great example of a
community coming together because they only wanted to create that “sense of community.” American
cultural anthropologist, Margaret Mead stated, “Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful committed
citizens can change the world. Indeed it is the only thing that ever has.” I must agree, because when you
bring a community together great things can, and do, happen.
The event‟s purpose was to give our community‟s members, during a fun-family event, a chance to meet
those that have protected their families, their property and their way of life. It was to create a bigger “sense
of community.” From the perspective of the PETS organization, it was an unmitigated success. Those that
assisted in making the afternoon the triumph it was were not from one neighborhood, one group, one
organization, or even one business. The people involved were of all ages, backgrounds, interests, and
occupations. Everyone had something worthwhile contribute.
It was an excellent opportunity to meet and form a camaraderie with other members of our community who
we previously did not know. It offered multiple opportunities to teach children numerous lessons. It was
also an occasion to have some fun with an outstanding and remarkable group of people.

The quantity and caliber of donations received went well beyond what we wished for, due to the amazing
generosity of businesses both local and throughout the United States. However, without the amazing
contributions from the Daily News, The Copy Center and Walker Printing, word about the event would
never have reached so many, and for this we thank you.
Most of us like to hear someone thank us for the things that we do. Even though getting a „thank you‟ is not
typically the motivation of why we do things, knowing we are not taken for granted is appreciated. The
PETS organization, believes strongly in giving thanks to those who assist us.
Because the list is quite lengthy, it is impossible to individually thank everyone who participated in, or
contributed to, this event in this article. But to the Tehama County Young Marines, the California Highway
Patrol Red Bluff Area, the Red Bluff Police Department, the Tehama County Sheriff‟s Office, the Red
Bluff Fire Department, Cal Fire Tehama-Glenn unit, Tehama County Veterans Services, the Tehama
County Veterans Collaborative, the Veterans of Foreign Wars and the American Legion Posts of Tehama
County, we thank you for being an integral part of this event and we would like you to know that your
continued commitment to our community is what makes this a great place to live and work.
It would not be fitting if I did not thank Richard DuVarney, county superintendent of schools, who emceed
the event and retired Tehama County Library employee Sally Ainsworth, who was instrumental in bringing
Sgt. Stubby to many children during her story hours. In addition to their efforts, both have had tremendous
positive impact on our community‟s children, and for that we all should be thankful.
On behalf of myself and the PETS organization, thank you to each supporter and volunteer for the
contributions of supplies, time and effort you gave freely. Please know that each of you epitomized the best
of what our community has to offer and are amazing examples of how good people can be. It was not only
my pleasure, but it was also truly an honor to work alongside all of you.
Community events are a great way to connect with others, make new friends, nurture long lasting
relationships, and often help other people in the community in a multitude of ways we may never realize. In
the end, we can walk away from an event with something as simple as a good feeling and a great memory,
or with something as amazing as a “sense of community” that can last a lifetime. I walked away with both.
Ronnie Casey is vice president of PETS — Providing Essentials for Tehama Shelter. She can be reached at
rmcredbluff@gmail.com. For more information about PETS, visit petstehama.org.

PETS: The perfect day for a movie and popcorn
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Who doesn‘t enjoy a movie and popcorn? Well, today is the perfect day to enjoy both. Not only is it
National Popcorn Day, but at 2 p.m., at the State Theatre For The Arts, at 333 Oak St., Red Bluff, while
munching those tasty popped kernels in celebration, you and your family can watch the enjoyable,
acclaimed animated film ―Sgt. Stubby: An American Hero‖ being hosted by PETS.
Yes, I wasn‘t kidding. The Popcorn Board, a nonprofit organization dedicated to raising awareness of
popcorn as a versatile, whole-grain snack, observes January 19 each year as National Popcorn Day.

They freely admit that they do not know how or when this celebration began, but I‘m sure we really don‘t
need a specific reason to enjoy some delicious popcorn and a good movie.
Considering that Americans consume 13 billion quarts of popped popcorn annually, or 42 quarts per
man, woman and child, and how we all love to give our pets treats, it started me wondering if popcorn is
acceptable to give to our furry friends. Most of us can relate to the following: We‘re watching our favorite
television show and have a bowl of popcorn within easy reach. A furry creature hovering nearby is
intently focused on us and the tasty prize in the bowl. Absorbed in our viewing, we haphazardly toss a
handful of popcorn into our mouth, and few kernels drop to the floor. Quicker than a speeding bullet they
are pounced upon by our watcher, and just as quickly eaten.
I found out that we do not need to panic. Air-popped popcorn is okay in moderation. Popcorn, itself, is
not bad for dogs and cats. It is the additives that can make it harmful. Even though it does contain small
amounts of the B vitamins, riboflavin and thiamine, which are useful for digestion, vision, and to maintain
energy levels, there is not enough nutritional basis to make it a food that you would feed your pet
regularly.
However, the toppings we put on to make it taste delicious to us is a completely different story. Many of
us prefer our popcorn dripping with butter and loaded with salt, even though we know, in our heart, it
isn‘t the best dietary choice. The same goes for our pets. Butter, oils, salt, and the other toppings can
cause digestive issues and diarrhea. The fats in oil and butter also contribute to obesity and obesityrelated health problems. Excessive salt can cause dehydration, or worse, possible kidney damage. In
addition, pre-made varieties of popcorn may contain significant amounts of onion and garlic, or be
coated in caramel or chocolate, or be heavily powdered with artificial cheese flavorings, all of which
could prove to be dangerous and quite toxic to your pet.
Plain, air-popped popcorn makes a nice occasional treat. Just be sure it is a fully popped, fluffy piece.
As anyone who has ever eaten popcorn knows, not every piece arrives fully popped. I know that I have
slightly gagged on a bit of husk, and spent a great deal of time trying to fish a shell fragment from
between my teeth. It is no different for the furry ones. Kernels can get stuck in a pet‘s teeth or pose a
choking hazard. So it is probably a good idea to keep whole or only partially-popped kernels away from
the curious fidos and felines. Also remember that, like any treat, too much of a good thing is not good,
ultimately, for your pet‘s health and weight.
While it is likely popcorn will not cause a life-threatening reaction, corn is one of the most common food
allergies in dogs. Just like beef, chicken, wheat, soy, dairy foods and eggs, corn can cause
uncomfortable itching, which leads to chewing, rubbing and scratching with the resultant hair loss. Some
animals may have diarrhea, vomiting or chronic gas. Also, even if your pet is not allergic to corn, the
hard and fibrous kernels may still be difficult for them to digest, thus leading to gastrointestinal issues
such as obstruction and constipation, especially if large quantities are eaten.
For a human snack, you can‘t beat popcorn. All popcorn is GMO free, even if it is not labeled non-GMO.
There are no known GMO crops of popcorn in the United States. Popcorn is gut friendly. It does not
contain gluten. Popcorn is virtually fat-free (only 0.1 g per cup). Popcorn has no artificial additives, no
preservatives, and is sugar-free. Popcorn is also budget-friendly, considering that a quart of popped
popcorn costs as little as 15 cents.
Sure, you can make popcorn at home and Fluffy or Fido would probably love those dropped
morsels. But today, why not bring the whole family for a fun-filled Saturday afternoon at the movies? You
can eat your popcorn, meet some real-life heroes of Tehama County and also celebrate National
Popcorn Day while watching ―Sgt. Stubby‖ and his daring adventures on screen. Sounds good to me.
I‘m going and would love to see you.

PETS: Keeping animal warm when the mercury
plummets
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―Baby, it‘s cold outside.‖ No, I am not talking about the now-controversial song written by Frank
Loesser in 1944, the one written during the same year that the GI Bill of Rights passed and Allied Forces
land on the beaches of Normandy. Who knew 75 years later I would find it necessary to clarify a simple
statement? So, when I say, ―Baby, it‘s cold outside,‖ I mean that it is freaking cold outdoors. Now, with
all the preamble out of the way, on to the crux of the article.
Just as we can be affected by cold weather, animals that are not adapted to it can also suffer. Simply
because they have fur does not mean they cannot experience frostbite and hypothermia just like
humans. Dog breeds, such as huskies and dogs bred for colder climates, might be more tolerant of the
colder weather, but no domestic pet should be left outside for extended periods in below-freezing
weather.
The best way to protect our pets during the winter months is simply to bring them inside. Puppies,
kittens, elderly animals, small animals and any who might be vulnerable to the elements will be less
susceptible to illness and injury indoors. If you cannot keep your pet inside, consider providing
protected, insulated housing that will keep them safe from severe weather conditions.
Placing the shelter in a protected area, like a garage or on a covered porch, will assist in keeping the
animal warmer. In addition, be sure to raise it several inches off the ground to keep the cold from
leeching up through the bottom. Providing a flap over the entrance will also assist in keeping out cold
gusts. Line the bottom of the shelter with old sleeping bags, heavy blankets, or a thick padding of straw.
No matter what you use, be sure to check bedding frequently since blankets, etc. can get wet and
freeze, thus defeating their purpose of providing additional warmth. If interested, the following site offers
instructions on how to build a simple shelter for cats, utilizing easily obtainable materials:
https://www.cleanitsupply.com/t/roughneck-homes.aspx?medium=erm .
Keeping your pet well-groomed during the winter months will aid in keeping him warmer. Matted hair
does not insulate properly and puts the animal at risk. In addition, never shave a dog in winter. The
longer coat will provide necessary extra warmth. Also, wash your pets as little as possible during these
cold spells. Bathing a pet too often can increase the chance of them developing dry, flaky skin. If you do
bathe them, use a moisturizing shampoo or rinse.
Short-haired animals will benefit from a warm covering when going outside. Be sure to provide one that
is not just cute. Look for adequate padding and a good fit. However, do not put clothes on your pet and
send him outside unsupervised. Some dogs wear clothes happily, others will try to get out of them and
risk getting them caught in a way that can cause harm. If you put protective booties on the dog be sure
they fit snugly. If they are too constricting you risk compromising circulation, thus increasing chances of
frostbite. In addition, always be sure to clean off legs, feet, and stomach when your pet comes in out of
sleet or snow. If the pet cleans itself and ingests salt or antifreeze, it can become fatally ill. Because
antifreeze in any amount is lethal to dogs and cats, be sure to immediately clean up spills and buy the
product made with propylene glycol instead of ethylene glycol.
Most people know that pets left alone in a car during the heat of summer can die. The same holds true
during the cold of winter. Cars can get as cold as any refrigerator‘s freezer, and pets can easily perish.
Remember also, cats often take refuge under car hoods to be near warm engines in cold weather.

Therefore, before starting your car, bang loudly on the hood or honk the horn, to give any cat a chance
to escape and avoid serious injury.
In cold weather, animals burn more calories to keep warm. If your dog spends a lot of time outside, he
may need to have his food supply increased, especially protein portions. However, if your dog is indoors
most of the time with decreased activity, then fewer calories are required. When in doubt, be sure to ask
your vet about any dietary changes. Fresh water is always crucial. Be sure it is readily available and
check often that it does not freeze. Remember, pets cannot get enough water from licking ice or eating
snow. Also use plastic bowls, when the temperature drops, because your pet‘s tongue can stick and
freeze to the metal dishes.
If your pet suffers from cold exposure and exhibits such symptoms as violent shivering, listlessness,
muscle stiffness, difficulty breathing, and lack of appetite, wrap him in a blanket and go to your
veterinarian as soon as possible. Do not immerse him in warm water and, please, avoid heating pads,
which can cause burns.
So, while ―It‘s cold outside‖ and until we can ―Have a heatwave, a tropical heatwave‖, why not make the
winter months safer and more comfortable for your furry companions by taking a few precautions.

PETS: Add preservation of all creatures to your
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It has been quite the year, one that many can hardly wait to be over, but the coming ―New Year‖ offers
us a perceived fresh start, a golden opportunity to transform our life from what it is now. There is no
doubt that the New Year is certainly an excellent time to think about what you want to change during the
coming year. So, while you are contemplating the future days, why not think about how you can make
the world a better place not only for yourself, but for the other living entities you share this planet with.
Why not add the preservation of what we love in nature to your New Year‘s resolutions? Sadly, many
have taken for granted the Earth and all that it offers, including its animals. We must hold in reverence
the world in which we live. I could not even begin to imagine a world without a creature in it, and I truly
hope that you cannot either. Unless all of us are diligent now, the possibility can become quite real for
future generations. According to the International Union for Conservation of Nature there are more than
96,500 species on the ―Red List‖ (https://www.iucnredlist.org/), and more than 26,500 of them
are threatened with extinction. This includes 40% of amphibians, 33% of reef building corals, 25% of
mammals, 31% of sharks and rays, 27% of crustaceans and 14% of birds. These statistics are not
something to be proud of.
If we wish to insure a more positive future, then it is up to us to tread lightly now. As a ―higher‖ species
we need to become more aware of the things we do that disrupt the natural order of life around us. In
addition, humans, like any other form of life, cannot live without a healthy environment. Therefore, if for
no other reason than self-preservation, it is imperative that we take care of where we live.
Albert Einstein is quoted as saying, ―Any society which does not insist upon respect for all life must
necessarily decay.‖ Life has value and every animal, including humans, deserves to be free from
intentional harm and abuse. If we show more compassion and empathy towards the animals, then
perhaps how we treat our fellow man will also become more compassionate and empathetic. We
depend on each other for survival. We do not stand apart from the animal kingdom, but are a part of it.

When we fail to understand the mutually beneficial relationships between us, we can lose everything
experienced from our associations with each other.
As another goal on the resolution list, why not add ―learn one new thing every day?‖ The more we know,
the better equipped we will be to help the environment, the animals and, ultimately, ourselves. Plato
once said, ―Human behavior flows from three main sources: desire, emotion, and knowledge.‖ We
define ourselves as this planet‘s leading species because of our supposed ability to use and design
tools, feel emotion and problem-solve. Animals throughout the world possess an incredible arsenal of
skills that, when compared to our skill level, we are in many respects ―babes in the wood.‖ If we learn
more about those with which we share our habitat, perhaps in the discovery we can shape a better
world for all of us in the future.
This year be a voice for change instead of waiting for someone else to take the lead. Our individual
actions, when united with others, can make positive differences. We have already seen how public
pressure has been responsible for many changes in animal welfare, such as the recent ―hot car law‖ and
the ―retail pet sale ban.‖ There is still a great deal to be done. If we wish to ensure that animals are
treated with respect and dignity throughout their lives, then it is our responsibility as individuals to act
accordingly. Whether it is informing the authorities of instances of cruelty and neglect, or increasing
awareness about animal-related issues, each positive movement is a step in the right direction for us all.
Lastly, I ask that you add to your list of resolutions to help those who already are working with or have
animals. Work with others to establish programs that will address such issues as feral cats, pet overpopulation, or how to supply food and medical care to pets for those who cannot afford either. Volunteer
at our local shelter or one of the many other rescue organizations in the area and ask what you can do
to help make a difference in the lives of their charges. Help the elderly or infirm with their pets by offering
to transport both to vet appointments or assist them with dog walking, grooming, etc. Any small act of
kindness can have an impact on a life struggling, be it human or animal.
Author James R. Sherman, Ph. D. wrote, ―Although no one can go back and make a brand-new start,
anyone can start from now and make a brand-new ending.‖ Every individual holds a vital key to our
future well-being. Beginning this year why not try to make a brand-new ending, not only for yourself, but
for animals, too? Everyone will benefit.

PETS: Keep animals safe during all holiday traditions
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While we often focus on Christmas, there is another celebration which typically also occurs in December
and that is Chanukah, also called the Festival of Lights. The word Chanukah, also spelled Hanukkah,
means ―dedication,‖ and is so named because it commemorates the rededication of the Second Temple
in Jerusalem after a successful revolt of the Jewish people against their Syrian-Greek oppressors, who
had tried to assimilate them and, in so doing, had desecrated their Temple.
As part of the rededication, the people needed to relight the menorah, whose source of fuel was olive oil.
Unfortunately, only one day‘s worth of oil was found for use. But miraculously the menorah stayed lit for
eight days, seven more than expected. The belief was that a miracle from God had occurred, thus the
reason for the eight-day celebration.

Hanukkah, like our Christian holiday, is a time spent with loved ones, which will certainly include pets.
Whether exchanging presents or gathering around the table with friends and family, there is no doubt
the family cat or dog like to get in on the joyous celebrations.
At the heart of the celebration is the nightly menorah lighting. The menorah holds nine candles, one of
which is the shamash (attendant), which is used to ignite the other eight lights. Over eight successive
days, one candle is lit per day, until the Menorah is completely ablaze. It can pose a danger for both
pets and humans, since tradition dictates the candles burn themselves out, thus creating a potential fire
hazard for the entire household. It is also typical for families to place the menorah in an easily accessible
location.
For wagging dog tails, and cats who like to jump on tables, this can be a disaster waiting to happen.
Never leave lighted candles and unattended pets in the same room. I am positive you don‘t want Fido,
Fluffy or your house to go up in flames. Place the candles out of harm‘s way, or a better choice is to use
the battery-operated flameless kind.
Traditional Hanukkah foods include latkes (potato pancakes) and sufganiyot (jelly doughnuts), both
cooked in oil. Cooking in hot oil can not only be exceedingly messy, but also dangerous when pets sniff
at your feet looking for tasty dropped tidbits. While the smell of food is always a temptation for the furry
ones, it is much safer for the both of you to keep them out of the kitchen and harm‘s way.
The fried doughnuts are filled with artificially colored red custard or jelly, and then sprinkled with
powdered sugar. This tasty confection is heavy on calories, fat and sugar. While not particularly healthy
for us, a pet‘s ingestion of this pastry could lead to gastrointestinal problems which include vomiting,
diarrhea and decreased appetite. In addition, pancreatitis can also result from the pet‘s inappropriate
consumption.
I adore Latkes, but again, these savory Hanukkah treats can be extremely toxic to pets. Grated potato
and egg are combined with chopped onions, fried in oil and then slathered with sour cream or
applesauce. Onions contain an ingredient called thiosulphate which is toxic to cats and dogs. Whether
raw or cooked, a small amount of onion could cause a serious anemia.
Symptoms can take up to two to four days to appear and can include respiratory distress, diarrhea,
vomiting and lethargy. In addition, Latkes are high in fat and carbohydrates, both of which can cause
gastrointestinal problems for the animals.
Each Hanukkah children eagerly wait to receive coin-shaped chocolates wrapped in gold or silver
colored foil. These wrapped chocolate ‗gelt‘ are doubly dangerous for our pets. The gold foil wrapping
can cause digestive upset or, worse, obstruction and the chocolate is toxic, even in small
amounts. Since children often receive these during the holiday, be sure that these candies do not end
up on the floor or in places that are easily accessible to the critters.
For children, the dreidel game has been a favorite part of the Hanukkah celebration. The dreidel, a foursided top, has a Hebrew letter on each of its sides: nun, gimmel, hey, and shin. These are the first
letters of the Hebrew words ―Nes gadol haya sham‖ meaning ―A great miracle occurred there‖. Dreidel
games are fun and entertaining for the whole family, and pets are no exception.
The spinning top can be very enticing to the animals. In addition, the top can cause issues for a dog who
likes to chew everything. The dreidel is not very large and can easily become a choking hazard or cause
a dangerous gastrointestinal foreign body obstruction. The simplest thing to do is keep the dreidel and
any other holiday game pieces out of your pets‘ reach when not in use.

The holidays should be a happy time for you and your family, not a time for an emergency run to the
veterinarian. Accidents can happen, no matter what we may do, so be sure to keep your local vet‘s
telephone number and the ASPCA Poison Control Center‘s number (888-426-4435) handy.
rmcredbluff@gmail.com. For more information about PETS, visit petstehama.org.

PETS: Coming together to help in the face of disaster
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Many things have resulted from the unfathomable disaster that has befallen our beloved North State, but
the one item that has become apparent is the realization we have a community of which we all can be
proud.
Often there is the belief that disasters provoke a brutal sense of survival of the fittest. While there have
been some reports of looting, overall the picture is quite different. Across the region we have seen
individuals, disparate groups, and unrelated organizations and businesses unify and work towards a
common goal. Divisions between people appeared to dissolve and, more often than not, the people
seem more considerate and sensitive to the plight of others.
―What,‖ you might ask, ―does this have to do with a column about animals?‖ Actually, it has a great deal
to do with them. It is easy to focus only on the wake of tragedy and destruction left by this horrendous
Camp Fire. But the ongoing rescue and care of the animals affected reinforces the belief that
compassion for animals is actually a deeply held core value within our society.
We are seeing that the special bond shared between an owner and pet is also shared by a much larger
community of neighbors, rescuers, and veterinary personnel who are dedicating themselves to the
safety and protection, recovery and reunification of the animals in need. In addition, many local, regional
and national organizations and agencies have also become an integral part of this community of
compassion.
The people involved are not only from our immediate community, but are from other counties, states,
and even countries. I wish we could know the full names of everyone involved but, even if we do not, we
do know that they are all unifying under the same humane goal to face together the many challenges
put before them.
Lost animals are starting to be reunited with their guardians, thanks to the numerous people who are
sharing the missing on their own and multiple social media sites. Others are soliciting disaster aid for the
animals and people within the devastated community. Still others are working tirelessly transporting
supplies donated or rescuing animals. Countless individuals are trying to mend the scorched and injured
of a multitude of creatures who are scared and hurting beyond belief.
Through the diligence and generosity of many wondrous souls, comfort and aid is being provided. They
are giving time, monies and, most notably, pieces of their hearts without expectation. They are sharing
themselves and providing hope and light in the darkness. They are offering compassion, and easing the
ravages of destruction. Because the list is quite lengthy, it is truly impossible to thank everyone.
However, on behalf of myself, and for all the animals being helped, ―thank you‖ for the selfless
contributions you are making. Please know that each and every one of you are amazing examples of
how good mankind can truly be.

We are seeing that when we work together, we work best. No matter how unrelated and dissimilar we
are, the more we support each other, the more we can help the animals. During disasters like this one,
the enormous need is overwhelming for any one group to handle alone. Collaboration among all,
individuals and groups alike, is not only beneficial, but necessary. While it may seem ridiculous to
believe that one person can do anything to make a difference, each giving action taken, no matter how
small or seemingly insignificant, does join with others until the enormity of the situation is over.
While I write this, numerous requests for assistance still keep pouring in. But as we have seen, the
animals have a large benevolent community and help is being given as quickly as humanly possible. As
more animals are moved from being exposed to additional injury and the elements, to safe havens, it is
my hope that this disaster will leave behind the legacy of collaboration and compassion displayed, for it
is greater than the path of the fire‘s destruction.
This catastrophe has united us in our unfailing courage, our shared heart-wrenching challenges and our
over-whelming grief. We will never know when the next disaster or crisis will happen, but I do know that
our animals have a large community of caring people to rely on when it does.

PETS: The bond between humans and animals
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The human animal bond is strong. The American Veterinary Medical Association describes this bond as,
―… a mutually beneficial and dynamic relationship between people and animals that is influenced by
behaviors essential to the health and well-being of both. This includes, among other things, the
emotional, psychological, and physical interactions of people, animals, and the environment‖. That link
between us and animals often goes beyond the love and companionship we share with our pets. This
invisible tie binds us to not only our pets, but to other creatures as well, and can have a dramatic impact
on all our lives and health, especially during times of disaster.
Our world is a dangerous place. As we have seen this past year fire, alone, has exacted a huge
personal toll on countless families. Now, and during these past months, we have born witness to, or
heard time and again, countless stories of what occurs. An animal is rescued after a disaster and his
owners search endlessly until they are tearfully reunited. Another animal is rescued and his owners
never even look for him. One person flees his home with his pets as soon as a warning of a possible
impending disaster is issued, while another chooses to stay with his animals regardless of risk. Yet
others leave their homes and animals without remorse or a glance back.
Numerous examples of what can happen during disasters abound. After the 1979 Three Mile Island
nuclear accident, many owners left their animals to wander, resulting in not only multiple traffic
accidents, but also an overcapacity filling of shelters and veterinary clinics. After the 1991 Oakland, CA,
firestorm, hundreds of pets were never reunited with their owners because the owners could not be
located. After Hurricane Andrew, families learned they could not stay at public shelters if they had their
pets with them. Others refused to evacuate in a timely and safe manner because they could not take
their pets with them. Still others were prevented from attempting to rescue their pets.
As we see, during a disaster people will make decisions based on their animals‘ welfare, thus exposing
themselves, their animals and emergency personnel to an increased risk for injury or death. In addition,
the loss and suffering of animals in disasters causes such deep anguish that it can limit a person‘s
capacity for rational decisions and actions. Even livestock and poultry owners are affected with mental
health issues before, during and after a disaster. They, too, have a special bond with their animals.

According to Sebastian Heath in the 1999 edition of Animal Management in Disasters, many cannot
separate what happens to their livestock from what happens to their family.
When we realize that approximately sixty-eight percent of U.S. households own a pet, according to
the 2017-2018 National Pet Owners Survey conducted by the American Pet Products Association
(APPA), then we must also understand during large-scale disasters, pet ownership can and will affect
the behavior of large segments of the population.
Years ago, we were horrified by the catastrophic loss of life and property in the wake of Hurricane
Katrina. While the human toll was devastating, so was what happened to the animals. An estimated
250,000 dogs and cats were displaced or died as a result of Katrina. In response to the disregard for the
human-animal bond during Hurricane Katrina, the US Congress approved, and President George W.
Bush signed into law, the Federal Pets Evacuation and Transportation Standards (PETS) act on
October 6, 2006. The law guarantees the inclusion of companion animals, assistance animals and pet
owners in disaster preparedness planning. States that do not comply will not be eligible for federal
disaster funds.
Disasters involving animals entail many social, economic, moral and psychological concerns, among
which are health and safety issues, the human-animal bond, the economic impact on the community
and numerous ethical and moral questions. During an actual disaster the environment is extremely
challenging both physically and emotionally for the affected community residents, the local government,
as well as for incoming humanitarian efforts. Infrastructures are often compromised and difficulty in
executing anything is the norm. Supplies, equipment, medical treatments and facilities for the public, the
animals, and personnel involved, as well as funds to support response activities can also be difficult to
mobilize on such short notice.
It is not unreasonable to expect more disasters happening within our regional area which will lead to an
increasing demand for animal evacuations and shelters of all kinds. Therefore, it is absolutely imperative
for us to continue to explore ways to provide the resources necessary, to better support the humananimal bond while keeping the public, the animals and emergency responders safe. Every disaster,
teaches us valuable lessons to prepare for the next one. This year, unfortunately, we have learned a lot.

PETS: Some heroes wear a leash
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World War I, also known as the First World War or the Great War, was a global war originating in
Europe that lasted from July 28, 1914 to November 11, 1918. It led to the fall of four empires —
German, Russian, Ottoman, and Austro-Hungarian — resulted in the Bolshevik Revolution in Russia
and, in its destabilization of European society, laid the groundwork for World War II. It also led to the
mobilization of more than 70 million military personnel, making it one of the largest wars in history.
At the eleventh hour, on the eleventh day of the eleventh month, fighting stopped, putting an end to the
bloodshed per the terms of an armistice agreement signed that day. President Woodrow Wilson later
signed a proclamation commemorating Nov. 11 as Armistice Day. The proclamation read: ―… Armistice
Day will be filled with solemn pride in the heroism of those who died in the country‘s service and with
gratitude for the victory, both because of the thing from which it has freed us and because of the
opportunity it has given America to show her sympathy with peace and justice …‖

Years later, President Eisenhower signed a bill changing Armistice Day to Veterans Day, to thank all
who had served the United States of America. He wrote: ―… let us solemnly remember the sacrifices of
all those who fought so valiantly, on the seas, in the air, and on foreign shores, to preserve our heritage
of freedom, and let us consecrate ourselves to the task of promoting an enduring peace so that their
efforts shall not have been in vain.‖
On April 6, 1917 the U.S. joined its allies to fight in World War I. In July of that same year, while Pvt.
Robert Conroy and other members of the 102nd Infantry were training to ship oversees, they noticed a
stray dog wandering around scavenging for food. He and his fellow doughboys befriended the homeless
mutt and named him Stubby. When the Division got orders to ship to France, Conroy smuggled Stubby
aboard the SS Minnesota. The dog charmed his way into the good graces of the commanding officers
when discovered and, by the time the troops disembarked, Stubby was the 102nd Infantry‘s unofficial
mascot. He entered combat on February 5, 1918 and served with the 102nd Infantry Regiment in
France for 8 months, participating in four military offensives and 17 battles.
Stubby was promoted to the rank of Sergeant, the first dog to be promoted in combat. He also received
numerous medals for his many acts of heroism, earning Stubby the designation as the most decorated
dog in U.S. Army history. In addition, he was made a lifetime member of the Red Cross, the YMCA and
The American Legion.
Of all the amazing traits a dog can possess, it is its loyalty that endears him to us most of all. We have
heard stories about dogs putting their own lives on the line to protect, defend and save people. What
may surprise many is that some of the bravest were society‘s rejects. They were mutts surrendered or
abandoned, or physically and emotionally injured strays who had no home. The types of dogs our
shelter receives daily. Stubby, an unimpressive, short mutt was definitely one of the bravest.
This stray dog went to serve in the trenches during World War I, where he would earn his way into
history for his heroic deeds. Sgt. Stubby never asked to go to war. Not many do. Nevertheless, when he
found himself there, he served with distinction with no promise of anything. On this November 11, the
100th anniversary of when the guns fell silent and the world‘s first global conflict came to an end, we
need to reflect not only on those who served but also on the many men and women who continue to
serve in the trenches to protect us.
In recognizing them and that ―Not Every Hero Wears a Cape,‖ PETS will be hosting a variety of events
these next few months. The first is the Sgt. Stubby Coloring Contest. We feel it is a great way for
children to start to learn about this monumental centennial anniversary, about those who protect us, and
of how Sgt. Stubby displays such time-honored virtues as bravery, patriotism, family, and duty.
PETS would like your children, grandchildren, students, etc. to show us how remarkable their coloring
skills are by coloring an official Sgt. Stubby picture. Entry forms, rules, and coloring sheets can be
picked up and dropped off at the Tehama County Library, 545 Diamond Ave.; the California Highway
Patrol, 2550 Main St.; and the Daily News, 728 Main St., all in Red Bluff. In addition they can be
downloaded at the PETS Sgt. Stubby website, https://petstehama.wixsite.com/sgtstubby/copy-of-home
and mailed to PETS, PO Box 1174, Red Bluff, CA 96080.
Our judges will choose one winner from each of the four age groups: 0-3 years, 4-5 years; 6-8 years;
and 9-12 years. The winner will be announced on Jan. 19, 2019 at the PETS. hosted one-time showing
of the acclaimed animated film ―Sgt. Stubby: An American Hero‖.
In closing, to all veterans, thank you for your service.

PETS: Halloween can be a scary time for pets
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Halloween originally started as nothing more than an autumn harvest festival. Today, this holiday for
grownups and kids is associated with costumes and, of course, candy, a lot of candy. While Halloween
may be fun for all of us, our pets may not share the same view, except possibly for the candy.
Let‘s face it, all those witches, ghosts, and goblins can be the stuff of nightmares for our furry friends.
Not only will the doorbell be constantly ringing, with the door continually opening and closing, but
strangers in frightening costumes shrieking for their own treats are sure to send the most docile of pets
into a frenzy.
For your pet‘s safety and the safety of others, it is advisable to keep dogs and cats in another room, or in
a crate away from the front door, while providing a nice diversion like a toy, during peak trick-or-treating
hours. Be sure to close the blinds so dogs cannot see who is outside. Consider also leaving a TV or
radio playing to help block out the sounds of people coming and going. For dogs that bark every time the
doorbell rings, disconnecting it and watching for trick-or-treaters might prove beneficial.
In addition, if your pet is not confined when opening the door, be sure that he does not dart outside. No
one really wants to go searching for a lost loved one at night. In case the worst-case scenario does
occur, be sure your pets can be identified. Dogs and cats should be micro-chipped and wear
identification collars with the pet‘s name and a contact phone number that includes the area code. The
phone number should have a working answering machine or voice mail associated with it. The easier it
is for someone to make contact, the better the chances are of having your furry friend returned quickly.
Consider not leaving your pets out in the yard on Halloween. As inexcusable as it is, there are those
who will torment, injure, steal and even kill pets if they have easy access. For their safety and your
peace of mind, it is much better to keep them indoors during this fright night.
As yummy as all that candy is to us, it is definitely not something for our pets. Chocolate in every form,
especially dark or baking chocolate, can be very dangerous, even lethal, to cats and dogs. Sugar-free
candies containing the artificial sweetener xylitol can also cause serious problems in pets. If you think
that Fido or Fluffy ate something poisonous to them, please call your veterinarian or the ASPCA Poison
Control Center at (888) 426-4435 immediately.
While being in costume for us can be enjoyable, it may cause your pet undue stress. Unless your canine
or feline loves to play dress-up, do not put them in one. If you do dress your pet for Halloween, make
sure that it fits properly and is comfortable. Insure that it does not have any small, hanging pieces that
can be chewed off and become a choking hazard. Also, make sure that the costume does not interfere
with your pet‘s movement, sight, hearing, or ability to breathe, bark or meow. Take time to have your pet
try on any attire before Halloween, and never leave him unsupervised while wearing it. The outfit could
become twisted, or hooked on something that could lead to serious injury. If your pet seems distressed
while garbed, let him go ―Au Naturel‖ or use a colorful bandanna, instead.
When you and children are trick-or-treating away from home and you hear or see a dog barking behind
a door or fence, consider avoiding that particular place if the owner and dog are not familiar. If you do
approach, remember that their animal may not recognize you in costume. When we change the way we
normally walk, talk and act because of our disguise, dogs do not understand. They can become easily

frightened or very excited and wish to chase and grab a part of your costume. Either way, a bite can
possibly ensue.
The following are also a few easy pet safety rules parents can teach children before trick-or-treating and
possibly encountering a strange dog. ―Quiet and slow is always the way to go‖. When scared of a dog,
never run away, just move away quietly and slowly. ―Don‘t run and shout, it can freak dogs out‖. Running
and shouting might cause a dog to chase or attack. ―Don‘t tease and annoy, a dog‘s not a toy‖. Do not
tease a dog by waving food or toys in front of it. The dog might try to grab what it is and mistakenly hurt
the child. Lastly, ―Keep your face out of their space‖. Always instruct the child to keep their face away
from a dog‘s teeth. Even if he does not want to bite, the animal may unintentionally hurt the child.

Doggie dreams can sometimes be nightmares
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The other night, in the wee hours of the morning, I awoke suddenly from the deepest sleep to the
most heart-wrenching cries imaginable. Thinking one of the animals was severely injured, I quickly
bolted upright to see who was in such dire distress. Everyone was fine, and nothing appeared to be
wrong. However, it is an occurrence that happens more than both my husband and I would like.
The source of these screams is Petey, the stray we adopted from the shelter last year. Because
dogs have long-term memory, research has concluded that they can dream about specific events in
their lives. Even though we do not know anything of Petey’s past, we do know that she suffered
emotional trauma and, apparently, it is what is haunting her sleep. Since her “doggie dreams” were
more intense than the usual tiny yips and cries heard from our other dogs, I needed to know more
about why dogs have bad dreams and how I could help her.
The first question raised is, do dogs actually dream? Stanley Coren, PhD., DSc., FRSC, professor
emeritus of psychology and neuropsychological researcher at the University of British Columbia
studied the electrical activity of dogs’ brains during their sleep cycles and compared them to
human brain activity. He discovered that the same pattern of brain activity during rapid eye
movement (REM) sleep in humans is found in dogs.
In humans, dreams are directly linked to REM sleep. This deeper sleep stage is recognizable by
rapid movement of the eyes, twitching of the face and limbs, irregular breathing and increased
brain activity. During REM sleep the brain is invigorated, and dreaming occurs due to this increased
brain activity. Outward indications of REM sleep in dogs can include “paddling” of the paws,
twitching of the facial muscles, whining, growling and rapid movement of the eyes. The rapid brain
wave patterns recorded during dogs’ REM sleep cycles indicate that the physical activity is
indicative of a dream state.

People dream to process memories and to work out emotions. The most widely accepted theory is
that dreams are a vehicle for processing all of the data that the brain takes in. Dogs’ brains, in many
ways, look and function just like human brains. We share many of the same basic physical
attributes and our brain waves go through the same stages of electrical activity, all of which is
consistent with the idea that dogs can, and do, dream.
If we believe dogs can have dreams, then we need to believe they can have nightmares as well.
Humans have nightmares about things they fear, so the reasonable assumption is that dogs do too.
We understand that a human’s version of memory and a dog’s version of memory are two different
things. Humans retain memories, or images of positive and negative experiences and encounters.
For a dog, their long-term memory is an imprint of an occurrence.
Imprinting is defined as any kind of phase-sensitive learning. That learning typically occurs at a
particular age or a life stage. It is rapid and apparently independent of the consequences of
behavior. It is used to describe situations in which an animal learns the characteristics of some
stimulus, which is then said to be “imprinted” onto it. Any negative occurrence, like abuse or a
traumatic event, that a dog can match (imprint) with a person, place, or thing can stay with him for
his whole life. Thus, it is not difficult to suppose that these unpleasant imprints could be the cause
of many canine bad dreams.
The next question becomes, ‘What do we do when these “nightmares” occur?’ The consensus is
not to overreact, and “let sleeping dogs lie”. It is very sound advice considering that if a dog is
waking up from a dreadful scenario, there is a good possibility it will react by biting. However, at
2:00 am when being awakened from a sound sleep, the advice can be difficult to follow. Usually I
will call her name softly and give a gentle foot nudge under the covers, which appears to do the
trick. The remaining night is spent in peaceful slumber by all.
When we brought Petey home, she could not verbally tell us about her previous “life.” We have no
proof, but our belief is that she did not experience much in the way of human kindness or joy.
Therefore, our days are focused on creating a safe and comforting home and happy experiences to
replace the bad ones, in the hope of giving her better dreams. But now if she does have a bad
dream, at least she’s by our sides, protected and loved in a soft bed.

PETS: October is Squirrel Awareness Month
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Squirrel! Who hasn’t laughed at either the dog in the Pixar movie “Up,” or your own dog? Both can
be doing something and suddenly, squirrel!

Then there is Scrat, the acorn-obsessed saber-toothed squirrel of the “Ice Age” movie series. Nor
can we overlook Bullwinkle’s mentor from Frostbite Falls, Rocky J. Squirrel, the intelligent friend.
The list is endless. Whether characters in cartoons or movies, or the “real thing” flying from tree to
tree or scurrying up a pole, there is no doubt that they have brought us enjoyment and angst.
October is Squirrel Awareness month. Why, you ask. It isn’t as if we are not aware of them already.
Digging up gardens, running across roads and, of course, driving our furry canine friends crazy.
Squirrels are everywhere! If you think I am exaggerating, then think about this. There are 278
species and 51 genera (a taxonomic group into which a family is divided and contains one or more
species) of the family Sciuridae. This family is one of the most diverse of living mammals and
includes tree squirrels, ground squirrels, flying squirrels, chipmunks, marmots (including
woodchucks), and my personal favorite, prairie dogs.
With so many species it is not surprising that they would vary greatly in size. The smallest species of
squirrel is the African pygmy tree squirrel, which grows to about 5 inches in total length and weighs
in at a hefty 0.35 ounces. The black giant tree squirrel (Ratufa indica) is one of the largest species of
squirrel. From its head to the end of its tail, total body length is approximately 38 inches. Their
adult weight is about 4.5 pounds. That is an impressive squirrel.
However, our ever-familiar and quite prolific greys (grays) are medium-size tree squirrels. The
Western gray squirrel is a native to the western coastal states (California, Oregon, and
Washington). The California gray, as it is also known, can weigh up to 2.2 pounds and grow to 24
inches. The Eastern grey is a bit smaller in size and weight and is native to eastern North America,
though it has been widely introduced around the world.
While tree squirrels are friends to the oak and pine forests by burying nuts everywhere, ground
squirrels are troublesome pests for many. The California ground squirrel, also called the Beechey
Ground Squirrel, is the most common species in gardens. As is typical for ground squirrels,
California ground squirrels live in burrows which they excavate themselves. Some burrows are
occupied communally, but each individual squirrel has its own entrance.
Although they readily become tame in areas populated by humans, they actually spend most of
their time within 82 feet of their burrow, and rarely go further than 160 feet from it. This squirrel is
also the most serious native rodent pest in California, and inflicts up to an estimated $50 million of
damage every year by eating crops, weakening hillsides, re-routing waterways, undermining
roadways and buildings, and depleting forage. All of which is pretty amazing for a mammal that is
only about 18 inches long and weighs around 2 pounds.
One good point is that these small mammals are almost never found to be infected with rabies and
have not been known to cause rabies among humans in the United States. Bites by them are

usually not considered a risk of rabies unless the animal was sick and rabies is widespread in their
area.
The squirrel’s tail’s purpose is actually more than being pretty. It is considered a universal tool for
the animal. The tail provides a balancing function when the animal climbs, walks along branches
and jumps from one tree to another. If they do slip and fall, that tail serves as a natural parachute,
slowing the squirrels fall so he can safely land. In addition, the squirrel can cushion its fall by
putting its tail to the ground before the rest of the body hits. Although squirrels are not well known
as swimmers, they do swim and their tail acts as a rudder, helping them in maintaining a course in
the water, especially during any turbulence.
Again, the tail helps squirrels adapt to a variety of weather conditions. When it rains, it becomes
dual purpose, acting as both umbrella and towel. If cold, the squirrel wraps itself in it to keep
warm. By pumping more blood into its tail the squirrel can lower its body temperature and keep
cool during hot summers. Last, and definitely not least, tails are utilized for communication. A
squirrel warns others of predators by flicking its tail quickly and ‘shivers’ its tail when approaching
members of the opposite sex in order to grab her desired attention.
While some may view them as annoying little varmints, you have to admit they are darn cute and
really quire clever. Have you ever watched one try to get to a bird feeder? It is ingenuity at work. In
addition, to throw “food robbers” off, they practice “deceptive caching”, a technique where they
pretend to bury a nut by digging a hole, and covering it up, without dropping anything in it. Yes,
they are crafty, adorable, and entertaining critters and just like any canine, I’m squirrel!
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We love stories much like a child loves candy. However, telling the story regarding why PETS does what
it does isn‘t as easy as it sounds. In January 2019, PETS will be hosting a rather monumental event,
with the hope to bring the whole community together. In order to accomplish this, I have had the extreme
pleasure of visiting a number of entities these past weeks to share our story and hear theirs.
Everyone‘s experiences are unique as they are and, as I found lately, when we share our stories and
our viewpoints we actually expand each other‘s understanding of ourselves as individuals and as
organizations. To find common ground, sometimes all it takes is a strong desire to make life a bit better
for the members of our community, and that desire is what unites all of us. While many of the groups I
visited focus on helping less fortunate humans, PETS‘ focus is on helping less fortunate animals. All of
us, however, have the shared purpose to ―help those in need‖.
The core belief of PETS is that pets are a lifetime commitment and deserve a safe and loving home. We
feel that pets can help make us better people, and have the ability to strengthen the family unit and, as
an indirect result, the community improves and becomes a healthier, more pleasant place to live. Each

organization I visited also shared the aspiration of having the county be a truly safe, healthy, enjoyable
area where we and our families can live.
As we shared our stories, I expounded on the programs and events PETS developed and funded to
increase adoptions at the Tehama County Animal Care Center to help pave the way to end pet
homelessness in the county. One is the ―Senior for a Senior‖ program, designed to facilitate the adoption
of senior pets by senior residents on fixed incomes, who are unable to afford the fees required to obtain
a companion animal. Other programs such as ―Patriots and Pets‖ (for active military and veterans), and
―Everyone Needs a Hero‖ (for Fire and Law Enforcement personnel) where the spay/neuter fees for
adopted animals are covered, are PETS‘ way of saying, ‗thank you‘ to these guardians of life and
property. I also shared that 198 of the 370 animals adopted at TCACC in 2017, were a direct result of
these programs and additional adoption events sponsored by P.E.T.S., like ―Home for the Holidays‖ and
―Free Cat Fridays‖.
Some did not know that one of the common reasons people surrender their beloved pets to the shelter
is that they are unable to feed them. We talked about PETS‘ ―Feasting on Kindness‖ program, which
provides pet food to low income families in order for them to keep their furry companions during difficult
times. As the discussions continued, they learned that in 2017 we were able to supply over 19,000
pounds of pet food to those in need, because of the collaboration and assistance from other Tehama
County organizations, businesses, and churches of all faiths.
We talked about PETS‘ wish to improve the relationship between people and pets, and how we feel that
by serving as a pet-care resource for residents, addressing concerns and providing relevant information
as needed through our social media outlets, website, news column and community awareness events,
we can do it. Our main intent is to empower individuals to stand up for the humane treatment of animals
and respect life.
No one person can do everything. A truly successful organization is the product of teamwork and
requires people with varied skills and talents who share a firm dedication to the group‘s ultimate
purpose. For everyone involved with PETS, each adoption into a loving home represents a victory. For
every spay and neuter done, another generation of unwanted animals is prevented. For every individual
reached with lessons of compassion and caring for the animals, another chance to end abuse and
cruelty occurs. PETS‘ efforts have not only helped many of the community‘s creatures, but have also
built strong alliances of people who care.
Remember that event I was telling you about? On Jan. 19, 2019, PETS is hosting the ―Not Every Hero
Wears a Cape‖ event, where we will be honoring many of those alliances and the people who do care.
Our organization has arranged for a one-time, exclusive showing of the acclaimed animated film ―Sgt.
Stubby: An American Hero‖ at the State Theatre for The Arts. We feel that that by providing an
enjoyable family event that highlights a homeless mutt who became a national hero during the First
World War, it is the perfect opportunity to meet and talk to the many veterans, military personnel,
firefighters and law enforcement personnel who are the real heroes of our community.
102 years ago, a stray dog went on to serve in the trenches during World War I, where he would earn
his way into history for his heroic deeds. Sgt. Stubby never asked to go to war. Not many do.
Nevertheless, when he found himself there, he served with distinction with no promise of anything but a
little companionship at the end of the day. Today, we live among many men and women who serve in
the trenches to protect us with no promise of anything. We would like you to join us in honoring them all.

PETS: Animals play a role in comic books
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Who doesn‘t love the comics? Newspaper comics, often called the funnies, for many of us, were a big
part of our life. In 1912, the New York Evening Journal became the first newspaper to dedicate a whole
page to comic strips and, by the 1930s, full-color standalone sections were common. I used to look
forward to Sunday mornings, just to be able to read those enjoyable colored comic inserts.
In 1933 ―Famous Funnies,‖ a reprinting of earlier newspaper comic strips, appeared and is believed to
be the first real comic book. Since that original reprinting, text, personalities and imagery formed
storylines that, over years, differentiated eras, ideas and subjects. Comic books helped many to learn to
love reading. In the study, ―The motivating power of comic books: Insights from Archie comic readers,‖ it
was concluded that: ―Comic books have had a motivating power in literacy development for children,
especially young boys, since their introduction in the 1930s. This nontraditional type of literature, often
dismissed by educators as superficial and shallow, is highly visual, contains complex literary elements
and lends itself to critical examination of moral, ethical and social issues.‖ So, whether you are a critic or
a fan, it is evident that there is far more to the comics than simply ―looking at the funny pictures.‖
What does all this have to do with animals? Well, canine sidekicks, just like in real life, add dimension to
our favorite characters and us. They take us on grand explorations. In discovering how they experience
the world we share, we not only gain insight into ourselves, but also into the ways we shape the world.
While many of us are familiar with Marmaduke, Odie, Snoopy, Earl, Satchel and Grimmy, how many of
you are familiar with some of the equally captivating canines in the world of comic books?
Created by DC Comics in 1955, Rex the Wonder Dog is a white German Shepherd who served in the K9 Corps of the Army and was injected with a serum that infused him with superior strength, intelligence,
speed and stamina, not unlike Steve Rogers of Captain America fame. Rex originally served in World
War II, earning a medal for saving his handler, Lieutenant Dennis. After the war, Rex was adopted by
Dennis and became a crime-fighting dog. Even though the K-9s of today‘s military may not have the
super-powers of Rex, they are equally heroic.
I freely admit that I adore Marvel comics and, based on the success of the ―Guardians of the Galaxy‖
movie, many others do, too. While Rocket Raccoon may have been a dominant lead in the movie, there
was a scene where one super-hero dog is briefly seen. That character is a Golden Retriever and
Labrador cross named Cosmo. He was launched into Earth‘s orbit by the Soviets during the 1960s as
part of an experiment, but drifted off into space and arrived at the space station, ―Knowhere,‖ after being
mutated by cosmic rays and gaining telekinetic and telepathic powers. Cosmo was created as a
reference to Laika, the Soviet dog who became not only one of the first animals in space, but the first
animal to orbit the Earth.
Not only am I fan of Marvel comics, but ask anyone and they will tell you my heart just melts with big,
squishy-faced canines. Therefore, how could I not fall in love with Lockjaw, the lovable, 1,240 pound,
bulldog with his tuning fork antenna who has the power of teleportation and is the pet of the Royal
Family of Inhumans. He is always ready to help others and his acts of heroism are all clearly driven by a
love for family. When we talk about our dogs, we use words like loyal and faithful. Lockjaw truly shows
us what it means to have deep devotion. It is a lesson we all could learn.
Going back to DC Comics, there is Krypto, the white canine who debuted in 1955 with Superboy. After
arriving on Earth from Krypton, Krypto stays with Clark Kent‘s family, posing as their pet dog, Skip.
When Superman moves to Metropolis Krypto, with powers that mirror the Man of Steel, eventually not
only becomes a proud member of the Legion of Super Pets , but also a member of the Space Canine

Patrol Agents — the SPCA. A dedicated team of canines that patrol the galaxy, saving lives and doing
whatever any true superhero would do. Sounds a lot like another SPCA we are familiar with.
Additional superhero canines include the following notables. Dogpool, the mutt who joins the
Deadpool Corps after being experimented on by a cosmetics company. Ace the Bat-Hound who, even
after changing over the years from a German Shepherd to beagle-pug cross to Great Dane, always
remained Batman‘s adoptive ally. Like his fellow soldiers, Junkyard, the faithful Rottweiler from the G.I.
Joe series, is determined to save all from evil forces. Bandit, one of the protagonists in the ―We3‖ series,
helps provide a haunting glimpse into animal abuse.
Comic books have multiple benefits. They are fun and can be enjoyed by young and old alike. They are
useful in stress reduction, social representation and intellectual stimulation. They can help those trying
to learn to read. Therefore, why not open yourself to a new experience and explore the world of comic
books? You just might find or learn something you didn‘t expect.
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In October of 2017, Gov. Jerry Brown signed a law preventing pet stores from selling animals from
commercial breeders. However, the work to affect facilities where animals are bred for profit is far
from over. Today is “National Puppy Mill Awareness Day.” The day was created to educate the
public about the abusive and horrendous conditions and practices inside of commercial dog
breeding facilities, better known as puppy mills. However, for the purpose of this article, I will take
the liberty of lumping puppy mills and backyard breeders together. Neither group has the animals’
best interests in mind and I, personally, find both reprehensible.
The legal definition for the term “puppy mill” was established in Avenson v. Zegart, 577 F. Supp.
958, 960 (United States District Court, D. Minnesota, Sixth Division January 17, 1984): “a dog
breeding operation in which the health of the dogs is disregarded in order to maintain a low
overhead and maximize profits.”
Unlike a puppy mill, the term backyard breeder describes smaller scale, or non-commercial,
amateurs whose practices are considered substandard. They typically keep a number of dogs and
either breed them deliberately, or just let them breed, usually at home (hence the “backyard”
description), with little effort towards ethical and selective breeding. They usually have little or no
understanding of, or concern about, a breed’s standards and, more importantly, its genetics.
These breeders might be your nice neighbor next door. They may even treat their breeding pairs as
family pets. However, continuously breeding animals for years to produce litters still jeopardizes
the animals’ welfare. While some may only breed their family dog occasionally, they are often not

knowledgeable on how to breed responsibly, such as screening for hereditary defects. They really
do not care if they are producing a health-compromised animal. Being responsible entails a great
deal more than simply having two “nice looking” dogs with “great temperaments” mate.
The National Mill Dog Rescue (http://milldogrescue.org/) was established in February 2007, in
honor of a little Italian Greyhound named Lily who Theresa Strader, NMDR’s Founder and Executive
Director, rescued. During her years as a breeding dog, Lily spent all of her days confined to a small
cage, never having exercise or socialization, and was forced to produce one litter after another
without respite. By seven years of age, due to little veterinary or dental care, and poor quality food,
the roof of Lily’s mouth and lower jaw had rotted away, she had mammary tumors and was
terrified of people. When asked why I believe puppy mills and backyard breeders are in the same
group, the answer is quite simple. The end-result for the animals from both groups often resembles
Lily.
How are the animals treated? They are usually confined to areas with minimal shelter from
extreme weather and have no ability to eat and sleep in areas other than where they defecate. The
sick or dying ones receive little or no veterinary care. They often suffer from malnutrition or
disease because of inadequate or unsanitary food and water. They are continuously bred until they
can no longer produce offspring, then they are either killed or discarded. Finally, the puppies that
are taken from their mothers before they are ready end up having serious emotional or physical
problems.
Because both groups choose profit over the animal’s well-being, their charges typically do not
receive proper veterinary care. In addition, they really do not care if the resulting “products”
produced are health-compromised. Of the animals born, many will eventually suffer from
congenital defects, some will have parasites and others will have Parvo. If you doubt the validity of
the statement, take the time to talk to Animal Control officers, your local shelter, veterinarians and
rescue organizations. The stories they tell should make your blood boil.
Neither group takes lifetime responsibility for what they have created. Also, another point to
consider, responsible breeders typically will create a waiting list of people who are interested in
their pups and will only breed when they have enough people to adopt the majority of the litter.
Puppy mills and backyard breeders have the litters and then look for someone to take the pups.
‘Responsible’ is definitely not a word in their vocabulary.
What can you do to help? You can help by being pro-active. Educate friends, family, co-workers or
anyone who wishes to obtain a pet. Encourage them to adopt from a shelter or rescue
organization. If you or they wish to purchase from a breeder, then be sure to do your homework
and research the breeder thoroughly. Go visit their site, evaluate conditions, read the veterinarian

reports, ask about genetic tests and inquire about practices and policies. Support laws that protect
animals. Report to the appropriate authorities any incidents of cruelty or neglect. Assist shelters
and rescues by volunteering, fostering or donating needed supplies to help the animals that end up
in their care.
If our goal is to put an end to stories like Lily’s, and provide loving homes for animals who truly
need them, there is no valid excuse or rationale for the perpetuation of indiscriminate dog
breeding.
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We had a deaf dog. Even though we did not have her tested, it was quite apparent, since she never
reacted to anything quieter than an explosion. However, she barked, played and, from all outward
appearances, accepted her condition and got on with her life. I tell you this for two reasons. The
first is to let you know that deaf dogs are just as loving and devoted as any other dog. The second
reason is perhaps the most important.
Presently, at the Tehama County Animal Care Center, located at 1830 Walnut Street, Red Bluff,
527-3439, there is a very sweet dog who could use a break in her, up to now, previously miserable
life. Athena (08-02-18-05) came into the shelter with her buddy Bandit, who has since been
rescued. Both dogs were found chained and without water available. I will not discuss the condition
she was in when she arrived, however it is apparent that she lived chained outside without the love
and care a companion pet not only needs, but also deserves. Athena is, by all indications, deaf.
However, after spending some time with this exceedingly gentle and curious girl, I can say that, in a
home that will love and nurture her, she will blossom.
Deaf dogs really do make amazing pets. Take it from one who knows. Anything you may have heard
to the contrary is cloaked with misunderstanding. The only genuine limitation is that a deaf dog
should not roam freely unless there is an enclosed, secured, safe area available for them to do so. A
deaf dog cannot hear a danger approaching, like a car. Otherwise, a deaf dog trains as easily as a
dog that hears. The only difference is that one must use non-verbal signals, rather than verbal
commands.
Like any training, you must first get the attention of whom you are trying to teach. Deaf dogs will
not respond to you calling their name. They simply cannot hear you calling. However, they will
react with other types of stimuli. Stomping your foot on the ground causes vibration that they can
feel. Waving a flashlight, or clicking it on and off, will usually garner attention, especially when the
dog responds and the reward is a tasty treat. In addition, you can use a vibrating collar, which

differs substantially from “shock” collars. These collars only vibrate and are not distressful to the
animal.
When teaching basic commands to any dog, the use of hand signals is common practice. Therefore,
training a deaf dog with the use of them is perfectly natural. As always when training, after getting
the animal’s attention, a command (signal) is given to the animal to accomplish a specific act, after
which a reward is provided. Some people create their own set of hand signs for particular words
like sit, stay, down, walk etc., while others learn a few basic words in American Sign Language.
Whatever you choose to do, remember that the signal must remain consistent so the animal
associates the “word” and the action. Lastly, never strike a deaf dog with your hands! Your hands
are the way you communicate with the animal and should always be positive, reassuring tools.
A common myth is that deaf dogs are more aggressive. The reason behind the myth is that if you
startle a deaf dog, they will bite. Any dog, whether deaf or not, when startled may snap or snarl out
of fear. Therefore, it is important to work with the dog so the animal is comfortable having
someone come from behind and touch him or her. A few times a day, wake your dog by very gently
touching its shoulder or back, then reward immediately with a treat. Soon the dog will associate
waking with something good. If you do not want to startle the dog, stomp your foot or bump the
bed they are sleeping on. Chances are the vibration will awaken them. Again, always provide a
reward.
Deaf dogs have a tendency to bond strongly with their guardians. In the community of those who
have deaf dogs, these animals are affectionately known as “Velcro” dogs, since they are most
comfortable when they are near their person. Like hearing dogs, some may develop separation
anxiety. However, the training methods to condition them to be unafraid of being alone is the same
as it is for any other dog. Always remember, deaf dogs can do agility, therapy, etc., almost anything
a hearing dog can do. There is nothing wrong with them. They are simply dogs that cannot hear.
If you are thinking of adding a deaf canine companion to your life, the Deaf Dog Education Action
Fund’ s website, http://www.deafdogs.org/training/, is a good location to find additional helpful
information and resources. In addition, the book, “A Deaf Dog Joins the Family: Training, Education,
and Communication for a Smooth Transition” by Terrie Hayward, may also prove helpful.
Deaf dogs may not be able to hear, but they can be as wonderful and as affectionate as any hearing
canine. Athena is a perfect example. For her, “love really is blind”.PETS:
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Most of us enjoy taking our dogs out in public, whether going for a walk in the park, or to an
outdoor event. While we might want to bring them, they may not be as enthusiastic as we are. Not

only do we need to consider how our dogs might feel, we also need to consider how others might
feel about their presence. First rule of etiquette is too be sure that the dog is welcome. Many
stores, restaurants and other public sites only allow service dogs, as set forth under Titles II and III
of the 1990 Code of Federal Regulations for the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA). Therefore,
just because your pet brings you immeasurable joy, it does not mean they are a “service” animal.
Loud or crowded events, such as concerts and fairs, may be stressful for some dogs. The best way
to determine how the animal is feeling is to pay attention to what he is telling you through his body
language. If his body stiffens or he attempts to get away, he is telling you he is uncomfortable and
afraid. Fear is the underlying cause of most forms of aggression and is a defensive reaction,
occurring when the animal believes he is in danger. It is exceedingly important to remember that
the threat is from the dog’s perspective and it can be real or imagined. Fearful dogs will try to
avoid what is causing the fear, but can become aggressive if they feel trapped. If you have a pet
who becomes fearful around other animals and people, do not put him in situations that could
potentially be disastrous for everyone.
The waiting room of a veterinarian’s office is a stressful place for both pets and their guardians. It
can be tempting to carry a sick kitty in your arms, or let your dog off leash to “make new friends”.
However, both of these behaviors are unsafe for pets and people. A carrier or leash ensures that
your pet is kept safe and under your control and can be kept away from other pets that may be
may be seriously ill, have painful injuries or contagious conditions. Keep retractable leashes at
home and use a leash that will allow you to keep your dog close and under your immediate control.
Also, respect the personal space of the pets and people around you. The locale is not a playground.
Speaking of leashes, always leash your dog when both of you are in public. In Tehama County, dogs
must be restrained by a substantial leash and under the physical control of its owner, anytime the
animal leaves the owners property. Be sure to respect the law and only let your dog off-leash in
places where allowed. Keep your dog close to you and have the leash short enough to prevent your
dog from contacting or jumping on others. There are those, people and other dogs, who may not
be comfortable with your dog approaching them, no matter how friendly your pooch is. Also keep
in mind that if the animal is loose and does any damage, the owner could be held liable to any costs
incurred.
I bet there isn’t one of us who hasn’t stepped in dog poop and, if we haven’t, there have probably
been times you have had to clean up after another person’s pet. There is no excuse to leave
droppings where they do not belong. The health risks to people and other animals greatly
decreases when feces are promptly removed and disposed of properly. The concept is quite simple.
If your pet poops, pick it up, bag it, seal it and dispose of it in the garbage. Be sure to bring enough

bags on every outdoor walk or venture. If you run out of them, come back and pick up the mess
later.
Here is an all too common scenario. You are with your dog. Another person is with their dog. One
of you says the following, “Oh, he’s friendly”. As a personal example, my dog is friendly to those he
knows, but his fondness ends with strangers. With regard to them, he has only growled and has
never bitten anyone. Encounters with strange dogs might not be as fortunate. I cannot emphasize
this enough, “be considerate by not running up to greet every animal seen”. Always ask permission
before approaching any animal. If the owner prefers that you or your dog do not make contact,
please respect their stance without a lecture on what they should be doing. If both sides agree, let
the dogs approach each other calmly and keep a watchful eye out for any aggressive behaviors. If
you encounter a person without pets, only let your dog approach if they ask him to.
Even if your dog is friendly, do not allow your canine to jump on people. Not only is not polite, a
dog jumping can be intimidating, especially if he outweighs you or is face-to-face with you, as in the
case of a child. In addition, the elderly or immunosuppressed individuals may have skin or bones
susceptible to injury from an excited pooch.
Following a few simple guidelines will ensure that everyone, even those who may not be a fan of
animals, will be more comfortable and safe around your pets.
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Every day animals enter our nation‘s shelters. Many of the organizations geared to helping them are
strained beyond belief and are desperate to raise awareness about the plight of these homeless
animals. Since 1992, on the third Saturday in August, International Homeless Animals‘ Day is observed
to raise that awareness and give a voice to these often forgotten and ignored abandoned creatures.
The Merriam-Webster Dictionary defines homeless as ‗having no home or permanent place of
residence.‘ When we talk about a homeless problem, immediately we think about adult humans. In his
book, ‗No One Sees Me.‘ David Sleppy asked a homeless man, ―What‘s the worst part about being
homeless?‖ The reply was, ―No one sees me.‖ A harsh statement, but one we know is true. Seeing, but
not actually seeing. However, the other ―not-seen‖ victims of homelessness are those companion pets
we profess we love. They are everywhere, whether cowering under parked vehicles, slinking on the
sides of roads or staring out of the kennels of our own county‘s animal shelter, and they continue to
remain invisible.
No matter what you may believe, the hard truth is that homelessness is perhaps the biggest issue in the
companion animal world. If you do not think so, then think again. The statistics are both frightening and
exceedingly sad. According to the National Council on Pet Population Study and Policy (NCPPSP),
homeless animals outnumber homeless people 5 to 1. In 2016, it was estimated that 564,708 people in

the U.S. were homeless. Now, I want you to think about five times that number in homeless animals. Still
not appalled? How about 2,823,540?
Pet industry expenditures in 2017 exceeded $69 billion . I question that how is it in our society, where
this amount of money is spent on such things as fancy grooming products, gourmet pet food, and
designer collars, leashes and clothes, that there continues to remain such atrocious statistics about
homeless animals.
According to the NCPPSP, less than 2% of cats and only 15 to 20% of dogs are returned to their owners
in the United States. While I am happy to report the Tehama County Animal Care Center (TCACC) in
2017 defied the national average by reuniting 477 (28.1%) out of the 1,678 dogs admitted with their
owners, the news was not as uplifting with cats. Out of the 649 felines who entered the shelter in 2017,
only 6 (0.9%) were reunited. If you want to curtail homelessness, then do something as simple and
inexpensive as microchipping your pet, so if it does become lost, it can be returned quickly and easily. In
addition, safely confine your companion pets, do not allow them to roam, and look for them the minute
you realize they are missing. These are crucial habits that would dramatically reduce the number of lost
and stray animals entering our animal shelter each year.
One of the main contributors to animal homelessness is pet over-population. Whether it is because of
lack of knowledge, or funds to afford the surgery, we do know that there are many owners who
contribute to unintentional breeding. The bigger culprits are those who intentionally contribute to this
overwhelming problem. They are the ones who, after offers of discounted, or even free, spays and
neuters, refuse to ―fix‖ their pets. They give reasons why they will not get their pet altered, such as ―It‘s
better to have one litter before spaying,‖ ―I want my children to experience the miracle of birth‖ or my
personal favorite, ―I don‘t want him to lose his manhood‖ or other variations of that thought. The largest
offender of all, however, is the ―backyard‖ breeder. In addition, it is estimated that only 2% of community
cats (feral, abandoned, stray) are spayed/neutered and 80% of the new kittens born each year are from
community cats. As long as there are not enough homes for them, any animal added to the overall
population, no matter the reason, contributes to the massive numbers of homeless pets in shelters.
Clearly, a realignment of priorities is required. Spaying and neutering can be a large answer to this
homeless animal problem. Think about this: each day some 10,000 humans are born in the U.S. and
each day it is estimated that 70,000 puppies and kittens are born. Based on those figures, it equates to
one human available for every 15 dogs or 45 cats. As long as these rates of procreation continue, there
will never be enough homes available for the animals.
Spaying and neutering is the only viable alternative.
Our shelter cannot solve homelessness for us. They rely on the community for funding, homes,
volunteer help, and most importantly, for people to care for their animals properly and not contribute to
this overwhelming problem. We are the ones who must make the commitment, and take the actions, to
ensure that we never cause an animal to be in an animal shelter, or worse. By all of us spaying and
neutering, giving proper care and showing compassion, perhaps one day, no animal will be homeless.
For the most up-to-date numbers on pet ownership and acquisition, please visit
AnimalSheltering.org (https://www.animalsheltering.org/page/pets-by-the-numbers).
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Fleas are wingless parasitic insects that live exclusively by consuming blood from a host organism.
Since these pesky devils can consume 15 times their own body weight in blood, for puppies and kittens
being infested with fleas can become a life-threatening occurrence.
When young animals have a severe infestation, the fleas will feed so much that their red blood cell count
decreases causing them to become anemic. If this flea-bite anemia is left untreated it can be fatal. While
it does take numerous fleas to cause enough blood loss to create a life-threatening situation for the pet,
the incidence is more common than you realize. Just ask any veterinarian, shelter or rescue
organization.
In addition, fleas can cause other issues for pets. The most common is flea-bite dermatitis, which is an
allergy to the flea‘s saliva. Fleas can also mean tapeworms. If you see rice-like worm bits when your pet
goes to the bathroom, or see them stuck to its fur or in its bedding, go to the veterinarian to get the pet
tested and de-wormed.
Do not rely on your own ability to determine if fleas are present. Only animals allergic to flea bites will
itch from their fleas. Therefore, if he is not allergic, the animal will not scratch. If the pet is very effective
at self-grooming, it may be hard to see any fleas. Use reliable flea control methods regardless of what
you see or do not see.
Your pet is depending on you. While you may believe that fleas are simply part of pet ownership, and
there is no way to avoid them, with the various flea control methods readily available no pet should have
to suffer because of them.
If you notice your dog or cat scratching more than usual, look for ―flea dirt.‖ Flea dirt resembles little
black pepper-like specks that are typically roundish in shape. The best way to check is to run a flea
comb, or your fingers, against the direction of the pet‘s hair growth, parting the hair to get better
visualization. Typically, fleas prefer the back portion of the pet, especially around the tail, as well as
around the groin area.
If you find flea dirt or fleas in your pet‘s fur, you will want to kill them quickly and thoroughly. Dawn
original dishwashing liquid is a great weapon. All you have to do is prepare a regular bath, using the dish
soap instead of shampoo for the lather. The soap destroys the fleas‘ exoskeletons, killing them within
minutes. Dawn is safe and non-toxic for dogs, cats, and most furry pets, but it does have the potential to
dry out the pets‘ skin so it is best not to overuse it.
After towel-drying the animal well, combing out your pet with a flea comb should help you find and
dispose of any remaining bodies. Start at the head and work your way to the tail. Have a dish of soapy
water sitting on the side to quickly dunk and kill the fleas that you get. However, if your pet‘s flea
problem is overwhelming, call your veterinarian. Bathing and flea combing does not provide long-term
protection from fleas, but it is a good option for young or elderly debilitated pets.
Always consult your veterinarian to determine what flea preventative product is best to use. Certain
factors such as age, breed, and pet health will affect the type and dosage of the product used. Some
products require you wait 24 hours or more after a bath before application. There are several effective
ones available such as Frontline, Revolution, Vectra 3D, Vectra for Cats, and Advantage II.
Unfortunately, some cheaper-priced, ―naturally‖ labeled, over-the-counter products can be toxic to cats,
or are ineffective. Be aware that when flea products designed for use on dogs are applied to cats, the
result can be disastrous. Whatever product you use, watch for any signs of possible adverse reaction,
such as anxiousness, excessive scratching, skin irritation, vomiting, or any other abnormal behavior. If
you see any of these signs, contact your veterinarian immediately.

Adult fleas will lay eggs in bedding, in carpet and anywhere your pet goes, so simply combing and
washing your pet will not eliminate them. You also need to clean and treat the environment. The regular
vacuuming of floors and furniture is very effective for dealing with fleas inside. When you vacuum, don‘t
just cover the center of the room. Fleas avoid high-traffic areas, so be sure to hit baseboards, under
furniture, under cushions and anywhere your pets sleep or spend time.
Launder your pet‘s bedding in hot, soapy water at least once a week. Food grade diatomaceous earth
for use around humans and pets can be used outside to treat the yard without chemicals. In addition, do
not invite infested feral cats and wildlife, such as raccoons, into your yard by leaving food outside.
One final note to remember is that if your dogs or cats are allowed to roam other areas such as parks,
the neighbor‘s yard, etc., they will encounter fleas. Therefore, even if you are treating your pet, the areas
of your home and yard will continue to need regular attention.
Additional information can be found at the University of California Integrated Pest Management Program
page at http://ipm.ucanr.edu/PMG/PESTNOTES/pn7419.html.

Ronnie Casey: How to find your lost pets
By RONNIE CASEY |
PUBLISHED: August 3, 2018 at 2:34 pm | UPDATED: August 3, 2018 at 2:35 pm

I apologize, in advance, about the repetition of this article. However, due to the devastating effects of the
Carr fire and the havoc it has spread, as of today, July 29, I felt it was necessary to reiterate the
information about lost and found pets. However, I have added information specific to Shasta County,
since many of its residents were evacuated and may be looking for information.
If you find a stray dog in Shasta County, notify Shasta County Animal Regulations for the unincorporated
areas of Shasta County. To contact an animal control officer call 245-6065. To reach a non-emergency
dispatcher call 245-6540. For other animal control agencies, the numbers are as follows: Redding 2412550, Anderson 241-2550, Shasta Lake 275-7480, Lassen County 257-9200, Siskiyou County 8414028, and Trinity County 623-1370.
If you find a stray dog in Tehama County, County Code says you must, within 24 hours (8 hours in City
of Red Bluff), notify the authorities. In the city limits of Red Bluff, call the Red Bluff Police Department
(527-3131). In the city limits of Corning, call the Corning Police Department (824-7000). Anywhere in
Tehama County, other than the above two cities, call the Tehama County Sheriff‘s Office (529-7900 ext.
1).
If you are looking for a missing pet, create a lost pet flyer. Include a clear pet photo, the pet‘s name,
breed, sex, color, age, weight, any distinguishing features, and at what location and town when he was
last seen. Be sure to include a contact phone number with area code and an email address. Create
enough copies of the flyer to post in parks, pet stores, convenience stores, gas stations, restaurants and
around schools, anywhere large groups of people frequent. If you have online access, send emails to
friends, colleagues and family members, and ask them to pass on all the documented information.
For found animals, it is also wise to create a flyer. Be sure to include a description of the animal such as
size, sex, color, any distinguishing features and a picture if possible. In addition, include the location
and town where the pet was located. Any information provided will be extremely helpful to those
searching for their beloved companions. Also, include a contact phone number with area code and/or
email address.

Animals can wander farther away than you would believe. It is also not unusual for people who pick up a
stray to drive it to a shelter closer to where they live, rather than one closer to you. So be sure to contact
the shelters in all surrounding areas. Bring flyers to post, and it is advisable to go to each shelter often to
check their most recent intakes. The following shelters in and around Tehama County are: Haven
Humane Society (241-1653) 7449 Eastside Road, Anderson; The Tehama County Animal Care
Center (527-3439) 1830 Walnut St., Red Bluff; the Corning Animal Shelter Second Chance Pet Rescue
(824-7054) 4312 Rawson Road, Corning; Anderson Police Department Animal Services (378-6624)
2951 McMurry Drive, Anderson; and the Orland Town & Country Humane Society (517-7154) 4111 Old
Highway 99W, Orland.
In addition, contact all local veterinary offices and hospitals, in and outside your immediate area, and
inquire whether an injured animal matching the pet‘s description came in.
Use the internet. It is a powerful tool. The more people who know you have lost a pet, the more likely it
is that someone will contact you if they locate an animal matching its description. The PETS
organization tries to help reunite lost /found animals with their owners through our own Facebook page.
We post pictures of the strays that have come into the Tehama County Animal Care Center. In addition,
we encourage you to email us at petstehama@gmail.com. We will gladly post the information provided
to assist in either reuniting you with your furry family member or locating a found animal‘s owner.
Another means to find the owner is to contact ―Lost and Found‖ websites such as ―Lost and Found
Craigslist.‖ Facebook pages to utilize are: Carr Fire Lost Found Pets & Foster Info, Lost & Found
Pets…Northern California, 530 Lost & Found Pets, and Lost & Found Pets – 530 Cody Alert.
As a final statement to those who do find a companion pet and bring it home, please be aware that
bringing the animal home does not mean it is automatically yours. The case of ―finders‘ keepers‖ does
not apply. You cannot, and should not, immediately try to rehome it. It is important to remember that
someone who has lost everything due to this recent disaster could be desperately looking for their
treasured pet. That animal may be all they have left.

PETS: The rewards of volunteering time and talent
By RONNIE CASEY |
PUBLISHED: July 20, 2018 at 2:51 pm | UPDATED: July 20, 2018 at 2:52 pm

On July 13, during an adoption event at the Tehama County Animal Care Center, 38 cats and 2 dogs
were adopted and 1 dog was rescued. An outstanding accomplishment that would not have occurred
without the teamwork of those involved. Forty-one lives were saved because staff, animal control
officers, veterinarians and volunteers worked diligently to improve the fate of those unfortunate animals.
An amazing team of people, who I would like to urge you to seriously consider joining.
Close to eight years ago I began volunteering at the center, and with the non-profit organization PETS
(www.petstehama.org) during a dark period in my life. When I became part of their respective teams and
assisted them in their mission of improving the welfare of homeless animals in Tehama County, it was a
profound experience for me. Volunteering with both has opened my eyes, educated me, pulled on my
emotions and introduced me to a wide variety of people and views. It was, and continues to be, in many
ways cathartic. It not only assists in fulfilling my passion to help those in need, but also gives me a
greater sense of purpose with my life.
I agree it can be difficult to find the time to volunteer, however the benefits reaped can be staggering.
Ralph Waldo Emerson said, ―It is one of the most beautiful compensations of this life that no man can
sincerely try to help another without helping himself‖. Many great leaders and major public figures

understand this and volunteer, not only to aid an organization, cause, or community, but also to help
themselves. While volunteering they have learned other skills and built experience, made new friends
and contacts, and through the course have often advanced their careers.
If you want to stay healthy, then add volunteering to eating well, having regular check-ups and
exercising. The Federal Corporation for National & Community Service, in their 2007 report ―The Health
Benefits of Volunteering‖, summarized their findings from a number of research studies conducted over
the past twenty years. They noted, ―When individuals volunteer, they not only help their community but
also experience better health in later years, whether in terms of greater longevity, higher functional
ability, or lower rates of depression. In addition when a state has high volunteer rates, they are more
likely to have less incidence of heart disease.‖
Helping others encourages happiness. Researchers at the London School of Economics examined the
relationship between volunteering and measures of happiness in a large group of American adults. The
result was that they found that the more people volunteered, the happier they were. I don‘t know about
you, but I can always use an extra dose of happy.
Children are sponges and tend to mimic what they see. Even though it can be challenging, volunteering
with your child imparts valuable life lessons and skills. They learn firsthand how one person can make a
difference, thus enhancing self-esteem and creating a sense of empowerment. They acquire a sense of
responsibility in doing a job well. They practice kindness, learn to respect others, and gain an increased
awareness of good citizenship. It is also well documented that children who volunteer are less likely to
become involved in at-risk behaviors.
If you want to find a job or change a career, volunteering can be an excellent way to help you do it. You
have an opportunity to meet people that you might never have had the possibility to encounter. These
new contacts may have, or know someone who has, a job opening. In addition, volunteering is a golden
chance to gain experience in a desired field of interest. For example, if you are looking into the
veterinary profession, volunteer at the shelter. When applying for a job, volunteer work makes applicants
look more appealing to employers as demonstrated by the Deloitte survey.
If you are new to the area, volunteer. It is a wonderful way to meet new people and learn more about the
community. It assists in creating a support network that you may not have as a new arrival. In addition,
you get to share common interests with like-minded individuals, and participate in many fun and fulfilling
activities.
By volunteering with either or both, the center or PETS, know you will be saving lives. No one individual
can do everything. The success of these organizations and events like above, requires people like you,
with varied skills and talents, who can and wish to make life better for animals in need. But, whatever
volunteer venue you choose, know that you become a shining light to those helped, and you help
strengthen the community in which you live. Both are wonderful rewards to reap. It really is a win-win for
all involved.

PETS: Feline panleukopenia still taking lives
By RONNIE CASEY |
PUBLISHED: July 13, 2018 at 3:26 pm | UPDATED: July 13, 2018 at 3:27 pm

Many pet owners are increasingly concerned about the risk of over-vaccination, and are choosing to
vaccinate animals less frequently, if they vaccinate at all.

The American Veterinary Medical Association‘s feline panleukopenia page
(https://www.avma.org/public/PetCare/Pages/feline-panleukopenia.aspx) states, ―In the past, feline
panleukopenia was a leading cause of death in cats. Today, it is an uncommon disease, due in large
part to the availability and use of very effective vaccines.‖ However, animals are still losing their lives
daily to this disease. In fact, the disease has appeared in all parts of the United States and most
countries of the world, its prevalence being anywhere groups of cats congregate, such as kennels, pet
shops, feral cat colonies, etc. Outbreaks often occur when cats are more likely to come in contact with
unvaccinated cats, especially during the warm months of ―kitten season‖. In Tehama County there have
already been instances of feline panleukopenia virus (FPV) noted.
FPV infects small and large cats, as well as raccoons, mink, and possibly foxes and, while cats of any
age may be infected, young kittens, sick cats, unvaccinated cats, and previously unexposed cats are the
most susceptible. Although there are no breed or gender tendencies, the severity of disease varies with
age. Severe infection with death ensuing is most likely to occur in kittens between 2-6 months of age.
Generally, adult felines are more resistant, having either received vaccinations or developed their own
immunity through exposure to the virus in the environment.
The incubation period (the time from exposure to onset of clinical symptoms) of FPV is generally less
than 14 days. The ―shedding period‖, that period of time when a virus is being excreted and is
transmissible, often begins before clinical signs are observed. Therefore, it can be very hard to
determine, just by looking, which animals are healthy and which are infectious. An infected cat will
typically shed the virus for a relatively short period of time (1-2 days), but be aware that the virus can
survive for up to a year in the environment, so cats may become infected without ever having direct
contact with a diseased cat. In addition, while the FPV is not transmissible to humans, it can be spread if
a person has it on their hands or clothing, and then has contact with an at-risk cat. Also, any shared food
and water bowls, litter boxes, and equipment such as grooming tools, can transmit FPV.
The panleukopenia virus attacks and destroys white blood cells, weakening the immune system and
putting the animal at a greater risk of contracting other infections. The first visible signs one might notice
include depression, lack of appetite, high fever, lethargy, vomiting, severe diarrhea, nasal discharge and
dehydration. Affected cats may sit by their water bowls for lengthy periods but not drink. In some felines
the fever may come and go, with body temperature abruptly falling to lower-than-normal levels shortly
before death. In kittens, infected in utero or up to two weeks after birth, FPV can permanently damage
their cerebellum, a part of the brain that coordinates nerves, muscles and bones to produce body
movements. Should they survive, they may have uncoordinated movement of the limbs, head and neck,
head tremors, body tremors and swaying of the torso. Pregnant cats are at a high risk for fatal
complications, since their immune systems are compromised by the pregnancy. In addition, the virus
may cross the placenta to cause abortion or stillbirth.
In order to diagnose the disease, your veterinarian will perform a physical exam and take the cat‘s
history, including vaccination status. Panlukopenia might be suspected based on a history of possible
exposure to any infected cats, the feline‘s lack of vaccination and any overt signs of illness. A blood
sample will be drawn for a CBC (complete blood cell count) in addition to obtaining a fecal sample, if
possible. Severely reduced levels of all white blood cell types would indicate that FPV is the cause of
illness. Diagnosis is confirmed when the FVP is found in the cat‘s stool. However, the results might be
falsely positive if the feline was vaccinated 5-12 days prior to the test.
Because there is not a cure for panleukopenia, the resultant treatment will consist of supportive care: to
prevent secondary infections with the administration of antibiotics, to combat dehydration with fluid
administration, and to control vomiting, diarrhea and other symptoms with the administration of varied,

multiple medications and vital nutrition. Recovery from the FPV for kittens less than eight weeks old is
poor. Adult cats have a greater chance of survival if adequate treatment is provided early.
Prevention is key to your cat‘s health, and the best way to protect him and others is to adhere to a
schedule of vaccinations determined by your veterinarian. For something so effective and relatively
inexpensive, it would be fool-hardy to elect not to vaccinate. There are very few vaccine reactions. If
your pet is not vaccinated and comes in contact with any number of devastating diseases shed by
unvaccinated animals, your pet‘s risk of a severe illness or death increases ten-fold. I urge you to
seriously consider the risk of not vaccinating your pet.

PETS: Protecting your animals in the event of a fire, Part 3
By RONNIE CASEY |
PUBLISHED: July 6, 2018 at 12:56 pm | UPDATED: July 6, 2018 at 12:57 pm

Most of the articles I write relate to domestic pets. Large animals such as horses, cattle, sheep, goats
and pigs are such an integral part of this county that they must be included in any advance planning for
disaster. The following information primarily addresses horses. However, many of the basic principles
can be applied to many of the other animals.
All the animals should have some form of identification. Tattoos, brands, and microchips cannot be lost
and can help you prove ownership if you are separated from your livestock. Keep photos that highlight
identifying marks and copies of registration papers and ownership records with you at all times in a
waterproof bag. List each one of your animals and their species, breed, age, sex, color, and
distinguishing characteristics.
In addition, provide a temporary ID on the animal that is easy to spot and includes your name and a
contact phone number with area code that will allow anyone to reach you. Some options for temporary
identification are: use an animal livestock marking crayon, non-toxic non-water-soluble spray paint, or
non-water-soluble markers to write on the animal‘s side. Use permanent marker to mark hooves to write
your name, and phone number; use clippers to shave the same information in its coat, or attach a band
or tag with the necessary information written in waterproof ink to either its halter or by braiding it into tail
or mane. Be sure to post emergency contact numbers at your barn and on your pasture gate.
Ensure that, whether you stay or evacuate, there is adequate food and water available. Have enough
feed and hay to last a minimum of three days, though 7 to 10 days is best. Dehydration is a major cause
of death for animals in any disaster. For horses, calculate a minimum of 12 gallons per horse per day
and, again, store enough for a minimum of three days. If necessary, add chlorine bleach at two drops
per quart of water to purify.
Prepare an emergency kit. Include non-nylon halters and leads, bandannas to use as blindfolds,
flashlights with extra batteries, duct tape, a sharp all-purpose knife, heavy gloves, rope, shovel, wire
cutters, extra buckets, extra blankets, and cloth and paper towels. Also, include first-aid supplies. Check
with your veterinarian to find out what items are suggested for inclusion. If any animal is on long-term
medication, keep at least a two-week supply available. Keep copies of medical records, including a
history of vaccinations, with the kit.
Evacuate your animals whenever possible. Do not wait until the last minute to start evacuating! Create a
list of friends, relatives, etc. who would be willing to board them. Familiarize yourself with organizations
in the area that are prepared to rescue and shelter them. Temporary housing might include boarding

stables, veterinarians and fairgrounds. Map out alternate evacuation routes in advance. In addition,
access roads may be blocked and you might have to meet at a central collection point that trailers can
reach. Therefore, plan alternative ways to get the animals off the property.
Have sufficient vehicles and trailers available for transporting your animals, or know where to obtain
them quickly. If you do not have your own truck and trailer, make a prior arrangement with a local
company or neighbor before disaster strikes. In addition, train to load. A panic situation is not the time to
teach or learn this skill. In emergencies, those animals that do not load easily are often left behind.
If evacuation is not possible, livestock will be safer in a pasture than in a barn that could collapse or
burn. Make sure that there is easy access to clean water and forage. Do not rely on automatic watering
systems. Power may be lost. In the case of horses, if you leave the halter on to facilitate catching them
later, be sure to use a breakaway style. Other types can snag on branches, etc. and trap the horse. If
time permits, secure or remove all outdoor objects that could turn into dangerous flying debris.
Remember, in battling a wildfire, firefighters will do what they can but they are not responsible for
evacuating your livestock.
The VIP Program (Volunteers in Prevention) of the Cal Fire Tehama Glenn Unit provides a ―SelfEvacuation Information & Form Kit for Tehama County Horse Owners‖ which can be downloaded at
http://www.bayequest.com/pdf/EvacManTehama.pdf
As a final note, animals can become fearful and, as a result, difficult to control during a disaster.
Therefore, whether you own one small animal or a large herd of horses, your safety is paramount. You
cannot help them survive if you are injured. The best thing you can do for yourself and all your animals
in the event of any emergency is to plan before disaster strikes.

PETS: Keeping your pets safe during fire season, Part 2
By RONNIE CASEY |
PUBLISHED: June 29, 2018 at 3:17 pm | UPDATED: June 29, 2018 at 3:17 pm

Many of us are unprepared to evacuate quickly with not only our family, but also our pets. As harsh as
the reality is, animals left behind during emergencies may not survive. Advance planning helps to insure
that your animals will survive and, if separated, will be reunited.
If you must evacuate, please try not to leave your pets behind. Unfortunately, emergency public shelters
will only permit service animals and will not accept family pets inside their facilities for health and safety
reasons. It is important that you make other prior arrangements for your pets‘ protection and safety. Call
motels away from known hazard areas. Make sure they allow pets, and ask if there are any restrictions
on size and number allowed.
Many will waive, in cases of severe emergencies, ―no pet‖ policies. Ask dependable friends or relatives,
who live away from the area, if your pets could stay with them during an emergency. Also, ask if they
would possibly care for them for an extended period if you should lose your residence.
Contact veterinary clinics, local animal shelters and rescues and ask, if in the event of disaster, they
provide any emergency shelter and if they would be able to house your pet. Locate boarding kennels,
again preferably away from hazard areas, to determine what is available. Inquire as to who stays on the
premises with the animals and what provisions are made if they need to evacuate.
Be sure your pets‘ vaccinations are up-to-date. If you plan to board your pet, most facilities will require
proof of current rabies, distemper, parvo, and bordetella vaccinations.

If you must leave your pets behind when evacuating, leave them loose inside your home with dry food
and plenty of water. To provide extra water, open a faucet and let it drip into a container or fill a bathtub
or open the toilet. Never leave your pet chained or tied up. Place a notice outside, stating what pets are
home. Provide a contact phone number, and the name and number of your veterinarian.
Put together a pet emergency supply box. It should include a minimum of three (3) days food and water
for all pets. Do not forget to add feeding dishes, can opener and a spoon. Include these other items: A
first aid kit that includes a two-week supply of any medications the pet requires; a sheet that lists dietary
restrictions, feeding schedules, etc. and photocopies of medical records with proof of all vaccinations.
Have separate pet records, which include: name, age, type, sex, and breed of pet; a contact name with
address, phone number and area code; distinguishing characteristics; whether the pet is
spayed/neutered. Be sure to microchip your pet before disaster strikes, as it will increase your chances
of reuniting if separated. In case you need to create ―Lost‖ notices, have a current photo of each pet.
It is important that you have dogs securely leashed or crated and cats placed in transport carriers. Cat
carriers should be large enough to hold a small litter pan and two small dishes and still allow your cat
enough room to lie down comfortably or stand to use the litter pan. Dog kennels or collapsible cages
should be large enough to hold two no-spill bowls and still allow your dog enough room to stand and turn
around.
All animals should have a collar with an identification tag attached. Animals react differently under
stress. If easily taken, pet beds and toys can help reduce it. If cats are involved, do not forget a litter pan,
scoopable litter, plastic bags, and scooper. Additional supplies that can be useful are blankets and paper
and cloth towels, plastic trash bags, a flashlight with extra batteries and cleaning products.
If you have other pets such as birds, reptile or amphibian (herptile) pets, hamsters, mice, guinea pigs,
etc., also prepare their specific evacuation items. Have a secure carrier large enough to comfortably
contain the animal. Styrofoam insulated boxes can be used as temporary shelter for reptiles as long as
they have ventilation. Place proper identification on all carriers including pet information, your name,
address, and contact phone numbers with area code.
For birds, have a cage cover available to keep them calm and protected. Spray bottles are also
extremely useful. They can moisten a bird‘s feathers or help maintain the higher humidity some herptiles
require. Do not forget adequate water and food, dietary supplements, extra bedding materials, and
appropriate cleaning supplies. Fresh vegetables or fruits may not be quickly available during a disaster,
so be sure to keep frozen items ready for emergencies. If your herptile feeds on live food, remember to
consider this for evacuation as well.
The American Veterinary Medical Association provides an excellent free booklet that includes detailed
information on assembling emergency kits and plans for a wide variety of animal species. It can be
downloaded at https://ebusiness.avma.org/ProductCatalog/product.aspx?ID=140.

PETS: Plan ahead to save your animals in the event of
fire
By RONNIE CASEY |
PUBLISHED: June 22, 2018 at 3:32 pm | UPDATED: June 22, 2018 at 7:14 pm

Last year was the most destructive fire season in California history, with more than $10 billion in damage
and 44 dead. In Napa and Sonoma, alone, it is estimated that three thousand animals perished. Just

recently, in our own county, the Apple Fire consumed 2,956 acres, destroying three homes and six
outbuildings in its wake. Some animals had the good fortune of being rescued by firefighters and the
Sheriff‘s department and were reunited with their owners. Numerous kittens and cats with burned paws,
singed hair, inflamed eyes, and smoke inhalation were brought in for intensive veterinary care and are
now recuperating with Deserving Pets Rescue (https://www.deservingpetsrescue.com/). Other animals
were not as fortunate and the loss for their owners was devastating.
Fire is an unpredictable foe, as evidenced by the rate the Apple Fire spread, and the resulting loss within
a very brief period. The fire forecasting models promise that the fire threat this summer will be quite
similar to last year. According to the Predictive Services National Interagency Fire Center, the
combination of deepening drought and the carryover of fire fuels from last year is expected to lead to a
continuance of the ‗Above Normal‘ significant wildland fire potential. Considering the devastation that
occurred last year, this is not welcome news.
While it may not always be possible to evacuate with more than the clothes on your back, I cannot
impress on everyone how important it is to prepare before the need to evacuate does strike. The lives
saved may be your own, your family‘s, your animals‘ and those who are trying to assist you. With that in
mind, this article is the first of a three-part series.
In the event of a wildfire, the Cal Fire Tehama Glen Unit Fire Department, (530) 528-5199 and the
Tehama County Sheriff‘s Office, (530)529-7900, will notify and assist with any evacuation of residents.
Also, the Tehama County Sheriff‘s Office, Red Bluff Police Department and Corning Police Department
will use Tehama Alert to provide you with critical information quickly in a variety of situations, such as
severe weather, unexpected road closures, missing persons and evacuations of buildings or
neighborhoods. This service is free to the public. If you would like additional information regarding
Tehama Alert call Lisa Callaway or Rod Daugherty at the Tehama County Sheriff‘s Office (530-5297940) and/or Matt Hansen at the Red Bluff Police Department (530-527-3131). To sign up go to (
http://tehamaso.org/tehama-alert/ ). Go to the Google Play or iTunes App stores to download
―Everbridge ContactBridge‖ application to receive Emergency Alerts to your Android or iOS device. In
addition, you may wish to download the ―Ready for Wildfire‖ mobile application
(http://www.readyforwildfire.org/Ready-for-Wildfire-App/) to stay updated and get alerts when a wildfire is
reported in your chosen zip code.
2-1-1 Tehama is another resource for up-to-date information, relief, and recovery resources. Either dial
2-1-1 or visit http://211norcal.org/tehama/ and click on ―Disaster Resources‖ under the ―Disaster
Response‖ tab. In addition, radio scanner frequencies for Tehama can be found at
http://www.scancal.org/co/tehama/index.html.
Emergency Alert System (EAS) announcements will be on local radio stations KFBK 1530 (AM) 93.1
(FM) and KTHU 100.7 (FM). Television stations, KRCR Channel 7 (http://krcrtv.com/weather/wildfires ),
KHSL Channel 12, and KNVN Channel 24 (http://www.actionnewsnow.com/home/) will also have EAS
announcements and will provide news updates. The Daily News (http://www.redbluffdailynews.com/ ),
the Record Searchlight (http://www.redding.com/) and the Enterprise Record (http://www.chicoer.com/ )
will post updated news to their websites. As well, current fire incident information can be found at Calfire
(http://cdfdata.fire.ca.gov/incidents/incidents_current) and Yuba Net (http://yubanet.com/Fires/ ).
Please do not call 911 for fire or evacuation information. Use 911 only for immediate-threat
emergencies.
Please remember, if a major disaster happens the whole community may be affected, and help may not
come immediately. If a wildfire is approaching, be proactive. Listen to Emergency Alert System
announcements and get ready to leave. The American Red Cross of Northeastern California (530 673-

1460) will establish shelters for short-term housing and care of evacuees. However, they will only allow
service animals, and not family pets, inside their shelters. If you choose not to go to the Red Cross
shelter, still contact them to provide information about your location, in the event anyone is attempting to
locate you.
Next week, Part 2 is ―Disaster Planning for Small Animals.‖

Man and his beloved pet
By RONNIE CASEY |
June 15, 2018

In celebration of Father‘s Day, I thought you might enjoy reading about a few famous male figures and
their beloved pets.
Of all the warlords of history, none quite managed to equal the feats of Alexander the Great, born in 365
B.C. in Macedonia. At the age of 35 he created the largest empire that had ever existed until then. Being
a noble and a military commander, Alexander supported vast numbers of hunting dogs and war dogs,
among which was Peritas. The most popular story concerning the dog was that, during the battle of
Gaugamela against the Persian Empire, a war elephant was charging Alexander when Peritas attacked
the enormous pachyderm, sinking its teeth into its lower lip and tearing at it, thus managing to turn the
elephant back. The dog‘s intervention saved his master but, unfortunately, he was not as lucky. The
Macedonians recovered the body, held a funeral, and the distraught Alexander named a city in India in
his honor.
Cavall (Cabal, Cafall) was believed to be the favorite dog of King Arthur of Camelot. Considered quite
brave, he was customarily the last dog let loose to chase after game. However, Cavall‘s claim to fame
came from hunting the supernatural great boar, Twrch Tryth. According to the myth, Cavall left his
footprint in a stone while hunting the boar. The amazing thing was that even if someone removed this
particular stone to another spot, it would be back at its original location the next day. Who said Camelot
wasn‘t magical?
Among the other notable ―warriors‖ who had an affinity for the pooches was George S. Patton, who had
a white bull terrier named Willie, not after ―William the Conqueror‖ as the movie ―Patton‘ suggested, but
after Willie Whiffle, a young boy Patton had met during the depression at a barbecue he had hosted. It is
stated that, as the Allies closed in on Berlin, Patton boasted, ―I will personally shoot that (profanity)
Hitler, and Willie hopes the little (same profanity) comes back as a fire hydrant!‖ Unfortunately, neither
happened.
Since Adolf Hitler was mentioned, it is interesting to note that his favorite dog was a German Shepherd
pup named Blondi, given as a gift from Martin Bormann, head of the Nazi Party Chancellery. On April
29, 1945, as the Soviet Army was closing in on him, Hitler resolved not to allow himself and his wife be
captured. With that in mind, Hitler expressed doubts about the cyanide capsules he had received
through the SS (Schutzstaffel). To confirm the capsules‘ potency Hitler, who had already decided to
have Blondi killed so that she would not fall into the hands of the Russians, ordered that she be given
one. Blondi died as a result. Hitler was supposedly distraught over the dog‘s death, something I
personally find quite surprising considering he was the person who issued the order.
Not all pets are dogs or cats. In fact, President Andrew Jackson bought Poll, an African grey parrot, for
his wife, but assumed its care after she died. ―Old Hickory‖ was known to be a salty, hard-edged war
hero, but by the time he died in 1845, Jackson had become a bit more reserved. Apparently, his bird did

not. According to the Rev. William Menefee Norment, who presided at the President‘s funeral, the parrot
was ―excited by the multitude and … let loose perfect gusts of ‗cuss words‖ and those in attendance
were ―horrified and awed at the bird‘s lack of reverence.‖
According to the Presidential Pet Museum, John Quincy Adams (John Adams‘ son and the sixth U.S.
President), had an alligator live in a bathtub in the unfinished East Room of the White House. It is said
that the president enjoyed scaring his guests with it. The alligator was a gift from the French military
officer Marquis de Lafayette, an old family friend, who fought with the U.S. against the British in the
American Revolution.
Presidents were not the only ones who enjoyed pets other than the usual dog or cat. Roman aristocrats,
such as the notable orator Lucius Licinius Crassus, kept numerous moray eels in dozens of garden
ponds, which he raised with doting care. It is believed that he went into a deep mourning upon the death
of his favorite eel, who he adorned with a necklace and earrings. Apparently, Roman owners
compensated for their eels‘ (and lampreys‘) lack of natural beauty by decorating their favored fish with
jewelry piercings and beaded necklaces. Truth is sometimes stranger than fiction.
Last, but not least, in 1784 Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart purchased a little starling in a Viennese shop
who sang a fairly close version of the opening bars of the third movement of his Piano Concerto no. 17
in G major. For three years the starling, Vogelstar, lived with Mozart as a pet, influencing his work, and
serving as a faithful companion. When the bird died, Mozart planned an elaborate ceremony, during
which veiled mourners sang hymns, and he recited a poem he wrote.

Tick paralysis a concern for dogs
PUBLISHED: June 8,
We have all heard of Lyme disease and Rocky Mountain Spotted Fever, but last week I became aware of an occurrence of “Tick
Paralysis,” something I had never heard of before. Ever since then, I have been checking my dogs for ticks with a fervor that
probably borders on obsession and can honestly say that my dislike of these parasites has increased ten-fold.
Unfortunately, the condition’s name is as good a description as you can get. A tick bite, left untreated, can result in paralysis,
and even death for those afflicted. Although the paralysis typically affects dogs, it can also afflict sheep, cattle and humans,
especially children under the age of 10. In North America, cats appear to be resistant to tick paralysis.
In the U.S., tick paralysis occurs most often in the Pacific Northwest and Rocky Mountain states following the bite of the Rocky
Mountain wood tick (Dermacentor andersoni). However, the American dog tick (Dermacentor variabilis), the deer tick or
blacklegged tick (Ixodes scapularis) and its western cousin the western blacklegged tick, ( Ixodes pacificus), and the Lone star
tick (Amblyomma americanum), all thought to cause tick paralysis, are widely distributed throughout the US. Therefore, the
potential for coming in contact with a causative tick exists in every state.
Tick paralysis, or tick-bite paralysis, is the only tick-borne disease not caused by an infectious organism. It is caused by a potent
neurotoxin that is produced in the salivary glands of certain species of female ticks. This toxin is injected into the bloodstream
when a tick feeds on its host. These toxins cause a lower motor neuron paralysis. The simplest explanation is that a lower
motor neuron (LMN) is a type of nerve cell that sends messages from the spinal cord to skeletal muscles. The toxin affects the
LMN which results in a loss of voluntary movement. A heavy infestation of ticks is not necessary for this toxicity to occur.
While multiple ticks are usually present on an animal showing symptoms, the paralysis can occur after being bitten by one tick.
On the other hand, not all animals bitten by ticks will develop paralysis. Another important point to remember is that the
paralysis is chemically induced by a tick and, therefore, can only continue in its presence. Once the tick is removed, symptoms

will characteristically diminish rapidly. However, the paralysis can continue to spread and become fatal before anyone is aware
of a tick’s presence.
Dogs typically develop symptoms within 2-7 days of being bitten. Since tick paralysis causes what is known as an ascending
paralysis, the rear limbs are initially affected. The animal, at first, may appear weak or unsteady because their rear limbs are
weak. Other symptoms may include difficulty eating, vomiting, a change in the sound of the bark (dysphonia) and excessive
drooling. The symptoms quickly progress, with the paralysis spreading from the lower to the upper extremities, chest and
head. The most severe complications include convulsions, respiratory failure and, in up to 12% of untreated cases, death.

The best way to prevent tick paralysis is to be pro-active. While it is almost impossible to keep ticks completely at bay, there
are some things you can do to minimize the possibility of your pet being bitten. The first is to consult your veterinarian to
determine what tick preventative product is best to use. Certain factors such as age, breed and pet health will affect the type
and dosage of the product used. There are several effective ones for pets available. Some examples are the Preventic collar,
Advantix, Frontline Plus, Vectra 3D and ProMeris Canine. Even though none of them are totally effective all of the time, they
do make the dog much less food-worthy to ticks.
Since the best repellants may not prevent these critters from attaching themselves to your beloved companion, it is
imperative that a tick check become part of your dog’s daily routine. To do one, simply run your fingers slowly over his entire
body, making sure to diligently check any areas where ticks tend to hide, such as between toes, under armpits, the insides of
ears, and around the face and chin. If you feel a swollen area, there might be a tick burrowed there. If you do find one, remove
it as soon as possible. It is important to extract the entire tick, since any mouthparts left can continue to inject toxin into the
dog.
Generally, you find ticks in wooded and grassy areas, along the vegetative borders of hillside trails and areas that have deer
populations. The adult looks for its next meal by climbing up the grasses and bushes to wait for an unlucky animal to pass by.
By keeping lawns, bushes and trees trimmed back, yards become less inviting for these varmints. In addition, preventing your
pet from roaming freely through areas where ticks are likely to be lying in wait is also an effective way of keeping him safe.
If you keep the areas around your home tidy, use tick preventives for when your dog does go out, and check your dog over for
any rascals that might have attached themselves, your dog should have a minimal risk of becoming a future meal for ticks and
getting tick-bite paralysis.

Animal care center is a real underdog
By RONNIE CASEY |
June 1, 2018 at 4:09 pm

If ever there was a story of an underdog, then I would have to say an old cinder block structure called the Tehama
County Animal Care Center (TCACC) is it.
For many of you, I may be like “fingernails on a chalkboard” since, with extreme regularity, I write about how inneed the Tehama County Animal Care Center is. This year, thus far, has proven it more than any of the eight years
I have volunteered at TCACC, and let me tell you, none of the previous ones were years of “milk and honey.”
The Tehama County Animal Care Center (TCACC), for those not familiar, is located in Red Bluff, situated at the
back of the county complex parking lot at 1830 Walnut Street. You would definitely miss it if you were not
looking for it. There are no helpful signs to direct you and the building is a truly non-descript edifice.

During the past four months, 803 animals were admitted into this tiny structure, 72 more than last year at this time.
This count includes, in addition to dogs and cats, other animals such as horses, chickens, sheep and pigs.
For those reading this, it may not seem like many animals. However, when one considers that, for some, the length
of stay can be well over 60 days in a building that only contains 47 dog kennels, 20 cat cages, and some meager
outside stalls, the quantity is quite overwhelming. Also, the health of the animals recently brought in would tax
even the best of large, modern, well-equipped facilities which, as is quite apparent, this is not.
This year, in addition to the regular stream of animals that were flea- and tick-infested, malnourished, heartwormpositive, senior with multiple medical needs, pregnant, too young to survive on their own, or broken in spirit or
bone, there was an influx of parvo- and distemper-affected dogs. Both are extremely challenging diseases in any
shelter environment. In one like this, the word „challenging‟ does not come close to describing the impact on the
facility and staff.
When contemplating the previous paragraph, I ask you also do some simple math. How would you solve the
problem of having 47 dog kennels and 98 dogs or 20 cat cages and 34 cats? The answer to this equation must
include an assessment of the size of the animals, the size of the available kennels, the animal‟s sex, and any
behavioral or medical problems, such as having to quarantine for disease or aggression.
Another morsel to reflect upon is that five staff members (and not all are present each day) manage to take care of
approximately 100 -140 animals on any given day, every single day throughout the year. Each day these staff
members are called upon to be mentally, emotionally, and physically able to deal with a variety of complex
situations with both animals and the general public while having limited resources, support, and certainly no
accolades.
Daily, they concentrate their efforts to ensure that animals arriving are reunited with loving owners. If that is
impossible for one of a hundred reasons, they then strive to get the animals ready for adoption or rescue in order
that their charges have future healthy, happy lives. If, ultimately, they cannot mend the animal‟s emotional or
physical traumas, they are then the ones to look into its eyes, hold its head, and finally ease its suffering.
These are good people doing tough work and making hard decisions. I know because, I have worked alongside
these amazing individuals. As a result, I have great admiration and respect for the staff of TCACC and the work
they do that many readily avoid and often ignore.
One example would be the insufficient level of funding support. The funding provided to other agencies, certainly
appears to reflect that Animal Services is relegated to the lower rungs of the hierarchy. One only has to look at any
of the Tehama county budget documents (http://www.co.tehama.ca.us/index.php/budget ).
For instance, “actual” expense for services and supplies in the 2016-17 budget was $164,125. That figure covered
12 months of maintenance of equipment, vaccines and medicines, food, and vet care, utilities, transportation, office
expense, communications, cleaning supplies, etc., etc.
For 2017-18, a budget of $140,181 was adopted. I am not a rocket scientist, but a budget that is almost $24,000 less
than what was actually spent the year previously, for a department which continues to see an increase the both the
quantity of animals and the seriousness of conditions being admitted , does appear to do them a gross disservice.
After all, they are dealing with living entities.
The staff at the Tehama County Animal Care Center did not create the messes they are trying to fix. Despite the
best intentions and selfless efforts of the dedicated individuals working at the Center, there are many issues
associated with the care of its hugely disadvantaged animal population.

It is imperative that our community and the powers that be provide them the tools, equipment, and staffing
necessary to insure the health and welfare of not only the animals housed, but existing personnel as well. It is
important to remember, when we begin to neglect the impact on the human element, the cost for our folly is
grievous beyond repair.

PETS: Fostering needs are great right now

Pictured is Cypress, one of several dogs needing foster care at the Tehama County Animal Care Center.
POSTED: 05/26/18,

As the weather warms, many kittens and puppies are born with no one to take care of them. Although these
little bundles of fur are as adorable as any other baby, many are still weeks away from being old enough to

be weaned, spayed, neutered and adopted. At the Tehama County Animal Care Center (TCACC), the ability
to take in these animals is often directly dependent on the number of reliable foster volunteers it has
because, like most humane organizations, it does not have enough personnel to provide the special
attention required. Even if they do not have special needs, these young ones do not have developed
immune systems and, because of the unending inflow of other animals, they are at a heightened risk of
becoming ill. As diligently as everyone will try, some will die. The more fosters available, the more lives
that can be saved.
Animals typically fostered at the Tehama County Animal Care Center are canines or felines. They may be
under 8 weeks of age, an animal “teenager” or one who is much more “mature”, or a mom that is either
pregnant or is nursing her newborns. In addition, the animal may require medical treatment or just need a
place to recover from a recent surgery. Fosters are crucial in rehabilitation situations. By assisting an
animal in recovery, and providing it with a nurturing home venue, fostering increases the chance of a
successful move into a new home. With regard to orphans, the foster becomes the surrogate parent,
providing the care necessary for those too young to function on their own. By providing these babies
nutrition, socialization and basic training during their formative first weeks of life, fosters ensure the
health and survival of the animal. Whatever the reason, and whether you only foster once or decide to do it
frequently, you will know that an animal, because of your efforts, survived a difficult period in its life.
Basic requirements fosters are expected to provide include a nurturing environment, appropriate nutrition,
suitable shelter and adequate exercise. In addition to providing the basics, fosters may be asked to
transport the animals to veterinary appointments, adoption events, etc. Fosters are an amazing group of
caring people who provide care, safety, and most of all affection to an animal who may never had
experienced any.
When thinking about becoming a foster be aware that it is a commitment, not only to TCACC, but also to
the animal‟s well-being. Because the animal will be a part of your home, it is important that all family
members are supportive. Additionally, consider how much time you can commit because, depending upon
circumstances, you might have the animal for a few days, a few weeks or a few months. If you already have
pets at home, consider that you might have to keep them and the foster separated. Also, be honest
regarding skill level and experience. Since the ultimate goal is to insure the animal‟s health and well-being,
the Center will need to know your abilities when placing the animal.
If you have the time and have space in your home and heart to foster, I implore you to contact TCACC, as
soon as possible. The Center will provide food, supplies, veterinary care, etc., so there is essentially no cost
to you, and will guide you through the fostering process. In addition, PETS can provide informative printed
materials to assist you, and there are experienced veteran fosters who are willing and ready to be a support
system, giving advice and sharing stories, for first time foster volunteers. Help is just a phone call or email
away.
Finding enough fosters is a difficult endeavor. In fact, at present, the Tehama County Animal Care Center,
at 1830 Walnut St., Red Bluff, 527-3439 has an immediate need for some special people willing to share
their homes with three enchanting temporary guests. Both Cypress, a German Shepherd and Stella, a
Rottweiler mix, need homes where they can rest and recuperate while they receive their heartworm
treatment. In addition, Hooch, a German Shepherd mix, needs a home where he can complete his recovery
from Demodex and a broken leg. If you are interested, please contact Christine McClintock, TCACC
Manager, at 527-3439. She will be delighted to answer any questions you might have with regard to
fostering these amazing dogs.
One of the reasons that people are hesitant to foster is that they are fearful it will be hard to let go once
there is an emotional attachment. While it may be emotionally difficult to bring your first foster back to the
shelter, remember the animal is now ready, because of your efforts, for a loving, permanent home.
Fostering will be a labor of love that will leave you with great memories to cherish long after the animal has
been adopted. In addition to the many joys and benefits that everyone receives from fostering, remember

that removing one animal from the shelter will provide space for another homeless creature in
need. Fostering really does save lives. So, please call 527-3439 now. Everyone will be extremely grateful.

PETS: Heritage Breeds Week celebrates
farm animals
POSTED: 05/19/18,

Last year 68 chickens, 2 goats, 13 horses, 2 pigs, 1 rabbit and 2 sheep came into the Tehama County Animal
Care Center (TCACC). While we may often believe only dogs and cats are looked after at TCACC, as you can
see, livestock and poultry have also been the recipients of their care. I have learned that next week, May
20-26, is International Heritage Breeds Week and, with consideration to the “other” guests of TCACC, I
thought it might be interesting to pass-on some of the tidbits gleaned about the week and the agricultural
community.
The first annual Heritage Breeds Week was held in May 2015 to raise awareness about endangered breeds
of livestock and poultry in America. Since then, a consortium of livestock conservation organizations from
around the world joined to host International Heritage Breeds Week, where many farms and ranches hold
local events such as farm tours, workshops or lectures to raise awareness in their communities.
Heritage breeds are livestock and poultry breeds that were raised before industrial agriculture became a
practice. The breeds were selected and bred to develop essential attributes for survival and self-sufficiency.
These heritage breeds, in other words, are comfortable living outdoors, can reproduce naturally, are
resilient, resistant to pests and disease, and have a complex genetic makeup that helps them adapt to
changing conditions, all qualities that make them well-adapted to their local environments. Farms, prior to
World War II, were, on average, smaller and their livestock and poultry were varieties tailored for the
locale. Shortly thereafter, these regional breeds were displaced by others that were selectively bred to
reproduce and grow faster, withstand more cramped confinement, and generate more meat, milk or eggs.
According to a report by the Food and Agricultural Organization (FAO) of the United Nations
(http://www.fao.org), globalization of livestock and poultry markets is the biggest single factor in the
erosion of farm animal diversity. In the past 10 years, worldwide meat production has risen by 20 percent.
The FAO projected in 2016 a 3.5 percent global increase in poultry trade, with about 67 percent of that
production coming from factory farms. It is also interesting to note that some 42 percent of global pork
production is from factory farms. All this production has had a definite negative effect on heritage breeds.
Of the more than 7,600 breeds in the FAO‟s database, as of 2006, 190 have become extinct in the past 15
years and 1,500 are considered at risk. In addition, some 60 breeds of cattle, goats, pigs, horses and poultry
have been lost between 2001 and 2006.
The Livestock Conservancy (https://livestockconservancy.org/ ) is a North Carolina organization that
advocates for the preservation of rare and vanishing breeds, and keeps an official list of nearly 200
domesticated birds and mammals which are at risk. Among those listed as critically endangered are the
familiar Texas Longhorn and the San Clemente goat, which originated on San Clemente Island, in the
Channel Islands chain off the coast of California. For a complete listing of the various breeds and
information regarding history, use, status, etc. go to their website and click on Heritage breeds.
In the face of climate change, disease, drought, and land degradation, diverse breeds of livestock and
poultry could be of great importance for future food security. As a consumer, one way you can help
conservation efforts is by putting a little diversity on your plate. By buying heritage breed products, you
give farmers an opportunity to create and maintain niche markets. Eat Wild
(http://www.eatwild.com/products/california.html) is a site that can help connect you to farms, ranches,
stores, and restaurants that sell grass-fed meats, eggs, and dairy products within our community. In

addition, the weather is nice, so why not visit one of the farmer‟s markets in Corning, Red Bluff, and Lake
California, where local farmers are happy to discuss their products.
Tehama County is an agricultural community. If you review the annual crop report, which provides a
statistical description of the county‟s agricultural production (put out by the Tehama County Agricultural
Department, 1834 Walnut St., Red Bluff, 96080, (530) 527-4504), you will note that livestock, poultry, and
their products are major contributors to the revenues generated within our community. Our support of
such organizations as the Tehama County Cattlemen‟s Association, The Tehama County Farm Bureau,
Tehama County Future Farmers of America, the Tehama County 4-H program, etc. helps to insure not only
our community‟s future financial health, but that we will continue to see the wonderful sight of animals
grazing in pastures.
Remember those “other” guests, previously mentioned, of TCACC? You will be pleased to know that those
that did not go back to the homes they managed to stray from, were adopted. So yes, TCACC does care for
more than cats and dogs and thankfully, within this community, there are people who still feel concern for
and take an interest in, the livestock and poultry residents of Tehama.

PETS: Beware the dangers of distemper in
dogs
POSTED: 05/12/18

If you think your canine companion cannot contract canine distemper because it is not in Tehama County,
think again. It is one of the most highly contagious viral diseases of dogs, and its incidence has increased in
the past decades.
The virus drastically weakens a dog‟s immune system and makes it difficult for him to fight off other types
of infection, such as the equally devastating parvovirus. Distemper is especially prevalent in areas such as
ours, where there are many unvaccinated dogs, and where there is an abundance of wildlife, like raccoons
and skunks, which can transmit the virus. Distemper is often fatal and, although there is no cure for it, the
most important fact to remember is that it is easily preventable through vaccination.
While the Canine Distemper Virus (CDV) is not transmissible to humans, it can be spread if a person has it
on their hands or clothing and then has contact with an at-risk dog. In addition, shared food and water
bowls and equipment, such as grooming tools, can transmit CDV. Puppies and dogs usually become
infected from the airborne dispersal of the virus through the sneezing and coughing of an infected animal.
Thus, the chance for contracting CDV increases when the risk of exposure is high.
Because the CDV also affects wildlife populations, potential contact between wild animals and domestic
dogs can facilitate the spread of the virus. The disease is found in dogs, ferrets, coyotes, wolves, foxes,
skunks and the ever-present raccoon. Infected dogs can shed the virus for months, and mother dogs can
pass the virus through the placenta to their puppies. Puppies younger than four months old and dogs that
have not been vaccinated are easy targets to contract this deadly disease.
Typically, symptoms appear 7-14 days after the virus infects the animal, but may take up to 6 weeks. Since
it is a multi-faceted disease, it targets various organ systems all at the same time, thus adding to its
severity. Early signs include fever, loss of appetite, and clear to green nasal and eye discharge. These signs
can come and go, lasting only a few days at a time. As a result, guardians may miss or ignore this early
phase. As the disease progresses, symptoms become more serious and extensive.
CDV can cause coughing, breathing difficulties, vomiting and diarrhea, and blindness. As the virus attacks
the nervous system, the dogs can show a progressive deterioration of both motor skills and mental abilities.
Rhythmic muscle twitching can become so extensive that it totally disables the unfortunate pet. Partial and
complete paralysis and seizures can also become factors as the disease progresses in severity. These

seizures are frequently called “chewing gum fits.” As the name implies, it will look as if the dog is “chewing
gum.”
The virus may also cause a thickening and hardening of the pads of the feet, earning the CDV the nickname
of “hard pad disease.” Infections without symptoms are common, and dogs may spread the virus for weeks
without showing any clinical signs. In addition, many dogs will also disperse the infecting virus for weeks,
possibly for as long as 4 months, after recovery. In dogs or animals with weak immune systems, such as
puppies, death may result two to five weeks after the initial infection.
In order to diagnose the disease, your veterinarian will perform a physical exam and take the dog‟s history,
including vaccination status. He will also order antibody tests to confirm exposure and resistance, and
various blood tests to evaluate organ function, as well as to rule out any infection, chemical imbalances or
other diseases. In addition, while there is no cure for the disease, the resultant treatment for CDV will
consist of supportive care: to prevent secondary infections with the administration of antibiotics, to combat
dehydration with fluid administration, and to control vomiting, diarrhea and neurologic symptoms with
the administration of varied, multiple medications. The testing and the treatment are extremely expensive.
Unfortunately, the overall prognosis for recovery is poor, with over 50 percent of the dogs that exhibit
severe symptoms dying in spite of intensive supportive care. Of those dogs that do recover, a number will
develop some form of nervous system complication.
Effective distemper vaccination has been available since the 1950s and, prior to widespread vaccination,
distemper would wipe out entire towns of pet dogs. The distemper vaccine is one of the most rapidly
protective vaccines available in veterinary medicine. Within hours of administering the vaccination
meaningful protection can transpire, with complete protection occurring within days. For something so
effective and relatively inexpensive when weighed against the cost, both monetarily and emotionally, of
trying to save a canine companion, it is ridiculous to elect not to vaccinate.
Something you can do to help prevent the spread of distemper, in addition to vaccinating your pet, is to
keep pet food and water indoors. Outdoor feeding and drinking sources can attract infected animals
(wildlife, unvaccinated stray dogs) which contaminate the bowls and can transfer the virus to many
animals.
Lastly, distemper can appear similar to rabies. With an almost fatal disease like rabies, you have to be
careful not to assume it is distemper. The potential for rabies exposure must not be forgotten.

PETS: For Cinco de Mayo, Mexican origins
of some canines
POSTED: 05/05/18,

Today, May 5, is Cinco de Mayo. It is a holiday that celebrates the date of the Mexican army‟s 1862 victory
over France at the Battle of Puebla during the Franco-Mexican War. There are people who express
confusion over why we celebrate Cinco de Mayo, since it is considered by some a minor holiday in Mexico.
I am confused over why anybody would not want to celebrate any holiday, especially if it includes eating
tacos and drinking margaritas.
All that aside, we know Mexico is known for its culture, savory cuisine and beautiful tourist destinations,
but did you know that it is also home to some rather unique dog breeds? For the canine lovers reading this,
it is interesting to note that some of them are among the oldest-known breeds with a history that may be
surprising.
The Xōlōitzcuintli, or “Xolo”, the national dog of Mexico, is also known as the Mexican hairless dog, and is
considered one of the oldest dog breeds. Archaeological evidence found in tombs dates the breed to more

than 3,500 years ago. Revered by the Aztecs, Toltecs and Mayans as a sacred dog, it was believed that the
Xolo were capable of warding off evil spirits. Even though they were highly prized as hunting companions
and guardians, the Xolo were also buried with their owners to act as guides for the journey to
the underworld. In addition, the dogs were consumed for sacrificial ceremonies, since it was believed the
animals had healing qualities. Xolos were among the first breeds recorded by the American Kennel Club
with the first one, a dog named “Mee Too,” being registered in 1887. The breed remains, to this day,
relatively unknown in the U.S., but unfortunately is sometimes mistaken for the legendary ugly creature,
Chupacabra, who has a rather unpleasant fondness for goat blood.
One of the most recognized dogs is the smallest breed of dog, the Chihuahua. The Chihuahua‟s history,
however, is rather convoluted, and many theories abound regarding its origin. Folklore and archaeological
finds indicate the Chihuahua has Mexican origins and is a descendant of the Techichi, an ancient
companion breed favored by the Toltec civilization. Another theory places the breed‟s ancient roots in
Egypt or the Sudan, where it then migrated across the Bering straits, though the countries of the
Mediterranean arriving in Malta, where Spanish traders then brought them to Mexico. Regardless of what
is true, the shorthaired, in demand, popular Chihuahua we are familiar with was discovered in the 1850s in
Chihuahua, Mexico, and is thought of as “The” Mexican dog breed.
If you are familiar with the World‟s Ugliest Dog Competition, held annually in Petaluma, then you have
definitely heard of the Chinese Crested dog. The contest celebrates dogs who are different, and helps to
raise awareness about shelter rescue and adoption. Between the years 2000 — 2016, ten of the winning
dogs were Chinese Cresteds, or Crested mixes, with many of them being rescues. While it is surprising to
see the Chinese Crested dog on a list of Mexican dog breeds, and though the breed is believed to have
originated in Africa, a close genetic tie with the Mexican Hairless Dog (the Xolo) has also been identified.
The dogs likely got their name from having been used as ratters on Chinese ships around the 13th century.
One of the many nicknames this breed acquired over the years is the “Dr. Seuss Dog”, because the hairless
variety can resemble some of the fanciful creatures who populate many of the author‟s books.
If the Chamuco looks familiar, it is because it was developed in Mexico during the 1970s by breeding the
American Pit Bull Terrier with the now extinct Mexican Bulldog, the American Staffordshire Terrier, the
Boxer and random “street” dogs. Also known as the Mexican Pit Bull, its name is Spanish for “devil” and
supposedly refers to the breed‟s temperament and tenacity. Unfortunately, the breed‟s temperament is a
direct result of the lack of breeding standards, since it is often breed secretly and used as a fighting
dog. This breed is not recognized by any association.
It is not a dog, but the Mexican prairie dog is just so darn cute that I had to include it. Prairie dogs are
highly social rodents which belong to the same family as squirrels and, let‟s admit it, squirrels are pretty
darn cute, too. The Mexican prairie dog is the southernmost species of prairie dogs. As a keystone species
for the prairies, entire ecosystems rely upon prairie dogs to thrive. Unfortunately, over the last century
prairie dogs have lost most of their native habitat to agriculture and urban development. For the Mexican
prairie dogs the biggest threat is the loss of habitat to agricultural plantations of maguay, nopal, and
potatoes. Ongoing prairie dog extermination campaigns and disease have also contributed to plummeting
populations. The Mexican government outlawed killing Mexican Prairie dogs in 2004, and the species is
protected under the U.S. Endangered Species Act as “endangered.”

PETS: Elections and animals
POSTED: 04/28/18

While driving around town, it would be difficult to avoid seeing the predominance of signs imploring you
to vote for a specific candidate. There is no denying that Tehama County elections are on the horizon and
everyone is vying to win.

With endless rhetoric and platitudes, we hear about crime, marijuana, human homelessness, etc. on a
regular basis. Yet, I can say that among everything espoused I have heard very little, if anything, with
regard to animals. Most likely it is because they cannot vote. However, our vote has the power to change
laws and policies for the betterment of animal welfare in this county. Our vote has the ability to put one
person in office, instead of another. Our vote can become a voice for these voiceless residents.
There are numerous positions that affect animal welfare on the June 5 ballot. Among them, and the
candidates running, are: Supervisors for District 3 Dennis Garton and Robert Halpin and District 4 Bob
Williams, Martha Kleykamp and Alan Macfarlane, Superior Court Judge Laura Woods and Jim Reed,
District Attorney Carolyn Walker and Matthew Rogers and the Tehama County Sheriff Dave Hencratt,
Stephen JHarper and Mike Swithenbank. Simply put, these are the positions that create, enforce and
administer the policies that affect animals in this county and I, for one, would be interested to hear what
they have to say regarding a few topics.
Cats are unregulated in Tehama County, yet dogs must be licensed and vaccinated for rabies. It would be
interesting to hear why one is regulated and not the other, since rabies is reported in cats more than in any
other domestic species. In addition, what is being done to ensure compliance with all applicable laws,
including licensing and registration? Free- roaming abandoned and feral cats is a huge issue within this
county. It would be interesting to hear what is planned to assist in eliminating this overwhelming problem.
Abusers of animals are five times more likely to harm humans. Nearly half of the victims who stay in
violent households do so because they are afraid for their animals. It would be interesting to hear what
remedies are being sought to shelter both domestic violence victims and their pets. Animal cruelty is
classified as a Group A felony by the Federal Bureau of Investigation, because the belief is a crime
committed against an animal is a “crime against society.” It would be interesting to hear how seriously
animal cruelty issues will be addressed by all candidates.
Last year 2,441 animals entered our local shelter. The majority were dogs, and the next largest was cats.
Other species housed were horses, goats, pigs, sheep, rabbits, chickens and turtles. Despite the best efforts
of the dedicated individuals working at the shelter, there are many matters associated with the care and
management of the entering population that should be addressed by the candidates, among which is the
adequacy of the facility and amount of staffing. Understand that the shelter is only a band-aid to the larger
complex problem of animal overpopulation within the county. It would be interesting to hear how the
candidates intend to help reduce the relinquishment, abandonment, and irresponsible breeding of animals
while insuring their health and welfare.
I do understand there are a number of factors which weigh upon the decision-making process of each
individual who is running for office. Among those are the impact it will have on their department and the
county, the economic impact on their budget, general public sentiment, the possible personal impact on
them and their family, the position of their political party and the possibility of garnering either positive or
negative media attention. Therefore, it also comes as no surprise that politicians occasionally put their own
priorities before their duty to represent the will of their constituents. But, as we see time and again, most
politicians seem to put almost anything before animal welfare.
Animals get little attention from either side of the political aisle. They are some of the most vulnerable
creatures that exist in our community but, despite their significant numbers, they continue to remain
largely unseen and are often ignored. There may even be a tendency to regard animal advocacy as a nice
venue for those who are viewed as being out of touch with human suffering, which is deemed as being of
greater import. Prioritizing animals does not mean the abandonment of all other values. It does mean that
we must be willing to persistently ask more candidates about their stances on animal issues, making it
clear that our choices will be based on their answers. It is important to remember that many elections are
won or lost by just a few points. If every person who believes that animals should be treated humanely and
with compassion votes, as a bloc, it can change the status quo and finally put animal issues on the political
radar. By everyone working together, the voiceless can have a forceful voice heard.

In the movie “The American President” one piece of dialogue is, “We‟ve got serious problems, and we need
serious people…” Whether we like it or not, Tehama County has serious animal population problems and
yes, it needs serious people to deal with them.

PETS: Regarding lost and stolen pets
POSTED: 04/21/18,

People are always amazed at how many stray dogs are posted on our Facebook page. Considering that the
estimate is that one in every three pets will become lost in their lifetime, it is not a shock. Unfortunately,
many stray animals never reunite with their owners. Life on the streets is a harsh, cruel world for pets that
have only known warm, loving homes. Many can rarely survive for any length of time on their own. They
become victims of disease, injury, starvation or, worse, fall prey to hostile and violent people.
Because it breaks my heart every time I see a stray brought into the shelter, I will continue to vocalize, as
loudly as I can, that taking simple precautions can bring pets home. Dogs and cats should be microchipped and wear identification collars with their name and a contact phone number with area code. The
phone number should have a working answering machine or voice-mail associated with it. The easier it is
for someone who finds your lost pet to make contact, the better the chance of having your beloved
companion returned swiftly and safely. Also, spay or neuter your pets. Not only will the pet have no value
to the many unscrupulous breeders that abound, but it will also assist in keeping the males from trying to
escape to reach an enticing female.
According the Journal of the American Veterinary Medical Association, only about 22% of lost dogs, and
less than 2% of lost cats, that enter shelters without microchips reunite with their guardians. However, the
return-to-owner rate for dogs was over 52%, and for cats it was over 38%, when microchipped. If you have
not microchipped your pet because of cost, please seriously reconsider this potentially life-saving measure.
The Tehama County Animal Care Center at 1830 Walnut St., Red Bluff will microchip for $15.00. You
cannot afford not to do it!
The key to getting your pet back quickly is to start getting the word out immediately. Do not assume that
the animal is doing a bit of wandering and will return on his own. As soon as you are aware that he is
missing, start searching your home and property thoroughly. Ask immediate neighbors to check in sheds,
garages, under porches, etc. Think about the places a pet would likely go to find company, comfort and/or
food, then search those possibilities.
If you do find a stray dog in Tehama County, the law says you must, within 24 hours, 8 hours in city of Red
Bluff, notify the authorities. However, if you believe your pet was stolen, call the authorities immediately.
In the city limits of Red Bluff, call the Red Bluff Police Department (530-527-3131). In the city limits of
Corning, call the Corning Police Department (530-824-7000). Anywhere in Tehama County, other than the
above two cities, call the Tehama County Sheriff‟s Office (530-529-7900 ext. 1).
Create a “Lost Pet” flyer. Include a clear pet photo, the pet‟s name, breed, sex, color, age, weight, any
distinguishing features, and at what location and town when he was last seen. Be sure to include a contact
phone number with area code and an email address. Create enough copies of the flyer to post in parks, pet
stores, convenience stores, gas stations, restaurants and around schools, anywhere large groups of people
frequent. If you have online access, send emails to friends, colleagues and family members, and ask them
to pass on all the documented information.
Dogs and cats can wander further away than you would believe. It is also not unusual for people who pick
up a stray to drive it to a shelter closer to where they live, rather than one closer to you. So be sure to visit
the shelters in all surrounding areas. Bring flyers to post and go to each shelter often to check their most
recent intakes. The following shelters in and around Tehama County are : the Tehama County Animal Care
Center (530 -527-3439) 1830 Walnut St., Red Bluff; the Corning Animal Shelter and Second Chance Pet
Rescue (530-824-7054) 4312 Rawson Road, Corning; Anderson Police Department Animal Services (530-

378-6624) 2951 McMurry Dr., Anderson; Haven Humane Society (530-241-1653) 7449 Eastside
Road, Anderson; and the Orland Town & Country Humane Society (530-517-7154) 4111 Old Highway 99W,
Orland. In addition, contact all local veterinary offices and hospitals, in and outside your immediate area,
and inquire whether an injured animal matching the pet‟s description came in.
Use the internet. It is a powerful tool. The more people who know you have lost a pet, the more likely it is
that someone will contact you if they locate an animal matching its description. The PETS organization
tries to help reunite lost /found animals in Tehama County with their owners through our own Facebook
page (https://www.facebook.com/PETSTehama). We post pictures of the strays that have come into the
Tehama County Animal Care Center. In addition, we encourage you to email us at petstehama@gmail.com.
We will gladly post the information provided to assist in either reuniting you with your furry family
member or locating a found animal‟s owner.

PETS: Beware of Lyme disease as we move
into spring
POSTED: 04/14/18

If you are like me and have ever felt or seen a tick crawling on you or your dog or, worse yet, had to extract
its stubborn little body from either one of you, I am betting you probably despise these little blood-sucking
rascals. They are nasty, ugly varmints that transmit serious diseases to both people and pets. Among the
myriad diseases transmitted, one is Lyme disease and April has been designated „National Prevent Lyme
Disease in Dogs‟ month by the American Lyme Disease Foundation (http://www.aldf.com/).
According to the California Department of Public Health, there were two confirmed cases of Lyme disease
reported in Tehama County in 2016. In addition, the neighboring counties of Butte, Lassen, Shasta,
Mendocino, and Trinity had seven confirmed cases for the same year. While the numbers may appear to be
small, understand the data reflects only diagnosed cases as reported by physicians, and is from two years
ago.
California has three hard-tick species of importance: the Pacific Coast tick (Dermacentor occidentalis), the
American dog tick (D. variabilis), and the western black-legged tick (Ixodes pacificus). In addition to Lyme
disease, ticks can transmit the microbial agents which cause relapsing fever, Rocky Mountain spotted fever,
tularemia, Pacific Coast tick fever and Anaplasmosis, a potentially fatal disease which can infect both
people and pets.
If you or your dog are often outdoors, you can reduce the risk of disease by taking a few simple precautions.
The first is learn how to recognize a tick. The immature form, known as a “nymph”, is about the size of a
poppy seed (1/25 inch long). It has eight legs, a dark brownish-black plate on its back and a light-colored,
translucent abdomen and is most active during spring and early summer months. Nymphs are often found
on logs, grasses, fallen branches, low-growing shrubs, and among the damp leaves that accumulate under
trees. An adult is about 1/8 inch long, has long mouthparts, brownish-black legs, a dark brownish-black
plate that covers the front half of its back and a reddish-orange abdomen. Feeding ticks can expand to
almost 1/2 inch in length. The adults are typically found in open grass or chaparral, along the vegetative
borders of hillside trails and other areas that have populations of deer.
There are several effective tick control products for pets available. Some examples are the Preventic collar,
Advantix, Frontline Plus, Vectra 3D and ProMeris Canine. Knowing what kind of product to use, and how
to use it, is critical to the health and well-being of your pet. Consult your veterinarian to determine what
product is best to use. Certain factors such as age, breed and pet health affect the type and dose of the
product. If you do use one of them, watch for any signs of possible adverse reaction, such as anxiousness,
excessive scratching, skin irritation, vomiting, diarrhea or any other abnormal behavior. If you see any of
these signs, contact your veterinarian immediately.

Even the best repellents may not prevent these critters from attaching themselves to your beloved
companion, so a tick check should be part of your dog‟s daily routine. To do one, simply run your fingers
slowly over his entire body, and check between toes, under armpits, the insides of ears, and around the face
and chin. If you feel a swollen area, there might be a tick burrowed there.
If you do find one on your pet, you need to remove it as soon as possible. Since ticks can transmit disease to
people, I would suggest wearing gloves to avoid any contact with your skin. With a pair of tweezers, grasp
the tick as close to the skin as possible. Once grasped, pull outward in a straight, steady motion, making
sure that you have removed the entire tick, since anything left behind could cause an infection. Do not twist
the tick as you extract it as this could cause the mouth parts to break off. Dispose of it in a small container
containing isopropyl alcohol, since the alcohol quickly kills the offending varmint. Finally, cleanse the skin
with a mild antiseptic solution of povidone-iodine.
Not only should you keep an eye on the area where the tick was attached to see if an infection does develop,
but also to watch for any possible symptoms of a tick-borne disease. Symptoms could include lameness,
decreased activity, joint swelling, fever, fatigue, swollen lymph nodes, loss of appetite, weight loss,
difficulty breathing, and neurological problems. Be aware that Lyme disease, in addition to dogs and
humans, can also infect horses, cattle, and cats.
Tick-borne diseases can be a serious threat to the health of both humans and their animal companions.
Many of these diseases have increased in the last decade and can be fatal. Preventing a tick bite is the most
important action you can take to avoid becoming a statistic.
Additional information can be found at the American Veterinary Medical Association
(https://www.avma.org/public/PetCare/Pages/lyme-disease.aspx), and the University of California
Agriculture & Natural Resources (http://ipm.ucanr.edu/PMG/PESTNOTES/pn7485.html ) and the
California Department of Public Health
(https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/Pages/LymeDisease.aspx) sites.

PETS: Dog bite prevention
POSTED: 04/07/18

According to the U.S. Centers for Disease Control (CDC) more than 4.5 million people are bitten by man‟s
best friend each year in the United States. More than 800,000 of those bitten had to receive medical
attention and, of those, at least half were children. It is essential to note that the highest incidence of
injuries occurred with children five to nine years of age. Another truism is the majority of these bites were
preventable.
Because dogs provide numerous benefits to millions of families, and the bond between people and their
dogs is important, the American Veterinary Medical Association (AVMA), the United States Postal Service
(USPS) and State Farm Insurance created National Dog Bite Prevention Week to educate people about
preventing dog bites. This year it is April 8 to April 14.
The Journal of the American Veterinary Medical Association, in 2013, published the most complete study
of dog bite-related fatalities (DBRFs) since the study was first conducted in the 1970s. It covered a 10-year
period of all DBRFs across the entire United States. Based on the investigation completed, the researchers
identified multiple controllable factors in these fatalities. For many of us the situations are not surprising.
However, to put it in perspective, in the United States during 2017, with a human population of over 326
million, and an owned canine population estimated at over 89 million, there were 39 confirmed DBRFs.
Though the fatality numbers are low, the incidence of bites is substantial and not to be taken lightly.
The following, according to the AVMA study, were contributing factors in dog bite scenarios: an ablebodied person was not present to intervene in the situation; the victim did not have a relationship with the
dog; the dog‟s guardian failed to spay/neuter the animal; the victim, because of age or physical condition,

was not able to control the dog; the dog‟s guardian kept the animal as a “resident” rather than a family pet;
the guardian had previously mishandled the dog or had either abused or neglected the dog.
The National Canine Research Council (NCRC) defines “resident” dogs as those whose guardian isolates
them from regular, positive human interaction. This isolation results in behaviors that are different from a
family dog. Whereas, when a dog is actively included into the family, that dog is more likely to learn
appropriate behavior through regular, positive interaction.
To reiterate, in the US, more than 4.5 million people are bitten by dogs each year. Of the bites requiring
medical attention, approximately one-half involve children. Knowing that children are the most common
victims, it is imperative to never consider leaving a young child unsupervised with a dog. Teaching children
to be gentle, to respect the dog‟s space and rest and not to approach an unfamiliar dog can go far in
preventing bites.
We also know that major contributors to bites are under-socialized and improperly trained. Have your dog
become an integral part of the family. Dogs are highly social and, when frequently left alone for long
periods, have a much greater chance of having behavior problems like aggression. Begin early consistent
reward-based training to effectively teach expectations and provide mental stimulation. Gradually expose
the dog to a variety of people and places so it can feel at ease. Dogs who are distressed can become
aggressive or fear-bite. Therefore, allow the dog to work at its own speed and definitely do not force an
uncomfortable situation upon it.
Be a responsible pet owner. Be aware of your pet‟s health. Pain resulting from an illness or injury can affect
behavior. Spay or neuter your dog as soon as possible. Multiple studies have shown that neutered dogs are
less likely to bite. Obey leash laws and do not allow your dog to roam the neighborhood. If the dog is loose
in a yard, be sure that the fencing and gates are secure. If interested in learning more, the American
Veterinary Medical Association (https://www.avma.org/public/Pages/Dog-Bite-Prevention.aspx) website
provides helpful additional information.
Since dogs do not have the ability to talk, understanding their body language can help us know when
something is amiss and when to use caution in approaching. When dogs are scared, their body and face will
appear tense and rigid and they will try to look small, cowering close to the ground and tucking their tail
between their legs. They also might look slightly away, lick their lips and yawn. An aggressive dog will do
the opposite. They will try to look bigger. Fur may stand up, especially along the spine. Ears might also be
erect and pushed forward. In addition, it is important to realize that a wagging tail does not necessarily
mean the dog is feeling friendly.
By educating ourselves and our children, providing a healthy environment and opportunities for
socialization for our dogs, and understanding dog behavior and potential problem situations the instances
of dog bites can be reduced.

PETS: Bringing canine heroes home
POSTED: 03/31/18

Of all the amazing traits a dog can possess, it is its loyalty that endears him to us most of all. We have heard
stories about dogs putting their own life on the line to protect, defend and save people. These courageous
canines, without hesitation, placed another‟s well-being above their own. They epitomize the word “Hero.”
What may surprise many is that some of the bravest were society‟s rejects. They were mutts surrendered or
abandoned, or physically and emotionally injured strays who had no home. They were the types of dogs our
shelter receives daily.
Many misfits have fought valiantly by our sides for years. Jack, a stray Bull Terrier mix, conducted himself
with such valor during the Civil War that the men of the 102nd Pennsylvania Volunteer Regiment
exchanged a Confederate prisoner for him when he was captured. Smoky, a 4-pound Yorkie found

abandoned in a foxhole in the jungles of Papua, New Guinea, went on to become WW II‟s littlest solider,
earning 8 battle stars and saving hundreds of lives during her time in combat. Chips, a German ShepherdCollie-Siberian Husky mix, known for harassing postal workers and trash collectors, was donated to the
war effort by his owner. He became the only animal ever awarded the Silver Star, and nominated for the
Distinguished Service Cross for his heroic efforts during WW II. However, one of the bravest, who went on
to become a national hero during the First World War, was an unimpressive, short, barrel-shaped mutt.
One summer morning, Private First Class Robert Conroy of the 102nd Infantry, part of the New England
based 26th “Yankee” Division, while doing basic training prior to deployment on the grounds of Yale
University, noticed a pooch wandering around searching for food. He and fellow doughboys befriended
him and named this homeless stray Stubby. When the Division got orders to ship to France, Conroy
smuggled Stubby aboard the SS Minnesota. The story continues that the dog charmed his way into the
good graces of the commanding officers when discovered and, by the time the troops disembarked, Stubby
was the 102nd Infantry‟s unofficial mascot.
Stubby saw action in four military offensives and 17 battles and received critical wounds during one
chemical attack. When recovered, his heightened sensitivity gave him the ability to sniff out mustard
gas. From that point on he alerted soldiers about impending gas attacks, thus saving countless lives. With
his ability to discern English from German, Stubby located and comforted wounded Americans on the
battlefield. After helping subdue a German spy, Stubby was promoted to the rank of Sergeant, the first dog
to be promoted in combat. He received numerous medals for his many acts of heroism, earning Stubby the
designation as the most decorated dog in U.S. Army history. He died in 1926, and is currently featured as
part of the “Price of Freedom” exhibit in the National Museum of American History.
On April 13th, Fun Academy Motion Pictures will be releasing the animated feature film Sgt. Stubby: An
American Hero, http://www.stubbymovie.com/, to relate the story of this renowned stray dog, and to
highlight the important role rescue animals play in society.
In recognition of Stubby‟s ultimate zero-to-hero story, PETS will not only be whole-heartedly supporting
the release of this family film but will be hosting the three-day Adoption Event “Every Dog is a Hero” on
April 13, 14 and 16 at the Tehama County Animal Care Center, 1830 Walnut St., Red Bluff, 527-3439.
During this mega event, every dog can be adopted at an amazing reduced rate of $30.00. The spay/neuter,
rabies vaccination and microchip fees are sponsored by PETS
In addition, PETS would like you to show us how remarkable your pet is by entering our Sgt. Stubby LookA-Like Contest. All you have to do is submit a photo of one of your pets that you feel resembles Sgt. Stubby
to us via email (petstehama@gmail.com), or post the picture directly to our Facebook page
(https://www.facebook.com/PETSTehama ), from now until April 17, 2018. All pictures will be eligible for
voting until April 20th. Everyone can vote by going to the Look-A-Like gallery album on the PETS
Facebook page and give the favorite photo a like, comment and also a share to receive more votes. The
winner will be announced via Facebook on April 21, 2018. The grand prize winner will receive a fun-filled
basket of entertainment items for the whole family, both humans and canines.
“While Sgt. Stubby is entertainment for the entire family, it also shares an important, life-altering message
about animal adoption,” says producer-director Richard Lanni of Fun Academy Motion Pictures. “When
you adopt a pet, you get back as much as you give”. All of us at PETS and the Tehama County Animal Care
Center couldn‟t agree more. Therefore, we encourage you to visit the Center where we know you will find a
“Hero” to adopt.

PETS: Knowing when it’s time to let go
POSTED: 03/24/18

There is a time in life to hold on, and a time to let go. Matt Weinstein, in his book “Dogs Don‟t Bite When a
Growl Will Do,” said it best. ”In all sorts of situations in our lives… our work, our relationships, and yes,

even in matters of life and death…there will be times to hold on and times to let go. Our challenge is to do
all that we can to wisely determine which is which…”
For those of us who believe our pets are part of our family, deciding when to “let go” is among one of the
hardest decisions we will ever have to make. It is, without a doubt, the ultimate anguish we must endure
for our adored companions. How, then, do we help our furry friends without letting our own longings and
attachments prevent us from doing what is the best for them? We begin by realistically determining
whether our decision is based on our own wants and needs, or theirs.
When we talk about “quality of life,” we are discussing more than just an absence of suffering. The concern
is how the pet is living its day-to-day life. The quality of an animal‟s life, just like yours, is defined by its
overall well-being, both physical and mental. It is also important to remember that the measurement of
quality for different pets is extremely varied. What may be considered a poor quality of life for one may be
deemed quite appropriate for another.
In order to help those having difficulty in making an end-of-life decision, Dr. Alice Villalobos, DVM,
DPNAP, a renowned veterinary oncologist, developed a “Quality of Life Scale,” also called the HHHHHMM
Scale. This list of letters stands for Hurt, Hunger, Hydration, Hygiene, Happiness, Mobility, and More
Good Days Than Bad. Each of the categories is scored from 1 to 10, with 10 being the best. A score above 5
in each category, or an overall score greater than 35, suggests that the quality of life of the animal is
acceptable. Unless a pet is seriously injured and the decision must be an immediate one, it is important to
take the time to ask and answer the following questions. Honest answers will help determine how good the
pet‟s quality of life is.
HURT- Is he in chronic severe pain that cannot be controlled with medication? Adequate pain control,
including the ability to breathe properly, is imperative. Does he have trouble breathing? Does he need
oxygen?
HUNGER — Has he stopped eating and does he have to be force-fed? Is he eating enough? Does hand
feeding help? Does he need a feeding tube?
HYDRATION — Is he constantly vomiting or having diarrhea? Is he dehydrated? Does his fluid intake need
to be supplemented with subcutaneous fluids?
HYGIENE — Can he be kept brushed and cleaned? Is his coat matted? Is he situated properly so that he
won‟t have to lie in his own soil after elimination?
HAPPINESS — Does he recognize me, and the rest of our family? Does he still have energy and enjoy his
favorite activities, toys, etc.? Has my pet‟s personality changed dramatically? Is he depressed, lonely,
anxious, bored or afraid? Can his isolation be reduced by bringing him closer to the family?
MOBILITY — Is he able to get up and move around enough to satisfy his normal desires? Does he feel like
going out for a walk? Is he showing Central Nervous System signs, seizures or stumbling? Can he be taken
outdoors or helped into the litter box to eliminate with assistance? Will a harness, a sling or cart help? Is
medication helping?
MORE GOOD DAYS THAN BAD — Are most of my pet‟s days good? If the bad days outnumber the good
days, then the pet‟s quality of life might be compromised. When a healthy human-animal bond is no longer
possible, the end may be most likely near. When your companion is suffering, it is time to make a decision.
Remember, no one knows your pet better than you do. You have learned to communicate with him. Listen
to what your pet is saying through their actions, vocalization and body language, and then trust in what
your heart is telling you. In addition, do not hesitate to seek out your veterinarian for advice. While your
veterinarian cannot, and most likely will not, make the decision for you, he can provide very helpful
guidance. After all, he probably knows your pet quite well, too.

Lastly, ask yourself one more question. Would I want to be here today, to experience this day the way my
cherished companion is? Letting go takes courage. It is never easy, but it is also the ultimate expression of
the love and devotion we have for our treasured friend.
There are programs and organizations that provide assistance and resources to help. One is The
Association for Pet Loss and Bereavement (http://www.aplb.org/index.php).

PETS: Celebrating Ireland’s animals for St.
Patrick’s Day
POSTED: 03/17/18

As the saying goes, everybody is Irish on St. Patrick‟s Day. Even though the day is typically spent
celebrating the nation of Ireland and its people, it is also a good time to celebrate some of its other local
inhabitants, the animals.
According to legend, Ireland has no wild snakes because St. Patrick scared them off. One theory is that
since snakes often represent evil in many writings, when St. Patrick drove the snakes out, symbolically it is
inferring that he drove the evil, pagan ways out of Ireland. However, real snakes or not, he did miss one
little reptile. Although this small creature is found throughout the United Kingdom, the common lizard is
the only species of reptile native to Ireland.
Human Irish redheads, known for their carefree personalities, were not the only ones to come from the
Emerald Isles. The canine Irish Setter, whose beautiful flame-colored coat matches his flamboyant
personality, was originally bred for hunting in Ireland. As gorgeous as this animal is with its red hair, it was
not always a solid color. The earliest records, written during the mid-17th century, refer to a red and white
setting dog, but when dog shows came along in the 19th century, dark, solid-red dogs became the
fashion. A result of combining the best traits of several breeds, which include the English Setter, the
Pointer, the Irish Terrier and the Irish Water Spaniel, this dog took to pointing easily. With a naturally
strong olfactory sense, this canine is able to sniff out birds from great distances, track location and then
freeze in place indicating the direction where they are.
The Irish Water Spaniel, developed to retrieve waterfowl, has proven itself so versatile that it probably can
do almost anything except, perhaps, dance an Irish jig. There is evidence, at sites in Ireland, of Irish Water
Spaniel-type remains going back as far as the 7th and 8th centuries AD. In Irish folklore, it is believed to be
a descendant of the Dobhar-chú, a water hound resembling a dog and otter whose fur has protective
properties. Irish Water Spaniels, in the late 1100‟s, were known as Shannon Spaniels, Rat-Tail Spaniels, or
Whip-Tail Spaniels, which Gaelic hunters viewed as “Beannaithe” (Blessed). However, the dog who has the
best claim to being the first modern Irish Water Spaniel was named Boatswain. He lived from 1834 to
1852.
Known for its striking blue coat, the Kerry Blue Terrier, also known as the Irish Blue Terrier, hails from
Ireland‟s County Kerry, where the breed was developed more than a century ago to do everything from
herding sheep and cattle to hunting and retrieving small game and birds. A romantic story exists of a blue
dog swimming ashore from a shipwreck, and the coat was so lovely that it was mated with all the female
Wheaten Terriers in Kerry, thus producing the Kerry Blue. Rumor has it that Michael Collins, leading
figure in the Irish struggle for independence, attempted to have to have the Kerry Blue Terrier adopted as
the national dog of Ireland.
The Irish Mountain Hare is one of Ireland‟s longest established indigenous species of mammal. The Irish
Hare is the only species of lagomorph native to the island of Ireland. Carbon dating of cave fossils show
that hares were present in Ireland as far back as 30,000 BP (years before present). The species is believed
to have continuously inhabited Ireland since before the last ice age. Unlike rabbits, they do not burrow
underground but occupy surface dens known as forms, which are sheltered areas of flattened vegetation

under heather and long grass. Their long back legs help them reach speeds of almost 50kph
(approximately 31mph), making them Northern Ireland‟s fastest land mammal.
Another animal originating from the County Kerry is the Kerry Bog Pony. During the 17th and
18th centuries, much of the population had small farms. Only the wealthier could afford to keep a pony for
both transport and to work the farm. In addition, under the Penal Laws, Catholics were not allowed to
keep a horse worth more than £5.00, which ensured the use of these lesser valued small ponies. The ponies
would work as pack and cart horses for transporting peat and kelp. At a mere 10 to 12 hands (40-to 48
inches), the breed developed an unusual gait, which helped it navigate through the bogs, around soft spots
and over rocks often in wet and windy weather. The ponies were known for their ability to survive in harsh
conditions and their strength relative to their small size. The Irish Government recognized the Kerry Bog
Pony in 2002, as the Heritage Pony breed of Ireland.
In closing on this St. Paddy‟s Day… “St. Patrick was a gentleman — Who through strategy and stealth —
Drove all the snakes from Ireland — Here‟s toasting to his health — But not too many toastings — Lest you
lose yourself and then- Forget the good St. Patrick — And see all those snakes again.”

PETS: What to do when a pet eats
something poisonous
POSTED: 03/10/18,

Has your pet ever eaten something poisonous? If they have, it can be quite frightening because you know
many items can be potentially lethal. When a pet is poisoned, rapid action and correct advice are critical to
the pet‟s well-being.
The first thing to do is identify what your pet either ate or was exposed to. Even if your pet appears to be
fine, immediately call either your veterinarian, the Pet Poison Helpline (855-764-7661) or the ASPCA
Poison Control Center (888-426-4435). They can determine if the item is toxic. Do not give anything to
your pet unless instructed to by a veterinarian. If it is decided that medical care is necessary take the
animal, without delay, to your veterinarian or the closest veterinary emergency facility.
According to the Animal Poison Control Center, in 2016 nearly 17% of all cases had to do with an animal
ingesting human medication. It is extremely important to keep all prescription and over-the-counter
medications, even those in childproof bottles, out of harm‟s way. Closed cabinets, not easily accessed by
prying paws, are the best for storage.
Drugs containing acetaminophen (e.g. Tylenol), NSAIDs (e.g. Advil, Aleve and Motrin) and antidepressants
such as Prozac and Paxil are examples of medications that can be lethal, even in small quantities. Pets can
also incur vitamin toxicity, especially with iron, Vitamin D and alpha-lipoic acid. Additionally, there have
been several cases involving xylitol poisoning from sugar-free multi-vitamins. Supervise anyone who may
require assistance taking medications, in order to prevent pills from being dropped and easily accessed by
pets. As a last note, do not think it is cute to get your pet “stoned.” Narcotics, including marijuana, can
create a life-threatening risk to your pet.
Veterinary products accounted for 9.3% of 2016‟s cases. Over-the-counter supplements for joints and
prescription pain medications were the largest portion of these cases, simply because they are
manufactured to be “tasty treats” to make it easier to give them to Fido. Unfortunately, this means that
pets do find them enticing to eat. As an example, recently one of our gluttonous pooches ate an extra dose
of heartworm medication when another dog spit it out. Thankfully, it didn‟t mean a mad rush to the vet.
Household products like paint, glue, and cleaning supplies contribute to tens of thousands of poison cases
each year.

The key to safety lies in following the directions for proper use and storage. If the label warns, “keep pets
and children away from area until dry,” follow the guidelines. Products containing bleach can cause
stomach upset, vomiting, diarrhea or severe burns if swallowed, and respiratory tract irritation if inhaled.
In addition, skin contact with concentrated solutions can produce serious chemical burns. Mothballs,
potpourri oils, fabric softener sheets, dishwashing detergent, batteries, cigarettes, and hand and foot
warmers are also potentially deadly to pets.
Automotive products such as gasoline, oil, and antifreeze should be secured away from inquisitive mouths.
Antifreeze in any amount is lethal to dogs and cats. While antifreeze products containing propylene glycol
are less toxic than those containing ethylene glycol, they can still be quite hazardous to pets. In addition,
other substances typically stored in the garage include insecticides, fertilizers and weed killers, which can
threaten your pet‟s health if ingested.
Interestingly, the total number of insecticide cases has steadily decreased in recent years, perhaps due to
the increase in organic gardening, but that does not mean they are safe. When applying any agents outside,
be sure to keep your pet away for the manufacturer‟s recommended time. If they are exposed to chemicals
or granules that adhere to their body, they may lick it them, resulting in serious problems.
Mice and rats are problematic, but the poisons can be just as toxic to pets as they are to the pests they are
supposed to kill. In 2016, nearly 5.5% of all cases were from rodenticides. Only one type of mouse poison
has an antidote, the rest do not and are much more difficult to treat. Remember, too, that a poisoned
rodent carcass is a serious hazard, as well.
Certain foods can be potentially deadly to pets. I recommend that you commit the following list to memory:
alcoholic drinks, avocados, chocolate, coffee grounds, any fatty foods, tea, macadamia nuts, moldy or
spoiled foods, onions, garlic, raisins and grapes, table salt, yeast-based dough, and any food product
containing xylitol, which is an artificial sweetener.
They may be pretty, but both indoor and outdoor plants, along with bouquets, can be poisonous to your
pets. Be sure to understand the toxicity of them before putting them in or around your house. Some of the
most common include certain types of lilies, oleander, tulip/narcissus bulbs, cyclamen, chrysanthemums,
English ivy, philodendron, hibiscus, hydrangea, rhubarb leaves and certain varieties of mushrooms.
Accidents will happen, so it is best to be prepared. For more information regarding poisonous substances
go to the Pet Poison Helpline (http://www.petpoisonhelpline.com/) and the ASPCA
(https://www.aspca.org/pet-care/animal-poison-control).

PETS: Canine influenza is highly contagious
POSTED: 03/03/18,

Canine Influenza, or dog flu, is highly contagious and can affect any breed, age, sex, or health status of dog.
Per IDEXX Laboratories, as of February 22, 2018, there have been more than 490 identified, positive cases
of H3N2 Canine Influenza in California (including 85 in Reno, Nevada) since December 27, 2017. Close to
100% of all exposed dogs become infected because they have no natural immunity to this new virus and,
since it is relatively new, many guardians may be unaware of the serious threat it poses to not only to their
own dogs, but to others as well.
Did I say dog flu is highly contagious? Did I say it was a serious threat? If you trust those in the know, like
the veterinary community, then I cannot emphasize enough that you need to pay attention to what they
have to say.
Again, almost all dogs are susceptible to canine flu infection. Dogs that visit public places and come in
contact with either other dogs, or the people who do, have a much higher risk for infection than dogs and
their guardians who remain more isolated. The virus is spread through respiratory secretions, such as
coughing, barking, licking and sneezing of infected dogs. Thus, uninfected dogs can be infected through:
direct contact with other dogs; contact with contaminated objects like clothing, food and water bowls,

shared toys and various surfaces; and contact with people handling infected dogs. What that means is that
any area where dogs gather is a potential source for infection, such as dog parks and trails, doggy day cares,
groomers, pet stores, boarding facilities, vet clinic visits, dog sporting and show events, training classes,
etc.
The virus can survive on skin and hands for 12 hours, on clothing for 24 hours, and on surfaces for up to 48
hours. It takes about 2 to 4 days after exposure (the incubation period) for symptoms to develop. The
disease can spread quite rapidly because infected dogs are most contagious during this asymptomatic
incubation period. About 80% of infected dogs will develop respiratory signs, while the other 20% will
remain healthy but continue to spread the infection. Infected dogs can continue to spread the disease for
up to 20-24 days past the onset of clinical signs.
In most dogs, the signs of infection are similar to “kennel cough” and may include a low-grade fever, a
moist (productive) or dry, honking cough, discharge from the nose or eyes, decreased appetite, lack of
energy and activity. 10 to 20% of dogs may develop secondary infections that may progress to a more
serious illness and pneumonia. Critically ill dogs may even die from the ensuing complications. If your dog
displays any of these signs, be sure to contact your veterinarian immediately. Puppies, older dogs, pregnant
dogs, dogs that are immunocompromised, or those that have short, flat faces (brachycephalic breeds) are at
particular risk for the virus.
Prevention is the best approach to limit the spread of this disease. Our pets are part of our family and it is
as important to protect them as you would protect your other family members from harm. Guardians
should not bring their dogs to places where there are other dogs if they are coughing or showing any of the
other symptoms, and for three weeks after they recover. In addition, avoid exposing your dog to an
obviously ill dog. Be sure to launder your clothing, wash any equipment used and wash your hands
thoroughly after exposure to other dogs. Use an alcohol-based hand sanitizer if soap and water are
unavailable. In addition, routine cleaning of your dog‟s food and water bowls and toys with soap and water
may help prevent the spread of any disease. Keep your furry friend in good health. A strong immune
system is your dog‟s best defense against any possible infections.
Canine influenza vaccine is considered a “lifestyle” vaccine, meaning the decision to vaccinate is based on a
dog‟s risk of exposure. It is recommended for dogs at risk of exposure due to their increased exposure to
other dogs, such as boarding, attending social events with dogs present, and visiting dog parks. Guardians
should contact their veterinarian to determine whether a vaccination is necessary.
To date, there is no evidence of transmission of canine influenza virus from dogs to people. However, as a
common rule to follow, it is wise for immunocompromised people, the elderly, young children and
pregnant women to avoid contact with any animal that is ill. It has been reported that cats have been
infected by dogs, and that guinea pigs and ferrets can become infected with the H3N2 virus. There is also
evidence that cat-to-cat transmission is possible. Cats infected with H3N2 virus show symptoms of upper
respiratory illness, including a runny nose, congestion, malaise, lip smacking and excessive salivation.
If you would like to learn more and get answers to some of the most common questions, the following sites
provide current information: CDC — Key Facts About Canine Influenza
(www.cdc.gov/flu/canineflu/keyfacts.htm), Canine Influenza: Pet Owners‟ Guide
(www.avma.org/public/PetCare/Pages/CanineInfluenza.aspx); and Merck Animal Health
(www.dogflu.com).

PETS: Don’t forget National Dog Biscuit Day
POSTED: 02/24/18

If your dog could speak, I bet he would scold you for forgetting a celebration near and dear to his heart. Yes
folks, it would be National Dog Biscuit Day (also known as International Dog Biscuit Appreciation Day)
which occurs every February 23rd. While you may not have the same fondness for these canine treats as
your dog does, you can bet Fido is a true connoisseur of the biscuits.

Dog biscuits, or “Dog‟s bread,” has been talked about since the first century AD. In Spain, “pan de perro”
was mentioned as early as 1623. To “give dog‟s bread” to someone would mean murdering them with a
special bread (zarazas), made with ground glass, poison and needles. It was originally intended to kill dogs.
Dog bread intended to feed, not kill, the pooches was made with bran. In France, Charles Estienne wrote in
1598: “Take no notice of bran bread... it is better to leave it for the hunting, or shepherd, or watch dogs.” By
the early nineteenth century, “pain de chien (bread of dog)” had become a way of referring to stale or
moldy, low-quality bread unfit for human consumption.
By most accounts, in the mid-1800s a man named James Spratt, an electrician from Cincinnati, while
traveling to England, saw starving stray dogs eating discarded hardtack, the cheap, tough biscuits carried
on ships and known to sailors as “molar breakers”. Wanting to help the mongrels, he came up with an idea
for “dog cakes”, a mixture comprised of wheat, beetroot, vegetables, and beef blood. In 1860, while still in
England, Spratt began selling his “Meat Fibrine Dog Cakes”.
It was not until 1907 when an American, Carleton Ellis, inventor of today‟s margarine, at the request of a
slaughterhouse owner who was looking for something to do with the waste milk, devised a recipe for a
milk-based dog biscuit. Rumor has it that Ellis‟s dog was quite unimpressed with the concoction until it
was baked into the shape of a bone. The following year, a baker named F.H. Bennett began manufacturing
the biscuits. Bennett decided to stress milk as a nutritious ingredient and changed the original name of
“Malatoid Dog Biscuits” to „Milk-Bone‟ in 1915. The Milk-Bone dog biscuit brand was then acquired
by Nabisco and dominated the market until the late 1960s. In fact, during most of this time, it was the only
commercially available dog biscuit. In the early 1970s, a number of other manufacturers began competing
for dog biscuit sales. The result of that fierce competition is seen in the hundreds of different products now
available, and $480 million a year in sales.
Whether the biscuit is used as a reward for good behavior, as a training tool, to hide pills, to clean teeth or
just to show how much we care, there is no denying that the dogs adore them and the multitude of varieties
available in stores is mindboggling. However, if you have the inclination, making your own dog treats can
be something fun to do, especially if you like to bake. Just remember that not all of the recipes for
homemade treats are beneficial to canine health, so be sure to check with your veterinarian if you are
unsure about what ingredients to use. One advantage to making your own is that you can control what goes
into the recipe, since many of the commercial biscuits contain additives, preservatives and fillers that have
no nutritional value.
Even though your dog‟s eager tail wagging and soulful looks can tempt you into giving him more treats
than necessary, be sure not to overdo it. Remember, dog biscuits were not designed to replace meals. Like
us, extra “sweets” can cause the calories to add up fast, so be sure to limit them, otherwise Rover will
become another obese dog statistic.
Here‟s some “biscuit” trivia you might enjoy. On July 8, 2011, Hampshire Pet Products in Joplin, Missouri,
made the largest dog biscuit on record. It weighed 617 pounds and was 3.8 feet wide, 19 feet long and 1.63
inches deep. Ten bakers baked it to commemorate the company‟s ten year anniversary and, when the
celebration was over, it was broken into pieces and given to the dogs at the Humane Society in Joplin. The
Oxford English Dictionary informs us that “dog biscuit,” in 1925, was military slang for army
mattresses. Lastly, the European Patent Register of worldwide patents includes 76 dog biscuit-related
patents. Among those included are a fire hydrant-shaped dog biscuit baking tray, a biscuit “for controlling
malodorous breath in dogs” and a deodorant dog biscuit.
If you really want to get out of the dog house with your canine companion for ignoring this special
“holiday,” give him his favorite biscuit. After all, we all know he deserves it.

PETS: Animal hoarding a problem here in
Tehama County

POSTED: 02/17/18

Recently the Tehama County Animal Care Center had a large influx of dogs due to a hoarding situation.
Unfortunately, it is an occurrence that happens much too frequently. For those of us who want to take
home every cute kitten or dog we see, the question becomes, how many pets are too many before we are
deemed a hoarder?
Animal hoarding is an extremely complex issue that encompasses a person‟s mental health, the animal‟s
welfare, law enforcement and the public‟s safety. According to the Hoarding of Animals Research
Consortium‟s website (https://vet.tufts.edu/hoarding/), animal hoarding contains these characteristics:
failure to provide even minimal standards of nutrition, sanitation, shelter, and veterinary care for animals;
inability to recognize the impact of the failure on the welfare of the animals, the human occupants of the
household, and the environment; obsessive attempts to accumulate or maintain a collection of animals in
the face of progressively deteriorating conditions; and denial of problems and living conditions for people
and animals. As we can see, „too many‟ does not have anything to do with a “set in stone” number, but it
does have to do with an individual‟s resources and their ability to care for each individual animal.
Animal hoarders believe they are helping their animals and are blind to the fact that the animals are
suffering under their care. They have the ability to garner sympathy and to deceive others into thinking the
situation is under control. Hoarding knows no age, gender or socioeconomic boundaries, but the elderly
who live alone may be more at risk. Hoarders may be people who, by outward appearances, seem quite
functional and with good jobs.
Sometimes hoarders will masquerade as an animal rescue facility. Any legitimate shelter or rescue
organization recognizes when the capacity to provide proper care is surpassed. They will take the necessary
steps — such as stopping intake, increasing resources, etc. — to ensure that quality care is always
given. Legitimate animal welfare organizations are transparent. Some indications that a “rescue” might be
a hoarding situation are: the rescue is unwilling to let visitors see where animals are kept; the rescue will
not disclose the number of animals in its care, and makes little or no effort to have the animals adopted;
animals are continually accepted, despite the poor condition of existing animals; and legitimate shelters
and rescue organizations are viewed with hostility.
California law prohibits conduct that qualifies as animal abuse. Some of these specific laws address the
confining of animals in such a manner that they become injured and/or have no access to food or water.
The California penal code prohibits an animal from being deprived of proper food, drink, or shelter and
protection from the weather. Hoarders are what is known as “unintentional” animal abusers and, whether
or not the abuse is unintentionally done, it is still animal cruelty, and it is our duty to help those that
cannot help themselves.
Once you notice signs of hoarding, it is vital to the animals‟ welfare that you report it immediately to the
local authorities. In the city limits of Red Bluff, call the Red Bluff Police Department, 527-3131. In the city
limits of Corning, call the Corning Police Department, 824-7000. Anywhere in Tehama County other than
the above locations, call the Tehama County Sheriff‟s Office, 529-7900 ext. 1. Clues that may indicate
someone is an animal hoarder are: there are numerous animals that are emaciated, ill, and not socialized;
the home and surrounding property has deteriorated ; there is a strong smell of ammonia, and floors and
property may be covered with dried feces, urine, vomit, etc.; fleas and vermin are present; the individual is
isolated and appears to be negligent in caring for himself, and will assert that all the animals are fine even
though it is apparent that they are being neglected, too.
Because hoarding cases often involve numerous animals, the expense of providing food, housing, and
veterinary care for animals seized can easily burden our local shelter and rescue organizations. There are
many ways you can help. Donate supplies or money, both will be in short supply. Volunteer your time to
help clean cages, socialize animals, walk dogs, transport , etc. Offer to be a foster home for animals that
need special medical care or more “hands-on” emotional care. The bottom line is, the more resources
acquired, the greater the assistance the organizations can provide to the animals involved.

For those of you that decide to adopt a “hoarded”dog, Best Friends has a helpful manual “Understanding
and Caring for Rescued Hoarded Dogs” at https://bestfriends.org/resources/understanding-and-caringrescued-hoarded-dogs . The Seattle Humane has information on adopting a “hoarded” cat at
https://www.seattlehumane.org/sites/default/files/feeds/Adopting%20a%20Hoarded%20Cat.pdf .
If you think someone you know is animal-hoarding, do not hesitate to call the local law enforcement
agencies, the animal shelter, an animal rescue group or a veterinarian to begin the process of getting the
animals the help they need. Their lives are depending on you

PETS: Get ready for the Year of the Dog
POSTED: 02/10/18

Chinese New Year, on February 16, marks the beginning of the Year of the Dog and will end on February 4,
2019, when the Year of the Pig begins. The twelve-year cycle used in Southeast Asia and referred to as the
“Chinese zodiac” associates each year with real and mythological animals.
There are many variations to the myth of which animals made it into the Zodiac and in what order. Some
say the Jade Emperor, ruler of all gods, hosted a race of animals on his birthday. There could only be
twelve winners and in order to win, the animals had to cross a swift river to reach the finish line.
Originally, the Cat and the Rat, who were also the worst swimmers, were best friends. Together, they
planned to ride the Ox across the river together, knowing the Ox was used to crossing the water and would
probably finish first. The generous Ox agreed to carry both. However, the Rat was so eager to win that he
pushed the Cat into the river. The Cat never forgave the Rat for losing his opportunity to win the race and
that is why cats hate water and hunt rats every time they get a chance! In addition, when the Ox and Rat
arrived on shore, the Rat jumped in front thus becoming the first animal of the zodiac.
Though he was a great swimmer, the Dog arrived late. The reason he claimed the eleventh place in the race,
he told the Emperor, was that he had not bathed for some time and, because the sun had heated the water,
he spent a great deal of time enjoying his bath in the warm waters.
The respect for dogs is perhaps most obvious in the myths of some of China‟s ethnic groups. For instance,
the Southern Yao and She minorities worship a dog called Panhu. According to one of the myths, Panhu
was a dog who belonged to the Emperor Ku, who slew an enemy army general. Marriage to the emperor‟s
daughter, whom he carried to the southern China mountains, was the dog‟s reward. Panhu, often referred
to as King Pan, is the reason the Yao and She minorities forbid the eating of dog meat.
Although the dog was revered in ancient Chinese society, it did have some negative associations attached.
It was believed that solar and lunar eclipses were caused by a hungry flying black dog called Tiangou
(Heavenly Dog), trying to devour the sun or moon. During those times, the people would beat drums, ring
gongs and use firecrackers to make a lot of noise to scare him away. Luckily, Tiangou spit the sun/moon
out when his arch-enemy Zhang Xian, the Chinese god of childbirth and a great archer, fired his arrows at
him.
People born in the Year of the Dog are usually honest, loyal, trustworthy, kind, and friendly, qualities often
associated with dogs. They are protective, generous in their love and have a strong sense of justice. They
are also intuitive, a good judge of character, and are able to figure out human nature almost instantly. Like
the animal itself, they are homebodies who care deeply for their families above all else. However, the year
of one‟s zodiac sign is traditionally the most unlucky year with trouble and danger lurking at every corner.
For those that are interested, the Years of the Dog include 1922, 1934, 1946, 1958, 1970, 1982, 1994, 2006,
2018, etc. There are many internet sites referencing this year‟s Chinese New Year. One with a wealth of
information is https://chinesenewyear2018.com/
The general belief is that dog is man‟s friend who not only understands the human spirit, but also obeys its
master, whether he is wealthy or not. A Chinese saying highlighting the faithfulness of the dog translated is
„a dog would not mind if its master is poor, a son would not mind if his mother is ugly.‟ Dogs symbolize

good luck to the Chinese. For example, if a stray dog approaches a home, it means that good fortune is
coming to the family. Again, in ancient China, people would predict good or bad luck according to the
amount of times a dog barked a warning when intruders were near.
In closing, the greeting most frequently heard during this time actually is bestowing the wish that your
recipient becomes wealthy in the year ahead. It is Gong Xi Fa Cai (Mandarin), pronounced gong she fa tsai,
or Gong Hey Fat Choy (Cantonese). Gong Xi is congratulations or respectfully wishing one joy. Fa Cai is to
become rich or to make money. Thus, Gong Xi Fa Cai means wishing you to be prosperous in the coming
year. But it is better to say “Happy Chinese New Year” to strangers or acquaintances using xin nian (new
year) kuai le (happy) in Mandarin, pronounced shin nee-an kwai le (as in the French le). For friends and
family use a shorted version, which is xin nian (new year) hao (good), which is pronounced shin nee-an
how.

PETS: Parvo is rampant in Tehama County
POSTED: 02/03/18

Recently I read a Facebook posting by one of our wonderful local rescue groups, Deserving Pets Rescue. In
it they gave their statistics for 2017. Last year they took in a total of 150 animals and, out of those, 19 were
hospitalized and treated for Parvo. For a small community, it is a rather large number.
Canine parvovirus type 2 (CPV2), also known as Parvo, is not only the most widespread infectious disease
of dogs in the United States, but it is also extremely rampant in Tehama County. Highly contagious,
exceptionally hardy, and often fatal, it will cause unimaginable anguish to owners and dogs, alike.
According to the American Veterinary Medical Association, “The virus is spread by direct dog-to-dog
contact and contact with contaminated feces (stool), environments, or people… It is resistant to heat, cold,
humidity, and drying, and can survive in the environment for long periods of time… The virus is readily
transmitted from place to place on the hair or feet of dogs or via contaminated shoes, or other objects.”
A dog can develop the disease when he licks, sniffs, or has contact with any person, animal, or object that
has contacted the excrement of an infected dog. Therefore, anywhere a diseased dog empties its bowels is
the perfect avenue for you to bring home the virus. Highly resistant, this nasty bug can survive on
inanimate objects such as shoes, floors, tires, etc. for months.
To survive parvo, the secret is rapid treatment. Do not delay seeking immediate veterinary assistance if
your dog, especially a puppy, begins exhibiting symptoms. After 3-7 days from being exposed, one or all of
the following symptoms will appear.
The dog becomes lethargic and possibly feverish. If the dog usually has high energy, this is the one of the
surest signs that something is amiss. A loss of appetite occurs. The dog will have vomiting and bloody foulsmelling diarrhea. The vomiting and diarrhea are the most dangerous, because they quickly lead to
extreme fluid loss which results in dehydration and malnutrition. Shock and death subsequently occur.
There are no effective antiviral drugs, so the dog‟s own immune system must generate the cure. Any
treatments given are strictly supportive, so the animal is kept alive long enough for his immune response to
generate. Expect that, if the dog is to recover, he will be in intensive care, with at least a 5-7 day stay at
significant expense. Most deaths from parvovirus occur within 48 to 72 hours following the onset of clinical
signs. If your puppy or dog shows any of these signs, you should not delay and contact your veterinarian
immediately.
Parvo will affect most members of the dog family, but it will not infect humans. The most vulnerable
targets are young puppies with underdeveloped immune systems, and unvaccinated older dogs that have
compromised immune systems. Doberman Pinschers, German Shepherds, Pit Bulls, Labrador Retrievers
and Rottweilers, as well as other black and tan breeds, seem to be particularly prone to parvo, with a lower
chance of recovery than any other breed. It is also worth mentioning that the new, remarkably virulent

strain of parvovirus (CPV-2c), discovered in the year 2000, is able to infect cats. Cats, however, if
vaccinated against feline distemper, are considered protected.
Treatment focuses on supportive care, but despite a veterinarian‟s best efforts and thousands of dollars, the
animal may not survive. The best way to protect your dog is to adhere to the schedule of vaccinations
determined by your veterinarian. In addition, do not allow your dog to be with other dogs or go to areas
where other dogs have been until 2 weeks after they have had their last vaccination. For anyone who has a
puppy/dog who has not had a full schedule of vaccinations, the mantra should be “No paws on the
ground”.
Always adopt from a reputable source. Also, if you are unsure if the dog is current on vaccinations, or
presents with any symptoms, I cannot say it enough, “Please see a veterinarian immediately.” Remember,
parvo is a killer and an ounce of prevention is worth a pound of cure.

PETS: Are you a cat person or a dog person?
POSTED: 01/27/18,

As many are already aware, during the year there are numerous animal related holidays and celebrations.
January is no exception. Among the observances is January 25, National Opposite Day. It is unclear who
created this day and why, but rumor is the holiday is based on a children‟s game, where they ask each other
silly questions and then reverse the answers. Some people claim that there is no way to celebrate the day
due to the Opposite Day Paradox, meaning that it cannot really exist. If you claim that a day is Opposite
Day then, according to the rules of the day, the truth would have to be the opposite of what you just said,
which means Opposite Day cannot exist. However, I digress.
A common question that people ask is, “are you a cat person or a dog person?” Even though there is no
reason you cannot be both, there is a thought as to why this query comes up frequently. Cats and dogs have
“opposite” personalities and behaviors that lead to different relationships with their guardians. Some
would say that cats are typically more independent and cunning, while dogs are usually more social and
straightforward. In fact, ask a “cat person” what they think about dogs and you might hear, “Dogs slobber,
bark, and poop a lot”. The “dog people” may respond, “Cats do not show affection like a dog, plus there are
hairballs and that poopy litter box”.
I guess the one thing both do have in common is poop. Where they differ is where their Fido or Fluffy do
their “business” and how it is handled. Potty training for cats usually involves a bathroom, garage or some
other room where the scattering of enough cat litter to rival the Sahara Desert is not an issue and no one
has to watch said occurrence. For dog people, dog potty training is a public event that resembles getting a
human baby out of diapers. There is always a lot of fanfare, discussion, and celebration when “going potty”
succeeds and there are no accidents. However, I bet both groups would agree, whole-heartedly, that if all
cats and dogs could use the toilet on their own it would be much more newsworthy than anything lately
reported.
We all know that cat people are much better at handling rejection than dog people. Though there isn‟t
really any scientific data to corroborate this, anyone who has lived with both knows that when you pay
attention to a dog, he will stay by your side till hell freezes over. Pay the same attention to a cat and its
tolerance is measured in nano seconds. Let‟s face it, if you want to play with a cat, the cat doesn‟t want to,
unless it is on his terms and when you are fast asleep at 2:30 in the morning.
Royal Canin conducted a survey in 2013 to unveil the difference between cat people and dog people. They
discovered that personality traits may not be as stereotypical as believed. For instance, dog people may not
be as active as thought, and cat people may not be the homebodies they are depicted to be. It is interesting
to note that 59% of the respondents in the dog category identified with the English Bulldog. One can only
hope it was not with the hefty body, the wrinkled face and the distinctive pushed-in nose, but instead with
the laid back, easygoing personality. The cat owner respondents compared themselves to the Siamese,
which is highly intelligent and quite curious. Most Siamese want to be right in the middle of everything, to

which I can attest. If you have ever had a non-cat person over and have a Siamese, you know he will be the
person the cat will not leave alone. I wonder if the same is true about the cat people.
Reader‟s Digest published the results of a poll of more than 200,000 pet owners to determine if they were
dog people or cat people. Some of the results were quite entertaining, though I am not sure how useful the
information is. For example, dog lovers preferred Paul McCartney and cat people preferred George
Harrison of the Beatles. For those of you that do not know the Beatles, ask a grandparent. Additionally, dog
people were more likely to think of zoos as a happy place and cat people were more likely to send messages
on Twitter. That could explain why our president does not have a dog. Perhaps he ought to consider getting
a cat. Then the nation could breathe easier knowing he has a pet.
It said that dog people often have the same mannerisms that are associated with dogs. They tend to be
extroverted, social, eager to please and prefer the company of others rather than spending time alone. Cat
people tend to be introverted, curious, independent thinkers and enjoy being by themselves. Therefore, is it
possible to be both a cat person and a dog person? Well, of course it‟s possible and it even has a name. It is
called being bi-petual. Honest, I kid you not. The word was started by Jackson Galaxy, host of “My Cat
From Hell” on Animal Planet. According to the Urban Dictionary a bi-petual is a description of someone
who likes both cats and dogs.
So I guess I‟ll close this article with, “I am bi-petual and am proud of it and I refuse to stay in the closet
about my love of both dogs and cats.”
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

PETS: Shyness and fear no different for
animals
POSTED: 01/20/18

Merriam Webster defines shy as being “easily frightened, timid, or disposed to avoid a person or thing.”
Shyness in a person is that feeling of apprehension, lack of comfort, or awkwardness when around other
people. It is a feeling which commonly occurs in new or unfamiliar situations. Shy people often want to
connect with others, but do not know how, or cannot tolerate the anxiety that comes with interaction. It
isn‟t any different for animals.
The word “shy” is often used to describe cats and dogs who are fearful. That fear can come from many
different sources, such as new environments and situations, sudden movements, loud and unexpected
noises, strangers and anything else that might be unfamiliar. In the shelter, there are numerous “shy”
animals. As I often tell everyone, understand that these animals had their previous world turned upside
down and have been thrust into a place foreign to them. Many of the animals in shelters who appear to
be shy are actually stressed by the environment they find themselves in, and are simply scared and
confused. Some may prove to be outgoing and quite social once settled into a new home. Others may
remain shy and need structured, prolonged exposure to warm up to new people and situations.
If you decide to share your life and adopt an animal, whether it is shy or not, any dog or cat will need time
and assistance to feel comfortable in their new home. Most shy animals can be helped to gradually
improve. Nurturing a shy animal requires patience and is not for everybody, for they require guardians
who have compassion and perseverance. So please, if you are considering adopting a shy animal, determine
if your home would be suitable for it. If you have children who are too young to understand that they must
leave the animal alone, then you might want to rethink bringing home a scared dog or cat. If there are
adults in the house who believe in harsh “training” methods, then you might want to think twice about
bringing home not only a shy animal, but also any other pet.
A key to beginning the process of helping a pet get over its fears is to try to understand what they are trying

tell you. Reading the body language of the animal is critical in trying to help them. Most shy cats and dogs,
given the opportunity, will simply try to run away and go hide. Cats who are fearful may spit, hiss, swat,
scratch, puff their fur and tail, arch their back, flatten their ears, and swish their tail back and forth. Some
signs to determine if your dog is feeling fear are flattened ears, tail tucked between the hind legs, cowering,
lip licking and yawning. Other signs might include dilated pupils, drooling, excessive panting, pacing,
trembling, whining, barking and growling. Both cats and dogs may also lose control over bowel and
bladder functions. In addition, both may freeze and “shut down” when overwhelmed.
The best possible strategy is to let the animal progress at its own rate. Pushing a shy animal into situations
where they are afraid can make them even more fearful. Any kind of pressure usually makes things worse.
Let the animal hide if it needs to, investigate things, and come to you when it feels ready. Avoid as many
negative experiences as possible early-on. With time, the pet will bond to you and get used to its new home.
Do the pet a favor and provide a small area to call his own for the first few days or weeks away from the
normal hustle and bustle of the household. Fearful cats tend to prefer small spaces as large spaces are
overwhelming. Set up the cat in a quiet room. A laundry room or bathroom works well. He should have
access to food, water and a litter box. Offer a few toys, such as a catnip mouse and a ball to bat. In addition,
a synthetic pheromone diffuser will help the cat feel secure. For dogs a crate with a toy and comfy bedding
in a quiet area lets him adjust to his new surroundings slowly. It may take a bit, but eventually the animal,
cat or dog, will start exploring for longer and longer periods as its comfort levels rise.
Something else to consider is that other members of the shy animal‟s own species can be a strong asset in
helping the shy animal adjust. Some animals who are fearful with people will be quite comfortable as long
as another dog or cat “buddy” is there.
Having a shy dog or cat is not for everyone. It can be, at times, quite challenging. But take it from one who
has two “shy” dogs.

PETS: We learn by making mistakes
POSTED: 12/30/17

This year ends in a few short days. As 2018 begins, for many of us, it signifies a fresh start. Often the New Year is a time to
reflect on what we would like to accomplish during the coming days, and may involve regrets over perceived mistakes we
made during the past year.
For this year, I would like to echo the words of author Neil Gaiman who wrote, “I hope that in this year to come, you make
mistakes. Because if you are making mistakes, then you are making new things, trying new things, learning, living,
pushing yourself, changing yourself, changing your world. You‟re doing things you‟ve never done before, and more
importantly, you‟re Doing Something. So that‟s my wish for you, and all of us, and my wish for myself. Make New
Mistakes. Make glorious, amazing mistakes. Make mistakes nobody‟s ever made before. Don‟t freeze, don‟t stop, don‟t
worry that it isn‟t good enough, or it isn‟t perfect... Whatever it is you‟re scared of doing, Do it…”
One of my favorite books is “The Ten Trusts: What We Must Do to Care for the Animals We Love”, by Jane Goodall and
Marc Bekoff. In it, they list what we can do to help preserve and care for the animals in this world. The simple directives
are: “Rejoice that we are part of the animal kingdom. Respect all life. Open our minds to animals and learn from them.
Teach our children to respect and love nature. Be wise stewards of life on earth. Value and help preserve the sounds of
nature. Refrain from harming life in order to learn from it. Have the courage of our convictions. Praise and help those who
work for animals and the natural world. Act knowing we are not alone and live with hope.”
We should respect all life. Life has value and every animal deserves to be free from inhumane treatment. It has been
established that cruelty to animals eventually leads to cruelty to humans. If we make “mistakes” in showing more
compassion and empathy towards the animals with which we have contact, perhaps the way we treat our fellow man will
also become more compassionate and empathetic. By changing our actions, we can change the world.

We can open our minds and learn. The more we know, the better equipped we will be to help the animals and those
around us. If we make “mistakes” trying to increase our knowledge, by taking a class, reading a book, watching a
documentary or following news worthy animal-related topics, not only will we become better pet guardians, but we also
become valuable advocates for all animals. By learning, we can change the world.
We can be a voice for change. Our actions can make a difference. If we make “mistakes” speaking up for those who do not
have a voice, we can be responsible for changes in an animal‟s welfare. If you witness cruelty and neglect, inform the
authorities. Spread awareness about animal-related issues through social media, letters to the editor or your own blog. By
having the courage of conviction, we can change the world.
We can try to preserve what we love in nature. As part of us caring for animals, we must also respect the environments in
which we all live. If we make “mistakes” becoming more eco-friendly and conscious of harmful actions in natural settings,
then we will help to insure a more positive future for our and the animal‟s world. You, I, and our children may never
experience a world without an animal in it but, unless all of us are diligent now, the possibility can exist for future
generations. By being a guardian of life on earth, we can change the world.
We can praise and help those who work with animals. If we make “mistakes” trying to assist others, then we can make life
a bit better and more humane for living creatures. We can work with others to establish programs that will address such
issues as feral cats, pet over-population and how to supply food and medical care to pets for those who cannot afford
either. We can volunteer, foster or provide transport assistance at our local shelter or one of the many rescue
organizations in the area and ask what else we can do to be of service. We can acknowledge these groups and what great
deeds they are doing. We can let them know how the animal is doing if we adopted a pet from one them. They will
appreciate knowing how well and happy their former charges are. By getting involved and supporting animal welfare
organizations, we can change the world.
The New Year brings us another opportunity to make “mistakes”. This coming year, if we do make “mistakes”, we are
creating fresh and exciting ideas, programs, etc. If we do make “mistakes”, then we are learning and can share that
knowledge with others. If we do make “mistakes”, then we are pushing ourselves past comfortable boundaries and
challenging ourselves and others. If we do make “mistakes”, then we are living a life to its fullest potential and, in the
process, can save lives so they may do the same. By making “mistakes” we are doing things we have never done before and,
more importantly, we are doing something. By making “mistakes” we can effect a positive change in the world for us and
the animals in it. So, in 2018 and the years that follow, I ask that you go and make some glorious, fantastic, amazing
“mistakes.”

PETS: Don’t forget animals in this season of
giving
POSTED: 12/16/17

This past week in the opinion section of this paper, two columns discussed charitable giving. The first was
Bill Cornelius‟s column, “Appreciating the true meaning of Christmas.” In it he ended with, “My wish this
year is that each of you…will participate in one of the many Christmas giving programs.” The second article
was Tom Purcell‟s “Charitable giving is an American tradition.” The crux of the article was that average
individual Americans collectively “accounted for 72 percent of all charitable giving in 2016.” In addition,
this week, a volunteer with whom I have the immense pleasure of working posted on my Facebook page a
quote by Elizabeth Andrew, “Volunteers do not necessarily have the time; they have the heart.”
What, you might ask, does this have to do with a column about animals? Actually, it has a great deal to do
with animal welfare. While Mr. Cornelius‟ and Mr. Purcell‟s writings focus on helping less fortunate
humans, any living entity which does not have the ability to provide their own basic necessities for survival
(food, shelter from weather and predators, water and a place to raise young) is a life that requires
assistance. A life which could benefit from some form of charitable giving.
It is not unusual for any of us to think that we do not have enough time or money to get what we either
need or want. The constant financial, physical and emotional demands from work and family commitments
often leave us with our own meager resources for personal pleasures or additional pursuits. Even though I
agree that it can be difficult to find the money to give or the time to volunteer, for those on the receiving

end the benefits are monumental compared to what is contributed. You may believe that a few moments of
your time, or the spare change in your pocket, has no impact in the overall scheme of things, especially
with regard to animal welfare. However, over these past six years I have personally witnessed, due to the
combined actions of many, life improved for a vast number of animals. The examples this year alone are
staggering.
The people involved were not only from our immediate community, but spanned other counties and states.
I wish we could know the full names of all those involved, but even if we do not, we do know that they
charitably gave something, be it time, effort or financial aid.
Many lost animals were reunited with their guardians thanks to those who spent a few minutes to share the
posts of the missing on social media sites such as Facebook “530 Lost & Found Pets” and “Cody Alert.”
During the numerous and recent wild fires, individuals took to social media, again, to solicit disaster aid for
the animals within the devastated communities. Others transported the pet supplies donated to the areas
and families in need.
There were the volunteers who took the time and dedicated hours of effort for adoption, fundraising and
community events. They made phone calls, stapled packets together or filled giveaway bags and baskets to
be distributed. They handed out food, put up flyers, offered information or maybe just a comforting word
or two. Others chose to foster the puppies and kittens who required surrogate mothers, or the animals that
needed a place to recoup physically or emotionally. Even more came in regularly to the Tehama County
Animal Care Center to do what was and is necessary to promote the animals for adoption, to provide
exercise, training and modicum of comfort to the animals housed within. Some brought in extra supplies or
treats, while others came in with only their strong determination to assist in any way they could.
This year, the broken and battered hearts of a multitude of animals were made whole. Through the
diligence and generosity of many wondrous souls, comfort, peace, and joy came to a vast number of the
abandoned and abused who would not have otherwise had a promising future. They gave time, monies and
pieces of their hearts without expectation. They shared themselves and gave love where none had been
before. They provided hope and provided light to a dark world. They offered compassion and eased the
ravages of cruelty. Because the list is quite lengthy, it is impossible to thank everyone. However, on behalf
of myself, PETS, the Tehama County Animal Care Center, and all the animals helped, “thank you” for the
charitable contributions you made. Please know that each of you is the embodiment of what charity should
be and you are amazing examples of how good mankind can truly be.
It is easy to feel any singular effort is futile. To believe that one person can do anything to change the status
quo may seem ridiculous. Yet, each individual can help. Every charitable action taken, no matter how small
or seemingly insignificant will join with others until the world becomes a better place for us and the
animals with which we share it.

PETS: A holly, jolly time of the year
POSTED: 12/09/17

I love this time of year with all the gorgeous, and often times cheesy, light displays, the abundance of
holiday movies and songs, the profusion of Santa‟s, elves, and Christmas trees, plus all the other sights and
sounds that seem to pervade the world during this season.
Have you ever wondered if dogs and cats enjoy this time as much as we do? Are they paying any attention
to the brightly colored lights, the shiny, dangling ornaments, and the tree inside that just popped up? If the
numerous decorations that our own cats knock down for the dogs to promptly shred are any indication, my
answer is a resounding Yes.
I know, for a fact, that the cats in our household are humming a few bars of “O Christmas Tree! O
Christmas Tree! Much pleasure doth thou bring me…” To them, it is the ultimate playhouse. The more
unsociable of the two guards it with the ferocity of a lioness protecting her cubs. The other simply likes to

chew on whatever is easily accessible. Needless to say, most of the lower decorations look like they have
seen better days. Pets often view “real” Christmas trees as a gift. Dogs like to grab bottom branches and
chew on them and, if the pine needles are ingested, severe gastrointestinal problems can result. Be aware,
though, that artificial trees are also dangerous when eaten. The main item of concern from the ingestion of
artificial material is intestinal obstruction.
When cats climb the tree as do their counterparts in the wild, or your dog thinks a tree branch is the
ultimate stick, be sure the tree is solid and stable. Weighing down the stand to prevent it from tipping over
should avoid a vet visit or the shattering of treasured family ornaments. My husband and I learned this
lesson the hard way. One inquisitive cat managed to topple a fully loaded 7 footer. We ended up picking
pine needles out of the carpet and her posterior for weeks.
Christmas tree water can become stagnant and a breeding ground for bacteria. If your pet does decide to
lap it up, the result can be vomiting or diarrhea. A tight-fitting tree skirt and refraining from putting
chemicals in the water can help avoid any digestive problems. Even though your tree may stay fresher
longer, additives could prove deadly and make for an extremely unhappy holiday season.
Sparkly ornaments that dangle can quickly catch unwanted pet attention. Avoid using anything overly
shiny or glowing, and refrain from using glass ornaments whenever it is possible. Should the glass
ornaments accidentally drop, pets could end up stepping on or accidentally ingesting small glass shards,
causing serious injury or harm.
Who among us doesn‟t love presents? The furry ones are no exception. While their new ball or catnip toy
may entice, you can be sure the ribbons and wrapping paper are equally, if not more, exciting. If you do not
want your pet to make a meal of the bows or tear open everything before Santa arrives, think about keeping
the gifts in a secure pet-free area. While the cardboard boxes can be the ultimate gift of joy to the kitties,
the ribbon, if swallowed, can cause intestinal obstruction requiring surgery. Also remember, once the
presents are opened, be sure to quickly dispose of all wrappings that can be easily swallowed by curious
cats and determined dogs.
It‟s a holly, jolly Christmas and our canine and feline friends think so, too. Lilies, holly leaves and berries,
poinsettias, amaryllis and mistletoe may beckon to be chomped, but they can be extremely hazardous to
our pets. With so many Christmas plants that can cause harm, the best practice, instead, is to use artificial
plants made from silk or plastic. Unfortunately, even the artificial plants can cause issues with their
beckoning glitter covered Styrofoam berries.
Bright lights, and electric window displays are just begging your feline or canine companion to come play
with them. Keep wires and batteries out of paws‟ and jaws‟ reach. Electric wire can provide a potentially
lethal electrical shock, and a punctured battery can cause burns to both the mouth and esophagus.
Never leave lighted candles and unattended pets in the same room. I am positive you don‟t want Fido,
Fluffy, or your house to go up in flames. Place candles out of harm‟s way, or a better choice is to use the
battery-operated flameless kind.
The holidays should be a happy time for you and your family, not a time for an emergency run to the
veterinarian. Accidents can happen, no matter what we may do, so be sure to keep your local vet‟s
telephone number handy. Additional useful numbers to have are the ASPCA Poison Control Center (888426-4435) and the Pet Poison Helpline (855-764-7661).

PETS: It feels like Christmas
POSTED: 12/02/17, 10:29 AM PST |

Each year, at the start of the Christmas season, I watch my beloved Charles Dickens adaptation “The
Muppet Christmas Carol.” I highly recommend all Scrooges do the same. Not only is it one of the best “feel
good” movies around, the music is delightful.

One of my favorite songs in it is “It Feels Like Christmas.” Some of the lyrics are, “It is the season of the
heart, A special time of caring, The ways of love made clear, And it is the season of the spirit, The message,
if we hear it, Is make it last all year. It‟s in the giving of a gift to another, A pair of mittens that were made
by your mother. It‟s all the ways that we show love, That feel like Christmas. A part of childhood we‟ll
always remember, It is the summer of the soul in December. Yes, when you do your best for love, It feels
like Christmas.”
While pets with homes receive an abundance of gifts and love during the holiday season, their shelter
equivalents often go without. During this special time of caring, why not give the gift of love to these often
forgotten homeless animals? I can guarantee that if you do, it will feel like Christmas.
The ultimate hope is that each shelter pet has a Home for the Holidays. For some, the dream will not come
true this December. For those left behind, a little kindness from you can warm their cold days. While most
of us would love to provide something, it can be difficult. There do not seem to be enough hours in the day,
or enough money, to achieve everything we want during the holiday season, let alone assist a shelter
animal. Just doing one small thing, however, can make a huge difference in their desolate lives.
The easiest and cheapest way is to spread the word about them. You can distribute fliers for an upcoming
major adoption event like “Home for the Holidays,” or information about the current adoption-ready
animals in retail stores, veterinarian offices and various other businesses. Doing this has the potential to
bring them one step closer to getting their forever family.
If you can share a selfie, then you can share an adoptable pet profile on social media. Facebook, Twitter,
Pinterest, Instagram, to name a few, are excellent ways to help advertise the animals needing homes.
If you have a car and enjoy driving, help the Animal Care Center get animals to rescue facilities. By being
willing to transport, you have the ability to increase their chance for adoption. It also frees up space at the
shelter so another pet in need can have a safe place during the cold winter. By helping one in this way, you
are actually helping two animals.
The Tehama County Animal Care Center‟s staff can use a great deal of help exercising and socializing the
animals. For as little as thirty minutes, once a week, taking a dog for a walk or playing with a cat will have
the huge benefit of getting them ready for their new home. Working with the dogs to get them to
understand basics like sit, down, and leash-walking contributes to making them more desirable to
potential adopters or rescues. The extra benefit is that the animals absolutely adore the attention.
If you are throwing a holiday party, perhaps you could ask your guests to bring something to donate, like
special treats or something comfortable that animals can lay on. You could, in addition, place a jar with a
picture of one of the shelter pets on your desk at work and ask for sponsorship donations. Sponsoring a
spay or neuter will help lower the animal‟s adoption fee and, again, increase its chances for adoption into a
warm, caring home. If you have the time and energy, take the action one step further and organize a
donation drive, bake sale, raffle, or other fundraising event. Anything raised can be designated for a
specific animal or use.
Fostering may not be thought of as an “easy” way to help, but it is considered one of the most vital things
you can do. Temporarily opening your home to a disadvantaged animal and providing the care and love it
needs truly represents the best of holiday spirit. It can also provide you with one of the most rewarding
experiences you may ever know.
Another stanza from the song mentioned above is, “A cup of kindness that we share with another, A sweet
reunion with a friend or a brother, In all the places you find love, It feels like Christmas.” Why not, this
holiday season, share a cup of kindness with those less fortunate? When you do, it will feel like Christmas.
After all, it is the season of the heart.

PETS: Senior animals offer their own
advantages
POSTED: 11/11/17

Being a senior, I find, does have its advantages. I have heard it said, “You can never be old and wise if you
weren‟t young and crazy.” Years of living have provided me experiences that, for the most part, have
mellowed my personality and tempered the rashness of my youth. Senior pets are actually a lot like us
older folks. Aged like a fine wine, senior pets defy the adage of “old and decrepit”. While a bit a little slower
in some areas, they still have a lot to offer, among which is experience and the sweetness of maturity.
November is “Adopt a Senior Pet” month. Unfortunately, senior pets often end up in shelters for a variety
of reasons, most of which are not their fault. They may end up there because their guardians have either
died or entered a geriatric facility and other family members, if present, are unwilling to take on the
responsibility. In other instances, their own human family may not have the time, money, or inclination to
care for the animal after the cute puppy or kitten stage has passed. While many of us know that people may
think they are less adoption worthy, we are here to tell you they make wonderful companions.
So, why should you adopt a senior pet?
With older pets, what you see is what you get. Whether they max out at 70 or 10 pounds, or are stubby or
lanky, senior pets have already developed into exactly who they are going to be. Not only have they have
reached their full-grown size, but their personality has already developed. Thus, it is easier to see if the
animal will be a perfect fit for you and your family.
They are more independent. While senior pets still love being close, they can amuse themselves and not
make the same demands for your attention as younger animals. They no longer need the constant training
and care puppies and kittens require. Puppies and kittens are notorious for getting into trouble. Chewing,
scratching, and other unwanted behaviors have decimated untold amounts of furniture and articles of
clothing in many households. Seniors, conversely, have learned what appropriate conduct is and do not
need the constant monitoring and reinforcement that pups and kitties do.
Whoever said, “You can‟t teach an old dog (or cat) new tricks”, obviously never had an adult pet. Youths, in
whatever venue, typically have shorter attention spans and less impulse control than their more mature
equivalents. Older animals, as a rule, will focus more readily and with better comprehension on the job at
hand. Another positive factor is that senior dogs and cats are most likely already potty-trained, thus
preventing frustration and oodles of extra cleaning. They also make excellent companions for seniors. An
older pet can have a lot of energy, but tends not to be as inconsistent in its behavior as a younger
version. They are definitely “more chill”. Because of the belief that the quiet home of a senior citizen is the
perfect match for an older animal looking for a new home, PETS instituted the “A Senior for a Senior”
adoption program at the Tehama County Animal Care Center in Red Bluff. All animals through this
program will be spayed/neutered, micro-chipped, and current on vaccinations. The adoption fees are $20
for Senior Dogs and $0 for Senior Cats. Something to consider, obtaining either a puppy or kitten can
mean many years of responsibility that an older person may not have. However, to those seniors I strongly
suggest considering a pet who is also in his or her golden years. Having the companionship of a faithful
friend and providing a loving home to an elderly pet can definitely be a win-win for all concerned.
Last, but not least, the best reason to adopt a senior pet is that you are saving a life. In a shelter
environment, their health is at higher risk and they typically do not adapt well and will decline rapidly. In
addition, the public generally perceives older animals as being less desirable. Thus, it is more difficult to
find adopters and get seniors out of the shelter as quickly as those of us involved would wish. The sad
reality is that these amazing animals are often the last adopted.

When you open your heart and home to a senior pet, you let them know that they are worthy of love and
comfort during their twilight years. In return, no matter who you are or where you live, the rest of the pet‟s
life will be spent thanking you for their second chance at happiness.
Making a pet‟s golden years be the best that they can be is a worthwhile endeavor and all of us at PETS
would love to hear about your senior pet‟s life, petstehama@gmail.com.

PETS: Trolls just looking for attention, do
no good
POSTED: 11/04/17

Coming up with a subject on a weekly basis can sometimes be daunting, not because there is a lack of
material, but often because there is a plethora of items about which to write. There are so many choices
that the decision is often difficult. That was not the case this week. This week the topic became personal. A
number of days ago, the charitable organization I volunteer with became the online recipient of “Internet
trolling.” For the purpose of this article, the reason why is unimportant, but that it occurred is significant.
The Internet definition of a “troll” is not the mythical creature of folklore, although it can be said that the
two are similar. The difference is that today‟s troll hides behind a computer screen instead of dwelling in a
cave. His purpose is to cause mayhem and conflict on the Internet. Once that is accomplished, the internet
troll returns to his daily life without facing any consequences for the trouble he caused. Trolling allows
cowards to feel powerful instead of the spineless creatures they really are.
Trolls, unfortunately, are appearing with increased frequency on social media. While Facebook, Twitter,
blogs, etc. are superb venues for animal advocacy groups, rescues, and shelters to network animals in need,
spread awareness about welfare issues and promote events, they are also the perfect means for trolls to
spew inflammatory criticisms. It is important to remember that those actively involved in trying to do the
best for animals in need are just ordinary people. They often put their own life, needs and desires on hold
while devoting extraordinary amounts of time, energy, money and their own emotional well-being to aid
and support helpless creatures. The trolls, however, do none of these things. Instead, they take perverse
pleasure in spreading unfounded rumors, damaging reputations, broadcasting half-truths, and acting as
self-appointed judge, jury, and executioner in a few incendiary posts and comments.
Trolling within the animal welfare community causes unbelievable harm. It has the potential to dissuade
many others from trying to help and, perhaps most of all, it takes time away from the true goal of helping
the helpless. If we are dealing with these people, we are not working on everything else vital to protect and
save animals. Programs to improve animal welfare, transporting, fostering, rescuing, fundraising for
crucial revenues necessary to provide food, shelter, medical, etc. all take a back seat because of the need to
protect reputations that years of painstaking work have built.
Perhaps the worst part is that trolls vocalize vehemently on how they have nothing but the best interests of
the animal in mind. Nothing could be further from the truth. For those of us involved with animal welfare,
it is difficult enough to deal with overwhelmingly heartless acts perpetrated on the animals without having
to deal with those whose only mission is to deliberately attack, offend and incite trouble. A troll‟s arsenal of
tactics can range from false accusations and name-calling to threats of bodily injury and murder. Plain and
simply put, these people are despicable.
What can we do? What we do is we “Don‟t feed the Troll” This expression means “starving” the troll of the
attention he not only desires but also requires to sustain his ego. The best way to ruin this creep‟s day is
to shut him down quickly and as efficiently as possible. We do it by blocking or deleting the offender and
his comments from our sites. We do not answer and we do delete emails where the content is vile and
argumentative. We do take screen shots of the offensive posts before disconnecting from the user in case
evidence of trolling or bullying is required.

In addition, we report the offenses. Every time we sign up for an online media account, we agree to the
service‟s Terms and Conditions. Those terms protect us from inappropriate posts. When an entity violates
the terms, they need to be reported. To report harassment, bullying, or threats on social media the
following links should be helpful : Facebook (https://www.facebook.com/help/116326365118751);
Instagram (https://help.instagram.com/contact/584460464982589); Twitter
(https://support.twitter.com/forms/abusiveuser); and YouTube (https://www.youtube.com/reportabuse
). For links on the reporting pages of more networks, go to the Cyberbullying Research Center
(https://cyberbullying.org/report ).
The positive, life-saving results of those who work together within the animal welfare community speak for
themselves. They have strength of character, they persevere against tremendous odds, they work towards a
common goal and they positively encourage others to do the same. Trolls undermine good work and draft
others to do the same. It is important for us to remember trolls never saved an animal by online
harassment, verbal abuse or malicious acts.

PETS: Halloween can be scary for your pets
POSTED: 10/28/17

Halloween is a fun holiday for grownups and kids, but for pets maybe not so much. Let‟s face it, all those
witches, ghosts, and goblins can be the stuff of nightmares for our furry friends. Not only will the doorbell
be constantly ringing, with the door continually opening and closing, but strangers in frightening costumes
shrieking for their own treats are sure to send the most docile of pets into a frenzy.
For your pet‟s safety and the safety of others, it is advisable to keep dogs and cats in another room, or in a
crate away from the front door, while providing a nice diversion like a toy, during peak trick-or-treating
hours. Be sure to close the blinds so dogs cannot see who is outside. Consider also leaving a TV or radio
playing to help block out the sounds of people coming and going. For dogs that bark every time the
doorbell rings, disconnecting it and watching for trick-or-treaters might also prove beneficial.
In addition, if your pet is not confined when opening the door, be sure that he does not dart outside. No
one really wants to go searching for a lost loved one at night. In case the worst-case scenario does occur, be
sure your pets can be identified. Dogs and cats should be micro-chipped and wear identification
collars with the pet‟s name and a contact phone number that includes the area code. The phone number
should have a working answering machine or voice mail associated with it. The easier it is for someone to
make contact, the better the chances are of having your furry friend returned quickly.
Consider not leaving your pets out in the yard on Halloween. As inexcusable as it is, there are those who
will torment, injure, steal and even kill pets if they have easy access. For their safety and your peace of
mind, it is much better to keep them indoors during the holiday night.
As yummy as Trick-or-Treat candies are, they are definitely not treats for our pets. Chocolate in every form,
especially dark or baking chocolate, can be very dangerous, even lethal, to cats and dogs. Sugar-free
candies containing the artificial sweetener xylitol can also cause serious problems in pets. If you think that
Fido or Fluffy ate something poisonous to them, please call your veterinarian or the ASPCA Poison Control
Center at (888) 426-4435 immediately.
While being in costume for us can be quite enjoyable, it may cause our pets undue stress. Unless your
canine or feline loves to play dress-up, do not put them in a costume. If you do clothe your pet for
Halloween, make sure that it fits properly and is comfortable. Insure that it does not have any small,
hanging pieces that can be easily chewed off becoming a choking hazard. Also, make sure that the costume
does not interfere with your pet‟s movement, sight, hearing, or ability to breathe, bark or meow. Take time
to have your pet try on any attire before Halloween, and never leave him unsupervised while wearing it.
The outfit could become twisted, or hooked on something that could lead to serious injury. If your pet

seems distressed or shows atypical behavior while dressed, let him go “Au Naturel” with just a colorful
bandana, instead.
When you and children are trick-or-treating away from home and you hear or see a dog barking behind a
door or fence, consider avoiding that particular place if the owner and dog are not familiar. If you do
approach, remember that their animal may not recognize you in costume. When we change the way we
normally walk, talk and act because of our disguise, dogs do not understand. They can become easily
frightened or very excited and wish to chase and grab an enticing part of your costume. Either way, a bite
can possibly ensue. The following are also a few easy pet safety rules parents can teach children before
trick-or-treating and possibly encountering a strange dog. “Quiet and slow is always the way to go.” Never
run away, just move away quietly and slowly. “Don‟t run and shout, it can freak dogs out.” Running and
shouting might cause a dog to chase or attack. “Don‟t tease and annoy, a dog‟s not a toy”. Do not tease a
dog by waving food or toys in front of it. The dog might try to grab what is in front of its face and
mistakenly hurt the child.
Extra attention and treats are heaven for any pet. However, even the most patient animal can get their
“knickers in a twist” when there is disruption in their normal routines. Taking a few precautions during
Halloween might help in making the holiday less stressful for your pets and more enjoyable for everyone
involved. Hope you and all the members of your family have a very happy Halloween.

PETS: National Pit Bull Awareness Month
POSTED: 10/21/17

October is National Pit Bull Awareness month, and October 28 is National Pit Bull Awareness Day.
Whether you love them or hate them, I personally hope you will take some time to consider why these dogs
matter.
Over one hundred years ago, this canine often appeared on World War I posters as the embodiment of
American pride and patriotism. He was welcomed into families and was a trusted playmate of children.
Today the pit bull is one of the most misjudged dogs in Northern America. Because of that
misunderstanding, and an abundance of “bad press”, he is also one of the most unduly feared, abused and
hated dogs in existence. If we look at history we can note that this reversal of fortune also fell unjustly upon
other dogs, such as Dobermans and German Shepherds.
Rhetoric about so-called dangerous dogs is not unlike the bias we see frequently among our own species.
Scapegoating is equally unfair to the groups targeted, whether they are canine or human. As we know, the
media adores sensationalism and, unfortunately, stories about a pit bull being a nice dog gets little in the
way of coverage. If one is associated with a “dog attack”, it is front-page news. Since most of us do not own
a broadcasting outlet to correct false information and alter public perception, we should play a part in
changing the consistent negative oratory in any way we can.
A crucial step in dispelling the many myths and falsehoods circulating about pit bulls is to educate those
around you. However, when informing others, it is imperative that you first arm yourself with correct
information. Some excellent resources for pertinent material can be found online at; Animal Farm
Foundation, Inc., (845) 868-7559 (http://animalfarmfoundation.org/ ), Pit Bull Rescue Central
(http://www.pbrc.net/), and Bad Rap (Bay Area Dog Lovers Responsible About Pit Bulls)
(http://www.badrap.org/home). I would also suggest reading; “Pit Bull: The Battle over an American
Icon” by Bronwen Dickey, “The Pit Bull Placebo: The Media, Myths and Politics of Canine Aggression” by
Karen Delise, and “The Lost Dogs: Michael Vick‟s Dogs and Their Tale of Rescue and Redemption” by Jim
Gorant.
Since media outlets and the public flourish on embellished “ferocious” pit bull stories, it is imperative
that any pit bull guardian exhibit responsible behavior. Putting it succinctly, we must consistently display
responsible pet ownership in order to assist in overcoming the public‟s negative views brought about by
those who have been irresponsible. Actually, this should be a “no-brainer”. The rules of responsible pit bull

ownership are no different from that of any other dog ownership. Unfortunately, because the dogs are
targets of fear, hate and discrimination, we must exemplify what it means to be a “responsible petowner”. What does that entail? It means never allowing your dog to roam freely. It means
always supervising your dog with other animals. It means never keeping your dog chained for extended
periods. It means never leaving your dog unsupervised with children. It means training your dog, not only
to strengthen the bond between the two of you, but also to decrease and eliminate possible behavior issues.
If you happen to be someone who has the pleasure of sharing your home with this loving dog, then you
have also; without a doubt; experienced some prejudice from the misinformed. We know pit bull guardians
are often limited where they can reside with their four-legged family members. They are also restricted
from airlines, dog-friendly restaurants and certain parts of the country. It is no secret that pit bulls, and
any dog remotely resembling one, are at the crux of breed-specific legislation. In addition, the fight against
those who cruelly exploit and overbreed pit bulls for fun and profit is still far from over.
However, even though we still have a long way to go, I am happy to report that media-positive stories are
beginning to emerge about these dogs. Documentary filmmakers, such as Libby Sherrill with “Beyond the
Myth”, are starting to raise awareness of BSL (Breed-Specific Legislation). High profile celebrities, like
Rachael Ray, Katherine Heigl, Kevin Bacon and Liam Hemsworth to name a few, are showing the world
that pit bulls are amazing pets. Projects like the Stubby Dog Project (http://stubbydog.org/) are working
tirelessly to present positive profiles. Authors are putting pen to paper about pit bull heroism. In addition,
a computer-animated feature family film based on America‟s most decorated dog, Sgt. Stubby, will be
released in 2018.
These dogs do matter. Pit bulls have been, and continue to be loyal, faithful companions. They are superb
working dogs, frequently employed as police and armed service dogs, search and rescuers, and therapy
animals. Strength, confidence, and enthusiasm are their characteristics. We also know public opinion can
be swayed. Will you help during Pit Bull Awareness month to change public opinion and restore the pit
bull‟s reputation as an icon of American pride?
I adopted my first pit bull in June, to join our two other dogs and two cats in our home. I have not
regretted that decision for one second.

PETS: The high price of obesity in pets
POSTED: 10/14/17

What we weigh is often a matter of consternation for us. We spend a lot of time fretting over our own
weight, but here‟s a news flash, „humans are not the only animals that are packing on the pounds.‟
Unfortunately, that extra weight can cause in our pets the same types of problems we see in humans. The
multitude of conditions that can occur as a result of those superfluous pounds are: decreased stamina,
breathing difficulty, heat intolerance, high blood pressure, insulin resistance and Type 2 diabetes, heart
and respiratory disease, liver dysfunction, increased risk during surgery, osteoarthritis, cruciate ligament
injury, kidney disease, various forms of cancer and a decreased life expectancy.
You should be concerned that all those goodies you give your pet are actually killing him slowly. I will be
the first to admit, it is extremely difficult to deny our furry friends tasty morsels when they look at you with
wistful eyes, pleading soulfully for that precious tiny scrap of yummy deliciousness. However, doing it
regularly is actually doing them more harm than good. Most of our nation‟s pets are overweight. According
to the Association for Pet Obesity Prevention, pet obesity has continued to steadily increase and, according
to 2016 data, nearly 59% of cats and 54% of dogs in the United States are overweight or obese. This is an
estimated 41.9 million dogs and 50.5 million cats that are too heavy, based on the 2016 pet population
projections provided by the American Pet Products Association. Those are truly staggering numbers.
The Association for Pet Obesity Prevention website — https://petobesityprevention.org/pet-weight-check/
— provides an abundance of information regarding pet obesity, including weight equivalent charts, to
determine how much your pet weighs compared to an average adult male or female human. For those of us
that have an overweight animal, it can be quite enlightening and disturbing at the same time.

A few visual signs can help determine if your pet has a weight problem. The pet should have a waist, that
area between the back of the ribs and the hips, when looking at your pet from above. Also, when looking at
your pet from the side, the belly should go up from the bottom of the ribcage to the inside of the thighs.
When in doubt, consult with your veterinarian and never put your dog on a diet without conferring with
them. Your pet‟s excess weight could be due to an undiagnosed medical condition such as hypothyroidism
or Cushing‟s disease.
Owners may often feel their pet does not eat much and are concerned they will go hungry. The result is that
they either provide an overabundance of treats and food, or „people foods‟ that are not in the pet‟s best
interest. Dog or cat foods should meet all of the pet‟s dietary needs, without having to add additional table
scraps. Ingesting fewer calories is a good first step to pet weight loss, and your veterinarian can help with
recommendations on how to accomplish it.
For dogs, a wonderful way to begin an exercise regimen is to take a daily walk. Increase activity once it is
determined the pet can handle it without undue fatigue or stress. However, it is always important to watch
for any unusual physical signs or difficulty breathing. In addition, for at least ten to fifteen minutes twice a
day have your dog run after its favorite ball or toy. Not only is it a wonderful way for the pet to get exercise,
but it also strengthens the bond between you.
Cats also get fat from lack of exercise. Though prodding a cat into activity may be a bit more difficult, there
are a few ways to entice him to move. Cats adore climbing on or into things, batting, swatting at, and
scratching objects. Cat trees are an excellent way to stretch and tone muscles. In addition, utilize
interactive cat toys that mimic escaping prey or spark normal feline behavior.
For both dogs and cats, consider adopting a playmate from our local shelter if the pet is the only animal in
the household. The pet will have a companion to play with, which assists in preventing boredom, and
sedentary behavior.
Once your pet is on a weight loss program, determine if it is working by checking the pet‟s weight monthly.
If no differences are noted, the pet may require other changes in diet, portions or routine. Again, be sure to
work closely with your vet to find the correct approach.
Your pet may not initially enjoy the changes in lifestyle, but by providing proper food portions, good
nutrition, and adequate exercise you can help your pet lose weight and you can look forward to a more
active, healthier pet.

PETS: Let’s talk about the ‘No Kill’
movement
POSTED: 10/07/17

I would like preface this article by stating the opinions contained within are my own, and do not reflect the
opinions of either P.E.T.S. or the Tehama County Animal Care Center. With that being said, let‟s talk about
the “No Kill” movement.
I cannot begin to relay how often the question arises regarding euthanasia at our shelter. As far as a
number of citizens are concerned, the answer is easy, “just find the hundreds of animals that arrive into the
shelter a home.” I can assure you that everyone involved would love it, but it is easier said than done.
The most common accepted definition of a “No Kill” shelter is not that it never kills, but that it is a
shelter with a live release rate of 90 percent. The core goal of the “No Kill” movement is to end the
euthanasia of healthy, adoptable animals. However, even by those involved in animal welfare, there is no
unanimous agreement regarding definitions of “healthy” and “adoptable.”

To further complicate the issue, the implication of the term “No Kill” sets up an unrealistic public
expectation that anything achieved which is less than the ideal is a gross, unacceptable failure of the
shelter.
Recommendations for programs and services to achieve “No Kill”, such as low cost spay/neuter and
vaccinations, increased shelter hours, increased adoption events, offerings to increase pet retention (such
as training events), follow-up calls, a foster network, etc. are all valid. The implementation of them,
however, presents a massive challenge. Let‟s face it, if we could do all this, there would not be a problem.
Success is dependent upon not only the already challenged shelter staff, but also on heavily committed
public involvement in the forms of volunteers, fosters and adopters, donators, etc. which are all in meager
supply. We must realize that a small municipal shelter is not an animal sanctuary, nor does it have the
luxury of infinite space. For those of you not involved, understand when discussing the euthanasia of
animals, it is an extremely heart-wrenching, complicated issue made more difficult by limited resources.
If we truly want “No Kill” rather than simply paying lip service to the idea, then we need to know why it is
so hard to succeed. A majority of cities that have achieved it have done so with a huge amount of help from
the private sector in the form of funds and people. A cruel fact is that public (government-run) shelters are
handicapped, especially in a rural area. Ours is no exception.
The primary purpose of our local government is to protect the health and welfare of its citizens. Whether
city or county, the governing entity is responsible for animal control and the enforcement of animal-related
laws and ordinances for the benefit of the public it serves. Pets are not citizens, therefore their lives are
generally lower on a list of government priorities.
Although it is possible that the supervising government agency will make the shelter a priority and give it
the resources necessary to reach a consistent goal of “No Kill”, do not assume it will happen. The private
sector needs to take the major responsibility for creating and sustaining a “No Kill” environment.
Unfortunately, the ugly truth is that many prefer to pass-off that responsibility.
A government shelter is not in the business of fundraising. Yet funds are necessary for things like advanced
veterinary care, comprehensive spay/neuter programs, increased staffing, modern facilities with up-todate equipment, etc. All of which means the money must come from somewhere. It is unrealistic to expect
the shelter, in addition to everything else demanded of them, to raise funds without the help and support of
the public it serves.
Overpopulation of animals at-large leads to overpopulation in the shelter, and there is only so much that
the shelter is able to handle financially and physically. Community support must then also mean a firm
commitment to the spaying and neutering of all pets, including ferals, and ending backyard breeding to
reduce overall pet overpopulation if the public‟s desire is really to make a “No-Kill” goal realistic.
So, for those that are concerned about euthanasia at our shelter because you believe “No Kill” is easy my
statement to you is that our shelter cannot increase its live-release rates without total community support
and commitment. Until each individual shares in the responsibility and fate of the unwanted animals the
shelter houses, any discussion regarding euthanasia becomes moot.
It is critical that all of us actively work towards decreasing the number of animals entering the shelter. In
addition, we must insure that shelter has adequate resources to provide programs and services that can
affect outcomes. Finally, understand that there are extenuating circumstances where euthanasia may be
the most humane action to take and the true goal, really, is to do what is best for the animal.

PETS: Loving pets in October
POSTED: 09/30/17

Autumn has arrived. The weather is finally cooling, and October is just around the corner. For a number of
animals something very wonderful and miraculous is about to happen in the coming month. You see, this
October the Tehama County Animal Care Center will be holding an extraordinary adoption event. It is an
event that will offer these animals an amazing opportunity to get a better life.
Unfortunately, for many shelter animals obtaining a good life is not easy. The hurdles they face are
sometimes quite daunting simply because they must overcome the public‟s misconception that something
is frightfully wrong with them. The common question asked is “Why would they be at the shelter instead of
being in someone‟s cozy home?” The simplest answer is that most are at the Center through no fault of
their own. They are at the shelter because their human guardians failed them in some manner. The reasons
are as numerous as grains of sand.
When a person gives up a pet it is often the “easy” answer to problems that never have anything to do with
the animals. While it is true that changes in family dynamics can make it difficult to keep a pet, those
changes are not caused by the animal involved. If someone has too many pets, it is because they chose to
have them. It was not the animal‟s desire. We should all know that pets require a certain level of
commitment to responsibly care for them. If someone cannot, or is unable to, provide what is necessary for
the pet‟s overall well-being, it is hardly the animal‟s fault. The bottom line is that the majority of animals in
the shelter are there because they are victims of situations over which they have absolutely no control.
While the shelter does provide them the essentials such as food, water, and a safe place to be, there is
something sorely missing. What cannot be provided without your intervention is a loving, caring home. If
you are thinking about getting a dog or cat, seriously consider adopting one. You will not only be greatly
improving your own existence, but the animal‟s life as well.
Who among us could not use in our life someone who is always happy to see us, who loves us without
condition and whose goal in life is to please us? What we may never find in our own kind is readily
available at our local shelter. It is a place to find someone always glad to be with you. A place to find
someone that loves without stipulations. It is a place brimming with critters waiting to make a huge
difference in your world as a best friend, an exercise buddy, a fellow couch potato or simply that fuzzy
happy face to greet you after a long hard day of work. The rewards received on what you provide will be
immeasurable. Your new pet will add to your life in ways never imagined. It will provide you a furry
shoulder to cry on and a non-judgmental ear to hear your secrets. Your pet will stand beside you when
others walk away.
Another benefit when you adopt is to create valuable space for the many other animals who need a safe
haven. In addition, when watching the animal you have adopted flourish and bloom under your care, there
is an overwhelming sense of fulfillment experienced. Often, it is a feeling that eludes us.
At the beginning of this article I mentioned an extraordinary adoption event. On Friday, October 13 and
Saturday, October 14, a special Fee-Waived Adoption Event made possible through a generous grant from
the ASPCA, and Subaru of America, Inc., to celebrate “Subaru Loves Pets” (#SubaruLovesPets), will occur
at the Tehama County Animal Care Center at 1830 Walnut St., Red Bluff, 527-3439. In addition, TCACC
has teamed up with their friends at Redding Subaru at 481 E. Cypress Ave. in Redding, and PETS to also
help sponsor this event. All dogs and cats will have fee-waived adoption fees for those two days.
If you cannot adopt, there is no reason why you cannot help. I cannot say this often enough, “Spread the
word.” The more people that are aware of the Center and the animals housed within, the better the chances
are of getting them adopted, especially this month. Update your status on Facebook, let everyone know
about the fantastic animals available. Tweet, retweet and tweet again messages about adopting, and
provide a link, to either our PETS Facebook page at https://www.facebook.com/pg/PETSTehama, or to
Petfinder at https://www.petfinder.com/pet-search?shelter_id=CA255, or to Adopt-A-Pet at
http://www.adoptapet.com/shelter83860-pets.html.
Emptying the Center during the October 13 and 14 Adoption event is within our reach. For the animals
involved, a better life is within their grasp. We can make both happen.

PETS: What makes a pet owner responsible
POSTED: 09/16/17

What is a “responsible pet owner?” Even though there is not a definitive explanation of what it means, we
are certain of one thing: when we have a pet, we are responsible for its welfare.
During these past weeks we have witnessed disasters of great magnitude that have ravaged this country.
Through all of it we have also witnessed the best and worst of humanity. Some of the worst examples were
animals left behind chained or caged, unable to fend for themselves while their guardians fled. No one ever
said having a pet was easy. It comes with challenges, but even during crisis, “Responsible Pet Owners” try
their hardest to do what is right. Then there are the others.
Caring for a pet is like caring for a small child. By becoming the guardian of its well-being, the expectation
is to care for all its needs, whether physical or emotional. One should never undertake this responsibility
lightly. Not being prepared can be disastrous for the animal. Getting a living creature is not like getting a
pair of shoes that can be easily discarded when they do not fit quite right. Therefore, please mull over the
following before bringing a pet into your home.
Begin by being honest with regard to the lifestyle both you and your family have. It will help determine the
type, breed, size, etc. of an animal that will fit perfectly in it. Review your current living conditions and
determine if the animal is appropriate in size and energy. If you rent, many landlords will not allow pets.
Be sure to check out any restrictions before adopting. If you have, or are expecting, a baby consider
whether you will have enough time available to attend to all the pet‟s needs, too. If there is already a pet
present, determine if it will share its home with another animal.
Depending on the pet, a 10- to 20-year commitment may not be an unusual length of time required to care
for it. If circumstances change, such as moving, consider if you will still be able to care for your pet.
Caring for a dog, depending on its size, is estimated to cost about $340 to $635 per year for food, toys,
vaccinations and an annual visit to the vet. Cats and small mammals are estimated to cost less. If the
animal gets sick or injured, has special dietary needs or takes medication, those costs can increase
drastically. In addition, while pet insurance assists with unforeseen medical issues and emergencies, it
adds to the yearly costs. Long haired, difficult to groom animals may require frequent trips to a grooming
facility.
Dogs thrive on exercise and companionship. Cats are healthiest and happiest when treated to play sessions
with their human guardians. Both, when constantly unattended, can develop behavioral problems. If work
demands frequent travel or, if on most days and evenings you are not home due to other commitments,
consider a pet that requires little human interaction.
One of the most common reasons that people return pets to shelters is that they are experiencing behavior
difficulties. Training not only strengthens the bond between pet and guardian, but also helps avoid many
of those behavior problems. Learning basic commands like „sit‟, „stay‟ and „come‟ can potentially save a
dog‟s life. There is an abundance of materials available to read with regard to training both cats and dogs.
In addition, shelters, veterinary offices, and rescues usually have a list of trainers who can assist in the
process. Having a pet requires time and commitment to teach it to become an enjoyable member of the
family and community.
Whether it is keeping a pet away from toxic foods, plants and substances, or ensuring that outside spaces
are secure, you need to be certain that the home environment is safe for the animal. It is also imperative for
the pet‟s safety that they have some form of identification such as a collar and tags, tattoo or microchip, to
assist in identifying them in case they become lost or stolen. In inclement weather, adequate protection
from the elements guarantees no harm comes to the animal. Regular vet visits and vaccinations safeguard a
pet against disease and illness.

By obtaining a pet, you have tacitly agreed to provide adequate nutrition, mental and physical exercise,
medical care, shelter, and companionship to ensure its safety and well-being. Your pet is not a possession,
but a living, breathing entity. Being a “Responsible Pet Owner”, is much more than just being an owner.

PETS: Animal Pain Awareness Month
POSTED: 09/09/17

Every month has a national animal celebration or an animal related theme, and September is no exception.
It has been designated “Animal Pain Awareness Month” by the International Veterinary Academy of Pain
Management. The IVAPM hopes to raise public awareness in recognizing the signs of pain and encourages
guardians to seek veterinary care for their animals when they believe the animal is in distress.
While humans, cats and dogs are different species, if something can cause pain in humans, chances are it is
also producing pain in our furry friends. When we feel pain, most often we talk about where it is, how
intense it is and how miserable we are. Unlike us, our pet‟s pain is not verbalized. How much simpler life
would be if we could ask them what they are feeling and where they are hurting. Since they cannot tell us,
we must remain vigilant in our observations. An animal‟s survival instinct is to mask pain in order not to
appear weak and vulnerable. However, they do provide a few clues that let us know they may be hurting.
Like us, they might be unable to get comfortable and appear restless. There could be a loss of appetite or
difficulty getting to the food dish. You might notice heavy panting, when there should be none.
There are several ways to categorize pain. One is to separate it into acute pain and chronic pain. Acute pain
typically comes on suddenly and has a limited duration. It is frequently caused by damage to tissue such as
bone, muscle, or organs. If you have ever broken a bone, had a kidney stone pass, or had major surgery you
know how intense the pain can feel. Acute pain is quite obvious, whether you are human or not.
Chronic pain lasts longer than acute pain and is usually associated with a long-term illness, such
as arthritis or cancer. This type of pain can be subtle and it may appear that the animal is just getting older
and slowing down. So, when your dog is reluctant to go for his enjoyable walk or your cat starts hiding for
hours at a time, be aware that pain might be the explanation for their unusual behavior.
Obviously, most guardians can detect a limp or a painful cry, but pain that is chronic may be a bit more
difficult to recognize. Dogs and cats generally show a change in behavior or temperament when they are in
distress. A happy, friendly pet may become irritable, rebuff petting or dislike being held. A normally lively
dog may prefer to lie quietly and want to be left alone. You may find that if the pet can reach the area giving
discomfort, like an inflamed paw, he may lick, scratch or bite it in an attempt to make it feel better.
Unfortunately, this action may cause additional injury. Some other signs that may be indicative of chronic
pain could be the following: the pet suddenly flinches when you scratch or pet him on a particular area,
especially if he appeared to enjoy it before; the pet becomes increasingly hunched over, or changes the way
he typically moves.
There are many conditions that can cause pets to feel pain. The good news is that, in many cases, relief is
available. Surgery may be one solution. Anti-inflammatory medications and targeted pain relievers can
alleviate certain kinds of pain. Physical rehabilitation, massage and acupuncture may help other types.
With regard to medications, both you and your veterinarian need to discuss the pros and cons of any
medication recommended, especially if the pet will be taking it on a long-term basis. In addition, if an
adverse reaction does occur, immediately contact your veterinarian.
When it comes to detecting pain, you should look for any change in your pet‟s behavior. Let‟s face it, you
know your pet better than anyone else. Everyone has experienced pain in one degree or another. We also
know how debilitating it can be. Our pets have a limited language to convey the pain they are experiencing.
Take the time to “listen” to them and, if you think something is wrong, take them to your veterinarian. In
fact, if your pet is diagnosed with any medical condition, it is always a good idea to ask your veterinarian if
there is any pain related to it and, if so, what options there are for pain management.

As a last word of advice, do not ever give your pet human pain medication unless your veterinarian has
specifically recommended it.
For additional information, the American Animal hospital Association has a handout entitled “Pain
Management for Dogs and Cats” at
https://www.aaha.org/public_documents/professional/guidelines/painmngt_dogcathandouts-web.pdf.

PETS: You can be an everyday hero
POSTED: 09/02/17

Would you consider yourself a hero? I doubt many of us would. A hero, by one definition, is a person noted
for courageous acts or nobility of character. Other definitions state that a hero is a person admired for
noble qualities or one who shows great courage in the face of adversity. In researching what a hero is, the
common words that consistently occur are „noble‟ and „courage‟. There are very few of us who think we are
either noble or courageous, and definitely not worthy enough to be considered a hero.
In the song “Everyday Heroes” by Aaron Lines, some of the lyrics are “Thank God for the everyday heroes,
for all you‟ve done and for all you do. Thank God for the everyday heroes, it‟s a better world because of
you”. On August 23, in the Red Bluff Daily News, Bill Cornelius wrote a column, “What‟s needed to turn
this town around”. At the end he wrote, “As for being a champion to our deteriorating city, I am doing so in
the only way I know how.” The ways he does it is by volunteering, by helping others less fortunate, and by
writing, all of which is done “with the hope that each of us will do what we can” to improve the town. He is
an everyday person who is making a choice to use his mind, his actions, and his voice to work selflessly to
build a better world. I doubt Bill thinks of himself as a hero, but he is working to develop something better
and whether you agree or not, each one of us as an individual also has the opportunity to step up and do
the same.
Have you ever wondered what it takes to help homeless, abused or neglected animals? In our small
community there are many who use hard work, dedication and ideas to give those creatures a second
chance. Who are they? They are the volunteers, shelter workers, animal control officers, rescue
organizations, veterinarians, fosters, transporters, businesses, etc., who are regular people taking a stand
to improve the lives of those who cannot stand up for themselves. They, too, are striving to build a better
world. They, too, are everyday heroes.
I understand that fear may be a factor in taking a stand. It can cause hesitation and reluctance to act.
However, I would bet that most of these “everyday heroes” will tell you that they must do something, and if
they do not they will not be able to look themselves in the mirror. That is the “nobility of character” part of
being a hero. It is how you value yourself as a person and how you authenticate that value. Embracing our
fears and pushing them aside to do what is right is the “courage” portion of being a hero.
It is easy to feel that any singular effort is futile. To think that one person can do anything to change the
status quo may seem absurd. It is also easy to come up with a thousand-and-one excuses why you should
not get involved. While you may not be able to do everything, you can do something, and something is
definitely better than nothing.
The world needs heroes. It needs people who will be courageous and act on principle. But where to find
them? The answer is closer than you think. The truth is that it can start, it must start, with you. Do not wait
for circumstances to be perfect. Stop whining and waiting for someone else to handle things. Just do it
yourself! Somebody is waiting for a hero. You may be the best opportunity they will ever have.
With regard to the animals, seriously consider adopting a homeless animal. In fact, The Tehama County
Animal Care Center on Thursday, September 7, is holding the second Adopt-A-Bully Adoption event. Any
bully-type looking dog that has been in the shelter for over thirty days costs only $30.00 to adopt. In
addition, on Friday, September 8, is the fourth Free Cat Friday Adoption event, where fees for adult cats

are waived and for kittens they are reduced to $10.00. Both days are opportunities to become a hero to an
animal in need.
If you cannot adopt, then help others in their endeavors. You can volunteer, foster, or provide transport
assistance. If you cannot donate time, then just donate. Our local rescues and shelters need supplies and
many have wish lists of items needed. Finances are a daily struggle, so every penny contributed, or saved
by donated supplies, helps immeasurably. And while you are at it, ask your friends, coworkers, and family
to assist you in applauding the unsung everyday heroes who work to make a difference in the lives of the
animals in Tehama County. They will appreciate it.
We need more everyday heroes. Try being one.

PETS: Dogs on the silver screen
POSTED: 08/26/17

For those of us who adore dogs, we cannot seem get enough of their antics or expressions. There is always
the desire for more. It is not hard to understand that, because of that desire, we would also love a good dog
movie.
Fortunately for us, movie history is chock full of cinematic canines that have melted our hearts one way or
another. Dogs in films are almost as old as the history of film. In the 1894 Edison Studio kinetoscope
“Athlete with Wand,” one will note an unidentified large black dog in the lower right-hand corner of the
screen. The following year, the 1895 French short documentary film “Workers Leaving the Lumière
Factory,” included multiple dogs. Although these anonymous canines played a part in movie history, it was
not until the 1920s that the first “Doggie Star” emerged. In 1923 a rescued German Shepherd from the
battlefields of World War I, named Rin Tin Tin, had his first starring role in “Where the North Begins.” The
rest is doggie movie history.
Dogs in movies, whatever genre, have made an impression on us and, for some, may bring back cherished
memories of childhood. These days, feeling a bit nostalgic for past times, I have compiled an abbreviated
list of memorable dog movies for you. Why not grab your favorite friends, furry or otherwise, make some
popcorn, curl up on the couch and watch one. It just might be a wonderful way to spend a few pleasant
hours.
For the romantic, you would not want to miss the legendary Disney love story about a Cocker Spaniel and a
Mutt who fall head over heels for one another. The 1955 animated “Lady and the Tramp” has something for
everyone, dogs, cats, music and a spaghetti scene that is iconic.
The 1989 movie “Turner & Hooch” is easily one of the best cop duos in movies. It is a heartwarming story
about an obsessive neat freak, played by Tom Hanks, who ends up working and living with a slobbery
French Mastiff, Hooch. Though it does have a tear-jerking moment, it is sure to get your giggle factor
going. If you like it, you might also enjoy another 1989 flick, “K-9” starring a German Shepherd.
In the 1974 family classic “Benji,” a mixed breed dog, rescued from the Burbank animal shelter, tells a story
from his perspective. This unique approach made it one of the highest-grossing movies that year. CBS
said, “Benji is the most appealing short movie star since Dustin Hoffman”. I would agree.
Possibly the best mockumentary-style film of director Christopher Guest is his 2000 “Best in Show”. The
movie parodies an elite dog show and follows all who want to help their dogs — a Weimaraner, a Norwich
Terrier, a Bloodhound, a Shih Tzu, and a Standard Poodle — win the coveted blue ribbon. Though the
characters are fictional, you might notice similarities to a “crazy dog person” friend.
The ultimate classic dog film, with one of the most heart-wrenching scenes in cinematic history, is the 1957
movie “Old Yeller.” A Labrador Retriever and Mastiff mix rescued from a shelter in Van Nuys, played the
title character and showed what it means to love a pet. Another film which also demonstrates how a dog
can become the core of a family is the 2008 “Marley and Me.” The 2009 “Hachi: A Dog‟s Tale,” based on

the true story of an Akita Inu, may not be the easiest watch, but it does affirm the undeniable bond
between guardian and dog. Be warned, the endings in all of them will make you want to hug your pooch
and grab a tissue.
If you liked the 1993 Disney “Homeward Bound: The Incredible Journey,” check out the 1963 film “The
Incredible Journey.” It is the adventure of a Labrador Retriever, a Bull Terrier and a Siamese cat as they
journey through the Canadian wilderness to return home. In “Homeward Bound” a disobedient American
Bulldog, a wise Golden Retriever and a smart-mouthed Himalayan cat believe themselves abandoned, and
decide to find their humans. Both make one think about the bond pets have with one another, and us.
One of my favorite animations, the 1961 “One Hundred and One Dalmatians,” came to life with the liveaction 1996 release “101 Dalmatians.” During the filming, I understand, 20 adult Dalmatians were utilized
to play Pongo and Perdita and 230 puppies were utilized because they insisted on growing up during
filming.
Whatever genre you prefer, whether it is action, romance, comedy, drama or what dog breed you have a
fondness for, there is a movie available to suit your taste. If those listed above do not grab your attention,
try Wikipedia (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Category:Films_about_dogs) to find a title that does. Then
take some time to relax with your favorite pooch, enjoying a movie together.

PETS: Take your cat to the veterinarian
POSTED: 08/19/17,

National Take Your Cat to the Vet Day is Aug. 22 and, though it may not be your cat‟s favorite celebration,
it is an important day.
We take our children to their pediatricians, we see our physicians, heck, even our autos get oil changes to
keep everything running smoothly. However, a recent study conducted in the US revealed that 9.6% of cat
owners do not take their cat to the veterinarian at all, and 27.1% visit a veterinarian only when their cat is
sick. From these statistics, it is apparent that many cat guardians avoid vet visits until their furry feline is
quite ill.
Just like with humans, a regular health visit is important because, during the exam, the veterinarian can
possibly identify future health issues before they become perilous to the pet‟s well-being and very
expensive to treat. So, if your feline friend is overdue for that veterinary visit, now is the perfect time to
make an appointment.
I would say it is safe to surmise that cats, again like us, do not relish the thought of going to the doctor. If
yours are anything like mine , the first few clues are having to chase the fleeing feline around the house to
be able to wrangle him into the carrier without much inflicted bleeding, just to have the absolute pleasure
of listening to the non-stop yowling and whining during the drive to the vet.
To moderate the whole process, I have learned a few tidbits. By bringing out the carrier out a few days
ahead and leaving the door to it open, it allows the cat to explore it at his leisure thus making it appear less
threatening. By placing soft bedding and a favorite toy inside, it also seems to make the carrier a more
inviting place to hunker down. Some suggest spraying the interior of the crate with a synthetic feline
pheromone product 30 minutes before using the carrier to calm the anxious kitty. Personally, I have not
tried it.
For a healthy adult cat, a yearly exam is recommended. For kittens and older cats the frequency will
depend on age, lifestyle and health status. Throughout the exam, the veterinarian will ask you questions
about your cat‟s diet, exercise, drinking and eating habits, behavior, whether it is an indoor or outdoor cat,
and other general questions regarding overall health and other habits.
During the physical palpation, the vet will check the entire cat, looking for signs of disease or the
appearance of anything unusual. She will feel his entire body to assess whether everything feels normal in

size and position, and if the animal is having any tenderness of an organ or body part. The mouth and teeth
are checked for any abnormalities, tartar build-up and periodontal disease. Ears are examined for signs of
inflammation and parasites, such as ear mites. Additionally, the vet‟s observations will include whether the
pet is at an appropriate weight and the skin and hair are all in good condition.
She will also auscultate the heart and lungs. Listening to the heart detects any abnormalities in rate and
rhythm, such as skipped or extra beats, or murmurs. Listening to the lungs determines evidence of
increased or decreased breath sounds and any difficulty in breathing.
Cats cannot tell you how they are feeling, on top of which they can often hide symptoms of a disease that is
in its early stages. Thus a health problem can become quite advanced before the cat shows any obvious
signs of illness. Indications of underlying issues detected by the veterinarian during the physical exam may
prompt her to recommend laboratory tests such as a CBC, Blood Chemistry Panel, Urinalysis and a Fecal
Smear. Typically, the lab test results are given by a phone call a few days later and, if necessary, a follow-up
appointment is scheduled.
At the conclusion of the visit, taking into consideration the cat‟s history and age, the physical exam, and the
cat‟s risk to infectious diseases, the veterinarian will make recommendations for specific treatments such
as vaccinations, external parasite control (fleas, ticks and ear mites), and internal parasite control — worms
or heartworms. In addition, the vet will also discuss the cat‟s individual condition and decide what other
recommendations would be appropriate regarding nutrition, skin care, weight management and dental
care.
If we want our feline friends to stay healthy and happy, a vet visit is vital, no matter how difficult it may be
to get them there or find them once they come home and resentfully hide.

PETS: Puppies today, somebody else’s
problem tomorrow
POSTED: 08/12/17

“Puppies available in 2 weeks,” “Purebred puppies no papers,” “Very cute n ready puppies” is a small
sampling of the myriad “puppy available” ads on local Facebook and Craigslist sites.
Apparently, it is a good business to sell little balls of fur. After all, who doesn‟t love an adorable puppy?
According to the National Council on Pet Population Study and Policy, 90% of all dogs born in the U.S.
every year have no permanent home. Of the estimated 6.04 million puppies born, 43% result from
unplanned litters. The remaining 57%, one would assume, are planned litters. The majority of dogs
entering shelters are between 5 months and 3 years of age and, of those, most had only been owned for 7 to
12 months, 96% of which did not receive any training. Apparently, puppies become less adorable with time.
During the past six years, while I have been volunteering at our local animal shelter, 12,485 cats and dogs
were brought in. During this time, only 2,611 cats and dogs (less than 21%) were reclaimed by owners. The
rest became someone else‟s problem to deal with.
Every day, shelters and rescues strain to cope with the endless onslaught of homeless animals, many of
which are puppies. Animal over-population is a massive problem. If you do not think so, then think again.
The reasons for animal over-population are quite numerous. Whether it is because of lack of knowledge, or
funds to afford the surgery, we do know, as per the above statistic, there are many owners who contribute
to unintentional breeding.
The bigger culprits are those who intentionally contribute to this overwhelming problem. They are the ones
who, after offers of greatly discounted or even free spays and neuters, refuse to “fix” their pets. They give
rock-solid reasons why they won‟t get their pet altered, such as “It‟s better to have one litter before

spaying,” “I want my children to experience the miracle of birth” or my personal favorite, “I don‟t want him
to lose his manhood” or other variations of that thought.
The biggest offender, however, of planned litters is the “backyard” breeder. I am not talking about
“responsible” breeders. Those who focus their efforts on a select breed and through study, have become
experts in their health, inheritable defects, temperament and behavior. They educate and screen potential
buyers/adopters and provide follow-up support after purchase or adoption. Responsible breeders take
lifetime responsibility for the animals they have bred.
Backyard breeders are quite the opposite. They keep a number of dogs and either breed them deliberately
or just let them breed, usually at home (hence the “backyard” description), with little effort towards ethical
and selective breeding. They usually have little or no understanding of, or concern about, a breed‟s
standards and more importantly, its genetics. They really do not care if they are producing a healthcompromised puppy. They do not take lifetime responsibility.
Another point to consider, responsible breeders typically will create a waiting list of people who are
interested in their pups and will only breed when they have enough people to adopt the majority of the
litter. Backyard breeders have the litter and then look for people to take the pups.
As I walked through the intake kennels at the shelter these past weeks, a large portion were filled with
puppies that no one wanted. They were the babies who had no choice in being born and became either too
troublesome or too expensive to maintain. The ones no longer considered cute and fluffy comprised the
rest of the population; the moms bred beyond reason, the males whose manhood remained intact and
became unruly, the excesses left to fend for themselves arriving thin, matted, flea- and tick-infested, and
bewildered at their circumstances.
The shelter, staff, volunteers, rescues, animal control, and veterinarians are the ones who bear the burden
regarding the fate of these unwanted animals, not the ones who perpetuate them.
Before you make the decision not to spay or neuter, or decide to purchase from a “backyard” breeder, or
refuse to commit to the animal in your care for its life, understand that you are the problem. It is not the
animal‟s fault, nor is it the fault of the ones who are dealing with the aftermath of your poor decisions.
The only way we can insure that animals do not become euthanasia statistics is by ending indiscriminate
breeding, and that starts with you. In addition, why not lead by example with the spaying and neutering of
your own pets, help educate others about theirs, discourage “backyard” breeding and encourage adoption.
For those of you determined to obtain a purebred, go to a breed specific rescue group or a responsible,
ethical breeder who uses sound, standardized genetic and other testing recommended to evaluate the
health of the pups bred. Above all, forgo those who make sure the shelters are never empty of puppies.

PETS: Stereotypes are applied to animals,
too
POSTED: 08/05/17,

A stereotype is “a fixed, over-generalized belief, usually exaggerated or oversimplified and often offensive,
that is used to describe or distinguish a particular group.”
In case anyone had any doubts, stereotyping is wrong. The disadvantage when stereotyping is that it
ignores differences between individuals within that group. When making broad generalizations we think,
as a result, things that might not be true. It is a lose-lose situation, both for those who are doing the
stereotyping and for those who are its victims.
I will go out on a limb and say that there probably isn‟t a person reading this who has not been stereotyped
in some fashion. I know I have. I am blonde, thus was the brunt of many dumb-blonde jokes. That is one
small, minor example of a rather endless stereotype list experienced throughout the years. The point being,
all of us want to be evaluated solely on our own merit as an individual and not as part of some

preconceived notion based on what gender-specific, ethnic, religious, or socio-economic group we may be
lumped into. Like us, there are others that deserve to be recognized as the individuals they are and not part
of some particular group.
With regard to “man‟s best friend”, the generalizations and stereotyping people make about breeds does
every dog a serious injustice. Recent studies, involving over 13,000 dogs, found that the personality
differences within specific breeds were greater than the differences occurring between breeds. The data did
not back up the expectation of a dog‟s behavior within its specific breed.
In essence, dogs are very much like people. They have their own distinct personalities, regardless of their
genetics. For example, according to the American Kennel Club, the English springer spaniel is friendly and
eager to please. In a 2005 conducted survey, the Journal of the American Veterinary Medical Association
reported a history of owner-directed aggression in 48.4 percent of adult American Kennel Club-registered
English springer spaniels, which leads one to believe they may not, in fact, be all that friendly.
In addition, if the dog is a mixed breed, breed stereotyping definitely flies right out the window. Mixing
breeds is not like mixing paint. You simply cannot determine what will result with a dollop of one breed
and a little splotch of another. Even the experts have an extremely difficult time properly identifying a
mixed breed of dog through visualization. A study published in the Journal of Applied Animal Welfare
Science found that “87.5 percent of the dogs identified by an adoption agency as having specific breeds in
their ancestry did not have all of those breeds detected by DNA analysis.”
When we think of breeds that suffer the most because of stereotyping, the “bullies” are among the very first
which come to mind. Unfortunately, they also form the most significant shelter population. It might
surprise you to learn that some of the most loved dogs are considered bullies, like boxers and Boston
terriers. The predominant dogs that come to mind are, of course, the American pit bull terrier, the
American Staffordshire terrier, or the Staffordshire bull terrier and any cross in-between. The American
bulldog and the bull terrier are also part of the “bully breed” group.
Many breeds that are classified bulldog, mastiff or that are brachycephalic, like pugs (having skull bones
that are shorter in length, giving the face and nose a pushed in or flat appearance), are also often thought
to be part of this illustrious group.
Thanks to stereotyping, any “bully” is thought to be a “pit bull” and, for some, it will immediately invoke a
sense of disdain. However, bully breeds are normally gentle dogs when they are cared for properly, and
they have many qualities that make them wonderful pets for families.
Because both PETS and the Tehama County Animal Care Center (TCACC) would love to show the public
the wide range of personalities, activity levels, and social skills that this diverse group of dogs have, they
have instituted a new adoption program at TCACC. Any bully-type-looking dog that has been at TCACC for
over 30 days can be adopted for only $30. PETS will sponsor the spay or neuter, rabies and microchipping
fees.
This “Adopt-A-Bully” program will occur on the first Thursday of every month. For the remainder of this
year it will occur on Sept. 7, Oct. 5, Nov. 2 and Dec. 7.
The hope is not only to help the dogs spending the most time at TCACC find new homes, but also dispel
some of the stereotyping which occurs regarding dogs who simply look like a “bully.”
Like the people that care for them, all dogs deserve to be recognized as the individuals they are.
Stereotyping is misguided and very wrong, no matter who the recipient is.
So, I ask you, why not go out to our local shelter, forget the stereotyping, and become acquainted with
some uniquely amazing canines?

PETS: Disaster planning Part 3- large

animals

7-29-17

Most of the articles I write relate to domestic pets. Large animals such as horses, cattle, sheep, goats, and pigs are such an
integral part of this county that they must be included in any advance planning for disaster. The following information
primarily addresses horses. However, many of the basic principles can be applied to many of the other animals.
All the animals should have some form of identification. Tattoos, brands, and microchips cannot be lost and can help you
prove ownership if you are separated from your livestock. Keep photos that highlight identifying marks and copies of
registration papers and ownership records with you at all times in a waterproof bag. List each one of your animals and their
species, breed, age, sex, color, and distinguishing characteristics.
In addition, provide a temporary ID on the animal that is easy to spot and includes your name and a contact phone number
with area code that will allow anyone to reach you. Some options for temporary identification are: use an animal livestock
marking crayon, non-toxic non-water-soluble spray paint, or non-water-soluble markers to write on the animal’s side. Use
permanent marker to mark hooves to write your name, and phone number; use clippers to shave the same information in its
coat, or attach a band or tag with the necessary information written in waterproof ink to either its halter or by braiding it into
tail or mane. Be sure to post emergency contact numbers at your barn and on your pasture gate.
Ensure that, whether you stay or evacuate, there is adequate food and water available. Have enough feed and hay to last a
minimum of three days, though 7 to 10 days is best. Dehydration is a major cause of death for animals in any disaster. For
horses, calculate a minimum of 12 gallons per horse per day and, again, store enough for a minimum of three days. If
necessary, add chlorine bleach at two drops per quart of water to purify.
Prepare an emergency kit. Include non-nylon halters and leads, bandannas to use as blindfolds, flashlights with extra
batteries, duct tape, a sharp all-purpose knife, heavy gloves, rope, shovel, wire cutters, extra buckets, extra blankets, and cloth
and paper towels. Also, include first-aid supplies. Check with your veterinarian to find out what items are suggested for
inclusion. If any animal is on long-term medication, keep at least a two-week supply available. Keep copies of medical
records, including a history of vaccinations, with the kit.
Evacuate your animals whenever possible. Do not wait until the last minute to start evacuating! Create a list of friends,
relatives, etc. who would be willing to board them. Familiarize yourself with organizations in the area that are prepared to
rescue and shelter them. Temporary housing might include boarding stables, veterinarians, and fairgrounds. Map out
alternate evacuation routes in advance. In addition, access roads may be blocked and you might have to meet at a central
collection point that trailers can reach. Therefore, plan alternative ways to get the animals off the property.
Have sufficient vehicles and trailers available for transporting your animals, or know where to obtain them quickly. If you do
not have your own truck and trailer, make a prior arrangement with a local company or neighbor before disaster strikes. In
addition, TRAIN TO LOAD! A panic situation is not the time to teach or learn this skill. In emergencies, those animals that do
not load easily are often left behind.
If evacuation is not possible, livestock will be safer in a pasture than in a barn that could collapse or burn. Make sure that
there is easy access to clean water and forage. Do not rely on automatic watering systems. Power may be lost. In the case of
horses, if you leave the halter on to facilitate catching them later, be sure to use a breakaway style. Other types can snag on
branches, etc. and trap the horse. If time permits, secure or remove all outdoor objects that could turn into dangerous flying
debris. Remember, in battling a wildfire, firefighters will do what they can but they are not responsible for evacuating your
livestock.
The VIP Program (Volunteers in Prevention) of the Cal Fire Tehama Glenn Unit provides a “Self-Evacuation Information & Form
Kit for Tehama County Horse Owners” which can be downloaded at http://www.bayequest.com/pdf/EvacManTehama.pdf

As a final note, animals can become fearful and, as a result, difficult to control during a disaster. Therefore, whether you own
one small animal or a large herd of horses, your safety is paramount. You cannot help them survive if you are injured. The
best thing you can do for yourself and all your animals in the event of any emergency is to plan before disaster strikes.

PETS: Disaster planning part 2, small
animals
POSTED: 07/22/17

Many of us are unprepared to evacuate quickly with not only our family, but also our pets. As harsh as the
reality is, animals left behind during emergencies may not survive. Advance planning helps to insure that
your animals will survive and, if separated, will be reunited.
If you must evacuate, do not leave pets behind. Unfortunately, emergency public shelters will only permit
service animals and will not accept family pets inside their facilities for health and safety reasons.
It is important that you make other prior arrangements for your pets‟ protection and safety. Call motels
away from known hazard areas. Make sure they allow pets, and ask if there are any restrictions on size and
number allowed. Many will waive, in cases of severe emergencies, “no pet” policies. Ask dependable friends
or relatives, who live away from the area, if your pets could stay with them during an emergency.
Also, ask if they would possibly care for them for an extended period if you should lose your residence.
Contact veterinary clinics, local animal shelters and rescues and ask, if in the event of disaster, they provide
any emergency shelter and if they would be able to house your pet. Locate boarding kennels, again
preferably away from hazard areas, to determine what is available. Inquire as to who stays on the premises
with the animals and what provisions are made if they need to evacuate. Be sure your pets‟ vaccinations are
up-to-date. If you plan to board your pet, most facilities will require proof of current rabies, distemper,
parvo, and bordetella vaccinations.
If you must leave your pets behind when evacuating, leave them loose inside your home with dry food and
plenty of water. To provide extra water, open a faucet and let it drip into a container or fill a bathtub or
open the toilet. Never leave your pet chained outside or tied up. Place a notice outside, stating what pets
are home. Provide a contact phone number, and the name and number of your veterinarian.
Put together a pet emergency supply box. It should include a minimum of three days food and water for all
pets. Do not forget to add feeding dishes, can opener, and a spoon. Include these other items: A first aid kit
that includes a two-week supply of any medications the pet requires; a sheet that lists dietary restrictions,
feeding schedules, etc. and photocopies of medical records with proof of all vaccinations. Have separate pet
records, which include: name, age, type, sex, and breed of pet; a contact name with address, phone number
and area code; distinguishing characteristics; whether the pet is spayed/neutered. Be sure to microchip
your pet before disaster strikes, as it will increase your chances of reuniting if separated. In case you need
to create “Lost” notices, have a current photo of each pet.
It is important that you have dogs securely leashed or crated and cats placed in transport carriers. Cat
carriers should be large enough to hold a small litter pan and two small dishes and still allow your cat
enough room to lie down comfortably or stand to use the litter pan. Dog kennels or collapsible cages should
be large enough to hold two no-spill bowls and still allow your dog enough room to stand and turn around.
All animals should have a collar with an identification tag attached. Animals react differently under stress.
If easily taken, pet beds and toys can help reduce it. If cats are involved, do not forget a litter pan, scoop
litter, plastic bags, and scooper. Additional supplies that can be useful are blankets and paper and cloth
towels, plastic trash bags, a flashlight with extra batteries and cleaning products.
If you have other pets such as birds, reptile or amphibian (herptile) pets, hamsters, mice, guinea pigs, etc.,
also prepare their specific evacuation items. Have a secure carrier large enough to comfortably contain the

animal. Styrofoam insulated boxes can be used as temporary shelter for reptiles as long as they have
ventilation. Place proper identification on all carriers including pet information, your name, address, and
contact phone numbers with area code. For birds, have a cage cover available to keep them calm and
protected. Spray bottles are also extremely useful. They can moisten a bird‟s feathers or help maintain the
higher humidity some herptiles require. Do not forget adequate water and food, dietary supplements, extra
bedding materials, and appropriate cleaning supplies. Fresh vegetables or fruits may not be quickly
available during a disaster, so be sure to keep frozen items ready for emergencies. If your herptile feeds on
live food, remember to consider this for evacuation as well.
The American Veterinary Medical Association provides an excellent free booklet that includes detailed
information on assembling emergency kits and plans for a wide variety of animal species. It can be
downloaded at https://ebusiness.avma.org/ProductCatalog/product.aspx?ID=140.

PETS: Being prepared for emergencies —
Part 1
POSTED: 07/15/17

As I write this, fires are rampaging throughout California. Last night a fire burned nearly 29 acres a mere 11
miles northwest of Red Bluff.
Over 1,000 fire-fighting personnel, and other numerous personnel and volunteers from co-operating
agencies, are battling the Wall Fire, which has already consumed over 5,000 acres in neighboring Butte
County. The fire forecasting models do not promise any reprieve from fire threat this summer.
According to the Northern Geographic Area Coordination Center, Shasta County south through the Bay
Area, Sacramento Valley and the Foothills are expected to have above normal significant fire potential from
now through October due to a heavy grass crop commingled with bug-killed and previously droughtdamaged timber.
I cannot impress on everyone how important it is to prepare before the need to evacuate strikes. The lives
saved may be your own, your family‟s, your animals‟, and those that are trying to assist you. I highly
recommend that you review and utilize the following information.
In the event of a wildfire, the Cal Fire Tehama Glen Unit Fire Department, 528-5199, and the Tehama
County Sheriff‟s Office, 529-7900, will notify and assist with any evacuation of residents. Also, the Tehama
County Sheriff‟s Office, Red Bluff Police Department and Corning Police Department will use Tehama Alert
to provide you with critical information quickly in a variety of situations, such as severe weather,
unexpected road closures, missing persons and evacuations of buildings or neighborhoods. This service is
free to the public. If you would like additional information regarding Tehama Alert call Lisa Callaway or
Rod Daugherty at the Tehama County Sheriff‟s Office, 529-7940, or Matt Hansen at the Red Bluff Police
Department, 527-3131. To sign up go to http://tehamaso.org/tehama-alert/. In addition, you may wish to
download the “Ready for Wildfire” mobile application at http://www.readyforwildfire.org/Ready-forWildfire-App/ to stay updated and get alerts when a wildfire is reported in your chosen zip code.
2-1-1 Tehama is another resource for up-to-date information, relief and recovery resources. Either dial 2-11 or visit http://211norcal.org/tehama/ and click on “Disaster Resources” under the “Disaster Response”
tab. In addition, radio scanner frequencies for Tehama can be found at
http://www.scancal.org/co/tehama/index.html.
Emergency Alert System announcements will be on local radio stations KFBK 1530 AM 93.1 FM and KTHU
100.7 FM. Television stations, KRCR Channel 7, KHSL Channel 12, and KNVN Channel 24 will also have
EAS announcements and will provide news updates.

The Daily News at http://www.redbluffdailynews.com/, the Redding Record Searchlight at
http://www.redding.com/ and the Chico Enterprise Record at http://www.chicoer.com/ will post updated
news to their websites. In addition, current fire incident information can be found at Cal Fire at
http://cdfdata.fire.ca.gov/incidents/incidents_current and Yuba Net at http://yubanet.com/Fires/.
Please do not call 911 for fire or evacuation information. Use 911 only for immediate threat emergencies.
Please remember, if a major disaster happens the whole community may be affected, and help may not
come immediately. If a wildfire is approaching, be proactive. Listen to Emergency Alert System
announcements and get ready to leave.
The American Red Cross of Northeastern California at 673-1460 will establish shelters for short-term
housing and care of evacuees. However, they will only allow service animals, and not family pets, inside
their shelters. Be sure to arrange other housing for your pets‟ safety prior to a disaster. If you choose not to
go to the Red Cross shelter, still contact them to provide information about your location, in the event
anyone is attempting to locate you.
In Tehama County, if disaster strikes, PETS will be one of the resources available for our residents. In
anticipation of such, we are asking in advance if you would be willing to assist us. If you are willing to
volunteer in case of disaster, we ask that you write us at petstehama@gmail.com, message us on Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/PETSTehama or call us at 527-8702. If we hear from you, we will forward a
simple form which, when filled out, will allow us to build an effective Volunteer Team. Working together
with PETS, Tehama County Animal Services and the sheriff‟s office we can provide, as needed, help to
animals affected by disaster. Thank you in advance.
This is the first of three articles on this topic.

PETS: Hot dogs are for barbecues, not cars
POSTED: 07/08/17

July is National Hot Dog Month and, according to the National Hot Dog and Sausage Council, Americans
consume over seven billion hot dogs between Memorial Day and Labor Day. That is an awful lot of “hot
dogs” during summer.
How the term got its name creates as much debate as the existence of extraterrestrials. One story is how
sports cartoonist Tad Dorgan, at a baseball game in New York, heard vendors selling sausages yelling, “Get
your dachshund sausages while they‟re red hot.” Though no-one can find it, Dorgan supposedly sketched a
cartoon depicting the scene but was not sure how to spell “dachshund” so, instead, he called them “hot
dogs.”
So why the preamble about hot dogs in a column dedicated to pets and animals? Since one of PETS‟
mantras, during the summer months, is “Hot dogs are for BBQs. Don‟t leave your best friend in a hot car,” I
thought it might be an interesting way to broach an extremely serious issue.
Every year hundreds of pets die during the summer because they are left unattended in vehicles. On an 85°
day the temperature inside a car with the windows slightly open can reach 104° within 10 minutes, after 30
minutes 119° and, after one hour, 130°. Dogs do not perspire like humans. They pant to evaporate moisture
from their lungs, which takes heat away from their body. If the air that they are taking in is too hot, like it is
in a parked car, then panting does not help and the animal quickly overheats. Rolling down a window or
parking in the shade does not offer protection either, since temperatures can still escalate to dangerous
levels.
According to the California Penal Code, it is unlawful to leave or confine an animal in any unattended
motor vehicle under conditions that endanger the health or well-being of an animal due to heat, cold, lack
of adequate ventilation, lack of food or water, or other circumstances that could reasonably be expected to
cause suffering, disability, or death to the animal. A peace officer, firefighter, animal control officer, or

other emergency responder is authorized to take all steps that are reasonably necessary for the removal of
an animal from a motor vehicle.
However, in 2016, changes were made to the California law, known as the “Right to Rescue Act”, that will
allow any person to take reasonable steps necessary to remove an animal from a motor vehicle, without
criminal liability, if that person holds a reasonable belief that the animal‟s safety is in immediate danger
provided the conditions following are met.
The person determines the vehicle is locked and there is no reasonable manner for the animal to be
removed from the vehicle other than breaking a window. The person has a good faith belief that forcible
entry into the vehicle is necessary because the animal is in imminent danger of suffering harm. The person
contacts a local law enforcement agency, a local fire department, animal control, or calls 911 before forcibly
entering the vehicle. The person remains with the animal in a safe location, but close by, until the
emergency responder arrives. The person utilizes no more force than necessary to enter the vehicle and
remove the animal. The person immediately relinquishes the animal to the representative from law
enforcement, animal control, or other emergency responder.
Be ready to call for help should you find it necessary to remove an animal from a vehicle. In the city limits
of Red Bluff, call the Red Bluff Police Department at 527-3131. In the city limits of Corning, call the
Corning Police Department at 824-7000. Anywhere in Tehama County other than the above locations, call
the Tehama County Sheriff‟s Office at 529-7900 ext. 1. Keep these numbers in your purse, your car‟s glove
compartment or programmed into your phone.
If you believe the dog is showing signs of heatstroke, which may include heavy panting, collapse, drooling,
lack of coordination, vomiting and difficulty breathing, move him into the shade immediately while waiting
for the authorities to arrive. In addition, wet the dog down with cool, not cold, water. If the dog wants,
allow him to drink cool, not cold, water, but do not force him to. It is very important to avoid ice or very
cold water since that can cause other medical issues.
Some people do not realize what a few minutes in a hot car can do to an animal. Therefore, please
continually remind friends, coworkers, and family to leave pets at home while they run errands during hot
weather. In addition, why not ask local businesses to hang flyers reminding people not to leave their dogs
in their vehicles? If you would like a copy of the “Hot dogs are for BBQs. Don‟t leave your best friend in a
hot car” flyer, write to petstehama@gmail.com.

PETS: Take your time to meet your best
friend
POSTED: 06/24/17

This past week on Facebook I read a posting that started with a reminder that when adopting a pet, one
should take the time to meet the ones that do not initially attract you.
It encouraged the reader to pay attention to the shy ones who hide or cower, the ones that hiss or bark, the
others that are old and frail, the ones who seem hopeless and the ones who are unremarkable in color,
stature, or feature. The post went on to remind us that they were not beyond hope or healing, that they
only needed someone who needed them.
While pet adoptions may happen quickly for many, unfortunately for a number of homeless animals,
finding a home will never be in their future. Why is it they cannot get that loving family they truly deserve?
We all know that pets come in varied sizes and shapes, and each one has its own distinctive personality.
Unfortunately, according to many, the seniors, adult cats, pit bull-type dogs, and any pet considered to
have any kind of special need is deemed less likely to be adopted due to those noted characteristics.
Special needs animals may be missing an eye or limb, or they could be partially or fully deaf or blind. They
can also include those with health conditions, such as cats with FIV (Feline Immunodeficiency Virus) and

heartworm-positive dogs. Other special needs could have to do with past emotional or physical trauma.
Whatever the disability or condition, most can enjoy a full and active life, and be as delightful and
affectionate as any other pet. All they require is some extra help by a caring human. This I say from
personal experience. I have, and have had several „special needs‟ animals.
Just recently, my husband and I adopted another dog from the shelter who, by some standards, would be
considered less-than-likely to be adopted. She is an adult pit bull stray that gave birth to more than one
litter of puppies according to her appearance. When I first met her, she back-pedaled against the wall,
attempting to disappear from view. In order to get her into the play yard, she had to be carried to it. It
appeared almost everything frightened her. At the time of adoption, she had already spent more than a
month in the shelter. Not only was it apparent that she had some special emotional needs, she was also a
breed of dog with arguably the worst reputation, a pit bull. The odds of being adopted were stacked against
her.
Since we brought her home, though she cannot verbally tell us about her previous “life,” her body language
speaks volumes about her treatment. She will not eat out of a dish. Only when food is scattered on the floor
will she hesitantly nibble, and if approached she immediately stops and cowers.
Like one of our other previous dogs, a crate is not the safe haven it should be, but something to be feared.
She adores the grass and sun with such a fervor one would believe she never experienced much of either.
Though we have no proof, our belief is that she did not experience much in the way of human
kindness. Whatever her past, we do know she has been emotionally traumatized.
Are we sorry we adopted her? Not in the slightest. Adopting a pet with special needs or considered being
„less likely to be adopted‟ might seem onerous to some, but to those that do, adoption will provide its own
rewards. One is the warm, fuzzy feeling you get by doing a good deed. The other is realizing how positively
your life is affected by the extra affection and kisses you receive, and the additional smiles and laughter
experienced.
All of us involved with animal welfare would love to see every hard-to-place animal leave the shelter, and
we want nothing more than for these homeless pets to find a loving permanence that was not there before.
However, we also realize that adopting any animal should never be done impulsively. These animals have
already been through hell and back, so please be sure that you are willing and able to give them the
resources, commitment, and most of all, love necessary.
As a final note, circumstances, breed, color, or age do not define these animals. They are not aware of how
they may be different from others of their species. No matter how they became a special needs or less-thanadoptable pet, by either birth, illness, accident, aging or at the hands of an errant human, they can still
teach us a great deal about the resilience of spirit and how to love without judgment. That in itself is a
pretty good deal.

-------------------------------------------------------PETS: Of cats and men this Father’s Day
POSTED: 06/16/17
With Father‟s Day tomorrow, it might be just a perfect time to recognize a number of men who challenge
the female stereotype of “crazy-cat” person.
One of the most macho cat lovers that ever existed was writer Ernest Hemingway (1899-1961). He was an
American author, journalist, and winner of both the Pulitzer Prize and the Nobel Peace Prize for his work.

Famously known for his hard drinking, adventurous lifestyle ways of deep-sea fishing, hunting, boxing,
and bullfighting, he was definitely a pussycat when it came to the felines.
This brawny man known for his love of big game hunting truly enjoyed returning home to his little “purr
factories” as he so fondly called them. However, the one feline in Hemingway‟s life who undoubtedly was
the most special was Snowball. The popular story on how Hemingway acquired Snowball is that a ship‟s
captain, Stanley Dexter, gave the author the six-toed while ball of fluff after he admired the cat‟s polydactyl
condition. Hemingway believed men should be “macho” so he did not hesitate in giving Snowball the
chance to sow his wild oats with as many “loose and free-lovin” female cats as he could find. Due to those
glorious unions, each of the 40-50 polydactyl “Hemmingway cats” that still live on the property of the
Hemingway Home and Museum in Key West, Florida, are presumed to be descended from Snowball‟s
adventurous ways.
President Abraham Lincoln doted on his two cats, Tabby and Dixie, unexpected gifts from Secretary of
State William Seward just as the Civil War began. During the Civil War, the President is quoted as stating,
“Dixie is smarter than my whole cabinet! And furthermore she doesn‟t talk back!” However, Mrs. Lincoln
did not share her husband‟s fondness for the kitties. When President Lincoln fed “Tabby” at a White House
dinner, Mrs. Lincoln asked “Don‟t you think it‟s shameful for Mr. Lincoln to feed Tabby with a gold fork?”
The President replied, “If the gold fork was good enough for former President James Buchanan, I think it is
good enough for Tabby.”
Edgar Allen Poe (1809 —1849) was an American writer, editor, and literary critic. He is best known for his
poetry and macabre short stories, among which is “The Black Cat,” a tale of a cat who brings retribution
upon his murderous owner. He absolutely loved cats, especially his beloved kitty, Caterina, who is said to
have adored him equally and would perch on his shoulder for hours while he wrote. Caterina died two
weeks after Poe‟s death due to her despondency over his absence.
Victor Hugo (1802-1885), the well-known writer whose works include “Les Miserables” and “The
Hunchback of Notre Dame”, wrote often in his diary about his fondness for cats. It was because of his love
for domestic animals that he supported the establishment of the first animal protection law in France (the
Grammont Law) in 1850.
Samuel Langhorne Clemens (1835-1910), better known as Mark Twain, an American novelist whose work
includes „The Adventures of Tom Sawyer‟, was also an abolitionist, a supporter of women‟s suffrage, and a
man who adored cats. He frequently featured the felines in his literature. He was noted for giving them
difficult-to-pronounce names like Appollinaris, Zoroaster, and Blatherskite. When he played pool, often a
cat would be nestled in a corner pocket while the others chased the billiard balls. If a cat fell asleep while he
was playing, he would stop the game instead of moving the kitty. In his novel „The Refuge of The Derelicts‟,
Twain wrote, “A cat ain‟t ever anybody‟s slave or serf or servant, and can‟t be — it ain‟t in him to be. And so,
he don‟t have to obey anybody. He is the only creature in heaven or earth or anywhere that don‟t have to
obey somebody or other, including the angels ... There‟s always somebody a king has to obey ... but it ain‟t
so with a cat.”
There are many other notable figures with soft spots in their heart for purring felines. Winston Churchill,
former Prime Minister of the U.K who led Britain to victory over Nazi Germany during World War II.
Albert Einstein, theoretical physicist who developed the theory of relativity. Isaac Newton, mathematician,
astronomer, and physicist who is responsible for a variety of discoveries, including the laws of gravity and
universal motion, calculus, and the cat door. The list goes on to include, George W. Bush, Pablo Picasso,
Marlon Brando, Raymond Chandler, James Dean, Chris Hemsworth (AKA Thor), Sigmund Freud, Albert
Schweitzer, and Jules Verne, to name but a few.
It would appear that being called a “crazy-cat” person can no longer be attributed to just the ladies.
Apparently “real men” love cats too.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

PETS: Have you hugged your cat today?
POSTED: 05/26/17
The ancient Egyptians held cats in the highest esteem, something to this day I am sure cats have not
forgotten. I am also positive they still believe they are royal, elegant beings, who cannot be controlled by
mere mortals. To me, they are fuzzy fur-balls with attitude. No matter how we view them, there is no
disputing that cats are truly unique creatures worthy of our attention.
May 30th is International Hug Your Cat Day and it kick-starts June‟s animal-related holidays that focus
on, as you may have guessed, cats. If you have a cat you, no doubt, enjoy that warm, comfortable feeling
you get when you curl up on a couch and your cat comes up purring and nestles into your lap. A perfect
time, you think, for a hug. Most likely, a swift scathing look from him and a quick exit will be enough to
remind you that hugging is definitely not in his repertoire. If your cat does not mind a hug, count your
blessings and not your scratches.
You don‟t have a cat to hug? If you do not, then it is something easily remedied. The upcoming month of
June is “Adopt a Cat Month” and “Adopt a Shelter Cat Month.” If all that was not enough to entice you to
get one, Friday, June 9, is the first of five “Free Cat Fridays” the Tehama County Animal Care Center, in
conjunction with PETS, will be holding this summer.
Free Cat Friday will be held the second Friday of each month — July 14, Aug. 11, Sept. 8 and Oct. 13 — at
the center, 1830 Walnut St. in Red Bluff, 527-3439. During these “Free Cat Friday” events, all adoption fees
for adult cats will be waived and the adoption fees for kittens will be reduced to $10.
“So why,” you might ask, “would I ever even want to get a cat?” I used to wonder the same thing. I was a
person who only had dogs and could not fathom what my husband found so enthralling about them. Let‟s
face it, there are cat people, and there are dog people. However, over these past years, I have found there
can also be “both kinds” of people and am happy to say I am now “both kinds.” Sharing a home with two
cats and two dogs does not give you a chance for much privacy. These fuzz-butts follow me everywhere, to
the kitchen, den, bedroom, and unfortunately the bathroom too. All this camaraderie means that I also get
to keep as much of an eye on them as they do me. In the process, I have not only learned a few things about
these mysterious, noble creatures, but managed to get as enamored as my husband.
They are quite loving in their own inimitable style. It may only be on their own terms, but when they do
come for a cuddle, endowing you with their soft purring contentment, there is nothing else quite like it. Dr.
Frank McMillan, in his book “Unlocking the Animal Mind: How Your Pet‟s Feelings Hold the Key to His
Health and Happiness” notes how cats are not „latchkey‟ pets who get along with little attention and care.
He asserts, “Cats may be more at risk than dogs for emotional starvation from insufficient social
companionship.” Ask any cat person. Cats may act aloof and indifferent, but spend any time with them and
the truth comes out. They are as attention-seeking as the canines.
Speaking of love, understand that your cat‟s displays of affection may not be exactly what you anticipate or
occur when you would like them. Our departed Maine Coon liked to lay on my head every night, patting my
cheeks with his paws. Pogo, our tabby, likes to nibble my chin or take his ever-sharp claws and knead them
against my chest just as I‟m trying to sleep. The Siamese seems to take great pleasure in knowing the
precise moment I want to pay a bill, type on the computer, or read a book. It is also the same moment that
she intentionally places herself right on top of whatever is holding my attention. Does all this sometimes
annoy me? Yes, but the allure that these kitties have, even when they are being obnoxious, somehow defies
any sane rational explanation.

Bottom line, cats enjoy affection as much as we do. So promise yourself that you will remember to shower
your beloved felines with the attention they deserve and actually need. And, as one of the strangest
holidays to celebrate just how much we love our cats comes to an end, why not take a chance and give them
a hug? You just might be able to get away with giving them a quick embrace without any unpleasant effects
like shredded arms. Don‟t be disappointed if they refuse to hug you back. After all, that‟s how cats roll.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

PETS: It’s Chip Your Pet Month in May
POSTED: 05/19/17
There is always a holiday, celebration, or cause to promote throughout the year. May is no exception, since
it is designated as “Chip Your Pet Month.” It is a time when shelters, rescues, and veterinarians discuss the
importance of pet microchipping.
A small, valuable chip with a unique identification number can make all the difference in whether a pet
finds his home or is lost forever. I think we can all agree that lost pets and their guardians deserve to be
reunited. Even though a person may be extremely responsible, accidents do happen and pets manage to get
lost. Current estimates are that one out of every three pets becomes lost at least once in their life.
According to a study conducted by the Journal of the American Veterinary Medical Association, only about
22% of lost dogs, and less than 2% of lost cats, that enter shelters reunite with their guardians. However,
the return-to-owner rate for microchipped dogs is over 52%, and for microchipped cats, it is over 38%. The
odds of a pet returning to its owner dramatically increase with microchipping.
Even though there are multiple ways to identify a pet, such as a name tag or license attached to a collar, or
a tattoo, it is also possible that collars can slide off or be removed, and that tattoos may not be legible. A
microchip is one form of permanent identification. The additional benefit is that a microchip has an
average life expectancy of twenty-five years.
Microchipping is a relatively simple procedure. A veterinarian or your local shelter can do it in a matter of
seconds. Think of it as giving an injection to a pet. Most pets go through the event without as much as a
peep. This small computer chip, no larger than a grain of rice, is injected just under your pets‟ skin,
between the shoulder blades.
There is no need to leave your pet at a clinic, you can be present during the injection, no anesthetic is
required and your pet will not experience any more distress than it would when getting its annual
vaccinations. Also, the chips should not typically cause any adverse allergic reactions.
After the injection, to ensure that the chip is functioning correctly, a test scan is completed. The microchip
identification number, along with guardian contact information, pet name and description, and
veterinarian or shelter contact information is recorded on a form, which is then sent to the registry of the
particular brand of chip. Additionally, free of charge, you can register any brand or frequency of microchip,
add pets, and update contact information online at Found Animals Microchip Registry
(https://www.foundanimals.org/microchip-registry/owners ). Whenever a lost pet is located, Found
Animals provides an alert system. Whatever registry you utilize, it is important to remember to keep all
contact information current. (More on next page)
It is not unusual for a stray with a microchip to come into the shelter and unfortunately, because the
information is outdated, the owner cannot be located. In addition, during an animal‟s regular wellness

exam, why not take the precaution and have the microchip scanned to make sure that it is still in place and
functioning properly?
The International Standards Organization (ISO) recommends the 15 digit ISO pet microchip as the world
standard for microchips. A microchip does not store any personal information. As well, a microchip
cannot function as a GPS since it does not contain a power source. The chip will not do anything until a
handheld scanner passes over it. If your pet arrives at a shelter or vet clinic, they will immediately pass a
scanner over the skin of the pet and the implanted chip will emit an RF (radio frequency) signal. The
scanner then reads the chip‟s unique ID code. The shelter or clinic will then contact the registry displayed,
and that registry will use the ID number to retrieve your name and phone number from its database in
order to reunite you with your missing pet.
If you have not microchipped your pet because of cost, please seriously reconsider. The Tehama County
Animal Care Center, at 1830 Walnut St., Red Bluff, inserts a microchip for $15. Additionally, in Tehama
County, VIP Pet Care (1-800-427-7973) is at Tractor Supply, 249 Main St., Red Bluff, every Sunday from
3:45-5 p.m., and will microchip for $19. Veterinary clinics will also microchip, though the fees will vary
depending upon any additional services provided.
If your pet is lost, microchipping will identify your pet and help reunite him with you. It also proves,
without question, that you are the pet‟s owner should the need ever arise. Above all, it works. There are
numerous stories of pets, after months of being missing, reuniting with their guardians. The one item all
had in common was that tiny chip.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

PETS: An abundance of turkey vultures in
the area
POSTED: 05/05/17

You may notice that there are a number of turkey vultures in our area. Recently, a friend told me about a
young vulture injured by a truck and the truck‟s occupants had left the hurt bird in apparent distress.
While many may unjustly consider them pests, despite their appearance and questionable choice of food
these vultures play an important part in maintaining a healthy functioning ecosystem and, no matter how
one may feel, letting any animal suffer is inhumane.
So what do you do, whether you cause the injury or find an injured vulture? Because the bird will require
specialized care, contact a local wildlife rehabilitator immediately. The California Department of Fish and
Wildlife is NOT a wildlife rehabilitator, but maintains a list of rehabilitation facilities on its website at
https://www.wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Laboratories/Wildlife-Investigations/Rehab/Facilities. Should
you find orphaned, sick, or injured wild birds in Tehama County, call Karen Scheuermann of Tehama Wild
Care at 347-1687 or visit https://www.facebook.com/tehamawildcare/, located in Cottonwood.
Once you have located someone who can properly care for the animal, get a small cardboard box or dog
carrier in which to transport it. The more confining the box is, the better. A tighter space will actually assist
in keeping the bird calmer than a larger one, since it may prevent him bouncing around and incurring
additional injury. While attempting to capture, it is preferable to throw a large blanket over him, pressing
his wings to his sides before placing him in the box. Be sure to be careful of its beak. Once captured, keep
the vulture somewhere warm and dark until transported to a rehabilitator. However, please note, it is
unlawful for any unauthorized person to possess or care for wildlife for more than 48 hours. Also, most
rehabilitators will not pick up wildlife, so you will have to capture and transport the bird yourself, being

sure not to drop-off the animal unless instructed to do so. Rehabilitators are volunteers who often work out
of their homes, and must establish limits on the number of animals they can accept and care for.
Here are a few fascinating tidbits about turkey vultures. They do not nest in trees, but lay their eggs on the
ground, in caves, hollow logs or other cave-like structures. They live in families and roost together. Vulture
roosts typically contain less than 100 individuals, but counts up to 300 are not rare. A vulture lays 1 clutch
of 2 eggs per year, and incubates it for 38-41 days. The young hatchling, born with eyes open and covered
in down, is cared for by both parents for 80 days or more.
Turkey vultures are large birds with a wingspan of 63-72 inches, a length of 24-32 inches and a weight of
1.8 to 5.1 pounds. During breeding season, they are found throughout most of California. During winter,
they migrate south and are absent in most of the state, except for some individuals in coastal regions. Like
most other vultures, the turkey vulture is limited in its vocalization ability. Because it lacks a syrinx (an
organ unique to birds), it can only utter hisses and grunts. The hisses usually occur when it feels
threatened, and the grunts are commonly heard when the young are hungry or the adults are courting.
Their food of choice is fresh carrion, but they will not eat extremely rotted carcasses. They are the only
scavenger birds that cannot kill prey because their feet are like those of chickens, and are useless for
ripping into prey. They are non-aggressive and, if disturbed or harassed, they (including the babies) will
vomit on whoever is bothering them. Vultures can also actually assist in preventing the spread of disease.
Most disease-causing organisms are killed in the vulture‟s highly acidic stomachs.
Groups of vultures spiraling upward to gain altitude appear similar to water boiling in a pot, and are thus
called “kettles. Because of their light weight and their use of thermal currents (rising columns of air) to get
around, vultures use very little energy, and can soar for hours without flapping their wings. Aircraft pilots
have reported seeing them as high as 20,000 feet. They can swoop up to 60 mph in order to avoid being
“mobbed” by ravens or jays and will regularly forage out 15-20 miles from the roost. In addition to their
excellent eyesight, in order to spot carrion from high in the air they are aided by their incredible sense of
smell, a result of them having the largest olfactory system of all birds.
Wildlife rehabilitators suggest that, in order to assist these ecologically helpful raptors and other birds such
as eagles, hawks, condors, etc., in staying out of our way on the roads, especially when prey is scarce, roadkill be tossed to a place where they may feed safely. Not all of us are up to doing that so, instead, maybe we
could exercise a bit more caution and appreciate the role they play in nature‟s balance.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

PETS: Celebrating World Veterinary Day
POSTED: 04/29/17

Our family‟s veterinarians are, in my opinion, important to this family‟s welfare. I feel that without our
veterinarians‟ continued support, the well-being — both emotionally and physically — of our entire family
unit would not be as good as it is. They have ensured our animals‟ health, saved our pets‟ lives on more
than one occasion and held our hands and grieved with us when it was time to let one of them go.
Therefore, I ask all of you to join me in celebrating World Veterinary Day, April 29, a day designed to
recognize the amazing work carried out by veterinarians.
While most people understand what a veterinarian does, they often do not fully realize that their training is
similar to a human‟s physician. Before attending veterinary school there are four-plus years of
undergraduate education. Afterwards is another four-plus years of veterinary medicine. Those years equal

what medical school students receive, but it covers a number of animal species instead of only one. Upon
graduation, they become a Doctor of Veterinary Medicine (DVM). However, some receive additional
training and become board certified in a particular field, such as orthopedics, cardiology, etc. In addition,
veterinarians, in each state in which they wish to practice, must pass a licensure exam. So, on your next
visit, be assured that a highly trained professional is caring for your beloved family member.
Veterinarians not only tackle the health and welfare needs of every species of animal, they also perform
other critical roles in protection, research, safety and health. In the US, approximately two-thirds of
veterinarians provide care for a wide range of species, from the traditional such as dogs, cats, horses, etc.,
to the more exotic found in zoos and wildlife sanctuaries. Some may limit their practice to the care of farm
animals and advise owners on ways to protect our nation‟s food supply. Others conduct research, teach,
and develop continuing education programs. Still others oversee shipments of animals, testing for diseases
that could threaten animal and human health and working to prevent and eradicate diseases, such as
tuberculosis and rabies. Veterinarians also serve as epidemiologists in city, county, state and federal
agencies investigating animal and human disease outbreaks and develop programs to prevent the spread of
diseases such as malaria, Ebola, and avian influenza. They help ensure the safety of food processing plants,
restaurants, and water supplies. Many study the effects of pesticides, industrial pollutants and other
contaminants on animals and people, while others evaluate the safety of medicines, food additives, etc.
We all want our pets to be healthy and get the best medical care possible. We rely on our veterinarian to
provide it. If you want to make your trip to the veterinarian easier on you, your pet and everyone at the
veterinary clinic, then a little understanding, consideration and teamwork on your part can go a long way
in achieving those goals.
Start by arriving on time or a few minutes early for your appointment and be sure your pet is leashed or in
a carrier. While in the exam room turn your cell phone off and give the vet your undivided attention. The
veterinarian and their staff can learn a lot about a pet by interacting with it, so let them handle the animal.
They will let you know if you can be of any assistance. Be sure to share your observations of your pet‟s
behavior. The more information and questions you have, the better it is for all concerned. There is nothing
more helpful than bringing in a written list of problems and symptoms your pet has, concerns you want to
discuss and the questions you want to ask. You asked for their help and expertise, so follow your
veterinarian‟s recommendations and, if the treatment is or is not working, let them know. Medicine is not
an exact science and many diseases have the same symptoms, so in order to provide the best and most
accurate care possible, they need your input.
Also note, the financial aspect of veterinary medicine can be frustrating for both pet guardians and
veterinarians. As its guardian, your pet is your responsibility and you are the one who ultimately decides
on the care you are willing or able to pursue. Veterinarians do care about their patients and clients, and
can sympathize with your financial situation. However, they cannot continually give things away for free if
they want to keep their practice running successfully in order for everyone to benefit.
Whether you are a cat, a dog, a horse, or other animal person, why not say thank you to your veterinarians
on this day for the remarkable jobs they do? I know I will. Thank you Valley Veterinary Clinic for the care
you have shown all our family members. It has always been greatly appreciated.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

PETS: Orphaned kittens need extra care
POSTED: 04/22/17

As the weather warms, little balls of fluff start arriving at the Tehama County Animal Care Center at 1830
Walnut St., Red Bluff.
No, they are not dust balls formed with the spring winds. They are hungry, squeaking kittens. Steadily,
each day until winter, more and more kittens and cats will arrive. Many kittens will arrive without mothers
and require consistent love and attention that is difficult to provide in a shelter environment. A vast
number of the felines will appear with either severe injuries or illnesses.
Pregnant cats coming in shall require continuous monitoring until delivery. With the steady arrival of each
new group, it does not take very long to fill all the available spaces and exhaust the resources at the center.
The orphaned kittens need extra care like all helpless babies. Although these little bundles of fur are as
adorable as any other baby, many are still weeks away from being old enough to be weaned, spayed,
neutered or adopted.
Even if they do not have special needs, kittens do not have developed immune systems and, because of the
unending inflow of other cats, they are at a heightened risk of getting ill. As diligently as everyone will try,
many will die.
What can you do to help during these next months?
The first answer is to foster. Finding enough fosters is an almost impossible undertaking for the Center.
One of the reasons is that people are afraid that once a bond forms they will be unable to return the animal.
While it might be difficult to bring your very first foster back to the shelter, it is important to remember
that, because of your efforts, this helpless creature survived and is now ready for a permanent home. I have
fostered kittens, with and without their mothers, and found it to be a life-changing and rewarding
experience and I highly encourage all of you to try it.
The shelter will assist and guide you during the foster and will provide all food, supplies, veterinary care,
etc., so there is essentially no cost to you. If you are interested and would like to learn more, please call the
Tehama County Animal Care Center at 527-3439 as soon as possible. The center‟s manager, Christine
McClintock, will be happy to discuss the program and answer any questions or concerns you might have.
If you have allergies or other reasons that you cannot work with the cats/kittens directly, the next best
thing is to either donate or assist in garnering needed supplies that are necessary for the health and welfare
of the tiny munchkins.
Some of the items constantly needing replenishment because of the volume of animals is as follows: KMR
Powder for Kittens & Cats, the replacement milk for orphaned or rejected kittens or even for those nursing,
but needing supplemental feeding. The formula closely matches mother‟s milk in protein, fat, and
carbohydrates, thus providing the newborns their essential nourishment. Royal Canin Mother and Babycat
Dry Cat Food, is a first-step “crunchy” feeding that is designed for very young kittens. It features very small
kibble, with a soft texture that suits a kitten‟s jaw and teeth. It can also be further softened by adding water,
thus helping ease the transition from milk to solid food. Pet nursing bottles with graduated markings, so
the amount of milk ingested during feedings can be documented and extra nipples are always beneficial.
Pet Puppy Pads or Medical Chux, because what goes in must come out. Figure that these disposable pads
are akin to human diapers, and we all know how many diapers one baby can go through.
The most important thing that everyone can do to help the shelter is to spay and neuter their own cats,
even if they never go out. Cats, as young as five months, can get pregnant. Because cats have an average of
4-6 kittens per pregnancy, and can be pregnant several times a year, it is no wonder that these litters
become overwhelming, especially if the resultant litters, themselves, have kittens within a few months.
Therefore, it is important to spay or neuter before a first litter is ever born.

Another way to assist the shelter is to adopt one of the darling kittens when they become available. Also
when adopting, consider one of the mom cats since they often remain behind long after their adorable
babies have found homes.
Whatever you choose to do, your actions will make a difference. You become an angel to the kitties, and
you help the Center during an overwhelming, exhausting period. Both are things to be proud of.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

PETS: Community and humanity
POSTED: 04/15/17

In today‟s world where stories of hatred, cruelty, and acts of violence are commonplace, it is often difficult
to believe that there are kind acts and compassionate people.
How many of you have said that you have lost your faith in humanity? I do agree. Humans can be truly
horrible and despicable, but I also believe with every ounce of my being, that when we lose faith in
humanity, we give up. I, for one, refuse to give up and I am more than thrilled to say, after this past
weekend, humanity is alive and well in our community.
American cultural anthropologist, Margaret Mead stated, “Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful
committed citizens can change the world. Indeed it is the only thing that ever has.” I must agree that, when
people come together it can be an amazing example of how good mankind can really be. In a small
Northern California town last Saturday, a group of thoughtful and committed people changed a frequently
ignored portion of our community. Local citizens, charitable organizations, businesses and government
agencies shared their efforts during the “Team Up to Clean Up” event at the Tehama County Animal Care
Center. They used those collective efforts to help those whose only way of saying thank you is a wag of a tail
and a lick of a tongue.
Those that helped that day were not from one particular part of town, or even the immediate area. Some
have volunteered consistently at the Tehama County Animal Care Center, while others had never
previously been there. Many came with shovels, rakes and wheelbarrows, while others came with only their
strong muscles and determined backs to assist. All, whether young or old, came with smiles on their faces
and lent a determined hand. They planted flowers, pushed brooms, hauled debris, and worked harder than
anyone had a right to expect. I dare anyone, who would have seen what transpired, to not to be in awe. For
me, the teamwork and selfless acts by all involved was such a spectacle that it took my breath away.
For those who were not directly involved, the following briefly outlines the accomplishments of the day.
The quantity of materials and supplies received went well beyond what we wished for, due to the amazing
generosity of local businesses and numerous other individual donors. There was ample fresh bark to
spread throughout all three play-yards, thus ensuring that dogs and guests could have pleasant places to
enjoy and in which to become acquainted. A cleaner, fresher look to the shelter was achieved because
cobblestones and crushed gravel were moved onto the remaining grounds. In order to prevent the dogs
from tunneling and escaping while in the yards, placement of cement slabs underneath the chain-link fence
occurred. To assist in decreasing kennel stress, privacy slats were inserted in the fencing. To present a
more welcoming appearance to the public, low maintenance shrubs and perennials were planted and drip
systems with automatic timers installed to allow for ease of upkeep. The only unfortunate occurrence, due
to the weather, was that the planned painting was postponed to a future time.
From the perspective of the PETS organization, this past weekend‟s event was an unmitigated success. The
event, we believe, made the shelter visible to a new set of people who we hope will become future adopters,

volunteers, fosters, or regular supporters of the Care Center and the animals within. It was an excellent
opportunity to meet and form a camaraderie with other members of our community who we previously did
not know. It offered multiple openings to teach children about kindness to animals, community
involvement and answer the many questions they had. It was also an occasion to have some fun with an
outstanding, remarkable group of people.
Most of us like to hear someone thank us for the things that we do. Even though getting a „thank you‟ is not
typically the motivation of why we do things, knowing we are not taken for granted is appreciated. The
PETS organization, believes strongly in giving thanks to those who assist us in achieving our goal of
helping homeless animals and the shelter that cares for them. Because the list is quite lengthy, it is
impossible to individually thank everyone who participated in, or contributed to, this event in this article.
However, on behalf of myself, PETS, the Tehama County Animal Care Center, and the animals, “thank you”
for the contributions of supplies, time and effort you gave. Please know that each of you epitomized the
best of humanity and are amazing examples of how good mankind can really be. It was not only my
pleasure, but it was also truly an honor to work alongside all of you.

PETS: Why you need to license your dog
POSTED: 04/08/17

In Tehama County, obtaining a dog license is a requirement. How often have you asked yourself, “What is
the purpose of licensing my dog, and what would happen if I did not do it?” While some of you may think
that licensing dogs is “a waste of money”, you need to consider why they are required and the resultant
benefits to you, your family and the community. As much as many may disagree, owning a dog is a
“privilege” rather than a “right” in the eyes of the law. In order to understand the difference between both,
let us use driving a car as an example. Cars are both useful and considered potentially dangerous.
Therefore, the government regulates who can use them and how they are used. In order to operate a
vehicle, the driver must follow laws or face losing driving privileges. This also applies to owning a pet. Pets
can be ultimately dangerous, possibly affecting the health and welfare of other people and the community
where they reside. Again, for everyone‟s protection, laws are enforced.
What happens if your pet is lost or stolen? If your dog goes missing, having him licensed significantly
improves your chances of getting him back, especially if he is not microchipped. A license assists animal
control and shelters to quickly identify your dog via its license number and return him safely to you. In
addition, if your lost dog ends up in a shelter and he is not microchipped, a license may be the only way to
prove that he is yours. Studies show that over 90% of dogs impounded wearing a license return to their
owner.
Licensing provides much needed revenue to the shelter to care for the many lost, unwanted, injured,
abandoned, or mistreated animals. By licensing your dog, you are definitely helping those dogs. You may
never have an animal go missing and require the shelter‟s services, but the funds you pay by registering do
go right back to feeding and housing dogs that may not be as fortunate as your dog is.
Licensing is a benefit to the community‟s health. In order to license your dog, its rabies vaccination has to
be up to date. Rabies is a very real threat to humans. Rabies is often fatal. I cannot think of anyone who
would want to lose a child or other family member or pet, because a rabies vaccination was not given.
Every state requires their counties and cities to protect their citizens from contracting rabies by mandating
that every owned dog is to have a rabies vaccination. Dog licensing serves as an excellent check and
balance system to insure that everyone is vaccinating their dogs and doing their part to keep their own
family, pets, and our community safe.

Licensing also provides additional benefits. It helps protect animal owners and their pets or livestock by
tracking dangerous and aggressive dogs and habitual offenders of animal laws. It also provides important
information on pet populations and can affect how government resources are allotted in order to fund
special programs like spaying and neutering.
Within the unincorporated area of Tehama County, all dogs above the age of four months are required to
have a rabies vaccination certificate, signed by a veterinarian, showing the date of vaccination to the date of
expiration, as well as a valid dog license. If you chose not to spay or neuter your dog prior to four months of
age, you are still required to comply with the state law requirements. If you live in the city limits of Red
Bluff or Corning, licenses are issued by the respective city.
In the unincorporated area of Tehama County, spayed or neutered dog license fees are $10.00 per year, or
$25.00 for 3 years. For unaltered dogs it is $25.00 per year, or $60.00 for 3 years. The owner of any dog
who fails to obtain a required license within thirty days after acquisition of the dog can be liable for a
$50.00 fine and a late renewal fee of $20.00. Kennel dog license and working dog license late fees are
$20.00 plus 50% of the normal license fee. The cost of a license is not overwhelming. Think about it.
Licensing your dog for 3 years is still less than one fine.
All of the money collected from licensing fees goes directly to the benefit of animals and citizens within the
community. So please do your part.

PETS: The scoop on poop
POSTED: 04/01/17

Who hasn‟t stepped in it? Who finds scraping doggie doo-doo off one‟s shoes a less than pleasant
experience? Also, just ask my husband, since retirement, how thrilled he is about his new daily occupation,
being the official poop picker-upper in the household. Okay I admit it, discussing dog poo is probably not
the most riveting of topics. Whether we own a dog, cat, horse, etc., we also know that whatever goes in
must come out, and dealing with animal waste is one of the least liked aspects of being a pet owner, a fact
with which I am sure my husband would heartily agree.
Why bring up this smelly topic? Well, it happens that April is the month of “poop”. No, I really am not full
of it. Supposedly, April 1st begins National Scoop the Poop Week, though others list it as occurring the
fourth week of April. However, the first week in April is also International Pooper Scooper Week. The
Association of Professional Animal Waste Specialists (aPaws), founded in February 2002 by a group of
professional pooper scoopers, believe dog waste is not a joke. In recognition of a growing problem, aPaws
established a special week to educate pet guardians on the importance of cleaning up after their dogs. Last,
but not least, Petcentric has declared April 25th as National “Don‟t Step in Dog Poop Day”. You just might
say April has gone to the dogs (or is it their patties?)
Think about this for a second… the American Pet Association has estimated that the seventy-one million
pet dogs in the United States produce over 4.4 billion pounds of fecal matter per year. Roughly, it is enough
to cover 900 football fields with 12 inches of dog waste! Or, if you want to make it more personal, the Food
and Drug Administration estimates that one dog produces an average of 0.75 pounds of waste per day
which, per-year per-household, can equate to over 400 pounds of dog turds per pet! Doggone it, you have
to agree, the piles are more than just a yucky nuisance.
In 1994, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) recognized pet waste as a major contributor of
Nonpoint Source Pollution (NPS). NPS pollution is caused by rainfall or snowmelt moving over and
through the ground. As the runoff moves, it picks up and carries away pollutants, like feces, depositing

them into lakes, rivers, wetlands, coastal waters and ground waters. NPS pollutants have harmful effects on
drinking water supplies, recreation, fisheries and wildlife.
Whether it is a mangy mutt or a well-bred champion, their dumps are one of the leading sources of E. coli
(fecal coliforms) bacterial pollution. One gram of dog feces contains over 20,000,000 E. coli cells. While
one dog‟s droppings may not significantly affect the environment, the collective effect of hundreds of dogs
can create serious problems. In fact, researchers in California, Florida, Idaho, and Virginia call the dog
“doo” runoff from parks and yards contributing to dangerous levels of bacteria in lakes and coastal waters,
the “Fido Hypothesis.”
According to the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), pet droppings can and do
contribute to the diseases animals pass to humans (zoonoses). When infected dog poop is left on the
ground, the eggs of the roundworms and other parasites can linger in the soil for years. As a result, anyone
who comes in contact with the soil, either by gardening, playing, walking, etc., runs the risk of coming into
contact with those eggs. Children run the greatest risk of infection because they are prone, after playing in
the dirt, to put their hands in their mouths or rub their eyes.
Some of the hard-to-pronounce parasites include Cryptosporidium, Giardia, Salmonella, as well as
hookworms, ringworms and tapeworms. Infections from these often cause fever, muscle aches, headache,
vomiting, and diarrhea to name a few of the symptoms. Parasitic infections can definitely make you
extremely sick and, for pregnant women, can pose a serious threat to their unborn child. It doesn‟t take a
scientist to figure out that dog dung is nasty.
The risk to people and other animals greatly decreases when feces are promptly removed and disposed of
properly. The concept is quite simple. If your pet poops, pick it up, bag it, seal it, dispose it in the garbage,
then wash your hands, or use a hand sanitizer if water and soap are unavailable. Folks, this isn‟t rocket
science.
So, gather whatever you it is you use, be it a “pooper scooper,” gloves, bags, or hazmat suit, and do your
part to clean up the environment, one poop at a time. Oh, and since you‟re already up to your elbows in the
stuff, now would be just as good a time as any to also scoop out that litter box too.

PETS: Regulating, protecting animals can
be confusing
POSTED: 03/25/17
The public often assumes that “animal control” and “animal services” are the same. Because of this
assumption, who is responsible for what can be a source of immense confusion and frustration.
In Tehama County a code of ordinances, specifically Title 7, is the foundation that regulates, controls and
protects the animals existing within the unincorporated area of the county.
For those interested, Tehama County codes can be found at http://tinyurl.com/mh3d3z3. If anyone is
interested in state laws regarding animals, California codes can be read at the California legislative site,
http://tinyurl.com/n3f7b4g.
This week, in order to clarify some of the confusion, I would like to address who is responsible for what.

The Tehama County Board of Supervisors is the legislative and executive body of Tehama County, which
has the overall responsibility for the function of county government. They adopt all ordinances and
resolutions governing the county, and are responsible for seeing that they are properly enforced.
They are also the body that establishes the fees and charges for services performed and licenses issued
within the county. Their offices are located at 727 Oak Street, Red Bluff (530- 527-4655). Supervisors are:
District 1, Steve Chamblin (Ext. 3015); District 2, Candy Carlson (Ext. 3014); District 3, Dennis Garton
(Ext. 3017); District 4, Bob Williams (Ext. 3018); and District 5, Burt Bundy (Ext. 3016). Operating under
the supervision of the Board are the directors of the divisions of animal regulation and animal services.
The sheriff, Dave Hencratt, is the director of the division of animal regulation. The sheriff‟s office is at
22840 Antelope Boulevard, Red Bluff (530-529-7900). The division of animal regulation is responsible for
enforcing the laws regulating, controlling, and protecting the animals within the unincorporated area of the
county, and represents the health officer in performing rabies control activities within the county.
Animal regulation officers, also known as animal control officers, are appointed and directed by the sheriff
for the unincorporated area of the county. The animal control officer‟s duty is to enforce state and county
laws and regulations pertaining to the licensing, impounding and disposal of animals. The most familiar of
the duties is locating, capturing, impounding and transporting dangerous, unwanted, lost, diseased or
injured animals. In addition, they investigate complaints regarding animal code violations.
For the city limits of Red Bluff, animal control is handled by the Red Bluff Police Department (530-5273131). In the city limits of Corning, the Corning Police Department (530-824-7000) manages animal
control. For other areas in the county, the Sheriff‟s Department (530-529-7900 ext. 1) is responsible.
The agricultural commissioner, Rick Gurrola, is the director of the division of animal services. His office is
at 1834 Walnut Street, Red Bluff (530-527-4504). The division of animal services is, among other
responsibilities, responsible for maintaining the county animal shelter, known as the Tehama County
Animal Care Center, where animals impounded by any officer or employee of the county, or voluntarily
surrendered by their owners, are placed for humane care and keeping.
In addition, the division is also responsible for the issuance of all dog and kennel licenses within the
unincorporated area of the county and for the supervision of rabies control activities within the county.
The Tehama County Animal Care Center‟s manager, Christine McClintock (530-527-3439), is under the
direction of the agricultural commissioner. Among the manager‟s duties are planning, organizing, directing
and supervising personnel and volunteers, and actively participating in the daily operations and activities
of the Animal Care Center.
McClintock is the “face” of the center. Not only does she represent the center within the community, but
also acts as a liaison for rescue organizations, veterinary clinics, and other public agencies, while insuring
that all animals under the center‟s care are treated with the compassion and dignity they deserve.
The Tehama County Animal Care Center‟s mission is to practice and promote responsible, compassionate
care of all animals, both in their care and in the community it serves. It is considered a “limited admission”
shelter, accepting all stray animals found within its jurisdiction.
Animal owner surrenders are handled on a case-by-case basis, and only with prior manager approval.
The center is located at 1830 Walnut St., Red Bluff (530-527-3439) and any questions with regard to lost
animals, adoptions, licensing, volunteering, etc., can be directed there.

No matter who is responsible for what, each division and their corresponding departments and personnel
have exceedingly monumental tasks overseeing the health and welfare of the animals within our county,
and the protection of its citizens. I personally believe they truly deserve our support and respect.

PETS: Team up to clean up event for care
center
POSTED: 03/18/17
Picture yourself away from everything you have ever known. Whether a stranger snatches you on the street
or a trusted person brings you in, all of a sudden for unknown reasons, you are dumped in a foreign place
with an overwhelming assortment of smells and sounds. It is an assault on all your senses. You don‟t know
anyone, nothing is even remotely familiar.
Shortly after your arrival, you are shunted to a confining, concrete kennel where sounds echo and an array
of unfamiliar dogs surrounds you. The raucous barking that occurs whenever someone walks near is
deafening. You are scared, confused, and become increasingly stressed. You are now a dog in the shelter.
For any animal, the shelter is sensory overload. For dogs, the shelter is not the comfortable habitat they
knew and, out of their normal environment, they will experience varying degrees of fear. What does fear do
to a dog? At the very least, it ensures that he will not behave like his normal self. He may not get along with
other dogs or will be resistant to human touch. He may cower or display signs of being aggressive. However
he acts, it becomes a less-than-stellar impression.
Spending too much time in a kennel also adds greatly to the immense anxiety a shelter animal already
feels. Dealing with being cooped up in a cage for days, weeks, and even months can be extremely
debilitating, thus the animals get sick more often and, as stated, continue not to exhibit their actual
personality, and therefore become harder to adopt.
Again, imagine yourself as that same scared dog who has a safe, fun place to be your true self. You have the
ability to get a pleasant break each day because you get out for a little play, exploration, or quiet time, and
if fortunate, maybe get to spend time with someone who will adopt you. The fear you were experiencing
melts away instantly.
Play is a powerful mood lifter and amazing stress releaser. Play builds trust, confidence, and coping skills.
Play is fun for animals and humans alike, and it helps animals connect with people. Play is a wonderful way
towards building relationships. Upbeat emotions are contagious among animals and people. When animals
regularly experience positive emotions, it is truly the best medicine of all. Dogs become happy, relaxed and
healthier. Their personalities start to shine and potential adopters can imagine them as members of their
home. Adoption rates can soar as much as 25% when animals can have engaging, outside play areas.
In the past, shelters were warehouses for animals where little value was placed on them, and much less was
given to the concept of re-homing them. There was little regard of how shelters were seen by the public.
We know shelters will never emulate a home, but they can be appealing and warmly inviting. Proactive
support for a shelter can help dogs in assisting them in finding homes faster by making the time spent at
the shelter a positive and enjoyable experience for both animals and humans alike.
Sadly, the Tehama County Animal Care Center at 1830 Walnut Street, Red Bluff, CA, is woefully
underfunded, and its facility is in need of repairs and some major, overdue sprucing up. Inside the facility,
they are trying hard to create an inviting atmosphere for the public and improve conditions for the
animals. On the bright side, progress is being made. Unfortunately, there is still a long way to go and there

are no available county resources to improve the play yards or for enhancing the outside to entice the
public to visit. Community involvement really is necessary to improve our local shelter.
The good news is that on Saturday, April 8 Providing Essentials for Tehama Shelter, or PETS, would like to
invite volunteers of all ages to join forces with them and other fellow animal lovers to help spruce up the
Tehama County Animal Care Center at the first “Team Up to Clean Up” event. During it, everyone will be
helping create fun, inviting places where the dogs can go to frolic and have some much needed exercise. In
conjunction with cleaning-up and beautifying the outside play spaces, we also hope to enhance the outside
by weeding, removing debris, planting, painting, and revamping. With everyone‟s efforts, some creativity,
and a few donated items, we believe that a shelter the community can be immensely proud of, that is
enjoyable for both people and animals and where everyone can come and visit, can be achieved!
In order to complete some of the projects, we could also use some help acquiring materials. PETS is a
501(c)3 all-volunteer non-profit organization and all donations are tax-deductible. For a list of materials
needed or to volunteer on April 8 at the “Team Up to Clean Up” event, please write to me at
rmcredbluff@gmail.com or call 528-9447. We thank you in advance for your interest.
We can change what happens emotionally to dogs and make our shelter an enjoyable beacon in the
community for everyone. If it is worth doing, it is worth doing together and together we can do this.

PETS: Understanding aggression is key to
avoiding it
POSTED: 03/11/17
This past week one of our local headlines was “Man suffers severe injuries after vicious dog attack.”
Unfortunately, the person involved was hospitalized due to the severity of his injuries. It is believed the
gentleman came too close to a litter of puppies and, as a result, was attacked by the adult dogs.
It is imperative to understand that any dog of any breed, provided with a certain set of circumstances, can
display aggression towards humans, other dogs, or other animals. When they are guarding their territory
or food, protecting themselves from a perceived threat, or defending their young, dogs will use aggressive
displays much like any other animal or human. Determining the reasons for, or the causative
circumstances surrounding, the aggression is important.
First, it must be determined that the animal is not reacting because of pain or a medical condition. Any
disease that causes pain or increases irritability, such as dental disease, arthritis, or trauma, can lead to
aggression. Certain tumors, central nervous system disorders and various organ dysfunctions can also
contribute to irritability and cause the dog to become aggressive when it is handled or even if it anticipates
handling. Therefore, it is imperative that you first consult with a veterinarian to rule out any possible
medical cause, and provide treatment as necessary. Additionally, the use of training devices that inflict
pain on animals are discouraged because they can lead the animal to become aggressive to stop the pain
received.
Protective, territorial and possessive types of aggression are similar. If the dog perceives a threat, whether
real or imagined, to itself or its “family” it may become protectively aggressive. A perfect example is a
mother protecting her young pups. “Resource guarding” is when dogs become possessively aggressive
when defending their food, toys, or some other highly valued object. When guarding their valued object,
they may growl, snap, or even bite to maintain control over it. Territorial aggression occurs when the dog is
in a yard, home, car, etc., and is approached by another animal or human and attempts to defend what it
considers its territory.

Fear is the underlying cause of most forms of canine aggression. Fear-motivated aggression is a defensive
reaction and occurs when a dog believes he is in danger of being harmed. It is exceedingly important to
remember that the threat is from the dog‟s perspective and it can be real or imagined. Fearful dogs will try
to avoid what is causing the fear, but can become aggressive if they feel trapped, like when they are leashed,
cornered, or physically confined. For example, you go for a walk with your dog on-leash and happen to
encounter another dog running loose. Your own dog might perceive a threat and react aggressively to it,
especially since it is confined by the leash. It is also important to note that if the dog is unable to attack the
perceived threat, he may redirect his aggression onto someone or something else. One example is when a
person tries to break up a dogfight and one of the dogs turns and bites the interfering person.
Aggressive play is a normal puppy behavior. When puppies play with other puppies, they may nip and bite
but will generally resolve any disagreements among themselves. Puppies playing with their guardians may
bark, growl, and impulsively attack. Sometimes, though, it becomes too exuberant. One effective way to
handle a rambunctious pup is to provide a distraction, like a toy. The puppy can then transfer its attention
to it. If the puppy is biting hard, yell “Ouch” and turn away, stopping play with the animal. Also, consider
giving the pup a time out. If the pup will not stop bad behavior, put it in its kennel with until he calms
down. Never use any physical punishment, like shaking or hitting, which could result in fear-motivated
aggression.
Any social group, whether human or canine, typically abides by a certain hierarchical order of leaders and
followers to avoid conflict. Like humans, if more than one individual wants to be the leader a fight can
break out. In addition, intact males may vie for females in heat, and females may compete for access to a
male. Spaying and neutering, along with training, may help reduce both these aggressions.
Early socialization is an important key in helping to prevent aggressive tendencies. Puppies that learn how
to interact, play and communicate with people, other canines and other species are less likely to show
aggressive behavior when they become adults. Normal canine aggression not tempered can become a
serious problem, as we have recently seen. It is up to us to provide the necessary care, training, and
supervision to ensure that our dogs and those around them are safe.

PETS: Why all the fuss over being a pet
parent
POSTED: 03/04/17
I enjoy listening to varying personal opinions regarding almost everything. I find healthy discourse
stimulating, in that it prompts me to think about things in ways I may not have done so previously.
However, lately across more venues than I care to count, I see a great deal less of understanding and
empathy and far more self-righteous and dogmatic opinion.
Just recently, to illustrate my point, I happened upon an article written by Sarah Delgado. She is an author
for Little Things, a digital publishing firm which, through social media, publishes content targeted at a
female audience. As a proclaimed “hunter-gatherer Mama Lion” and animal lover, she wrote an “Open
Letter To Dog Owners Who Call Themselves „Parents.‟” I have to admit that it got my blood boiling with its
sanctimonious claptrap. The crux of the article was Sarah wanted to “hammer the point home” that being a
parent is different than being a pet owner, and that “pet owners who call themselves parents trivialize the
very real, ever-changing lifetime commitment that parenting is.”
I find it interesting that, with all the monumental problems occurring in the world, people with pets calling
themselves parents is what is causing her angst. Correct me if I am wrong, but I do not personally see how
someone defines himself as having any bearing on anyone else‟s existence. However, in fairness, I did some

research to determine if this was just one person‟s opinion, or if society as a whole took umbrage at the
term. I must say, it was rather enlightening.
Among others who are equally offended are Susan Maushart, PhD, a revered journalist and author who
wrote “Pet Parents are NOT Moms” and Torie Bosch, editor of Future Tense, a project of Slate, New
America, and Arizona State that looks at the implications of new technologies, who blogged “I Am Not a
Pet Parent.” Then there is New York magazine‟s author M.A. Wallace who, in his article “Pets Are Not
Children, So Stop Calling Them That,” wrote “millions of people are happily, willfully confused about the
difference between having a pet and raising a child.” Personally, I never thought something as innocuous
as the term “pet parent” could cause such righteous indignation.
According to Meriam Webster, one of the definitions of parent is “a person who brings up and cares for
another”. When describing our relationship with our pets in succinct terms, according to the above
definition, why can‟t we use the word parent? For those that oppose the verbiage, the demand is that we
say “owner,” a term I find personally objectionable when discussing living creatures. I can own a car, a pair
of shoes, and any other easily disposable inanimate object. When communicating about sentient beings,
describing myself as an owner and viewing them as property, to me, paves a way for us to become less
humane in our dealings with non-human entities. Our court system appears to agree in that many have
established that all animals are legally distinct enough from insentient goods in a variety of ways that allow
their rights to transcend that of mere property.
According to the 2015-2016 National Pet Owners Survey, conducted by the American Pet Products
Association, 65 percent of U.S. households, or about 79.7 million families, have a pet. Of that figure, 54.4
million families include a dog and, according to a survey done by Rover.com, 76 percent of those families
preferred to be called “dog parents” or “pet parents”. I will go out on a limb here and state that I am quite
positive that among these millions of families very few are “willfully confused about the difference between
having a pet and raising a child.” In fact, Nicole L. Owens, Postdoctoral Associate of the University of
Florida Institute of Food and Agricultural Sciences, did a 2015 Doctoral Dissertation titled “The
Interspecies Family: Attitudes and Narratives” to examine the impact of family form on the construction of
pet parenting narratives. For those interested, it provides a fascinating overview of the socio-demographics
associated with counting pets as family.
I consider my pets to be an integral part of my family and, like many other families, there are an infinite
number of terms used to describe our members and the ongoing (or lack of) relationships between them.
How I describe my family in no way demeans others, nor does it denigrate or trivialize any relationship
within their own families. In addition, if animals can “parent” another species, why is it so problematic for
some to accept other humans doing the same?
I really do not understand the criticism of a few words, especially when there are “bigger fish to fry.”
Seriously folks, can you explain what the fuss is all

PETS: Consider saving a life through
fostering
POSTED: 02/25/17,
Last week I discussed the importance of spaying and neutering pets. Unfortunately, as a direct result of
animals not being sterilized, a large number of offspring are born with no one to take care of them. At the
Tehama County Animal Care Center, the ability to take in these abandoned animals is directly dependent
on the number of reliable fosters they have to help. The more fosters available, the more lives that can be
saved. March is just around the corner and “kitten season” is about to begin. All of us involved are truly

anxious, knowing that these bundles of fur will pour in all at once and resources will quickly become
overwhelmed.
Finding enough fosters is often a difficult endeavor. One of the reasons is that people are often fearful it
will be difficult to let go once there is an emotional attachment. While it is hard to bring a first foster back
to the shelter, remember that they are now ready, because of your efforts, for loving, permanent homes.
Fostering really does save lives. When you foster a homeless animal, you are giving that animal a much
greater chance for survival. The babies do poorly in a shelter environment and, as diligently as everyone
tries, many die. Fosters are the kind people who open their hearts and homes, insuring these infants have a
good chance to survive. Therefore we are imploring you, before kitten season begins, to consider joining
the Tehama County Animal Care Center Foster program. If you would like to learn more about it, please
contact Christine McClintock, manager at 527-3439.
Often, other animals may also require fostering. Those typically fostered at the Tehama County Animal
Care Center are dogs and cats. They can be adults, orphans or moms that are either pregnant or who are
nursing their newborns. In addition, the animals may be ill, injured or just need a place to recover from a
recent surgery. I cannot state it often enough, whether you only foster once or decide to do it frequently
you will know that, because of your efforts, an animal was helped through a difficult period in its life.
When thinking about becoming a foster be aware that it is a commitment, not only to the organization for
which you are fostering, but also to the animal‟s well-being. Because the animal will be a part of your home,
it is important that all family members are supportive. Additionally, consider how much time you have
available. Depending upon circumstances, fostering may take anywhere from a couple of weeks to a few
months. If you already have pets at home, consider that you might have to keep them separated from the
foster animal. Also, be honest regarding skill level and experience. Since the ultimate goal is to insure the
animal‟s health and well-being, the Center will need to know your abilities when placing the animal. Be
aware though, they will assist and guide you while fostering. In addition, the Center provides all food,
supplies, veterinary care, etc., so there is essentially no cost to a foster.

Basic requirements fosters are expected to provide include a nurturing environment, appropriate nutrition,
suitable shelter and adequate exercise. In addition to providing the basics, fosters may be asked to
transport the animals to veterinary appointments, adoption events, etc.
Fosters are crucial in rehabilitation situations. By assisting an animal in recovery, and providing it with a
nurturing home venue, fostering helps increase the chance of a successful move into a permanent home.
With regard to orphans, fosters become the surrogate parent, providing the care necessary for those too
young to function on their own. By providing these babies nutrition, socialization, and basic training
during their formative first eight weeks of life, fosters help to ensure the health and survival of the animal.
While fosters are needed for orphans under 8 weeks of age, pregnant or nursing moms, animals requiring
either medical treatment or a place to recover from surgery, it does not mean you are required to be a
foster in every situation. The choice is yours. For some, cats and kittens are easier to foster, because they
do not need the space or time that dogs and puppies require. For others, the preference might be small or
older dogs.
Fosters are an amazing group of caring people who provide care, safety and most of all, love. In addition to
the benefits that both humans and pets receive from fostering, removing one animal from the shelter
makes room for another homeless creature. So, please seriously consider joining us and fostering. We and
the animals will be grateful.

PETS: Spay and Neuter Awareness Month
POSTED: 02/18/17
February is loaded with nationally recognized holidays for pets. Among those are Spay and Neuter
Awareness Month, Responsible Pet Owner Month, and National Prevent a Litter Month. In addition, there
is World Spay Day and Spay Day USA, which occur on the last Tuesday of February. As you can deduce, the
overall theme is to encourage people to have their pets sterilized.
You might ask, “Why now?” The coming of spring means more warmth and more daylight and, for most
creatures, breeding season, thus providing a rampant overproduction of offspring during the spring and
summer months. Unfortunately, as a result, shelters experience an unmanageable increase in animal
intake. If you truly love adorable, fluffy kittens and sweet, cuddly puppies, then understand spaying and
neutering helps to decrease the overwhelming numbers. The result would be that fewer die.
The decision to spay or neuter is an important one and can be the best decision you make for long-term pet
welfare.
Getting pets spayed or neutered can: reduce the number of homeless animals in shelters, thus decreasing
the need to euthanize; improve overall pet health; assist in reducing unruly behaviors — another reason
pets end up in shelter environments — and, ultimately, save on unwanted pet care costs.
Last year, 2,144 cats and dogs were admitted into our small, local shelter. According to the 2014 California
Rabies Control Activities Annual Report, 404,358 dogs and 318,060 cats were admitted into the 58
reporting agencies in California. It does not take a rocket scientist to visualize how many animals
throughout the rest of the United States enter shelters yearly. The figures are appalling. These animals sit
in shelters for days, weeks and months waiting for homes and, sadly, quite a few will never get one. Many
others are abandoned, left on the streets, to suffer from disease, starvation and other instances of cruelty.
So yes, again, spaying and neutering does save lives.

Just in case none of this convinces you to spay and neuter, let me continue and attempt to dispel some of
the more common myths and arguments against doing it.

“It‟s better to have one litter before spaying.” The best time to spay your dog or cat is before her first heat.
In fact, many veterinarians now sterilize dogs and cats as young as eight weeks of age. If in doubt, discuss
the matter with your veterinarian. Early spaying reduces the incidence of mammary cancer. It also
eliminates unwanted male attention.

“I want my children to experience the miracle of birth.” To this I say, show them one of the multitude of
educational films available. While the birth of baby animals may teach children a love of life, this lesson
can be learned in many other, more humane ways. Wouldn‟t a better lesson be to teach them that all life is
precious and that it is everyone‟s responsibility to insure that no animal and offspring needlessly suffer?
“My pet will get fat and lazy.” Most pets get fat and lazy because their guardians feed them too much and
do not provide enough opportunity for exercise. An animal may put on some weight after sterilization, but

not because of the surgery. Male dogs and cats have a tendency to roam less, thus burning fewer calories. If
it happens, reduce caloric intake and increase walk and play sessions.
“I want to breed my pet because it is a purebred” or “because I want another one just like him, etc., etc.”
Plus, “I can get good homes for the rest I don‟t want.” Ask any shelter or rescue how easy it is to find homes
for adorable puppies or kittens. It is not! Once they start becoming bigger and not as cute, the job of
placement becomes even more challenging. Harsh reality is that many animals given away or sold will not
remain in the same home for the rest of its life. For every animal brought into the world by an irresponsible
pet owner, rest assured another will die somewhere else, unwanted and homeless.
“I don‟t want their behavior to change… I don‟t want my male pet feeling less manly… I want them to be
protective…etc.” The changes you will see are positive. Male cats, if neutered young enough, may reduce
their tendency to spray. Neutered males fight less, resulting in fewer trips to the vet. They also wander less,
greatly reducing chances of being injured or lost. Protection is a natural instinct for dogs and, unlike
humans, they don‟t suffer a blow to their ego when neutered.
If you really love animals and truly want “no-kill shelters,” then “put your money where your mouth is” and
spay Ronnie Casey is vice president of PETS — Providing Essentials for Tehama Shelter. She can be
reached at rmcredbluff@gmail.com. For more information about PETS, visit petstehama.org.

PETS: Have a heart for chained dogs
POSTED: 02/04/17,
When we think of February, we often think of Valentine‟s Day. A day, for some, that is a joyous day of
celebration. For others, it is a day that can trigger overwhelming feelings of loneliness and isolation.
Humans are not the only ones who can experience these feelings. While it is estimated that half of all petowning Americans, on Valentine‟s Day, will buy their furry companions something which represents their
affection and how much they care, there are many dogs that will not be so fortunate. Sadly, for a large
number of canines, life is lived without the warmth of companionship. These animals live chained, day in
and day out, regardless of the season. They live endlessly tied to a tree, a clothesline or some sort of
outbuilding, hoping someone will remember to dump some kibble to eat or give them a little drink on a
sweltering day.
Imagine, if you will, being restricted to one tiny area for your entire life. Not only would you live and sleep
in that cramped spot, but it would also be where you had to go to the bathroom. In addition, you would
have no ability to access any food or water yourself and, if some danger appeared, there would be no way to
escape or defend yourself against it. This is not a fantasy. This is the ugly heart-wrenching life of a chained
dog.
Put a dog on a chain and leave him alone in one area for days, months, or even years and he will suffer
immensely, both physically and psychologically. These animals, often easily forgotten in backyards, will as
a result, also endure the horrible consequences of extreme neglect. Like us, dogs are social beings who
require the company of others, whether human, their own kind or even a different species. Deprived of
essential companionship and exercise, chained dogs can grow hostile and potentially dangerous. Unable to
distinguish between friend and foe, when confronted with a perceived threat and unable to take flight, they
feel forced to fight, attacking anything unfamiliar entering its territory.
So what can you do to help a chained dog?
Call local animal control if you see a dog chained to a stationary object day in and day out. Under California
Health and Safety Code, it is illegal to tether, fasten, chain, tie, or restrain a dog to a doghouse, tree, fence,

or any other stationary object. It is also unlawful to tether a dog to a running line, trolley, or pulley with a
choke or pinch collar. It is legal to tether a dog for any activity, provided the restraining of the dog is
necessary for completion of a task, is temporary, and lasts for no more than three hours in a 24-hour
period. If the dog‟s guardian is in violation of the law, notify the appropriate authority to investigate the
situation. In the city limits of Red Bluff, call the Red Bluff Police Department at 527-3131. In the city limits
of Corning, call the Corning Police Department at 824-7000. Anywhere in Tehama County other than the
above locations, call the Tehama County Sheriff‟s Office at 529-7900 ext. 1. If you do not receive a response
within a reasonable period, do not hesitate to contact a supervisor. If you are still not getting an
appropriate response, contact the Tehama County District Attorney‟s office 527-3053.
Raise community awareness about the many potential problems related to chained dogs. Unchain Your
Dog, http://www.unchainyourdog.org/WaystoHelp.htm#brochures, offers free downloads and multiple
ideas for educating the community at large. Another excellent organization that advocates for chained dogs
and has informational materials available is Dogs Deserve Better, https://dogsdeservebetter.org/.
Help educate the dogs‟ owners, with the hope they will learn to treat their pets better. You may not be able
to convince the owner to unchain, or even relinquish, the dog, nor may you be able to convince them to
make any changes themselves to improve the dog‟s life. Nevertheless, you can try to be sure water and food
is easily reached and available, that there is some modicum of adequate shelter and always be relentless in
bringing the situation before the authorities. That dog is counting on you to be the voice he does not have.
Chaining is a terribly cruel fate for the animals we think of as “Man‟s best friend.” It is our responsibility as
individuals, and as a community, to improve their lives.

PETS: National Train Your Dog month
POSTED: 01/28/17
In January of 2010, the Association of Professional Dog Trainers began the “National Train Your Dog
Month” campaign. Since some of the reasons pets end up in shelter environments are because of improper
socialization and reinforced bad behaviors by owners, they wanted to increase awareness about the
importance of dog socialization and proper training.
What are some of the benefits in training your furry friend? One of the biggest reasons to educate your pet
is to provide safety for not only those who interact with the dog, but also to insure the animal‟s continued
well-being. Additional benefits include a better understanding of Fido‟s behavior and forming a more
positive bond with your pet.
Training your pet is relatively easy and can be a great deal of fun for the both of you. Consider teaching the
following basic skills: to come when called; to sit, stay and lie down on command; to walk on a leash
without pulling; to “leave it” alone, and to go to the bathroom in appropriate areas. For those pet owners
looking for helpful training hints and information, the APDT‟s website, https://apdt.com/pet-owners/, is a
fine place to start. As well, contact your veterinarian for additional useful advice and trainers in your area.
Just like having a baby, there is necessary preparation when bringing a new dog home. You will definitely
need to acquire a few basic pieces of essential equipment. Design, material type, and sizing are some very
important factors to consider when purchasing training tools. If unsure what is best, again, contact your
vet and trainer for advice.
The first items to purchase are an identification tag, a collar or harness, and a leash. The tag should provide
pet identification and contact information should the pet become lost. The ever-important collar or

harness and leash serve in helping control your dog during those fun, very necessary walks and training
sessions.
The next, and extremely useful, piece of equipment is a crate. It aids in house-training and provides a safe,
secure area for the animal to rest when not being supervised. Having a dog comfortable with its crate is
also useful when safe transport in a vehicle is required, or when recovering from surgery and the need to
stay calm and quiet is necessary. The crate should be an appropriate size for the dog as an adult. If the pet
obtained is a puppy, there are dividers available to block off a portion of it until the animal reaches
adulthood. The crate should definitely have enough space for the dog to lie, stand, and turn around
comfortably, yet be small enough that they do not feel lost in it.
Avoid harsh and painful training methods. Frightening experiences and severe punishments can lead to
behavior problems like aggression. Only use positive, reward- based training. By focusing on rewarding the
animal and lessening their fear, a well-adjusted dog and a stronger human attachment will form.
Therefore, determining a reward that your dog enjoys, such as food, praise and petting, or a favorite toy,
will be vital in any training process.
Keep training lessons short. Dog training periods should last no more than 15 minutes. Young puppies or
dogs who are easily distracted may require even shorter stints. If you run the training session too long,
Fido might become distracted and bored. You can always repeat the lesson later on in the same day
Decide what the rules are and be consistent with them. A behavior that is adorable when your dog is a
puppy may not be as endearing when they are older or substantially larger. In addition, also try to be
consistent in the daily schedule. Perfect examples are times to eat, going for walks, bathroom times, and
times for bed. Dogs respond well and adjust easier to new surroundings when there is a definite routine in
their lives.
Be sure to socialize your canine companion. By exposing him or her to different situations, it will help them
feel more comfortable when encountering new animals, people, and experiences. Socialized dogs are
typically friendlier, more predictable, and able to handle stress better than their under-socialized
counterparts are. Un-socialized dogs tend to become fearful, and possibly aggressive, because they do not
have the ability to cope with novel circumstances.
Training should, and can be a positive, fun experience for you, your family, and your faithful friend. It will
not only help your furry companion become a polite member of the family, but it will also help to
strengthen the relationships between all parties involved. Remember, as long as the dog is physically able
to learn, the animal can be trained and a well-trained dog is definite joy to be with. Despite what you may
have heard, old dogs can learn new tricks.

PETS: Dealing with death, loss and grief
POSTED: 01/21/17
Death and I are not strangers. I have looked in its face more times than I care to count. Whether it was with
patients, family, or pets, each time one died a part of me died with them.
Nobody ever tells you about the chunk of you that is lost when someone you have cared about dies. You
lose that portion of your life shared during the moments, days, or years that your lives entwined. That
period was unique to the both of you, never repeating again. So when they died, yes, a fragment of me died
with them.

Grief is the gut-wrenching heartbreak that comes with death when we give of ourselves to another living
creature. It does not matter whether that being is human or animal, the emotion is the same. If you have
not yet experienced this kind of profound loss, I ask that you understand this. One day, some living entity
will leave your life and you will not only mourn their departure, but you will also grieve the loss of the part
of you that they took with them and the future you had hoped to share.
Another issue is the guilt that rages. Did I do everything that was in my power to do? Should I have done
something differently? Did they know I tried my best? Did they think I failed them? Did they know I cared?
The words “What if,” “If only,” and “Could I have,” flow through the mind like an endless torrential flood.
There seems to be no end to the second-guessing of decisions made when death occurs.
Even though I know that death is an inevitable end to any life, the knowledge does not offer comfort, nor
does it make it any easier to bear for those of us who must continue living.
This week I said goodbye to a very special girl. She took her last breath while I held her in my arms, and
whispered the same words I said the first day she entered my life, “ I love you … I‟ve gotcha … I‟ve always
got you… you are my angel.” I will never know if she heard me, for she did not hear much, or if she
understood what I meant, but I need to believe she did. For those of you who did not know her, her name
was Noël and this mangy stray dog became family on December 3, 2011.
I tell you this not to elicit sympathy, but to offer insight. When a beloved pet dies, the grief and sense of
loss can be, for many of us, quite overwhelming. While some might be surprised by this intensity of grief
over “just a dog” or “just an animal,” let me assure you that it is very real and very substantial.
For those of you that feel that profound anguish over the death of a pet is not worthy of as much
recognition as the death of a person, please do not marginalize the feelings of those of us who are
experiencing the grief. If you have no idea what to say or are reluctant to talk about it, just listen. If you
cannot relate or think we are overreacting, please be quiet. It is not easy when we lose a beloved pet, so for
those of us grieving, we need support and the understanding that our loss can be significant and legitimate.
Continued on next page

All my pets have been not only the most loyal of friends, but also integral parts of my family. Their
constant companionship and total dependency fills both a void and a need within my own existence. Their
total trust in me with their hearts, I view as an honor. The unconditional, non-judgmental love they offer so
freely makes it especially hard when I lose any of them. We form rituals between us and when any die, a
vast hole opens and those life routines fall into that void never to exist again. Emptiness prevails.
You may ask, why write this article. While I can say that I wish to inform you, the reader, about the grief
that ensues when one loses a pet, I will give you a more honest answer, instead. It is a catharsis. I need to
process my grief over the loss of my precious Noël, and writing helps me do that. “Just a dog” to some. To
me, Noël was my angel and a part of me did indeed die when she passed away. Yes folks, the grief is quite
real.

Ronnie Casey: Dressing your pet for the
cold
POSTED: 01/14/17, 7:54 AM PST | UPDATED: 18 HRS AGO # COMMENTS

Since the weather outside is frightful, this could not be a better time to plan the year for possible animalrelated topics. Did you know that every day throughout 2017 there is some sort of holiday or national period
for celebrating? While many are quite familiar, there is also an amazing array of offbeat, and just plain wacky,
celebrations for both humans and pets. So be prepared, readers. This year we will be having a little fun
observing some of these quirky festivities for pets.
One such celebration occurs today, January 14. More than just a regular Saturday on the calendar, it happens to
be National Dress-Up Your Pet Day. Founded by animal behaviorist Colleen Paige in 2009, the day is
sponsored by the Animal Miracle Network to not only celebrate pets, but also to help support the pet fashion
community.
Pet fashion, whether we agree with it or not, is a multimillion-dollar industry. As a matter of fact, one of the
world’s foremost fashion design educational facilities, the Fashion Institute of Technology in New York City,
has developed courses in pet product design to serve the flourishing pet fashion and marketing industry. If you
doubt that it is thriving, think again. According to the American Pet Products Association, in 2015 in the United
States over sixty billion dollars was spent on pets. Of that amount, a substantial portion was disbursed on
fashion items such as holiday outfits, matching collar and leash sets, and coats and vests. Another example of
how successful pet fashion is; in 2012, American consumers spent approximately 370 million dollars on pet
costumes for Halloween.
While National Dress-Up Your Pet Day may not be a well-known holiday, a little indulgence on this celebratory
day might be a good idea. Lately it has been quite cold, rainy and snowy. By participating, you could be
protecting your pet from the elements. An extra layer of warmth can truly be beneficial for some of our furry
companions, especially those that are thin, small, senior, or have short fur. In addition, our pets typically are
accustomed to living in climate-controlled homes, and may not be as capable of staying warm as their wilder
relatives. Another reason to take part is that your pet gets a few positive things out of the deal. He definitely
gets your undivided attention and, if he is exceptionally lucky, a fistful of extra treats.
Sweaters, coats, hats, and footwear are not only readily available, but the options are endless. Although there is
no denying that an animal dressed up looks adorable, there are many practical reasons to outfit a pet.
Raincoats and all-weather boots can provide much needed protection from a variety of harsh elements. Nonslip socks are ideal for seniors and dogs with joint pain, helping them to remain steady on slippery floors.
Thunder shirts can calm anxious dogs and cats. Special vests and coats can denote various service, therapy,
and medical alert animals. Adopt-Me bandanas and vests are perfect to signal the public about homeless
animals looking for permanent homes.
When dressing your pet, there are a few key points to remember. Never force a pet to wear clothing. If your pet
has a thicker coat with longer fur, clothes may be unnecessary and can overheat the animal quickly. Check for
anything that might irritate or hurt your pet’s skin and, if the pet is noticeably uncomfortable, remove the
garments immediately. Ill-fitting clothes can not only rub skin painfully, but may also inhibit movement, and
even hinder ability to communicate with other animals. Always take accurate measurements so the clothing
will not be uncomfortable. In addition, when getting the animal accustomed to wearing any garment, allow
them to walk around with it for a short period and then offer a tasty reward. After all, a little bit of “sugar”
helps the “medicine” go down.
As an additional note, during this period of inclement weather, the dogs at the Tehama County Animal Care
Center at 1830 Walnut St., Red Bluff, 530 527-3439, could use a bit of extra warmth. If you own extra garments
that your canines refuse to wear or you would like to make a donation, all sizes of sweaters and cover-ups
would be greatly appreciated. Thank you in advance for your kindness.
So why not have a little fun and celebrate this holiday with us? If you want to bring some happiness and smiles
to other pet lovers, dress your furry friend in comfortable, safe clothing or a bandana and take some photos to

share online. Just e-mail me at rmcredbluff@gmail.com or post directly to the PETS Facebook page
https://www.facebook.com/PETSTehama . Everyone would enjoy seeing the pictures.

PETS: Be who your dog thinks you are
POSTED: 01/07/17
Mary Ann Evans, better known as George Eliot, wrote, “We long for an affection altogether ignorant of our
faults. Heaven has accorded this to us in the uncritical canine attachment.” Personally, I prefer J.W.
Stephens‟ succinct quote, “Be the kind of person your dog thinks you are.”
On New Year‟s Eve, my husband asked what my topic for the coming week was going to be. I admit I did
not give it much thought until he mentioned the Stephens‟ quote. While it probably sounds as if I am
veering perilously close to anthropomorphism, I‟ll go out on a limb and say that the love that our dogs have
for us is one of the purest of affections we shall ever experience. I doubt very few, if any, dog guardians
would disagree.
Literature is profuse in its examples of what is extraordinary about dogs, outlining their unerring loyalty,
perception, and desire to serve as a constant companion to the humans with whom they bond. They do not
care a whit whether our bodies are less than perfect. They do not judge us on where we live or on what we
have or do not have. They do not reject us because of thoughts or ideals. No matter how we look, or act, or
think, we are our dog‟s favorite person. With all that slobbery affection, if our dogs think we are the center
of their universe and the person they wish to follow, we really do owe it to them to strive to live up to that
love. Our canine companions can teach us a thing or two and, perhaps, in paying attention to their
nuances, we can learn a few “new tricks” that will make us worthy.
If we wish to be the kind of person our dogs think we are, perhaps we could follow a few of their
communication skills. Unlike our furry friends, a number of us, myself included, have a tendency to make
poor situations worse. Maybe instead, we should all “avoid biting, when a simple growl will do”. On
occasion, I will admit, a little growling when displeased isn‟t a bad thing, but even I know that a better rule
of thumb is to wag more and bark less. Speaking of which, if someone is having a lousy day why not take
another cue and sit close to them, say nothing, and give them a gentle nuzzle (hug)? It works when my
furry friends do it with me.
“No matter how often you‟re scolded, don‟t buy into the guilt thing and pout… run right back and make
friends” (anonymous).
If you have ever reprimanded your dog, you know that his “guilty” attention span is about as long as it
takes you to complete reading this sentence. If we wish to be the kind of person our dogs think we are we,
too, should learn not to mope and hold grudges, and quickly move on to the better stuff.
If we wish to be the kind of person our dogs think we are, one of the greatest lessons we can learn from
them is to give and receive affection unconditionally. Our dogs wag their tails when they see us, no matter
what our mood is. They give us those wet sloppy kisses, no matter how we have behaved, because they love
us. Unconditional caring isn‟t easy, but it‟s something that surely would make our world a better place if we
all just tried. Remember, also, that all you need to become a dog‟s new friend is a toy in hand and the
inclination to go out and play. Maybe if we all acted a little more like that, making more friends would not
be difficult.
When dogs go for a car ride they don‟t care where they‟re going, they just enjoy the trip. Feeling the wind
across their face and sniffing the air while sticking their snout out the window certainly doesn‟t diminish
their fun. How often do we forget that the journey to where we want to be is what matters most? When our

expectations are not met, how often do we get frustrated, angry, or even depressed? If we wish to be the
kind of person our dogs think we are why not immerse ourselves and enjoy every moment of the journeys
we take in life and stop being so serious.
We can learn a lot from our dogs. They stick with their pack. They eat with gusto. They live in the moment.
They are not afraid of getting messy. They like their naps and quiet moments. They enjoy playing. If we
wish to be the kind of person our dogs think we are, perhaps we should become more like them.

PETS: New beginnings for 2017
POSTED: 12/31/16

The New Year is about new beginnings. For many of us, we think of it as being a fresh start, a time to
change the things we find distasteful in ourselves. There is no doubt that the New Year is certainly an
excellent time to decide what you wish to accomplish in the days ahead. During this period, I would also
encourage you to think about striving to make the world a better place for not only for yourself, but for the
animals too.
This year, why not try to preserve what we love in nature? Sadly, many have taken it for granted that the
Earth and all that it offers, including its animals, exists for our benefit. As part of caring for animals, we
must also respect the world in which they and we live. I could not imagine a world without a creature in it,
and I truly hope that you cannot either. Unless all of us are diligent now, the possibility can become quite
real for future generations. If we wish to insure a more positive future, then we must tread lightly in our
world. We must all become more conscious of any harmful actions that would disrupt the natural order.
Humans, like any other form of life, cannot live without a healthy environment. It is only right that we take
care of it.
This year, why not try to respect all life? Albert Einstein said, “Any society which does not insist upon
respect for all life must necessarily decay”. Life has value and every animal, including humans, deserve to
be free from intentional harm and abuse. If we show more compassion and empathy towards the animals
we have contact with, perhaps the way we treat our fellowman will also become more compassionate and
empathetic. We, like all other life forms, are part of the natural world. We depend on each other for
survival. We do not stand apart from the animal kingdom, but are a part of it. When we fail to understand
the mutually beneficial relationships between us, we can lose everything experienced from our associations
with each other.
This year, why not try to open our minds and learn? The more we know, the better equipped we will be to
help the animals and those around us. Not only do we become better pet guardians, but we also become
valuable advocates for all animals. We have defined ourselves as this planet‟s leading species. Is it because
of our ability to use and design tools, feel emotion, or problem solve? Animals throughout the world
possess an incredible arsenal of tools and abilities that enable them to survive in the harshest of
environments. We are, in many respects, pikers compared to them. We can learn a great deal from those
with which we share our habitats.
This year, why not try to have the courage to be a voice for change? Our actions can make a difference. Yes,
you as an individual can speak up for those who do not have a voice. We have already seen how public
pressure has been responsible for many changes in animal welfare. There is still a great deal to accomplish.
If we wish to ensure that animals are treated with respect and dignity throughout their lives, then it is our
responsibility as individuals to act accordingly. Whether it is informing the authorities of instances of
cruelty and neglect, or increasing awareness about animal-related issues, each positive movement is a step
in the right direction.

This year, why not try to help those who already are working for the animals? Would you be willing to work
with others to establish programs that will address such issues as feral cats, pet over-population, and how
to supply food and medical care to pets for those who cannot afford either? Would you be willing to
volunteer at our local shelter or one of the many rescue organizations in the area and ask what you can do
to help make a difference in the lives of the animals they are already working with?
Each individual holds a vital key to not only our future well-being, but to animal welfare as well. Every
positive action we can take for the greater good, no matter how small, will move us all closer to becoming
truly humane. The New Year brings the opportunity to make a new start. Part of the feeling that
accompanies the beginning of January is the belief that new beginnings can create exciting and successful
outcomes. Multiple people are quoted stating, “Although no one can go back and make a brand new start,
anyone can start from now and make a brand new ending.” This year why not try to make a brand new
ending, not only for yourself, but for the animals, too? Everyone will benefit.

PETS: Animals and traditions
POSTED: 12/24/16
Animals will always have an important place in in our lives. During this festive season it might be fun to
delve into some of myths, traditions and legends that pertain to them. After all, any holiday would be
incomplete without their stories.
Linked to the pagan worship of the Norse god, Thor, is the Yule Goat. Legend states that Thor rode through
the sky in a chariot drawn by two goats named Tanngrisnir and Tanngnjóstr. Legend also asserts that he
killed his goats during the winter festival of Yule and fed them to the other gods. But, feeling remorseful
about killing them, the following morning he revived the goats using his famous hammer. In Sweden,
people perceived the Yule goat as an invisible spirit that would appear some time before Christmas to make
sure that the Yule preparations were done correctly. The Norwegian custom of Julebukking (“yulegoating”) is when young men go door-to-door dressed like goats while singing carols in pursuit of food and
drink. During the 19th century the Yule goat‟s role changed with it becoming the giver of Christmas gifts.
This modern form is often made out of straw bound with red ribbons and utilized as a tree ornament. In
many Swedish towns, during Christmas, larger versions of the Yule goat are frequently erected.
The “Legend of the Christmas Spider” explains the origin of tinsel on Christmas trees. The folk tale is that a
poor widow lived in a small hut with her children. One day, a pine cone fell on the earthen floor and took
root. The widow‟s children cared for the tree, thrilled at the thought of having a Christmas tree. However,
when Christmas Eve arrived, they could not afford to decorate it. The children ended up going to bed
crying. The spiders in the hut heard their sobs and decided they would not leave the tree bare. So they
decorated it with beautiful webs. Early the next morning, when the children awoke, they saw the tree
covered with cobwebs. Since the sun was shining, one of them opened the window. The first rays of
sunlight touched the webs and turned them into shimmering silver strands that brilliantly decorated the
tree. From then on, the widow and her children never lived in poverty again. In Germany, Poland, and
Ukraine, finding a spider or a spider‟s web on a Christmas tree is considered good luck. Ukrainians also
create small ornaments in the shape of a spider (pavuchky, literally “little spider”) and they are
traditionally used as part of their Christmas tree decorations.
According to a time-honored Czech custom, if you fast on the day before Christmas, as midnight
approaches you might be favored with a vision of a golden pig. This apparition denotes good luck and
prosperity. Speaking as one of Czech heritage, I can attest that, while we prefer our myths to be magical, we
are a practical group, and pigs (golden or otherwise) have a tendency to play a very palatable role with us.

Not to be outdone, Norse families would make an oath for the coming year over the pig to be prepared for
the holiday feast. This would occur on the twelfth night of Yule (January 1st) and is viewed as the precursor
of making New Year‟s resolutions.
Reindeer are symbolic of good fortune and joy. However, the most famous reindeer was almost never
famous, at all. Those flying reindeer pulling Santa‟s sleigh came into being because of an 1823 poem titled
“A Visit From St. Nicholas”, also known as “„Twas the Night Before Christmas”, attributed to both Clement
Clarke Moore and Henry Livingston. In the original poem there were only eight reindeer, with Donner and
Blitzen known as Dunder and Blixem. It wasn‟t until 1939, when the Montgomery Ward department store
asked one of their writers, Robert May, to come up with a character for a coloring book to hand out to
children who came to visit Santa, that Rudolph was born. The Finnish legend of Santa Claus (Joulupukki)
does not name his reindeer the same way we do, so the beginning of the “Rudolph the Red Nosed
Reindeer” song in the Finnish version translates roughly to, “You remember Cinderella, Snow White and
Sleeping Beauty, Little Red Riding hood, and the grey wolf, but this reindeer is often forgotten”. With
Christmas occurring in summer in Australia, Santa exchanges his reindeer for „six white boomers‟
(kangaroos), but even so, he still gets the job done!
This is but a small example of animals playing a part in holiday celebrations, symbolizing age-old norms
and traditions throughout the world.

PETS: Yes, I believe in Santa Claus
By Ronnie Casey, POSTED: 12/17/16
In 1897 the New York Sun ran the following letter from Virginia O‟Hanlon and the reply by Francis Church,
one of the paper‟s editors.
“Dear Editor, I am 8 years old. Some of my little friends say there is no Santa Claus. Papa says, “If you see
it in The Sun, it‟s so.” Please tell me the truth, is there a Santa Claus? Virginia O‟Hanlon” “Virginia, your
little friends are wrong. They have been affected by the skepticism of a skeptical age… They think that
nothing can be which is not comprehensible by their little minds… Yes, Virginia, there is a Santa Claus. He
exists as certainly as love and generosity and devotion exist… The most real things in the world are those
that neither children nor men can see… Did you ever see fairies dancing on the lawn? Of course not, but
that‟s no proof that they are not there… there is a veil covering the unseen world which not the strongest
man, nor even the united strength of all the strongest men that ever lived could tear apart. Only faith,
poetry, love, romance, can push aside that curtain and view and picture the supernal beauty and glory
beyond. Is it all real? Ah, Virginia, in all this world there is nothing else real and abiding… No Santa Claus!
Thank God! He lives and lives forever. A thousand years from now, Virginia, nay, ten times ten thousand
years from now, he will continue to make glad the heart ...”
Each year as I get older I ask the same question, and each year I answer it with an unequivocal “yes”. So, at
66 years of age, I still believe in Santa Claus. “Why”, you might ask, “would a mature adult, who should
know better, still believe in a childhood vision?” The reasons are simple. Believing in Santa allows us to
believe in something much greater than ourselves, something we cannot see, but can feel and know as
being true. Just as we know the feeling from the warmth of the sun or the wind on our face. Santa allows us
to offer gifts without the expectations of recognition or thanks. He allows us to increase the kindness we
show. And, through him, we are afforded a means to give a little more and take a little less.
In a world where we are bombarded daily with stories of hatred and cruelty, it is sometimes difficult to see
beyond the misery. But perhaps, like myself, you can put some trust in the magic of the season and let it
carry you throughout the year. Judy, an elf in the movie “The Santa Clause”, said, “Seeing isn‟t believing.
Believing is seeing.” Who knows? You might already believe, without even realizing it. I am not talking

about the jolly white bearded man in the red suit. I am talking about what he stands for and how he makes
us feel during the holiday season. I would even wager that, during this festive time, you are a bit more
thankful for family, friends and what you have. You try to spend a little more time with those who are near
and dear to you. You might also feel a little more goodwill towards others and, possibly, try to help the less
fortunate.
I‟d bet, if a number of creatures could talk, they would tell you they also believe, because this year Santa
Claus came in many forms for Tehama County animals. By the contributions and tireless efforts of
organizations and individuals such as PETS, the staff and volunteers at the Animal Care Center, Animal
Control, police agencies, numerous rescue organizations, multiple veterinary clinics, transport groups,
foster and adoptive families, and many individual and business donors, the broken and battered hearts of a
multitude of animals were made whole. Through the diligence and generosity of these wondrous souls,
comfort, peace, and joy came to a vast number of the abandoned and abused who would not have
otherwise had a promising future. These people are the embodiment of Santa all year long. They personify
his qualities of benevolence and gentleness. They give time, monies and pieces of their hearts without
expectation. Like the animals aided, you do not need to see someone dressed in a red suit to know that the
I will say it again, “yes, I believe in Santa” because of people like those mentioned above. They shared
themselves and gave love where none had been before. They provided hope and provided light to a dark
world. They offered compassion and eased the ravages of cruelty. Reindeer might not fly, and maybe we
will not see someone sliding down the chimney, but seeing isn‟t believing. Believing is seeing.
Believing in Santa is easy. Merry Christmas.

PETS: Be careful during the season of toys
By Ronnie Casey POSTED: 12/10/16
The holiday season is all about giving and, of course, our family and friends are probably not the only ones who will
be getting a little something from Santa this season. Whatever is on your list to give, it is important to be sure that
they are actually safe for your cats and dogs to enjoy. After all, a rapid trip to the veterinarian is definitely not on any
person‟s wish list. Most of us operate under the assumption that if something is manufactured for a pet, it must be
safe. Unfortunately, like many things we consume or use, it is not always the case.
Toys and regular playtime are part of providing your pet a healthy environment. Play provides an outlet for energy,
mental and physical stimulation, and an increased opportunity for everyone to bond. However, a number of factors
contribute to a toy being safe or hazardous. An animal‟s size and activity level are some of the elements that
contribute to whether or not a toy is appropriate for that pet.
Purchasing toys for your pets is like buying toys for a very small child who puts everything in their mouth. A catnipstuffed mouse is a common toy for cats, and we know dogs typically enjoy tearing apart a stuffed “squirrel” with a
squeaky inside. Some dogs like to carry around, or cuddle with, soft toys, so pick one that is large enough to prevent
accidental swallowing and sturdy enough to withstand any dog attacks. When examining stuffed toys, be sure that
they do not contain any dangerous fillings such as nutshells or polystyrene beads, which can be choking hazards. Be
aware, though, that even stuffing considered safe is not truly digestible. Cotton, polyester, kapok, etc. can cause
blockages in your pet‟s digestive tract if swallowed. Fabric toys, of course, can still be used, but once the seams start
to open, either remove all the filling or replace the toy. You may be surprised at how much an animal loves a favorite
toy devoid of its stuffing.
Another factor to consider is the environment. Many items that are usually most attractive to our pets, especially this
time of year with holiday decorations, are often the things that are the most dangerous. Some examples would be
string, ribbon, rubber bands, children‟s small plastic toys, and anything easily swallowed. Tinsel, fake “icicles”, and
cellophane grass for baskets are also dangerous to your pets.

You have probably heard about the numerous recalls of children‟s toys because of lead, cadmium, and mercury in the
paints used to decorate them. While it is actually a larger problem with children‟s toys, remember that if there are
painted designs on the dog‟s toy, that paint will come off. A wiser choice would be an unpainted chewy.
A word of caution… if you are thinking about giving your dog rawhide chew toys, be sure to check with your
veterinarian about which ones are safe and appropriate for your dog. These toys can become choking hazards or
cause blockages, so only give them when you can supervise your dog. A safer choice is either the Nylabone-type or
Kong-type products, which are available in a variety of fun shapes and sizes. Tennis balls also make great dog toys
but, again, keep a watchful eye out to be sure that they are not chewed through.
Cats are actually quite easy to amuse. In fact, a crumpled ball of paper, an empty paper towel roll, a box, or an open
paper shopping bag can enthrall your cat for quite some time. There is really no need to buy toys, but with so many
cute ones available it is often hard to resist getting a few. When evaluating toys for your cat, pay attention to small
parts that can be chewed off and swallowed. The “fishing pole” type toys (a long rod with a string attached that has
feathers or Mylar strips dangling at the end) are good for cats who only bat at them and are supervised while playing
with them. However, if your cat is one who puts everything in his mouth, it could prove to be quite dangerous. Cats
have tongues covered with rearward-facing barbs that make it hard for them to spit out items like string, ribbon,
yarn, rubber bands, etc. So, if you are going to buy any cat toys, you might consider cat-proofing them, too. Some
cats love chasing the little red light of a laser toy but, just be sure never to shine the light in your cat‟s eyes since it
can injure them.
By knowing your furry companion, you can choose toys that will be both mentally and physical stimulating, and that
will give the both of you opportunity to have some safe fun together this holiday season.
Ronnie Casey is vice president of PETS — Providing Essentials for Tehama Shelter. She can be reached at
rmcredbluff@gmail.com. For more information about PETS, visit petstehama.org.

PETS: How our animal friends take in the world
By Ronnie Casey, POSTED: 12/03/16
While research is shedding more light on pet-human relationships, we can never truly know what our furry friends
are thinking, but how they perceive the world around them is something we can begin to understand.
Do dogs and cats see better than we do? The answer is, yes and no. While their eyes are quite similar to our own, in
many ways they are uniquely different. It is in those differences that their perception of the world influences how
they interact with each other, and with us.
“Eyes in the front, the animal hunts. Eyes on the side, the animal hides.” Prey animals, like rabbits, are able to watch
in two directions at once with eyes on each side of the head. Side eye placement allows for greater peripheral vision.
This vision is important for the animal‟s survival. Predators, like dogs and cats (and humans) have eyes toward the
front of the face that gives them binocular vision, which is the ability to maintain focus on an object with both eyes,
creating a single image. This vision allows an animal to see and judge depth. Predators need this depth perception to
accurately measure distance when pursuing their prey. Most dogs have only about 30 to 60 degrees of binocular
overlap (how much of the scene can be seen by both eyes as opposed to by just one of the eyes), versus the
approximately 140 degrees cats and humans have. When it comes to a wider field of view, dogs are definitely the
champions. So, when Fido is looking straight ahead he can still see 240 degrees. Cats‟ visual field roughly spans 200
degrees and humans can only see 180 degrees.
Cats‟ and dogs‟ “accommodation”, or their ability to focus, is not quite as good as ours. Dogs cannot focus clearly on
objects closer than approximately ten inches. Felines are a wee bit better at near vision. While our companions may
miss the close stuff, I would not be upset. Both have a highly developed sense of smell, which more than makes up
for what they cannot locate with their eyes. The length of their nose can also impair depth perception in dogs. When
it comes to movement, both dogs and cats definitely have it over us mere humans. While both rely more on motion
than focus, cats are the experts.

Visual acuity commonly refers to the ability to see the details of an object without blurring. The Snellen fraction is a
common method of describing visual acuity in humans, with a “normal person” having a visual acuity of 20/20. This
means that a person can make out the details of an image (like letters on an eye chart) from 20 feet away that a
“normal person” could distinguish from 20 feet away. When this is applied to animals, the visual acuity of the typical
dog is about 20/75. This means that from 20 feet away, normal dogs could distinguish the details of an object that a
human with normal vision could discern from 75 feet away. An average cat‟s acuity is between 20/100 and 20/200.
So, the things humans can sharply determine at distances of 100-200 feet look blurry to both cats and dogs.
Though visual acuity in cats and dogs may not sound great, they do kick our butts at seeing in dim light. Cats and
dogs have many more rod cells (which are responsible for night-vision capability) in their retinas than humans, thus
making them more sensitive to light than humans. Like human eyes, the dog‟s pupil functions much as the aperture
for a camera, contracting and dilating to control the amount of light let in. A cat‟s eye is a complex figure-eight
muscle that closes to a slit. This protects the eye, when in the bright light of day, by closing tighter than a round
pupil. In addition, both have a tapetum lucidum, a layer under the retina that reflects back any light the eye gets and
intensifies vision in dim light. That is why cats require seven times less light, and dogs five times less light, than
humans need in order to see.
Lastly, it is a myth that dogs and cats are color blind. They see colors, just not the same as we do. Humans have three
types of cone cells (color-sensitive cells) in their retinas, while dogs and cats only have two. Dogs appear to be similar
to humans who are “red-green color-blind”. Cats see more in terms of blue/green shades and appear to be able to tell
the difference between colors that contrast.
In general, dogs and cats are much more sensitive to light and motion than people, but cannot see as precisely or in
the same color range that we can.

“Home for the Holidays”
There are many who would wish for a safe, warm “Home for the Holidays”. The merriest time of the year for a lot of us,
unfortunately, can be a heartbreaking occasion for many. Our organization, P.E.T.S. (Providing Essentials for Tehama Shelter),
realizes that, while there are pets who have homes and will receive an abundance of gifts, treats, and love this holiday season,
their homeless equivalents will not receive those luxuries. It is our hope and goal that each Tehama County shelter pet will get
a “Home for the Holidays” this season. In order for us to gather the funds necessary to empty the shelter during this time, we
will host our largest fundraising event of the year, “Strikes for Strays” on December 2, next Friday. No matter how much we
wish that it wasn’t necessary, contributions are essential to us in achieving this and many other worthwhile goals we have for
both animals and their families. For those of you who are not aware of how P.E.T.S. utilizes your gracious donations, perhaps
the following will provide some insight.
Many animals come into the Tehama County Animal Care Center (TCACC) with extraordinary needs. Any monies received
allow us to assist animals who have the potential to become healthy and adoptable if provided additional medical care and
resources that the limited county budget cannot meet. P.E.T.S. also purchases equipment and supplies to provide comfort and
improve the quality of their lives while the animals stay at TCACC.

We subsidize the transportation of animals from TCACC to collaborative rescue organizations throughout California and other
states, in order for the animals to have a much better chance for adoption. We also transport to the UC Davis School of
Veterinary Medicine, who have been kind enough, on numerous occasions throughout this past year, to provide gratis various
medical services to a number of TCACC animals.

P.E.T.S. truly believes that pets are a lifetime commitment and are deserving of a safe and loving home. They can help make
us better people, and have the ability to strengthen the family unit. As an indirect result, communities are improved and the
world around us becomes a healthier, more pleasant place to live. Therefore, we actively participate in local community
events like L.I.F.T. and Community Action Agency Tailgate giveaways when resources allow. We have been extremely
fortunate this year, in that the Walmart Distribution Center has assisted us in these endeavors. Thanks to them and many
other committed individuals, P.E.T.S.’ “Feasting on Kindness” program was able to provide over 4,000 pounds of pet food to
low income families.
For county residents, our goal is to provide education and awareness about animal issues within the community, to introduce
the higher ideals of compassion toward pets and people, and to promote the control of pet over-population. Our core belief is
that the community, as a whole, greatly improves with responsible pet ownership. Additionally, we provide a Lost/Found
Program, where we post and network lost/found animals in Tehama County through various media outlets in order to reunite
the animals with their owners, thus preventing them from entering the shelter system. We consistently provide updates on
our efforts, and on the progress of the animals at TCACC from ‘intake’ to ‘ready for adoption’ to ‘discharge’. Our outreach
programs encourage community members, including youths in local schools, to get involved in volunteerism while
encouraging acts of kindness to animals. Our intent is to empower individuals to stand up for humane treatment of animals.
This past year we continued our “Senior for a Senior” and “Everyone Needs a Hero” adoption programs at TCACC. With these
two programs, P.E.T.S. covers the spay, neuter, and rabies portion of adoption fees. We were also able to subsidize six “Free
Cat Fridays”. In addition, we sponsored the “Some Bunny to Love”, the “Itty Bitty Pittie”, and the “Howl-O-Ween
Spooktacular” adoption events at the Center. Because of everyone’s supportive contributions, an overwhelming number of
animals were adopted during these successful happenings.
P.E.T.S. receives no federal or local funding. All our expenditures are financed by donations and fundraising efforts. Since we
are completely staffed by dedicated volunteers, 100% of all monies raised impacts directly the health and well-being of as
many animals as is possible.
No matter how you get into the holiday mood, sharing the spirit of the season helps to insure it will stay with us. We ask that
you join us next Friday, 4pm to 9 pm, December 2nd at Lariat Bowl, Red Bluff, at “Strikes for Strays”, and assist us in making
homeless animals believe the world is a little kinder and friendlier during this most magical of times. With your support, we
can get them a “Home for the Holidays”.

PETS: Dirty jobs not just a television show
POSTED: 11/19/16
A television program I enjoyed was on the Discovery Channel in which host Mike Rowe performed messy
jobs alongside the employees who did them for a living. Nearly every job was more difficult than
anticipated, and it often caused him to express admiration for the workers and their willingness to take on
jobs that most people avoided. The show always began with, “My name‟s Mike Rowe, and this is my job. I
explore the country looking for people who aren‟t afraid to get dirty — hard-working men and women who
earn an honest living doing the kinds of jobs that make civilized life possible for the rest of us…”
Last week was National Animal Shelter Appreciation Week. In hopes of rectifying my oversight, I ask the
staff of the Tehama County Animal Care Center to please accept my apologies for missing it, and I ask the
public to gain some insight into the “dirty jobs” our shelter workers do.
TCACC is located at the back of the County complex parking lot at 1830 Walnut Street, Red Bluff. Like
most people, you would ignore the building if not specifically searching for it. There are no inviting signs

and it looks like many other featureless government buildings. On lists of places to visit, this building is
probably one of the last places one would find, but it is undeniably worthy of a stop. Contrary to what some
may think, it is not dark and dismal, nor is it reeking of filth while filled with uncaring staff. In fact, quite
the opposite is true.
Activity is constant within TCACC‟s walls. Animals brought in by local enforcement officers are assessed
and cared for quickly. County residents arrive in a steady stream to renew licenses, drop-off animals,
adopt, search for their lost pet, etc. Phones ring with remorseless fervor. Unrelenting cleaning of kennels,
cages, yards, etc. occurs with never-ending frequency. Water, food, and medications are continually
provided to insure the well-being of all creatures housed. It is apparent that this place is not just “any port
in the storm”. It is a place to lay a weary head. It is a place to fill an empty belly. It is a place to find comfort
for a battered soul. It is a phenomenal haven for the abandoned and abused.
I may sound like a broken record for those that read these articles with any regularity, for I frequently
discuss how in-need TCACC is by offering up stats like those that follow. In 2015, 1581 dogs and 480 cats
entered TCACC. If the numbers thus far this year are any indication, the quantities admitted will be higher.
The count does not include other animals, such as horses, roosters, goats, pigs, etc., also admitted
throughout the year. In addition, dogs were housed for an average length of stay of 14 days and cats for 29
days, in a building that only contains 49 dog kennels and 26 cat kennels and is grossly in need of repair and
resizing.
While I am at it, there is one more tidbit to throw out. In this tiny abode, five staff members (if at full staff)
manage to house and take care of approximately 100 -140 animals on any given day, every single day,
throughout the year. These individuals are the ones who come in each day to care for the animals. They are
the ones doing the “dirty jobs”. Each day they are called upon to be mentally, emotionally, and physically
able to deal with a variety of complex situations with both animals and the general public. It is no small
task. I know because, for the past five years, I have volunteered at TCACC and have worked in conjunction
with these hard working individuals. As a result, I have great admiration and respect for the staff of TCACC
and their willingness to take on the “dirty jobs” that many would readily avoid.
Therefore, I am putting out an invitation to “the powers that be”. I invite you to spend at least one full day
at TCACC. I invite you to, not just stand by, but to actually participate in the same duties of the jobs you are
overseeing, in a facility you are responsible and accountable for. I ask that you work alongside the folks
tackling the “dirty jobs” that must be done with the resources they are provided.
I would be more than pleasantly surprised if the invitation was accepted. I guarantee that anyone who
takes me up on it will walk away with a different understanding of, and an increased overall appreciation
for, TCACC and the “dirty jobs” the staff is shouldering to make life in this county better, safer, and often
cleaner.

PETS: Thinking outside the box
By Ronnie Casey
POSTED: 11/05/16

Thinking outside the box is more than just a cliché bandied about in business circles. What does thinking
outside the box mean? It means approaching problems in new, innovative ways and conceptualizing
problems differently.
You will find most successful businesses are extremely adept at doing it, because they truly understand that
constant reinvention is essential to long-term success.
Around the country, adoptions in numerous shelters are on the upswing. The reasons are multi-faceted:
better marketing; keen use of social media; cooperative ventures; education and, above all, innovative

programs. All have contributed greatly in increasing positive public awareness to the benefit of shelter
animals. While many of these places are private and have multiple sources of funding, many are like our
own shelter, public with limited funding and staffing. Yet, these innovative organizations started thinking
about what they could do differently to make a difference in the status quo. They started thinking like a
business and did not let the lack of space, funds, or mindsets shut down any possibility of innovation and
creativity in processes.
Any organization should always remain open to new ideas. Albert Einstein is credited with stating, “The
definition of insanity is doing the same thing over and over again, but expecting different results.” What
successful businesses and organizations are already aware of is that it is a recipe for disaster to continue to
do things the same old way without constantly assessing whether the current manner of operating is
actually working, or if it is only a perception and not fact. By breaking down preconceived notions, in
multiple areas, agencies are pooling efforts and resources throughout the country to effect changes that
augment and motivate staff, encourage volunteers, enhance community and, most of all, benefit the
animals. There are numerous examples of unrelated agencies working together, to the mutual benefit of all.
The Antioch Animal Shelter, in conjunction with Antioch High School‟s cross-country team, instituted a
new program called “Panther Tails”. The mission is to socialize and exercise the dogs, in order to reduce
stress and boredom, improve good behavior, and get them adopted faster. This is done by pairing track
team athletes with shelter dogs and allowing them to run together. The added bonus is that the high school
students give back to the community and learn the multiple valuable lessons of philanthropy. Other
shelters and schools, in California and throughout the US, are participating in similar “out of the box”
actions.
Fosters are always in short supply, especially during kitten season. The innovative Women Inmate Social
Kitty Retreat (WISKR) program helps the Idaho Humane Society by providing much needed cat fostering
services. As participants in the program, inmates care for kittens who need bottle feeding and who are still
too young to be spayed or neutered. They are not the only example. Inmates at Coyote Ridge Corrections
Center, a medium security facility in Connell, Washington, have participated in a successful kitten fostering
program for the Benton-Franklin Humane Society.
Rehabilitating and motivating youth offenders seemed like the perfect opportunity to “think outside the
box” for the Orange County Probation Department in California. Since its inception, The PAWS program
(Pups And Wards) has been highly successful. Where the average recidivism rate for male offenders is 55%,
the rate for those who participated in the program is between 28-30%. The participants are male youth
offenders between the ages of 16 to 18 who are incarcerated for a variety of crimes. Their participation in
this program is based on their commitment for self-improvement and the desire to learn a new set of life
skills, while making a difference in the lives of shelter dogs. Another program started in 2005 was when
San Quentin began hosting Pen Pals, a Marin Humane Society program that enables some carefully
screened inmates to care for and train shelter dogs.
An innovative new idea, called the Shelter Buddies Reading Program, is already making a huge difference
for animals at the Humane Society of Missouri. The idea is simple. Kids read to shy shelter dogs to assist in
bringing them out of their shells. The Aiken County Animal Shelter of South Carolina, in partnership with
the Regional Library System, has the “Dog Ears” reading program. The University of California Davis‟
School of Veterinary Medicine, after studying these types of reading programs, reported that reading
fluency improved as much as 30%, with 75% of the parents reporting that their children read aloud more
frequently and with greater confidence.
Programs like those mentioned above are a win-win, because what helps animals also tends to help people.
If bringing together the shelter, other County agencies and the community will ultimately benefit everyone,
isn‟t it time to think outside the box.

PETS: Aging and your companion’s final years
POSTED: 10/29/16

For many years I worked as a nurse in a hospital whose primary patients were elderly. While some had
families who visited often and cared about their well-being, for many the love of family was not there. The
reasons why are as numerous as grains of sand on a beach and, for the purposes of this article,
unimportant. That they lay in beds, alone and without the loving support of family after so many years, is.
Bette Davis is attributed to have said, “Old age ain‟t no place for sissies.” I have to agree with her. Our eyes
may be a bit weaker and our strength may not be what it once was but, truth be told, one of the largest
changes I notice about aging is how others respond to it. Many elderly find themselves discounted or
ignored simply because of how they look. I am sure these same people, like myself, have lived a life through
which they experienced success, failure, health, illness, sadness of loss and incredible joy. Each experience
molded personality and gave credence to thoughts and opinions which, if housed within a younger body,
would not be so easily disregarded.
It is not so different for a number of our aged canine counterparts. Gazing at a world with clouded eyes,
struggling to stand and having less energy than when they were pups they, too, are sometimes neglected or,
even worse, discarded like an over- worn pair of shoes. Disturbingly, out of the approximately 4 million
dogs taken to shelters each year, senior dog relinquishment is becoming a more prevalent occurrence.
Unfortunately, the reason is similar to why many elderly are relegated into nursing homes or care facilities.
They became too old and, just like the older patients who talked of feeling abandoned and frightened, it is
not difficult to imagine that these senior dogs feel the same.
I am not here to justify whether giving up on an aging canine has the same merit as neglecting or ignoring
the elderly. I find both equally shameful and heartbreaking. Both, at some point in their lives, were valued.
The human appreciated as perhaps an integral part of a family or respected as a contributing member of
society; the dog as a valued companion, whether being a family pet or working canine. So, if we value our
companions, then shouldn‟t we also respect their aging? We, as their guardians, should be there for them
as much as they have been there for us through the years, by helping them age as gracefully as possible and
provide a close of life without strife. No matter what age those of you who are reading this are, wouldn‟t
you want someone to help do the same for you?
At present, my husband and I are caring for an aging canine. I will be the first to admit that it isn‟t always a
picnic. With the cornucopia of medications to give and both her physical and mental ailments it does, at
times, put a definite strain within our home. Many times I will stop and check on her while she lies on the
couch in the deepest of slumbers, to see if she has passed quietly in her sleep. Whenever that time does
come, she will be comfortable and know she was loved. I hope my future bodes as well.
Unfortunately, when senior dogs end up in shelters, it is often because their guardians have either died or
entered a geriatric facility and the family members are unwilling to take on the responsibility of the “old”
pet. In other instances, the family that they have adored for so many years may not have the time, money,
or inclination to properly care for the dog after the cute, active puppy/young adult stage has passed.
Whatever the reason for relinquishment, it is extremely difficult to place a senior pet into a forever home.
So I ask that, if you are considering giving up your dog, please exhaust every possibility to keep him in the
only home he knows.
The last years we share with our senior dogs are among the most poignant. I will not say it‟s easy, but when
we choose these bundles of fur, don‟t we owe it to them to take care of them during their twilight years
after many years of love and loyalty? I sincerely hope that you will see your dog‟s senior years as an
opportunity to give back that devotion shown, instead of a burden to be abandoned. - How we treat our
friends and family when they are in need defines who and what we are. Who are you?

PETS: October is Adopt a Dog Month
By Ronnie Casey, POSTED: 10/22/16
As the end of October approaches, many of us are beginning to get ready for the approaching holidays and
look forward, eagerly, to the upcoming festivities and enjoyable times with family and friends. Each year,

across the United States, an estimated 3-4 million dogs wait in shelters for someone to give them a safe
haven where they, too, can experience enjoyable times. Unfortunately, less than half will ever find a hero to
adopt them. Because of that appalling statistic, both The American Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to
Animals (ASPCA) and the American Humane Association (AHA) have deemed October as National Adopt a
Shelter Dog Month and Adopt a Dog Month, respectively. The terms, though slightly different, have the
same ultimate goal. Both are about getting as many dogs as possible into the loving homes they so richly
deserve.
At present, our own Tehama County Animal Care Center is over-full of dogs in need. To give you an idea of
exactly how tight things are, there are a total of 49 kennels available for: new intake dogs, required to be
held a minimum of 6 business days before being placed for adoption; quarantine, for dogs not meeting
typical “hold” criteria; and dogs who are available to the public for adoption. As I write this, 34 dogs are
available for adoption and 16 of those available have been at the Center either longer than or for almost 60
days! For a shelter with extremely limited space and means, which works exceedingly hard to avoid
euthanizing, having animals for extended periods creates an almost untenable situation.
Why is it, then, that these available dogs cannot quickly get the loving family they merit? Are they just
unlucky or is there some commonality between them that brands them less than desirable for adopters?
According to Petfinder.com, senior dogs, pit bull-type dogs, special needs dogs and black dogs take quite a
bit longer for adoption because of their distinctiveness. Unfortunately, 15 of the canines I am discussing fit
into one or more of those categories. One does not but, for some unfathomable reason, has been at TCACC
since the beginning of May.
The Center‟s Seniors (Zuma, Kimber, Larry and Winston) might be a tad slower than their younger
counterparts, but that does not mean that they do not have a lot to offer, among which is the sweetness of
maturity. Despite a few special considerations that they may require, if you were willing to adopt one you
just might find there is no reason why both you and one of these charming “older residents” cannot enjoy
each other‟s company for many years.
Chevy, considered a “special needs” dog, is a striking heartworm-positive youngster who would like
nothing more than to travel down the highway of life with his special someone. All he requires is some
extra help by a caring human to be as delightful and affectionate as any other companion dog, and enjoy a
full and active life.
Except for Donald, a Cattle Dog mix who has been at the shelter for over 160 days , the remaining dogs are
either pit bull-type (Cassidy, Chewy, Katrina, and Marble) or black mixes (Blake and John) or face a
double-whammy of being a pit bull type and black (Dolly, Jade, and Memphis). Each one has their own
unique personality, just as we do, and after meeting and spending time with them, I will attest to the fact
that, while they may not be blessed with “poster child” adoptability like puppies or some of the other highly
desired breeds, they are just as loving, sweet, and kind as any of the other dogs available.
If you cannot adopt, there is no reason why you cannot help. I cannot say this often enough, spread the
word. The more people that are aware of the shelter and the dogs within, the better the chances are of
getting them adopted. Update your status on Facebook, let everyone know that it is Adopt-A- Dog month
and provide directions to where they can find remarkable canines.
Tweet, retweet and tweet again messages about adopting a dog, and provide a link, to either the our PETS
Facebook “Available Dogs Looking For Love” page or to www.petfinder.com/, or to www.adoptapet.com.
Share dog-care articles on your social media sites to assist potential adopters. Talk to your children and
others about animal shelters and the role they play within the community and why pet adoption is so
crucial.
Our shelter and the animals they care for depend on all of us. So, during this month, seriously consider
sharing your life with one of these wonderful animals. The personal rewards can really be quite
amazing.rmcredbluff@gmail.com. For more information about PETS, visit petstehama.org.

PETS: Breed specific legislation for dogs
By Ronnie Casey
POSTED: 10/15/16,

This past September, after a dog attack that claimed the life of a Montreal woman, the city passed Breed
Specific Legislation (BSL) banning new ownership of pit bull and pit bull-type dogs, and for existing
owners to meet additional criteria if they had a pit bull or pit bull-type dog. The purpose here is not to
rehash the story but, because of the public attention it received, to discuss BSL in general and its
effectiveness.
What is BSL? The most basic definition is that it is a term for laws that either regulate or ban certain dog
breeds in an effort to decrease dog attacks on humans and other animals. These laws range from
outright bans on the possession of a certain breed of dog or multiple dog “types,” to restrictions and
conditions on ownership. The law often establishes a legal presumption that the breed is “dangerous” or
“vicious.” Regulated breeds typically encompass the “pit bull” group of dogs, which includes American Pit
Bull Terriers, American Staffordshire Terriers, Staffordshire Bull Terriers, and English Bull Terriers.
However, in some places, regulated breeds also include other dogs such as American Bulldogs, Boxers,
Rottweilers, Mastiffs, Dalmatians, Chow Chows, German Shepherds, Doberman Pinschers, or any mix of
these breeds and dogs who may resemble them.
Although BSL primarily focuses on the above breeds, statistics show that serious attacks have been
inflicted by a number of breeds, many of which are not typically listed, such as: Husky, Saint Bernard,
Great Dane, Malamute, Golden and Labrador Retrievers, Dachshund, Collie, and Yorkshire Terrier. In
addition, the Center for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), after doing a study of human fatalities
resulting from dog bites, cited (among other problems) the inherent difficulties in breed identification,
especially among mixed-breed dogs. A study by The National Canine Research Council noted a significant
discrepancy between visual determination of breed and DNA determination of breed, thus supporting the
concern regarding breed identification.
A number of reputable groups examined breed-based dog laws and favor, instead, breed-neutral dog
regulations that focus on owner responsibility and address safety without blaming a breed. These groups
include the American Veterinary Society of Animal Behavior, the American Veterinary Medical
Association, the United Kennel Club, the ASPCA, the Humane Society of the U.S., HUD, the National
Animal Control Association, the American Kennel Club, and the United States Department of Justice.
Dog attacks can be a very real problem within communities and other factors beyond breed, like the lack of
proper socialization, training, and reproductive status, can affect a dog‟s aggression. In fact, all the above
groups adamantly agree that dog owners should be responsible for properly training and socializing all dog
breeds. To provide communities with the most effective dangerous dog control possible, laws must be
reasonable, non-discriminatory, and enforceable. The American Kennel Club, in part of their „Position
Statement,‟ perhaps outlines it best, “Strongly enforced dog control laws such as leash laws, generic
guidelines for dealing with dangerous dogs and increased public education efforts to promote responsible
dog ownership are all positive ways to protect communities from dangerous dogs. Increasing public
education efforts is significant because it helps address the root cause of the problem — irresponsible dog
owners.” As many of us within the animal welfare community will attest, irresponsible dog owners are truly
at the core of dog aggression.
At present there is no convincing data to indicate that BSL has succeeded anywhere, simply because any
dog can bite, any dog can maim, and any dog can be highly aggressive. It has not been proven that because
of BSL public safety has improved or that dog bites have decreased. Although BSL might offer a modicum
of comfort to those who have had a bad experience with a certain breed, it certainly does not effectively
focus on the problem itself, that being dangerous dog behavior and, again, irresponsible owners.

Therefore, it would be better if we advocated for the implementation of breed-neutral laws that focus on
the problem instead of a breed, as recommended by the groups mentioned above. They suggest using a
multi-dimensional approach. Promote educational programs for both adults and children that teach pet
care and responsibility, training, and bite prevention. Effectively enforce state and local laws and
ordinances that address licensing, animal cruelty, improper confinement, at-large dogs, etc. Hold
guardians liable, both civilly and criminally, for damages caused by negligent behavior. Offer low-cost
spay/neuter services.
Lastly, to put everything in perspective, BSL is actually nothing more than racial profiling for dogs.

PETS: Financial assistance for pet owners
POSTED: 10/08/16
Providing veterinary care to our companion animals is one of the responsibilities we assume when
becoming their guardian. However, as we all know, medical emergencies can occur instantaneously and
costs can mount quickly.
The PETS organization receives e-mails, calls, etc. almost daily from people requiring financial assistance
to cover veterinary expenses. There is not a person among us who wants any animal to suffer because of
unaffordable veterinary expenses. PETS, unfortunately, does not have the funding to cover the multitude of
individual requests for monetary help.
In order to be of some assistance, we have compiled a list of programs that may be able to help, and would
be more than happy to email it to you. Please remember that each organization has its own guidelines. In
order to determine if you qualify for aid, you will have to contact each individually.
The following are just a few of the non-profit organizations that may provide financial assistance to those
in need whose pet requires urgent veterinary care: Red Rover Relief (916-429-2457)
http://www.redrover.org/node/1198 ; The Brown Dog Foundation
http://www.browndogfoundation.org/prequal; and The Pet Fund at 916-443-6007 and
http://www.thepetfund.com/for-pet-owners/the-pet-fund-application/view/form. Again, for a more
complete list, please write to petstehama@gmail.com.
For military personnel, Dogs on Deployment provides financial assistance to qualifying service members
E-6 ranks and below, as well as non-active veterans on an individual basis. Individuals can apply for grants
for routine and emergency care, as well as for costs related to PCS travel with pets at 619-800-3631 or
https://www.dogsondeployment.org/index.php?/financial_assistance/guest_petchit_register#register_ta
bs1.
Also, In accordance with Department of Defense (DoD) regulations, animals owned by personnel
authorized by DoD medical care may receive veterinary medical care through an Army Veterinary
Treatment Facility. Locations can be found at
https://phc.amedd.army.mil/organization/Pages/VtfByLocation.aspx?loc=CA.
The Assistance Dog Special Allowance Program of the California Department of Social Services provides a
monthly payment to eligible persons who use a guide, signal, or service dog to help them with needs related
to their physical disabilities. The allowance is to help pay the costs of food, grooming, and health care for
the dogs at 916-657-2628 or http://www.cdss.ca.gov/cdssweb/PG82.htm.

In addition, there is no reason not to get multiple quotes for veterinary services. When caring for human
family members, it is not uncommon to obtain a second opinion. The same can be done for our furry
companions.
We all know human prescription medications can be exceedingly expensive. Therefore, do not hesitate to
ask if any medications prescribed for our pets can be obtained elsewhere in generic form.
There are credit cards for veterinary care. Be sure to check with your veterinarian to see which is accepted
and take care to understand the terms. Some of the more generally accepted cards are: Care Credit at 866893-7864 or www.carecredit.com; H3 Wellness Plus at 855-269-1626 or
https://d.comenity.net/h3wellnesspluscard/pub/Home.xhtml; and Wells Fargo Health Advantage at 800248-5012 or http://retailservices.wellsfargo.com/healthadvantage.html#4.
While we would like to provide the best care possible for our pets, sometimes the high costs can force us to
make not only a tough financial decision, but an exceedingly emotional one, too. I highly recommend, if
financially able, planning in advance for those extraordinary expenses. That is where pet insurance can
come in. Similar to one‟s own health insurance, it covers medical costs should your pet get sick or injured.
A search for pet insurance on the internet will reveal a multitude of companies. Some of the more common
ones are: Healthypaws, Trupanion, Nationwide and Petplan.
As a final note, be sure to discuss in detail not only the treatment but also the ultimate prognosis of your
pet with your veterinarian. If your desire is to preserve a good quality of life and to avoid the prolonging of
any suffering, then spending a great deal in certain instances may, unfortunately, not meet that desire.

PETS: Moving and your animals
By Ronnie Casey POSTED: 10/01/16
Recently my husband and I moved. As stressful as moving is, and as much as we both hated the thought, we decided
it would probably be the wisest thing to do before either one of us was incapable of such a radical change. The
experience, akin to having teeth pulled, was still probably less traumatic for us than our dogs and cats.
As background, all our dogs, except one, arrived into our family with a bit of “baggage”. The one without any prior
poor experiences, however, despises having his routine disrupted and makes no bones about letting you know. One
of the others was previously feral, so any sudden movement or noise sends her scurrying under the closest piece of
furniture, where only a crowbar and a carload of treats will entice her out. The remaining dog, to put it nicely, is a
few fries short of a Happy Meal. The result is that none of them cope well with change.
The ASPCA states, “Cats aren‟t big fans of change. “ Tell me something I don‟t know. In addition to the dry kibble
available all day, they get canned food promptly at 6:00 am and 6:00 pm. Five minutes past the hour, their
demeanor is that they are going to die from starvation and we are the cruelest despots to walk the earth. Yes, I have
to agree, any variation in their routine is not handled pleasantly by the felines.
Prior to moving, being a somewhat conscientious pet parent, I researched articles to insure that the trauma of
moving would be minimized for them, and that all of us would come through the process relatively unscathed. I lived
in a fool‟s world. The process of packing sent the furry ones into emotional upheaval. One would have thought the
end of the world was imminent. None would spend their usual 12-16 hours a day sleeping. Five animals, wide awake
and following us everywhere, made the experience less than stellar (or safe). Thankfully, the packing only lasted a
few weeks. The only highlight was that neither my husband nor I threw-up as much as they did.
The BIG day finally arrived and we followed all suggestions provided with fervor. Identifying collars and tags on?
Check. Pet records readily available? Check. Pets moved off-site while movers packed? Check. Essentials — including
dog beds, towels, kennels, cat carriers, litter box, litter, toys, treats, food, bowls, leashes, medications and first-aid kit
— packed and taken with pets? Check. Pets transported comfortably in car? Check. Pets‟ normal feeding schedules

followed? Check. At the new place, all windows and doors closed for safety and security? Check. Yard free of harmful
items or chemicals, gate closed and fencing secured with no easy escape access? Check. Familiar and favorite beds
and toys laid out? Check. According to the advice, everything should have gone off without a hitch. For the most part
it did.
The dogs, after checking out the yard (and going to the bathroom on every tree and shrub) and the interior of the
house (where thankfully, they did not go to the bathroom), succumbed finally to exhaustion. The pleasant surprise
was that, upon awakening, they appeared to realize they wouldn‟t die and everything wasn‟t as dismal as it seemed.
Of course, that was only after being sure they wouldn‟t starve, that their squeaky toys and chew bones were situated
like Christmas presents on their beds, and that the sofa still had its appeal. For one of the cats, it was a different
story.
We followed the advice to put the cats in a secured room with familiar items so they could feel safe. The welladjusted one came out of the Indian pot she settled into within a day, reminiscent of a cobra rising to the flute of its
handler. The other one, however, took up permanent residence under my husband‟s recliner. After week two, I was
certain he would die. A trip to the veterinarian‟s office yielded a Feliway collar. The collar mimics a cat‟s F3 facial
pheromones, which cats deposit when they rub their cheeks against surfaces, marking the areas as being safe. I am
impressed. As soon as I brought it home, opened the package, and attempted to figure out how to get it on the cat
while under the chair, his Royal Majesty decided to saunter out of hiding and join the rest of the family. So, does
anyone need an unused Feliway collar?
Moving is stressful. It can be just as traumatic for our pets. Having a plan helps to keep them as comfortable as
possible. Having a large bottle of wine helps keep you as comfortable as possible. Both work exceedingly well during
a move.

PETS: Be a positive force for compassion
By Ronnie Casey
POSTED: 09/24/16

At the beginning of this year I discussed “To Be Kind,” which is the first point of the “Mutts Manifesto,” an
outline created to encourage compassion for animals, humans, and the planet. This month the Manifesto‟s
point is “To be a positive force.”
It is a goal many of us hope to achieve but, if you are like me, it is quite easy to feel, on occasion, that your
deeds have no impact in the overall scheme of things, especially with regard to animal welfare. However,
over the past five years I have personally witnessed, due to the actions of many, life improved for a number
of animals within our county and surrounding areas.
There is still a long road ahead to address a number of animal welfare concerns, though. These issues are
not insurmountable and, by becoming one of those positive forces, effective change can and will continue
to occur.
For instance, with the advent of social media more animals are being helped than ever before. Individuals
are reuniting lost animals quicker, thanks to the creation of Facebook sites such as “530 Lost & Found
Pets” and “Cody Alert” and the sharing of the postings. In the case of disasters, such as the numerous and
recent wild fires, not only was Facebook a way to reunite lost animals with their guardians, but it was also a
venue in which to solicit disaster aid for animals within communities. Each person who shared became a
positive force with just one click.
“You‟ve come a long way, baby.” A marketing slogan from the 1960s can be definitely applied to our local
Animal Care Center. Since 2009, through the combined positive forces of countless individuals, the
Tehama County Animal Care Center‟s atmosphere is distinctly different from the “pound” it was before.

Like so many shelters around the country, through the efforts of staff, volunteers, rescuers, and individual
advocates, a number of changes have occurred to increase and attract potential adopters. P
ositive awareness of the Center, fostered by everyone, is the best kind of press to achieve. Upbeat
experiences and nice comments can do miracles for the animals. By being a positive force and helping
educate the community about what is occurring at the Center, the opportunity to receive much-needed
funds for implementation of additional programs, like low cost spay and neuter, increases.
Anyone and everyone can be a positive force and help animals. It does not take much and it can save lives.
At our Animal Care Center if you do not care to, or wish to, adopt, consider volunteering. The animals
arriving are scared and confused, so any amount of time you can spend helps to calm them and, as a result,
increases their chances of adoption. If the hands-on approach is something you do not want or wish to do,
there are numerous other ways to get involved. Just call 530-527-3439 and let them know you would like to
help. I can guarantee they will let you know how!
If volunteering is not your thing, then a donation can also be just as positive. Extra funds provided for
special-needs animals can go a long way in making a pronounced difference in their existence. Maybe
instead, consider contributing an item or two, which would be extremely beneficial to the Center‟s furry
residents. The Center can always use items like: canned wet pâté-type food, dry puppy food, dry kitten milk
and dry baby-Kat kitten food, towels, wash rags and blankets, Frontline for dogs and cats, grooming
supplies, paper towels, bleach, and laundry detergent.
If you have a car, we could use assistance transporting animals to rescue and medical facilities. By being
willing to drive, it often helps two animals. The one that leaves the Center has an increased chance of
finding a forever home, and the space vacated provides respite for another animal in need of a safe haven.
The dictionary defines „positive‟ as “a good, affirmative, or constructive quality.” Force is defined as
“strength or energy.” According to Chinese theory, there are two forces in nature known as Yin and Yang.
Yin is the passive or negative force. Yang is the positive force, always striving to make the best of whatever
situation.
If you wish to be a positive force and make a difference in the life of an animal, it is as simple as contacting
our local shelter or one of the many rescue organizations in the area and asking what can be done.

PETS: Prevention of cruelty to animals - Part II
POSTED: 09/17/16
Daily I view horrific pictures of abused animals who were lucky enough to be rescued, on various web sites,
blogs, Facebook pages, etc. I also read the numerous appalling histories that accompany those images and
daily my blood boils in rage. However, being upset or outraged will not change anything unless action is
borne. Last week‟s article covered recognizing animal abuse, the important first action for us to take. This
week will feature what other actions you can generate to help abused animals.
Once you notice signs of abuse or neglect, it is vital to the animal‟s welfare that you report it immediately to
the local authorities. In the city limits of Red Bluff, call the Red Bluff Police Department at 527-3131. In the
city limits of Corning, call the Corning Police Department at 824-7000. Anywhere in Tehama County other
than the above locations, call the Tehama County Sheriff‟s Office at 529-7900 ext. 1.
Provide as much information as you possibly can when reporting abusive situations. Any details provided
can go a long way towards assisting investigating officers. Be sure to write down a factual statement of
what you witnessed, who was involved, the date and time of the incident, and where the abuse occurred.

Videos and photographs can also help. If there are others who have also witnessed the incident, be sure to
provide their names. Please, do not be hesitant about standing up for those who cannot speak. Abused
animals have no chance for survival unless we do the right thing.
If you do not receive a response within a reasonable period, do not hesitate to contact a supervisor. If you
are still not getting an appropriate response, call the Tehama County District Attorney‟s office at 527-3053,
or your local government representative, or, if all else fails, the media. Animal cruelty is a heinous crime. In
fact, the Federal Bureau of Investigation has classified animal cruelty — like arson, burglary, kidnapping
and homicide — a Group A felony. If a crime is committed against an animal under the new classification,
it will be considered a “crime against society.” If we truly wish to create a safer community, it is imperative
that our local law enforcement and prosecutors also take animal cruelty seriously.
Children are our hope for the future and it is through us that they learn how to treat animals with
compassion and kindness. By being strong role models, whether we are guardians, relatives, friends, or
people of authority, children will mimic and practice the same acts of charity, care, and respect to animals
that we display. If we truly desire to lessen the cruelty inflicted upon animals, we must start with the
children.

Advocate for improved anti-cruelty laws and legislation fostering kindness to animals on federal, state, and
local levels. Our laws must allow animal control officers, prosecutors, and judges to expediently and
effectively pursue and prosecute cruelty and abuse issues. If we are not satisfied that animals are
designated as property, then work towards a change. Legislatures and courts will only recognize their
obligation to protect animals if society fervently demands that they do so. Margaret Mead stated, “Never
doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed citizens can change the world. Indeed, it is the only
thing that ever has.” Become a concerned committed citizen.
Support local shelters and rescue organizations. These are the people in the trenches, dealing with the
aftermath of cruelty. Most work with extremely limited finances and available resources. Foster or adopt a
homeless animal. Volunteer your time and abilities. There are many ways you can be of assistance. Any one
of these organizations would be happy to discuss their needs with you. Donate supplies or money. Both are
often in short supply. The bottom line is, the more resources these unsung heroes can acquire, the greater
the assistance they can provide to the many casualties of abuse.
We may wonder if we, as individuals, have any power to stop animal abuse. I say that we do. Significant,
effective changes will not occur overnight. However, each day we see a bit of progress occurring. Each
positive small act taken in the right direction brings us closer to our goal of ensuring that every animal is
treated with the kindness and compassion it deserves.

PETS: Prevention of cruelty to animals — Part 1
POSTED: 09/10/16
Every day furry innocents are harmed in some reprehensible way. It is done by humans, who are often
credited to be the more evolved, therefore better, species. Since the beginning of time man‟s inhumanity to
the creatures of this earth has abounded. The forms of abuse are many and the stories are legendary. Any
time is a perfect time for each of us to stand tall and defend the defenseless. We know that it is impossible
for one person to right all the injustices done to all the abused creatures in this world. Nevertheless, it is
our duty to help put a stop to it. If one voice can speak up, if one person can do one action and help one
animal, imagine what a hundred voices can do, what a thousand actions can accomplish.

There are many who are unaware that they are inflicting any harm. Typically, the cruelty involves neglect
and usually arises out of ignorance or indifference to the animals‟ suffering. A person who leaves an
animal outside all day during extreme heat and forgets to fill the water bowl would be an example of this.
Hoarders are another type of “unintentional” abuser. They have no real awareness of the extreme misery
they are inflicting on the animals they claim to be helping. Intentional abuse is another matter, entirely,
and recognizing it is a “no-brainer.” Some examples of these abusers are the ones who torture and maim
for enjoyment, or the abusive spouse who harms the family pet to keep everyone in line.
The California penal code prohibits maliciously and intentionally maiming, mutilating, torturing,
wounding, or killing an animal. It also prohibits an animal from being deprived of proper food, drink, or
shelter and protection from the weather, and riding, overworking, or using an animal when it is unfit for
labor. Another statute prohibits leaving an animal in an unattended car under conditions that endanger its
health and well-being. California law also prohibits additional conduct that qualifies as animal abuse.
Some of these specific laws address: poisoning animals, transporting animals in an inhumane manner, the
conditions of animals sold in a pet stores and the confining of animals in such a manner that they become
entangled or injured and/or have no access to food or water.
In order to be proactive in abating cruelty, be aware of what it looks like. Learn the numerous signs
indicative of animal abuse.
Notice if an animal has a severely matted and filthy coat, and if its fur is infested with fleas or ticks. Check
if the animal has open sores, multiple healed or untreated wounds, limps, or is unable to stand and walk
normally. Observe if the animal‟s overall health is poor and if it is grossly underweight with bones clearly
noticeable. Discern if there are untreated conditions that have caused rashes, large patches of lost hair and
bumpy, scaly skin.

If an animal is consistently outside in all types of weather without an obvious source of food and water and
protective shelter, and appears to be either aggressive or fearful, it may be abused. Be aware that behavior,
alone, may not be truly indicative of cruelty. Animals may exhibit actions not considered normal for a
variety of reasons other than abuse. If the animal is kept in an area littered with feces and garbage, or
housed in something too small for adequate movement, or the guardian is often seen physically hurting it,
then the environmental factors reinforce the emotional indicators of abuse.
Animals abandoned in yards are unfortunately too common an occurrence. If a neighbor has vacated a
location leaving animals caged or tied without access to sufficient food, water, and/or shelter it is
abandonment, another form of abuse.
If a person accumulates multiple animals, far beyond what is allowed in city and county limits, and fails to
provide adequate care leading to dehydration, malnourishment, and death it could be indicative of animal
hoarding.
Albert Schweitzer stated, “Anyone who has accustomed himself to regard the life of any living creature as
worthless is in danger of arriving also at the idea of worthless human lives.” Cruelty to animals not only
erodes the fabric of society but also jeopardizes our own personal safety. Recognizing animal abuse is an
important first action. Next week I will discuss what you can do to “Prevent Cruelty to Animals.”

PETS: Remember the animals this Labor
Day

POSTED: 09/03/16
This coming Monday we celebrate Labor Day, a day that honors the American labor movement and the
contributions that workers have made toward the strength, prosperity, and well-being of our country.
While the original intent was to highlight the social and economic achievements of human American
workers by the organizations who founded it, we should not forget the non-human entities who have also
contributed a great deal through their “labor.”
One of the first group that comes to mind is all the service animals that perform set tasks for the benefit of
people with disabilities. The disability might be classified as being physical, sensory, psychiatric, or
intellectual. The work performed must directly relate to the individual‟s disability. Those tasks performed
can include, among others, pulling a wheelchair, retrieving dropped items, reminding a person to take
medication, etc. The only animals allowed to serve as service animals are dogs and, in some instances,
miniature horses.
An emotional support animal is prescribed for a person determined to be emotionally or psychiatrically
disabled where the presence of the animal is necessary for the person‟s mental health. They are also
referred to as comfort animals. With respect to emotional support animals, there are no species
restrictions. Consequently cats, rabbits, miniature pigs, ferrets, birds, hedgehogs, etc., can qualify. They do
not require specific task-training because it is their presence that alleviates the symptoms associated with
the disorder. These animals provide comfort to people in hospitals, nursing homes, disaster areas, etc., and
also to people with learning difficulties.
Herding dogs have been around as long as humans have been keeping sheep and cows. It is one of the
most traditional of canine careers. The herding dog was developed to help control and direct herds of cows
or sheep out to pasture or back to the barn. Varying in size, appearance and country of origin, these dogs
all have a natural ability of being able to successfully guide other critters, much larger or quite different
from themselves. The American Kennel Club currently recognizes 25 breeds in its Herding Group
designation.
Let us not forget the military dogs who fight alongside our brave soldiers. Military working dogs play a
critical role in our defense and are crucial to the safety of our service personnel. For deployment in the
Middle East, the Belgian Malinois is the military dog of choice and, with compact build, is considered
better for the tandem parachute jumping and rappelling operations undertaken by Navy SEAL teams. The
U.S. Navy currently relies on the bottlenose dolphin and the California sea lion because of their sensory
capabilities and diving abilities. Both species of animals can make repeated deep-water dives without
suffering the effects of “the bends” like humans do.
I like to call them the “Super Cops”. Police dogs, commonly known as “K-9s”, are trained to assist police
and other law enforcement personnel with their work. Most often, they are trained to guard their handler,
and to find, chase, intimidate, and hold suspects who are attempting to elude the police. They also help
with crowd control, and sniffing-out drugs or explosive materials. Because they must understand each
other completely when working in stressful, dangerous, and often rapidly changing situations, the dog and
handler train and work as a team. In addition to dogs, the “10-foot-tall cops” in the New York City Police
Department‟s horse patrol is one of the largest mounted units in the United States. The added height and
visibility that the horses give allow officers to view a wide area, and permits people to see the officers
without difficulty. Both scenarios help to not only deter crime, but, allow people to find officers easily when
in need.
Who can ignore the unbelievable working dogs of “Search and Rescue”? Trained to find survivors and
cadavers from natural disasters and mass casualty events, they are also utilized to locate missing, trapped,
or injured people and animals. Many of us can certainly remember the gallant efforts of the dogs at the

World Trade Center in the aftermath of 9/11. According to FEMA, it was “largest deployment of search
dogs in U.S. history.” Their abilities and dedication have saved innumerable lives.
Labor Day is a day to honor the workers of our nation. Many animals have also contributed heavily to our
prosperity and well-being. Let us take a moment to honor them, too.

PETS: In the event of an emergency...
By Ronnie Casey
POSTED: 08/27/16,

These past weeks have proven, once again, that disaster can strike anytime and anywhere. Whether it was
the flooding in Louisiana or the many fires that have raged unmercifully throughout California, all have
had severe impact on both humans and animals. Each year, at least once, I try to provide information with
regard to preparing for a disaster. This year is no exception. Perhaps I sound like a “broken record”, but I
cannot impress on everyone how important it is to prepare before the need to evacuate strikes. The lives
you save may be your own, your family, your animals, and also those that are trying to assist you.
Therefore, I highly recommend that you cut and save the following information to a location that is easily
viewed and accessible in event of an emergency.
In the event of a wildfire, the Cal Fire Tehama Glen Unit at 528-5199 or
http://www.tehamacountyfire.org/, Fire Department and the Tehama County Sheriff‟s Office at 529-7900,
will notify and assist with any evacuation of residents.
The Tehama County Sheriff‟s outgoing 9-1-1 service automatically calls a resident‟s non-cellular telephone
number to notify them of emergencies. If you wish notification via a cellular number instead, download
the appropriate form at http://www.tehamaso.org/emergency_form.htm and return it to the Tehama
County Sheriff‟s office.
Emergency Alert System announcements will be on local radio stations KFBK 1530 AM 93.1 FM and KTHU
100.7 FM. Television stations, KRCR Channel 7 http://www.krcrtv.com/weather/wild-fire, KHSL Channel
12 and KNVN Channel 24 http://www.actionnewsnow.com/home/ will also have EAS announcements and
will provide news updates. The Red Bluff Daily News http://www.redbluffdailynews.com/, the Redding
Record Searchlight http://www.redding.com/ and the Chico Enterprise Record http://www.chicoer.com/
will post updated news to their websites. In addition, current fire incident information will be found at Cal
Fire http://cdfdata.fire.ca.gov/incidents/incidents_current and Yuba Net http://yubanet.com/Fires/.
The American Red Cross of Northeastern California at (530) 673-1460 or 1-855-891-7325 or
http://www.redcross.org/ca/yuba-city/local-programs-services/disaster-services will establish shelters for
short-term housing and care of evacuees. They will only allow service animals, and not family pets, inside
their shelters. Be sure to arrange other housing for your pets‟ safety prior to a disaster. If you choose not to
go to the Red Cross shelter, still contact them to provide information about your location, in the event
anyone is attempting to locate you.
The Tehama County Sheriff‟s Office at 529-7900 and the Tehama County Fire Department 528-5199 will
provide printed Multi-Hazard Emergency Evacuation Plans for advance planning. In addition, 2-1-1
Tehama is another resource for up-to-date information, relief, and recovery resources. Either dial 2-1-1 or
visit http://211norcal.org/tehama/ and click on “Disaster Resources” under the “Disaster Response” tab.
The first 72 hours after a disaster are critical. Utilities and telephones may not be working. In addition,
public safety services such as police and fire departments may be busy in higher priority areas. You should
be prepared to be self-sufficient and be able to live without running water, electricity, gas and telephones
for at least three days following any disaster
Evacuate your animals whenever possible. Do not wait until the last minute.

Create a list of friends, relatives, etc. who would be willing to board them. Familiarize yourself with
organizations in the area that are prepared to rescue and shelter them. Temporary housing might include
boarding stables, veterinarians and fairgrounds. Map-out alternate evacuation routes in advance. Access
roads may be blocked, so plan alternate ways to get the animals off the property.
If you must leave your pets behind, leave them loose inside your home with dry food and plenty of
water. Never leave your pet chained outside or tied up. Place a notice outside, stating what pets are home.
Provide a contact phone number, and the name and number of your veterinarian.
Emergency organizations and personnel agree that proper advance planning lessens the effects of
disasters. So, the best thing you can do for yourself, your family, and your animals in the event of any
emergency is to plan ahead before disaster strikes.

PETS: Salmon poisoning disease is a real danger
POSTED: 08/13/16
A friend recently went camping at one of our Northwest lakes. It was an enjoyable outing for family and
dogs. Unfortunately, a week later her dog would not eat, started vomiting, and had diarrhea. A speedy trip
to the veterinarian resulted.
The reason I bring this up is because most of us are aware of foods never to feed our furry companion
friends. Chocolate, onions, nuts, grapes, and raisins are a few examples on the list. We are also advised to
avoid raw eggs because of the possibility of food poisoning from bacteria like Salmonella or E. coli.
However, there are a number of us who feed our pets dry kibble with salmon as the main ingredient, never
realizing that its consumption in the raw state can be potentially lethal to our faithful buds. Maybe you
knew, but I must admit that other than the concern for the bones, I never gave it a thought
Due to my friend‟s experience, I have since learned that salmon poisoning disease (SPD), also called the
fish disease, can be fatal to dogs, coyotes, and foxes. Fortunately for both the ill pooch and his concerned
guardian, her rapid response and the veterinarian‟s treatment saved his life and he is well on his way to
becoming his normal bouncy self.
SPD is an infection that develops when dogs eat raw salmon and fish such as trout, lamprey, sculpin,
redside shiner, shad, sturgeon, candlefish or the Pacific Giant Salamanders that contain a certain fluke.
The fluke, a type of trematode, is an internal parasite which, in this case, is called Nanophyetus salmincola.
The parasite itself is relatively harmless. The danger occurs when the parasite is infected with a rickettsial
organism called Neorickettsia helminthoeca. It is this microorganism which causes SPD. Other rickettsial
organisms are the causes of infectious diseases such as Lyme‟s disease, Rocky Mountain Spotted Fever, and
Typhus.
The disease is most often seen in dogs who have ingested the raw above-listed fish found in Washington,
Oregon, northern California and southern Vancouver Island. However, infected fish have been found in the
Pacific Ocean from San Francisco to the coast of Alaska. Essentially, it is those fish who spend their lives in
coastal streams and inland along the rivers of fish migration in the Pacific Northwest which can be infected
with the organism.
The term “Salmon Poisoning Disease” (SPD) is misleading because no toxin is involved. The infective agent
is transmitted through the various life stages of a fluke in a snail-fish-dog cycle. The sequence begins when
the eggs of the fluke are released in the feces of an infected animal. Those eggs find their way into a small
snail called Oxytrema plicifer. Larvae are released from the snail and infiltrate the fish, developing into a
resting or maturing stage of an infected fluke. The cycle is completed when mammals eat the fish, and the

infected “teenager” becomes an infected adult, passing the bacteria to its eggs which are excreted, thus
continuing the cycle.
In the dog, the bacteria spreads through the bloodstream to the liver, lungs, brain and lymphoid tissue. If
not treated, SPD is usually fatal within 2 weeks after exposure. The symptoms of SPD are similar to other
gastrointestinal diseases and will likely show in about 6 to 10 days after ingestion of the fish. Symptoms
may be of variable severity but generally consist of fever, anorexia (loss of appetite), vomiting, bloody
diarrhea, nasal or eye discharge, weight loss, ascites (a condition where fluid builds up in the abdomen),
enlarged lymph nodes and twitching and seizures.
If you know your dog has eaten raw fish and it displays any of the symptoms listed above, notify your
veterinarian immediately. SPD is treatable if recognized in time. The ill animal‟s treatment involves
administration of an antibiotic to kill the bacteria and a dewormer to kill the parasite. In addition, the
animal may need IV fluids, antiemetics, antidiarrheals, blood transfusions and hospitalization.
Some preventative measures you can do when taking Fido out for a romp in one of the lakes, rivers, or
streams in our beautiful Northwest area are: Do not feed raw fish to your dog!; cook fish caught thoroughly
or deep-freeze it for a minimum of 2 weeks to destroy the parasite before your dog gets to eat it; leash your
dog in order to monitor what he gets into; wrap all garbage, especially any parts cleaned from fish caught,
and dispose of them in well-secured garbage cans.

PETS: Let‟s move on indeed
POSTED: 08/06/16
On Friday, July 29, lifelong resident of Red Bluff, author and columnist Mr. Robert Minch, in his “I Say”
column wrote, “Best Left Unread department: In the Daily News, „A Rancho Tehama woman was convicted
of animal cruelty.‟ Nothing left to see here, folks. Let‟s move on.”
I would like to ask, “What is “best” about turning a blind eye to abuse… any abuse?” Are we supposed to
“move on” because the perpetrator was from Rancho Tehama, or because she was convicted of animal
cruelty and it wasn‟t nearly as exciting a tidbit as knowing that Mr. Minch and his wife seldom peruse the
books of their own library? I disagree strongly with Mr. Minch that there is “nothing left to see.” There is,
in fact, plenty “to see” regarding animal cruelty and its impact on society. But please, let‟s move on.
The Massachusetts Society of the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals and Northeastern University found that
70% of people who committed violent crimes against animals also had records for other crimes. Animal
abusers were found to be five times more likely to commit violent crimes against people, four times more
likely to commit property crimes and three times more likely to have a record for drug or disorderly‐
conduct offenses. Tehama County‟s District Attorney, Greg Cohen, on the county‟s website states, “Over the
course of the last two years, I have seen an increase in violent crimes committed within our County…
Whether it be traffic, narcotics, theft-related, or violent offenses, our county‟s criminal population appears
to be unwilling to stop their conduct… Based on the rising crime rate and increase in violent crime, these
changes have proven to be a disaster for us in Tehama County.” Might we consider that cruelty to animals
by individuals within our community has the distinct potential of further jeopardizing the safety of the
community where we live? But please, let‟s move on.
Pet abuse is one of the four predictors of domestic violence, according to a study conducted in 11
metropolitan cities. Research also notes that between 71% and 83% of women entering shelters state that
their domestic partner had abused or killed the family pet. In addition, other studies noted pet abuse
occurred in 88% of families being overseen for physical abuse of their own children. Further research has
shown that 30% of children who have been the victims of abuse or witnessed domestic violence have gone

on to perform their own acts of animal cruelty. According to Robert K. Ressler, who developed profiles of
serial killers for the FBI, “Murderers...very often start out by killing and torturing animals as kids.” We
know also that history is replete with serial killers who were first animal abusers, Albert DeSalvo and
Jeffrey Dahmer to name a couple. Some of the violence that has occurred in schools in recent years began
with cruelty to animals. Examples are Eric Harris and Dylan Klebold, who shot and killed 12 students at
Columbine High School. Both spoke of mutilating animals to their classmates. Many numerous
documented studies show the definite connection between acts of cruelty to animals and violence toward
others including, but not limited to, child physical and sexual abuse, spousal abuse, elder abuse, and other
forms of violent predatory behavior. But please, let‟s move on.
Animal hoarding, another form of animal cruelty, is the accumulation of large numbers of animals in
extremely unsanitary conditions. It often results in the death of animals and can have serious health
consequences for the people who are living with them. Although hoarders may not be involved in violent
crimes, they may need social or mental health services. In many instances, these individuals have children
or dependent adults living in the same filthy conditions as the suffering animals. Hoarding cases often
involve the intervention of multiple government agencies whose costs can be considerable. The degree of
this type of animal cruelty can be a major problem from the standpoint of public health and ultimately to
the community‟s tax paying citizens. But please, let‟s move on.
All of us must acknowledge that the abuse of any living being is unacceptable and can ultimately endanger
everyone. Cruelty to animals is a significant form of antisocial behavior, and understanding and addressing
it as individuals and communities can help curtail the spread of violence. When any member of our
community displays an outlook that suggests a detachment about the cruel treatment of animals, it assists
in providing a foundation where violence can flourish. But please, let‟s move on.

PETS: Celebration of mutts set for July 31
By Ronnie Casey
POSTED: 07/30/16

Author Colleen Paige said, “In every heart, there is a hole. In every shelter, there is love in which to fill it.”
National Mutt Day was created in 2005 by Colleen to embrace and celebrate mutts — dogs with parents of
different breeds. Each year, on July 31 across the U.S., the plight of mutts in shelters is highlighted to raise
awareness and educate the public.
In 2015, the National Animal Interest Alliance (NAIA) Shelter Project showed the percentage of purebred
dogs in shelters at 5.04%. As a result, a whopping 95% of dogs in shelters are mutts. Mixed breeds, like the
Labradoodle (a cross between the Labrador Retriever and a Poodle), the Cockapoo (a cross between a
Cocker Spaniel and Poodle), the Puggle (a cross between a Pug and Beagle), the Chiweenie (a cross
between a Chihuahua and a Dachshund), and others help contribute to this percentage. Let‟s face it, even
though they are known as “designer” dogs, they are still mixed breed, not purebred and therefore are still
considered a mutt.
Most guardians of mixed-breed dogs will often tout that their pets are healthier and more intelligent than
purebreds. Actually, there are relatively few studies available comparing mutts and purebreds. According
to the Institute of Canine Biology, one study done by Bellumori, et al (2013) compared the incidence of 24
genetic disorders in mixed versus purebred dogs. What they determined was that the incidence of 10
genetic disorders was significantly greater in purebred dogs, the incidence of 1 disorder was greater in
mixed breed dogs and for the rest of the disorders examined, they found no difference in incidence
between mixed and purebred dogs. However, one undeniable fact is certain. Whether mutt or purebred,
both end up regularly in our shelters.
Having a couple of mutts myself, I will be the first to say, “If you are looking for a distinctive pet, seriously
consider a mutt from your local shelter or rescue.” They come in all varieties of shape, size, and color, and

since they are never alike, you can bet your furry friend‟s uniqueness will make him a standout. If you do
not think that is true, consider some of the following famous mutts who have captured attention.
This year‟s National Mutt Day is dedicated to Laika, a husky-terrier mix, who was the first animal to orbit
the earth. Scooped up from the streets of Moscow, she was trained to be aboard the satellite Sputnik 2 in
1957. The Russians did not plan on her viable return and she died during the satellite‟s reentry to Earth.
The death of Laika ignited debates world-wide with regard to animal testing and the mistreatment of
animals for the advancement of science. On April 11, 2008, Russian officials unveiled a monument in her
honor near the research facility in Moscow that prepared Laika‟s flight.
A mixed spaniel named “Higgins,” best known for his starring role in the 1974 movie “Benji,” was adopted
from a California shelter by trainer Frank Inn. His first role was on the television show “Petticoat Junction”
and he appeared in six of the show‟s seven seasons. He had an amazing ability to convey emotion through
facial expressions. Inn often said that Higgins was the smartest dog he had ever worked with and that he
learned one new routine a week and retained the routines for years.
Spike was a Mastador (Labrador Retriever and Mastiff mix) also adopted from a California shelter. He
starred in the 1957 film “Old Yeller,” appeared in the 1959 movie “A Dog of Flanders,” and appeared on
“The Mickey Mouse Club.”
Chief Dog Sinbad was a canine known as a “liberty-rum-chow-hound, with a bit of bulldog, Doberman
pinscher, and what-not” member of the U.S. Coast Guard. He served 11 years aboard USCG Cutter George
W. Campbell, saw combat during World War II, and was one of two animals classified as a noncommissioned officer.
Even though they are not real, some famous cartoon mutts include Odie from Garfield, Mickey Mouse‟s
dog Pluto, and even some dogs in Disney‟s Lady and the Tramp. Do not forget the crime-fighting McGruff
(half bloodhound and half basset), Woofie from the “Mutts” comic strip, Clifford, the big red dog of books
of the same name, and Electra and Vivian, from the “Cathy” comic strips.
Even if you cannot adopt a mutt there is still plenty you can do to help these awesome, homeless, mixed
breeds in honor of National Mutt Day. Visit the local animal shelter and volunteer, spread the word about
the shelter‟s available adoptable mutts, or donate supplies or money, as both the shelter and mutts need all
the assistance they can get.

PETS: Thanks as a sign of gratitude and
respect
POSTED: 07/23/16
Noted author and columnist Harvey Mackay has said, “None of us got to where we are alone. Whether the
assistance we received was obvious or subtle, acknowledging someone‟s help is a big part of understanding
the importance of saying, „thank you.‟” Most of us like to hear someone thank us for the things that we do.
Being appreciated is one of the things in life that truly motivates us. By giving a simple “thank you” to
someone, especially if it is not expected, shows that appreciation and conveys gratitude. Even more than
that, it is a sign of respect to the person who has helped in some manner. It is an indication that they are
not taken for granted, and most of all it is an acknowledgement that they truly matter.
This past week a homeless dog named Prancer was adopted from the Tehama County Animal Care Center.
What makes this adoption worthy of attention is that this particular canine had been at the Center since
the end of last November. Even though he was not the only animal to have a lengthy stay, in anyone‟s book
eight months confined in a shelter without going “kennel crazy” is something to note. There is no doubt
that Prancer, if he could, would thank everyone who assisted him through his long journey to find a loving
home. And though he and the hundreds of other animals within our county who have been helped cannot
vocalize a thank you, I certainly can, for them.

Numerous individuals and organizations dedicate themselves to helping animals in dire need. For these
deprived critters, these people are beacons of light and safety in an otherwise dark, often hostile world.
Therefore, I ask that you take a moment to acknowledge and, along with me, thank the groups and
individuals for the extremely worthwhile work they have done and continue to do.
We must begin with the Animal Control Officers and Police Officers, who are the first line of protection,
not only to our citizens, but also to the animals whose health and welfare they work steadfastly to
safeguard. Their required duties are wide-ranging, frequently hazardous and often, especially lately,
underappreciated. Thank you.
Next are the two public shelters located within Tehama County, the Tehama County Animal Care Center
(TCACC), located at 1830 Walnut St. in Red Bluff and the Corning Animal Shelter, located at 312 Rawson
Road, Corning. In both of these shelters the staff works diligently to improve and save the lives of as many
animals that come into their doors as they possibly can. With minimal budgets, limited staffing, and
inadequate space, the job of these shelters is comparable to trying to empty an ocean with a teaspoon. We
also need to pay homage to the volunteers of both shelters who not only exercise the animals, but who also
assist in grooming, training, and promoting the animals for adoption. Because of the efforts of all those
involved at these shelters, animals like Prancer have a fighting chance for a longer, better life. Thank you!
Let us not forget, in addition to the regular volunteers of both shelters, the two non-profit entities, PETS —
Providing Essentials for Tehama Shelter — and Second Chance Pet Rescue which were originally created
with the purpose to support and provide whatever assistance was necessary to TCACC and the Corning
shelter, respectively. Since inception, each organization has expanded its role to include being vital
participants in the community. They each provide guidance, education, and supplemental support to
residents regarding the animals with which they live. Thank you.
We also cannot ignore the wonderful efforts of two local rescue organizations. Deserving Pets Rescue, Red
Bluff, provides immediate medical attention and treatment for injured and sick pets in Tehama County
that cannot thrive in shelter situations. They definitely have played a significant role in saving the lives of
many animals who arrived at TCACC in desperate want. The other is Dynamic Duo Dog Rescue
&Transport, Inc., Red Bluff, who not only transports animals from TCACC to Bay Area rescue
organizations, to increase the animals‟ chance for adoption, but also fosters multiple animals, and provides
spay/neuter assistance to those who cannot afford it. Thank you.
Let us not forget all the individuals, veterinarians, organizations, and businesses who have fostered,
adopted, rescued, networked, and donated time, supplies, and money to benefit the homeless, neglected
and abused animals of Tehama County. Thank you.
Finally, I ask that whoever is reading this to ask friends and family to assist Prancer and the other animals
in thanking those that have helped in making a positive difference in their lives. Thank you.

PETS: Adoption event a big success
POSTED: 07/16/16

This past weekend, PETS held an adoption event for the homeless animals of the Tehama County Animal
Care Center at Prime Cinemas during their premiere showing of “The Secret Life of Pets.”
Not all the animals that were brought were adopted, but for those of us involved it was a resounding
success. Anytime we can learn from an experience and bring a bit of joy into a life, whether it is human or
not, the effort and time given is an accomplishment.
When the children came in, their immediate reaction was one of unsurpassed delight. The event confirmed
what we have always believed, that children adore animals, and if any community is to have responsible
and compassionate adults, we need to encourage and nurture that adulation. Since children are inherently
curious and absorb information at an astonishing rate, it is a perfect opportunity for us to instill lessons of
kindness and empathy so that not only the welfare of animals, but also our own citizenry, is ensured. When

children learn to care for animals, and treat them kindly, they obtain invaluable preparation in learning
how to treat other fellow members of society. Learning about compassion and respect in the formative
years aids in helping reduce instances of violence and cruelty to all living beings. If we wish for a brighter
tomorrow, we need to start with the children, and it is never too early to begin.
No matter how much we profess our love of animals, pet homelessness is a problem many ignore and, even
worse, contribute to. If you do not think it is a problem, then let the appalling statistics convince you.
According to the National Council on Pet Population Study and Policy, 90 percent of all dogs born in the
U.S. every year have no permanent home, and homeless animals outnumber homeless people 5 to 1. We
bear witness to this every day at the Animal Care Center. What statistics do not show is the impact on the
emotional lives of these animals. Their lives are more stressful and frustrating than is natural or
acceptable. Even the best of shelters are loud and frightening places for the animals who reside there. To
ignore the effects that living in a shelter environment can have on the overall well-being and behavior of
these animals is to do them an extreme injustice. However, for a brief few hours, the dogs and kittens who
were brought to the adoption event had a hiatus in their otherwise sorrowful lives.
The unabashed joy we witnessed from these animals with the attention they were given would bring
everyone, except the most hardened, close to tears. Tails wagged in eager anticipation of scratches and
belly-rubs. Kisses and licks were freely given and each one displayed behaviors that made us all ponder
why they had been either discarded like trash, or never searched frantically for if they had been lost. You
could almost hear them saying, “Please take me home with you”.
Discussing a shelter animal‟s emotional well-being may indeed sound silly to some, especially to those that
firmly believe animals are devoid of feelings. But it is easy for many of us to vocalize the necessity of doing
what can be done to make life better for these forsaken animals. We also firmly believe that we are caring
and principled in our treatment of not only the pets in our homes, but also to those who are looking for
comfortable, loving homes of their own. In addition, when we assist in providing happy-endings to not so
fairy-tale lives, we validate the existence of the animals to be more than worthless.
While not all dogs and cats were adopted during the event, it gave those animals that came a break from
the daily stresses of shelter life. With the public, the event made the invisible visible to a new set of people
who we hope will become future adopters, or volunteers, or fosters, or supporters of the Care Center and
the animals within. It additionally provided a perfect venue where additional training and socialization of
the animals could occur. It was an excellent opportunity to educate the public about pet homelessness and
other animal-related issues. It offered openings to teach children about kindness to animals and answer
the many questions they had. It was also an occasion to share in the fun. Yes, from all of us involved, this
past weekend‟s adoption event was an unmitigated success.

PETS: What is good animal welfare?
POSTED: 07/09/16

What are we talking about when we discuss animal welfare, and what do we consider good animal welfare?
Animal welfare refers to how an animal is coping, both physically and mentally, with the conditions in
which it lives. When good animal welfare occurs, the animal is healthy, comfortable, well nourished, safe,
able to express its inherent behavior, and is not suffering from pain, fear, or distress. In order for an animal
to have good welfare, disease is prevented, appropriate veterinary treatment is provided when necessary,
and appropriate shelter, nutrition, and humane handling are consistently given.
Fifty-one years ago Ruth Harrison, a British woman, wrote “Animal Machines,” which described livestock
and poultry farming practices. The public outcry, with regard to the information in the book, prompted the
British Government to appoint a committee to look into the welfare of farm animals. The committee,
chaired by Professor Roger Brambell in 1965, presented an 85 page report, which became known as “The
Brambell Report.” In the report it was stated that animals should have the freedom “to stand up, lie down,

turn around, groom themselves, and stretch their limbs.” These freedoms later became known as
“Brambell‟s Five Freedoms.”
By the end of 1979 the welfare of an animal, which includes its physical and mental states, was defined
simply as the following Five Freedoms. 1) Freedom from hunger and thirst by ready access to fresh water
and a diet to maintain full health and vigor. 2) Freedom from discomfort by providing an appropriate
environment including shelter and a comfortable resting area. 3) Freedom from pain, injury, or disease by
prevention or rapid diagnosis and treatment. 4) Freedom to express normal behavior by providing
sufficient space, proper facilities and company of the animal‟s own kind. 5) Freedom from fear and distress
by ensuring conditions and treatment which avoid mental suffering.
These Five Freedoms are the basis for the actions of a multitude of professional groups, including The
American Veterinary Medical Association (AVMA), and have been adopted by representative groups such
as the American Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (ASPCA) and, internationally, the World
Organization for Animal Health.
While some believe that no animal should suffer because of a human action, there are others who believe
human need is more important than any need an animal might have. These conflicting opinions have
produced a number of outcomes. In the United States, one consequence is the Animal Welfare Act which
was signed into law by President Lyndon B. Johnson on August 24, 1966. This federal law, and its
associated regulations, set the standards for humane care and treatment that must be provided to dogs,
cats, guinea pigs, nonhuman primates, hamsters and rabbits intended to be exhibited to the public, bred
for commercial sale, used in medical research or transported commercially. However, birds, rats, mice,
horses, and other farm animals were excluded from its protection when it was initially legislated. Since
then, the act was amended to include all warm-blooded animals in 1970, but birds, mice, and rats were
again excluded in 2002. The Act is enforced by the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA). In
addition, the USDA established the Animal Welfare Information Center (https://awic.nal.usda.gov/aboutawic ) to provide information that promotes the humane care and use of animals.
Unfortunately, the scope of the Animal Welfare Act is limited. Some areas that are not covered by the
federal law are: the use of animals in K-12 education; the hunting, fishing and trapping of animals; animals
in agriculture production; retail pet stores; treatment of pets by owners or others, and the use of rats and
mice in research. Since the U.S. Constitution does not mention animals, the primary legal authority for the
control of them is at the state level. State laws govern the issues of harm to animals, or harm caused by
animals. The State and county are where criminal prosecution for animal cruelty and the requirements of
care typically originate.
If we wish to ensure that animals are treated with respect and dignity throughout their lives, then it is our
responsibility as individuals and communities to make certain the Five Freedoms are provided to them. If
those Freedoms are lacking, then it is also our duty to work towards remedying the situation.

Get off the sidelines and make a difference
POSTED: 06/25/16
Are you sitting on the sidelines? Are you being an armchair quarterback? Have you said, “I could‟ve,
except… I should‟ve, except… or I would‟ve, except…?” Have you ever used “If I only had” one of these,
more opportunities, more time, etc., etc.? It is easy to judge the actions of others when you do not invest
anything of yourself. It is even easier when the excuses as to why you cannot do so roll effortlessly off your
tongue.
What does it mean to be sitting on the sidelines? In sports, it means we are not in the game. Sometimes,
there are valid reasons why certain players have to sit it out. They may be injured, they do not have the

skills needed at that point, or they are waiting for their turn. What about those times when we are healthy,
skilled, and capable enough to play, but we still choose not to go in. Is it because we are afraid, or that we
are losing and do not want to be blamed for it? Let‟s face it, it‟s definitely more comfortable to sit on the
sidelines and be part of the crowd, than risk anything.
The same can be said for armchair quarterbacks. How wonderful it is to be securely away from the action
while pontificating on what everyone should or should not do. Of course, the person judging does not live
with the consequences of his or her decision. It is so easy to sit and watch the game, yelling at the TV,
calling those that are playing their hearts out “imbeciles,” while you only exert yourself enough to rise
during a commercial to get another drink or snack.
Why am I even discussing all the above? The reason is because I am frustrated and, quite honestly, angry
with people who expound about no-kill shelters and then either play armchair quarterback or sit on the
sidelines and do nothing about the root cause: pet overpopulation. It upsets me greatly when I hear that
the shelter should be doing more, that animal control should be doing more, that the county should be
doing more, veterinarians should be doing more, that anyone and everyone else should be doing more
except the person who is sounding off.
Here is a heads up, everyone who is actively involved with the homeless, abused and neglected animals of
our county would truly welcome viable solutions to the overpopulation problem at the shelter and within
our community.
Theodore Roosevelt said, “In any moment of decision, the best thing you can do is the right thing, the next
best thing is the wrong thing, and the worst thing you can do is nothing.” Until residents within in this
county are willing to do more than nothing, the animals will continue to pay the ultimate price.
We all like to think we have the best intentions and that we are good people, but when it comes to followthrough, things get much tougher. Be honest, when was the last time you justified avoiding a situation? I
wish I had a nickel for every time I heard “I wish I could do that (whatever that is), but I just don‟t have the
(time/money/or whatever the other excuse of the day is).” At some point, as responsible members of this
community, it is time to stop making excuses and passing blame onto others for the way things are. It is
time to stand up, be counted, and stop sitting on the sidelines.
The movie “The American President” has many wonderful lines, one of my favorites is, “We‟ve got serious
problems, and we need serious people…” Whether you like it or not, Tehama County has serious problems
and yes, it needs serious people. We need people willing to work towards establishing „Trap, Neuter and
Release‟ (TNR) feral cat programs in local communities. We need people who will work with the county to
determine how to get a spay/neuter program to curb pet over-population started and funded. We need
people that will assist organizations to develop programs that will provide low cost food and medical care
for pets that many cannot afford. We need people who will foster, providing temporary pet care so that
guardians with illnesses can receive assistance without relinquishing their pets. We need people to stop
purchasing animals from irresponsible backyard breeders. We need people to volunteer, foster, and adopt
at our local shelter.
So, before complaining about services not offered, and playing “armchair quarterback”, perhaps you need
to get up off your kiester and join the organizations and people who are trying to help the animals of
Tehama County. If you are not part of the solution, you are part of the problem, and making excuses is
certainly not part of any solution.

PETS: Kitten season is here in Tehama
County

POSTED: 06/18/16

When you hear someone say “kitten season” the thought is probably of sweet, fluffy kitties happily rolling
around and playing, looking so cute and adorable. Unfortunately, the “season” really isn‟t very sweet or
cute at all.
For shelters and rescue organizations throughout the country, “kitten season” is one of the worst times of
year, filling those involved with dread. While we adore the cute faces and the awkward, tumbling gait of
kittens, we are truly anxious, knowing that they will pour in all at once and resources will quickly become
overwhelmed. Although these little bundles of fur are adorable, many are still weeks away from being old
enough to be weaned, spayed, neutered, or adopted.
Many organizations simply do not have the space or available resources to care for such a volume of
kittens/cats. Pregnant cats necessitate close observation and monitoring. Many kittens will arrive without
mothers and need to be bottle-fed every few hours, which is more than any shelter can handle. A vast
number come in with either severe injuries or illnesses. In addition, even if they do not have special needs,
kittens do not have developed immune systems, and a continuous flow of other cats places them, at any
organization, at severe risk. Last, but not least, feral cats, never having had human contact, are often
considered unadoptable and, unless there is a rescue available that is willing to take them, chances are that
they will be euthanized.
The best thing anyone can do to help curb this problem is to spay and neuter, even if the cat never goes
outdoors. Cats, as young as five months, can get pregnant. Because cats have an average of 4-6 kittens per
pregnancy, and can be pregnant several times a year, it is no wonder that these litters become
overwhelming, especially if the resultant litters, themselves, have kittens within a few months. Therefore, it
is important to spay or neuter before a first litter is ever born. The average age at which pets are spayed or
neutered is four months.
If there is feral cat colony in the area, practice TNR, which means trapping the cats, having them spayed or
neutered and vaccinated, and then returning them to back to their habitat. The reason TNR is successful is
that resident cats are not permanently eradicated from the colony. After temporarily removing and fixing
the animals, they return to safeguard their habitat, but no longer contribute additions to the existing
group. If they are destroyed, another colony of fertile cats will quickly inhabit their niche. A feral cat‟s life is
not wonderful, but at least they will not create a larger population if sterilized.
In Tehama County, Mill Creek Veterinary Clinic in Los Molinos (384-1700) offers feral cat S/N services on
the last Friday of every month. The Red Bluff Veterinary Clinic in Red Bluff (527-1886) offers feral cat
spay and neuter services on the first Wednesday of every month. Haven Humane Society in Anderson (2411568) offers feral cat S/N services Monday thru Friday. Please be sure to call the clinics before bringing the
cats in. In addition, Spay/USA (1-800-248-7729) provides information about available assistance. Alley
Cat Allies (www.alleycat.org) (240-482-1980) also provides an array of information regarding feral cats.
In addition to spaying or neutering your own cats, and practicing or assisting with TNR of feral colonies,
there are numerous other ways to help, all of which are extremely beneficial during this critical time.
One way is to adopt from the shelter or one of the local rescue organizations. Please, when adopting, do not
overlook any of the mom cats since they often remain behind long after their babies have found homes. If
you are not ready or able to adopt, then consider fostering. Fostering not only assists the shelter
immeasurably by freeing space and resources, but also provides the care and socialization these little ones
need prior to adoption. If interested and would like to learn more about the foster program, please call the
Tehama County Animal Care Center (527-3439). If you are allergic or have other reasons that you cannot
work with the cats/kittens directly, you can help gather needed supplies such as kitten formula, bottles, etc.
No matter what you decide to do, please talk with family and friends about the causes and issues of cat
overpopulation. Education is a great first step in solving any problem.
These animals‟ lives depend on the actions we take and, perhaps one day, “kitten season” will not be as
dreadful as it is now.

PETS: Current adoption programs in Tehama County
By Ronnie Casey
POSTED: 06/04/16
This week I am extremely delighted to write about a number of adoption programs which were initiated
last year and are continuing, thanks to the collaboration of PETS and the Tehama County Animal Care
Center (TCACC). Both PETS and TCACC believe that these programs will not only help the homeless
animals at the Center, but will also provide members of our community the means to experience the joy of
having a companion pet in their life.
The first is the “A Senior for A Senior” adoption program. This program is specifically designed to help
senior citizens who are on a fixed income, and are capable of caring for a pet, but are unable to afford the
full adoption fees of a dog or cat at the Tehama County Animal Care Center.
Senior pets end up in shelters for a myriad of reasons. Those reasons are often the same as for any other
animal, such as neglect, abandonment, or simply because their owners no longer want the animal.
Unfortunately, for some, their previous owners may have passed away without providing instruction
regarding what happens to their beloved pet. Whatever the reason, the health of older animals is at higher
risk in a shelter environment. They usually do not adapt well and frequently will decline rapidly. These
senior pets, like our senior citizens, deserve to spend the rest of their lives, no matter how long it may be, in
the company of someone who cares. To qualify for this program, an adopter must be at least 60 years
young, and adopt a senior dog or cat that is approximately 6 years or older. The program discounts
adoption fees to $20.00 for Senior Dogs and $0.00 for Senior Cats. All animals in this adoption program
will be spayed/neutered, micro-chipped and have current vaccinations prior to adoption.
Every day law enforcement and firefighters risk their lives to protect all that we hold dear. Because of their
actions the families we love, the community we live in, and the businesses our livelihoods depend on, all
breathe a bit easier knowing that these men and women stand ready to do what is necessary to safeguard
us. PETS, in an effort to show appreciation for their service, is continuing its “Everyone Needs A Hero”
Adoption Program. During this program the spay/neuter and rabies fees of any animal adopted at TCACC
will be paid by PETS for any employee or recognized volunteer of any of the following organizations within
Tehama County: Tehama County Fire Department, Cal Fire any police department, the Tehama County
Sheriff‟s Office, and California Highway Patrol.

This year brings additional exciting news. In an effort to find even more homes for all of the cats and
kittens that arrive at TCACC, there shall be six “Free Cat Friday” adoption events. During these events,
adoption fees for adult cats are waived and kittens will have their adoption fees dropped to only $10. All
cats and kittens available for adoption are current on vaccinations and have been tested for feline
leukemia. Additionally, all spay/neuter and rabies vaccination fees will be paid by PETS “Free Cat Friday”
events will be held June 10, July 8, Aug. 12, Sept. 9, Oct. 14, and Nov. 11, at the Tehama County Animal
Care Center.
PETS is also pleased to announce that they will be joining the Tehama County Community Action Agency ,
and many other organizations this summer at the Tailgate Food Giveaways. These events are open to any
low-income Tehama County resident in need of food. PETS will be providing pet food to those attendees
that have animals in need. The locations for this year are as follows: June 24 in Red Bluff at the
Fairgrounds, July 22, in Los Molinos at the Veterans Hall, and Aug. 26 in Corning at New Life Assembly

Church. All Giveaways will occur from 9 a.m. to noon. For further information please contact TCCAA at
527-6159 or CAAInfo@tcdss.org
Lastly, PETS has initiated a “Humane Animal Trap Loan” program for those in Tehama County who wish
to trap feral cats for medical care or spay/neuter procedures. The trap is loaned, with a $50.00 fully
refundable deposit, for up to three weeks in order to facilitate the delivery of the feral to a prearranged S/N
appointment. If you would like to learn more, please call 527-8702 or email petstehama@gmail.com.
If interested in learning more regarding the adoption programs available, please call 527-3439. The
Tehama County Animal Care Center is located at 1830 Walnut St., Red Bluff and adoption hours are 10
a.m. to noon and 1-4:30 p.m., Monday through Saturday.

PETS: Irresponsibility and a box of kittens
By Ronnie Casey
POSTED: 05/28/16
This past week, a box of kittens, no more than a few days old, eyes still not open, without a mother in
attendance, was unceremoniously dumped at the front of the local shelter. The note left said, “I cannot take
care of them, they are 6 days old.” Why they were brought in without mom will forever remain a mystery.
Did someone, who wished to keep a non-spayed cat, want someone else to assume the responsibility for the
babies that resulted? Did someone find feral kittens alone, and figured they were doing the responsible
thing by taking them instead of waiting to see if mamma returned? Was this person acting responsibly
leaving five babies without talking to shelter personnel and explaining the situation? Whatever the reason,
it is difficult to believe this was the action of a responsible person.
The simple definition of being responsible is to deal with, or take care of, something or someone and to be
able to be trusted to do what is right. Taking the definition one-step further, to be responsible is to be held
accountable for our own actions. While it is not exactly clear when many, in today‟s culture, decided that
being irresponsible is quite acceptable, irresponsibility, sadly, has become more the norm rather than the
exception. This irresponsibility has had an exceedingly detrimental effect on our society as a whole, but for
purposes of this article let us talk about the victims who have no voice.
The problem is not only a lack of empathy, but also the perception that an animal‟s life is superfluous to the
person involved. So, what happens to those helpless beings who are born into an environment that does
not want them, does not care for them, and ultimately abandons them? They become someone else‟s
responsibility. It really does not matter to the individual, because it isn‟t their fault, their problem or their
responsibility. As a result, animal shelters and rescue organizations are vastly over-populated, with
resources and finances severely overburdened. For those of us who love animals and assume the
responsibility for their continued well-being, we find it unconscionable that other humans continue to
neglect, abuse and abandon those that depend on us for their welfare.
The person who is unprepared for the new pet, acquired on the spur of the moment, will end up taking it to
the shelter. The dog that goes stray after an owner allows it to roam freely, without identification, will go to
the shelter. Animals abandoned on back roads or left behind when their owner moves will go to the shelter.
Animals allowed to continually breed and have litter after unwanted litter will surely have their offspring
go to the shelter. Improperly trained and socialized animals who quickly become uncontrollable will often
end up in the shelter. Elderly animals whose owners do not wish to deal with the infirmities of age or make
the hard decisions will go the shelter. The continual display of irresponsibility and justifying excuses runs
rampant. It is assumed — no, expected — that some other entity will solve the problem.

Last year, over 2,000 dogs and cats entered the Tehama County Animal Care Center. This figure does not
include the many other species brought in. Another item to ponder is that, among the approximately 3,500
shelters throughout the United States, this one small shelter is a tiny blip. Even if all of them only had
2,000 animals per year, the result is that millions of animals enter shelters each year. There simply is not
enough space, volunteers, money, resources, or adopters to accommodate them all and, because of the
irresponsibility of its guardian, the animal often pays with its life.
Each individual in our community, whether they like it or not, shares in the responsibility as to the fate of
these unwanted animals. Everyone must understand that, by either ignoring the problem or contributing
directly to the amount of animals entering the shelter, it is not the shelters‟ fault that animals die, but the
public‟s. Thus, it is our responsibility to: lead by example with our own pets, help educate others with
theirs, discourage backyard breeding, encourage spay and neuter, and contact local government for more
resources to house, protect, and ensure the well-being of homeless, abused and neglected animals.
The kittens mentioned at the beginning of this article are still alive, thanks to the gargantuan efforts of
shelter staff and volunteers who were, and are, determined that these innocents have a fighting chance to
live. They are not out of danger, and the odds that all will survive are still quite slim. They could use a
loving foster‟s hand. Feel like being that hand? If so, call 527-3439.

PETS to launches Everyone Needs A Hero campaign on
June 1
POSTED: 05/27/16
Everyone needs a hero, and animals are no exception. Every day throughout the country, law enforcement
personnel and firefighters have been responsible for saving countless lives. It is not only humans that are
saved, but also many animals.
While heroic rescues of animals often get media attention, it is the many simple acts of kindness that
usually go unnoticed. Rescuing a kitten stuck in a tree or helping someone‟s beloved pet find its way home
are just a couple examples of incidents too numerous to mention. Whether it is a dynamic rescue or a
simple act, these people really are heroes to the animals.
PETS — Providing Essentials for Tehama Shelter — in an effort to show appreciation to the firefighters and
law enforcement personnel of Tehama County, is continuing its “Everyone Needs A Hero” adoption
program for one year, starting June 1. During this program, the spay or neuter and rabies fees of any
animal adopted at the Tehama County Animal Care Center by fire or law enforcement personnel working
in Tehama County, including volunteer staff, will be paid by PETS.
“Everyone needs a hero and everyone needs a friend, no matter who you are,” said Ronnie Casey, PETS
vice president. “We at PETS know that the animals at the Tehama County Animal Care Center need a
permanent place to call home. They need their „hero‟ to come and give them a happy forever-after, which
they have not experienced. In addition, we are also aware that a pet can add real joy and unconditional love
to a life. We believe this program could be a win-win for everyone involved.”
To qualify for the program, the adopter must be an employee or recognized volunteer of any of the
following organizations within Tehama County: Tehama County Fire Department, Cal Fire, any police
department, any department of the Tehama County Sheriff‟s Office and California Highway Patrol. A photo
ID and verification must be provided to qualify.

The Tehama County Animal Care Center can be reached at 527-3439 and is at 1830 Walnut St. in Red
Bluff. Adoption hours are 10 a.m. to noon and 1-4:30 p.m. Monday through Saturday, excluding holidays.

PETS: Honoring canines in military service
POSTED: 05/21/16Today, May 21, 2016, marks Armed Forces Day. It is a day to celebrate those Americans
who serve, and have served, in our five U.S. military branches: the Air Force, Army, Coast Guard, Marine
Corps, and Navy. This day is the culmination of efforts led by President Harry S. Truman to establish a
holiday for citizens to honor our military for their patriotic service in support of the United States of
America.
This year, as we honor the brave men and women who defend our country, let us also take a moment to
recognize some of the other heroes who also serve on the frontlines every day. Military Working Dogs
(MWDs) play a critical role in our defense and are crucial to the safety of service personnel. In addition,
just as the dogs‟ various abilities make them ideal for our land forces, the U.S. Navy has found that the
bottlenose dolphin and the California sea lion are ideal for a marine environment.
Not long after the attack on Pearl Harbor, the American Kennel Club and a group of professional breeders
called “Dogs for Defense” mobilized dog owners across the country to donate quality animals to the Army
Quartermaster Corps. By July 1943, over 11,000 dogs had been procured for active duty during WWII.
Since that time, dogs have served in Korea, Vietnam, Desert Storm, Afghanistan, and Iraq with bravery and
distinction. At present, there are approximately 2,800 dogs deployed with our American troops overseas,
and the military estimates that the average MWD, during active service, saves between 150-200 lives.
MWDs have had many roles within the military. In today‟s world, their duties are defined as to how they
can best serve.
Sentry dogs are taught to warn their handler of the approach or presence of strangers in a protected area.
They are especially effective in low-light situations where attack from cover or the rear is most likely. They
are used to guard supply dumps, arsenals, airfields, and other vital installations. Scout or patrol dogs, in
addition to the skills of sentry dogs, are trained to aid in the detection of snipers and ambush situations by
enemy forces within a particular locale. Scout dogs can detect the presence of an enemy at distances up to
1,000 yards. Common threats, during war or peace, are explosives hidden on a person, in a vehicle, or at
roadside locations. With their superior sense of smell, explosives detection dogs are trained to alert on the
scent of chemicals. Explosives detection dogs are deployed in Iraq, Afghanistan plus many other
continental states and outside the 48 locations due to the War on Terrorism.
German shepherds and Labrador retrievers are still used as war dogs by the American military, but the
smaller and more compact Belgian Malinois is considered better for the tandem parachute jumping and
rappelling operations often undertaken by Navy SEAL teams. The mission of the Lackland Training
Detachment, 701st MP Battalion, is assistance in the training of all military working dog handlers, MWDs,
and traffic-accident investigators deployed worldwide. It is the only facility in the U.S. that trains dogs for
the U.S. Army, Navy, Air Force, and Marine Corps.

Additional information on Military Working Dogs and their handlers can be found at United States War
Dogs Association, Inc. (http://www.uswardogs.org/k9-care/) or read Maria Goodavage‟s “Soldier Dogs:
The Untold Story of America‟s Canine Heroes”.
The Navy currently relies on dolphins and sea lions because of their sensory capabilities and diving
abilities. The dolphin‟s biosonar system is unmatched in its ability to detect mines and other potentially
dangerous objects on the ocean floor, especially in murky or dark water. The sea lion has excellent lowlight vision and underwater directional hearing capabilities. Sea lions are not only adept at locating objects
in challenging conditions, they also have the ability to maneuver in tight spaces and can go onto the shore
if necessary. Both species of animals can make repeated deep-water dives without suffering the effects of
“the bends” like humans do. According to the Navy Marine Mammal Program (NMMP), “One sea lion, two
handlers, and a rubber boat searching for objects on the ocean floor can effectively replace a full-sized
naval vessel and its crew, a group of human divers, and the doctors and machinery necessary to support the
divers operating onboard the vessel.” Additional information can be found at the U.S. Navy Marine
Mammal Program website (http://www.public.navy.mil/spawar/Pacific/71500/Pages/default.aspx).
Whether dog or marine mammal, these amazing creatures work tirelessly to keep us safe, by successfully
performing important and dangerous duties. During this Armed Forces Day, let us all recognize their
unwavering service to our country.

PETS: Litter box issues
POSTED: 05/14/16
As we are all aware, cats are very particular creatures, and where that is extremely evident is in their litter
box habits. If your cat will not use his box, especially when there has been no difficulty before, something is
definitely amiss.
Before trying anything else, be sure to have kitty checked out by a veterinarian to eliminate any possible
health issues. Urinary tract infection (UTI) is one of the most common problems. Like humans, cats can
also get cystitis, an inflammation of the bladder, which causes a sense of urgency to urinate. This urgency
can cause a cat to eliminate outside the litter box. Bladder stones or a blockage may also cause frequency.
In this case, kitty may also experience pain and mew when trying to void. Other common medical
circumstances that may contribute to litter box avoidance are diabetes, arthritis, and bowel issues. Once
your feline gets a clean bill of health from the veterinarian, it is time to figure out what else is going on. A
cat‟s sense of smell is fourteen times stronger than a human‟s olfactory sense. One can only imagine what it
would be like for feline to use a stinky box. If we would not like to use an odiferous lavatory, why would
they? Also, in the wild, predators locate prey by tracking scent. A dirty box, to your cat, is a beacon for
those predators. Do the kitty a favor and keep the box clean. Scoop out waste products at least daily, more
if more than two cats are using it (especially if the box is undersized). Scrub the box with warm soapy water
regularly, avoiding scented cleaners since your cat could develop an intense dislike for the lingering aroma.
Some cats are perfectly content and do not care what type of box it is (covered / uncovered), how many
boxes or cats there are, where the boxes are located, or what type of litter is in it. Other cats, however, are a
great deal more persnickety and, for reasons known only to them, the current set-up is not their ideal. If
only they could talk and tell us what the difficulty is. But, if your cat was content with the way things were
but you decided to change the litter, or the box location, or its size, etc., and the cat is now not using it, the
simple solution is to change everything back to the way it was.
Unfortunately, whatever the reason, once a cat shuns his litter box that avoidance can become a chronic
problem because he then develops an alternative preference for where to go to the bathroom. Most likely,

that alternative is not your preference. The following are some suggestions to assist in getting your feline
friend back to using his box.

First, make the inappropriate areas less appealing. Aluminum foil or sticky tape covering the areas is an
effective deterrent. If kitty soils in just a few spots, place a litter box in each spot. If that is not feasible,
place food and water dishes there, because cats do not like to eliminate near where they eat or drink.

Be sure to clean any accidents immediately and thoroughly with an enzymatic cleanser designed to
neutralize pet odors. Cats are attracted back to any area where they have already “done their business”, and
the odor leads the way. Since urine also contains ammonia, do not clean accidents with any ammoniabased products. You might also consider using a repellant spray after the area has been cleaned.

Move the box to a new location, or add more boxes to various other locales. Felines like quiet, perceived
safe places with easy egress to do what is required. Choose spots that ensure that the box is in a convenient,
unhindered area so the animal can use it without difficulty. Once a location is established, avoid changing
it

Choosing a litter type will be a “trial and error” process. Cats generally prefer unscented clumping litter
with a medium to fine texture, placed one to two inches deep within the box, but offer various types in
boxes placed side by side in order for the animal to show its own preference.
Change is incredibly stressful on a cat and can lead to soiling outside the litter box. Consequently, try to
keep the animal‟s routine as predictable as possible. If you cannot eliminate the source of the stress, try to
reduce it by using a synthetic pheromone spray.
Hopefully, with a few simple adjustments, your cat will overcome any litter box avoidance issues it has.

PETS: Dogs and the heat of summer
POSTED: 05/07/16
With the weather getting warmer, we are not the only ones eager to get outside to enjoy some fun activities.
It is important to remember that when temperatures climb, the heat can be devastating to your canine
companion. Being prepared can insure that Fido stays safe and comfortable during the coming months.
Every year, hundreds of pets die because they are left in vehicles. Do not let your pet be a statistic. On an
85-degree day the temperature inside a car with the windows slightly open can reach 104 degrees within 10
minutes, after 30 minutes 119 degrees and after one hour, 130 degrees. Dogs do not perspire like humans.
They pant to evaporate moisture from their lungs, which takes heat away from their body. If the air that
they are taking in is too hot, like it is in a parked car, then panting does not help and the animal quickly
overheats. Rolling down a window or parking in the shade does not offer protection either, since
temperatures can still escalate to dangerous levels.

If you walk your dog, keep in mind that asphalt and pavement get very hot during the summer. In fact, hot
enough to burn a dog‟s pads. If you would not walk barefoot on it, then do not walk your dog on it. Take
care, also, when exercising your pet, being sure to moderate intensity and duration in accordance with the
temperature. On very hot days, limit any exercise to the cooler early morning or evening hours.
Whether the two of you are playing in the back yard or taking a jaunt, always make sure you have plenty of
water on hand. At home, make sure your pet‟s water bowl is in the shade so the water stays as cool as
possible and so your pet does not burn its tongue on an over-heated bowl.
Outside there should always be available protection from heat and sun. Shade from trees and tarps is ideal
because they do not obstruct air flow. Another way to keep your pet cool is by providing a kiddie pool to
play or lay in. Like people, overexposure to UV rays can give your dog a nasty case of sunburn and also
increase the risk of skin cancer. A natural coat that has been groomed offers protection from sunburn and
can act as cooling insulation. If you give your dog a close cut for summer, consult a veterinarian about
whether your pet will require a pet-approved sunscreen on its exposed areas.
When going boating with your pet, be sure your pet always has proper identification and is micro chipped
in case he happens to fall overboard. Fit your dog with a personal flotation device even if you are
comfortable about his swimming ability. Accidents do happen and, when on a lake or river, it‟s a long way
to swim to the shore. Life jackets made for dogs keep their heads above water and have a handle on the
back to make it easier to grab them from the water. Swimming with your dog is great exercise for the both
of you and can provide relief from the heat. When encouraging a dog to swim it is important to be aware of
its ability, stamina, shape, and breathing ability, because not all dogs are natural swimmers.

Animals are at particular risk for heat stroke if they are very old, very young, overweight, or have heart or
lung disease. Some breeds, like boxers, pugs, and other dogs with short muzzles, will have a harder time
breathing in extreme heat. Signs of heat stroke include heavy panting that does not ease upon rest,
abnormal gum and tongue color, collapse, drooling, lack of coordination, vomiting and difficulty breathing.
If you suspect your pet is suffering from heat stroke, move him into the shade or into an air-conditioned
area immediately. Spray the dog down with cool (not cold) water, or drape him with cool, wet towels. It is
very important to avoid ice or very cold water. Lowering the animal‟s temperature too quickly can cause
other health problems. If he wishes, allow your dog to drink cool, not cold, water freely, but do not force
him to. Even if he seems to be cooling, get him to a vet as quickly as possible to ensure that a normal
temperature has been reached and that no organ or tissue damage has occurred.
If it is too hot for us, whatever the location, it is even hotter for our furry faithful friends and it is our duty
to protect them.

PETS: Advocating for animals
POSTED: 04/23/16

Whether you are a Democrat, Republican, or Independent voter, there is no denying that this is an election
year and everyone is vying for your vote. I, for one, say, “What a perfect time to advocate for the animals we
want to help.” Our vote has the power to change laws and policies for the betterment of animal welfare.
Right now is a perfect time to help make a difference by providing a voice for the voiceless.

Let‟s face it, legislators want to keep their jobs, which means they really want to hear from those who are in
their district and who can determine whether or not they stay in office. Who is that person? It is you, the
voter. Look at it this way, an unbelievable amount of communication flows through any representative‟s
office daily. In order to prioritize, communications are sorted by perceived value. Chances are your elected
official‟s staff will cross-reference your information with district voting records to see if you are a voter, and
active voters definitely have more clout than someone who has no record of having previously voted.
Therefore, first things first. In order to be heard, you must register to vote, and then actually vote.
Whether they are local city managers, Tehama County district supervisors, California state representatives
or U.S. Senators, our elected officials care (or should care) what their voters think. By sending letters and
e-mails supporting pro-animal measures that are already on the legislative agenda, you can help convince
politicians that the voters who put them in office want to see animals protected. In addition, if there are no
pro-animal items on the agenda, you can actively change that status. But first, before contacting any
elected representative about any improvement in animal welfare, you must take the time to educate
yourself about the issue you wish to address so that you come across as credible and knowledgeable.
When addressing issues, such as increased staffing for Animal Control or the local shelter, feral TNR
programs, changes in ordinances for cruelty and neglect prosecution, etc., with an elected official, it is
important to keep in mind that there are a number of factors that weigh upon the decision-making process.
Among those are: the impact it will have on his/her district, the economic impact on overall budget,
general public sentiment, the possible personal impact on the representative and his family, the position of
the representative‟s political party, and the possibility of garnering either positive or negative media
attention. Remember, elected officials are, first and foremost, politicians, and any issue addressed is
important to them if they wish to win a re-election.
Be sure to get a feel for the legislative process. For example, if you are contemplating a county-wide
ordinance, contact the Tehama County Board of Supervisors at 727 Oak St., Red Bluff 527-4655 for
information on enacting legislation. Then attend a Board of Supervisors meeting to become familiar with
how they function. In Tehama County the Supervisors are: District 1, Steve Chamblin (Ext. 3015); District
2, Candy Carlson (Ext. 3014); District 3, Dennis Garton (Ext. 3017); District 4, Bob Williams (Ext. 3018);
and District 5, Burt Bundy (Ext. 3016).
Elected officials often take notice of public opinion, so letters to the editor are another powerful way to
make your voice for animals heard and to garner more interest within the community. Even though it may
not seem like a big deal by adding your name to a petition or sharing with your social networks, understand
that your voice and actions count. If just one other person follows your lead, it may cause a domino effect
with more people acting in the best interest of animals. Also, locate other voting advocates in each District
and ask them to contact their Supervisor. Ask voting friends, family members, and co-workers to write
polite letters to their representatives that demonstrate support for any proposed legislation. Personal
letters, sent through the postal service, that use the sender‟s own words, rather than form letters, postcards
or e-mails, will be taken more seriously.
By everyone working together, a forceful voice can be created for the animals. If we wish to affect a change
in the status quo, it is up to us to make that voice heard. What better time is there to do it than now?

PETS: Neglect can be a powerful word
POSTED: 04/16/16

Words are powerful, and the actions we take because of them can often make a difference between life and
death. The word for today is “neglect”.
Merriam-Webster defines neglect as, “To give little attention or respect to, to leave undone or unattended
to especially through carelessness, and the condition of not being taken care of.” The Humane Society of

the United States takes the definition one-step further, “Animal neglect situations are those in which the
animal‟s caretaker or owner fails to provide food, water, shelter, or veterinary care sufficient for survival. It
can be either deliberate or unintentional, but either way, the animal suffers terribly. Extended periods of
neglect can lead to seriously compromised health or even death. Animal control agencies nationwide
report that animal neglect cases are the most common calls to which they respond.” Animal neglect, my
friends, is, without a doubt, animal cruelty. This month is “Prevention of Cruelty to Animals” month and it
is a perfect time for each of us to become aware of, and make it our duty to help put a stop, to this type of
cruelty.
At the Tehama County Animal Care Center, the most common animal abuse cases seen are ones of neglect.
Animals often come in that have not received adequate food, housing, grooming, or necessary vet care. The
following is an illustration of such a case, that both the Center and law enforcement have been dealing with
for years. Previously convicted in 2008 for animal cruelty, a Corning resident in 2013, again, had animals
confiscated due to neglect. A number of horses, dogs, cats, chickens and other animals were emaciated,
kept in poor housing conditions and some had not received necessary vet care. During November, 2015,
officers once again removed more than a dozen dogs, cats, and assorted fowl from the same owner. One of
the dogs was deceased and the other animals appeared to be malnourished, dehydrated, and in poor
health. Felony animal cruelty charges have been filed.
The reason I bring the above example to the forefront is that every day furry innocents are harmed in some
way. Whether or not it is done maliciously or unintentionally by those that have no real awareness of the
misery they are inflicting, the end result is the same, and it is our duty to help those that cannot help
themselves. In order to be proactive in abating cruelty, we must begin by becoming aware of the signs of
neglect that are indicative of animal abuse.
Notice if an animal has a severely matted and filthy coat, and if its fur is infested with fleas or ticks. Check
if the animal has open sores, multiple healed or untreated wounds, limps, or is unable to stand and/or walk
normally. Observe if the animal‟s overall health is poor and if it is grossly underweight with bones clearly
noticeable. Discern if there are untreated conditions that have caused rashes, large patches of lost hair and
bumpy, scaly skin. If an animal is consistently outside in all types of weather without an obvious source of
food and/or water and protective shelter, and appears to be either aggressive or fearful, it may be
neglected. If the animal is kept in an area littered with feces and garbage, or housed in something too small
for adequate movement, then the environmental factors continue to reinforce the image of neglect.
Once you notice signs of neglect, it is vital to the animal‟s welfare that you report it immediately to the local
authorities. In the city limits of Red Bluff, call 527-3131. In the city limits of Corning, 824-7000. Anywhere
in Tehama County other than the previous locations, call 529-7900, ext. 1. Provide as much information as
you possibly can. Any details can go a long way towards assisting investigating officers. Be sure to write
down a factual statement of what you witness, who is involved, and where the neglect is occurring. If you
do not receive a response within a reasonable period, do not hesitate to contact a supervisor. If you are still
not getting an appropriate response, contact the Tehama County District Attorney‟s office 527-3053.
In addition, advocate for improved anti-cruelty laws and legislation. Our laws must allow animal control
officers, prosecutors, and judges to expediently and effectively pursue and prosecute animal cruelty. If they
cannot, repeat offenders, such as the one illustrated above, will continue to not only tax our community‟s
limited resources, but will also put other innocent animals through the pain and agony of needless
suffering.
Any form of cruelty to animals is one we, as individuals, should not “neglect.”

PETS: Lyme disease and your animals
POSTED: 04/09/16,

I am an animal lover and, though I am not fond of spiders or other creepy-crawlies, I will try my best not to
hurt them. The one exception is ticks. If you are like me and have felt or seen one crawling on you or your

dog or, worse yet, had to extract its stubborn little body,. These small blood suckers are nasty and transmit
serious diseases to both people and pets. One of those you know exactly what I mean ailments transmitted
is Lyme disease. April has been designated „National Prevent Lyme Disease in Dogs‟ month by the
American Lyme Disease Foundation (http://www.aldf.com/).

I am happy to report that, according to the California Department of Public Health for the years 2004
through 2013, there were zero confirmed cases of Lyme disease reported in Tehama County.
Unfortunately, the neighboring counties of Butte, Shasta, Mendocino, and Trinity did not do as well.
However, do not rest easy, because besides the bacteria that causes Lyme disease, ticks can transmit at
least eight other microbial agents, such as those causing relapsing fever, Rocky Mountain spotted fever,
tularemia, Colorado tick fever, or babesiosis. Evidence also indicates that the deer tick and the western
black-legged tick, the same ticks that transmit Lyme disease, are the transmitters of Anaplasmosis, a
potentially fatal disease which can infect both people and pets.

If you or your dog are often outdoors, you can reduce the risk of disease by taking a few simple precautions.
The first is learn how to recognize a tick. The immature form, known as a “nymph”, is about the size of a
poppy seed (1/25 inch long). It has eight legs, a dark brownish-black plate on its back, and a light-colored,
translucent abdomen and is most active during spring and early summer months. Nymphs are often found
on logs, grasses, fallen branches, low-growing shrubs, and among the damp leaves that accumulate under
trees. An adult is about 1/8 inch long, has long mouthparts, brownish-black legs, a dark brownish-black
plate that covers the front half of its back, and a reddish-orange abdomen. Feeding ticks can expand to
almost 1/2 inch in length. The adults are typically found in open grass or chaparral, along the vegetative
borders of hillside trails, and other areas that have populations of deer.

There are several effective tick control products available. Examples are: the Preventic collar, Advantix,
Frontline, Vectra 3D and Promeris Canine. Knowing what kind of product to use, and how to use it, is
critical to the health and well-being of your pet. Consult your veterinarian to determine what product is
best to use. Certain factors such as age, breed, and pet health affect type and the dose of the product. If you
do use one of them, watch for any signs of an adverse reaction, such as: anxiousness, excessive scratching,
skin redness, vomiting, or any other abnormal behavior. If you see any of these signs, contact your
veterinarian immediately.

Even the best repellants may not prevent these little buggers from attaching themselves to your beloved
companion, so a tick check should be part of your dog‟s daily routine. To do one, simply run your fingers
slowly over his entire body, and check between toes, under armpits, the insides of ears, and around the face
and chin. If you feel a swollen area, there might be a tick burrowed there.
If you do find a tick on your dog, you need to remove it as soon as possible. Since ticks can transmit disease
to people, I would suggest wearing gloves to avoid any contact with your skin. With a pair of tweezers,
grasp the tick as close to your dog‟s skin as possible. Once grasped, pull outward in a straight, steady
motion, making sure that you have removed the entire tick, since anything left behind could cause an
infection. Do not twist the tick as you extract it as this could cause the mouth parts to break off. Dispose of
it in a small container containing isopropyl alcohol, since the alcohol quickly kills the offending varmint.
Finally, cleanse the dog‟s skin with a mild antiseptic solution of povidone-iodine.

Keep an eye on the area where the tick was attached to see if an infection develops. In addition, watch for
possible symptoms of tick-borne diseases. Lyme disease can be difficult to distinguish from Anaplasmosis

because symptoms are very similar. Symptoms could include lameness, decreased activity, joint swelling,
fever, fatigue, swollen lymph nodes, loss of appetite and neurological problems.

Additional information can be found at the American Veterinary Medical Association
(https://www.avma.org/public/PetCare/Pages/lyme-disease.aspx), and the University of California, Davis
(http://www.ipm.ucdavis.edu/PMG/PESTNOTES/pn7485.html) sites.

PETS: Cyberbullying rears its ugly head in
animal advocacy
POSTED: 04/02/16,
As a child, I was inspired by stories of courageous people who did wonderful things and changed the world
around them. They were my heroes. Some of them were real, others were not, but each one followed a code
of moral ethics, persevered in the face of adversity, and were dedicated to helping those who could not help
themselves. They had honor and integrity. Nowadays, there simply are not enough heroes and, in my
opinion, if you cannot display the qualities of admirable character, then at least do not be cruel.

For this article, I am not talking about animal cruelty. What I am discussing is a development that is
occurring frequently on social media. Facebook, Twitter, blogs, etc. are superb venues for animal advocacy
groups, rescues, and shelters to network animals in need, spread awareness about welfare issues and
promote events. However, if you spend much time on these sites, you will come across a number of
individuals who are just downright nasty and cruel. They appear to take pleasure in spreading rumors,
damaging reputations, broadcasting half-truths, and often acting as self-appointed judge, jury, and
executioner, all of which they accomplish in a few posts and comments. Do not let anyone kid you, this is
bullying. While it may not be the elementary or high school variety, it is definitely not benign. It is called
cyberbullying and it can happen to anyone.

Unfortunately, cyberbullying has surfaced as a disturbing trend in animal advocacy and rescue work.
Believe it or not, even charitable organizations and veterinarians are not immune to this unacceptable
behavior. It is important to remember that animal advocates and rescuers are just ordinary people who are
trying to do the best that they can for animals in need. These people spend days networking, transporting,
fostering, volunteering at shelters, or rescuing animals to facilitate their adoption. They often put their own
life and needs on hold while also devoting an extraordinary amount of time, energy, and money to aid and
support these helpless creatures. It is unclear what the motivation is but, whatever the reason may be,
cyberbullying within the animal welfare/rescue community causes unbelievable harm.

Cyberbullying extracts a huge emotional toll on the target. It also has the potential to dissuade many others
from trying to be an advocate or rescuer and, perhaps most of all, it takes time away from the true goal of
helping the helpless. If we are dealing with these people, we are not working on everything else vital to
protect and save animals. Programs to improve animal welfare, transporting, fostering, rescuing,
fundraising for crucial revenues necessary to provide food, shelter, medical, etc. all take a back seat
because of the need to protect reputations that years of painstaking work have built.

Perhaps the worst part is that these cyberbullies claim they are also animal welfare advocates. They
vocalize vehemently on how they have nothing but the best interests of the animal in mind. Yet, instead of

assisting, they merely agitate and incite. For those of us involved with animal welfare, it is difficult enough
to deal with the end- result of constant heartless acts perpetuated on the animals without having to deal
with the aggressive acts of supposedly “one of our own.”

What can we do prevent cyberbullying? We can report abuse and harassment. Facebook, for example,
provides information at https://www.facebook.com/help/reportlinks on what to do, depending upon
where the abusive content is located. We can block or delete offenders from our sites. If you are a
bystander (not the person or group targeted) step up on behalf of the victim and encourage others to do the
same. Do not spread malicious gossip and, if you see or hear see something that is wrong, inform the
person or group being besieged, for they may not be aware. It takes courage for someone to step up on
behalf of a bully‟s victim, but remember that using insults or threats to defend does nothing to diffuse or
aid a situation.

The positive, life-saving results of those active within the animal welfare community speak for themselves.
They have strength of character, they persevere against tremendous odds, they work together towards a
common goal, and they positively encourage others to do the same. For the animals that benefit, these
people are true heroes! If you do not wish to work alongside these individuals and get in the trenches with
them, then do not hinder or hurt them. Do not become a villain. Not one animal has ever been saved by
online harassment, verbal abuse, or acts of cruelty.

PETS: Human pain medications not for
dogs
POSTED: 03/26/16, 6:34 AM PDT | UPDATED: 19 HRS AGO

0 COMMENTS

In today‟s world, accessing a vast array of information is extremely easy. Ask a question on the Internet
and you will receive at least a hundred answers. Discerning whether the information provided is correct,
personal opinion or simply a tool to promote a particular product is not as simple. A perfect example would
be pet medications, among which are NSAIDs, medications to relieve pain in dogs.
NSAID‟s are nonsteroidal anti-inflammatory drugs that help reduce swelling, stiffness, and joint pain in
humans. Our over-the counter products are known, generically, as Ibuprofen, Naproxen and Aspirin,
whose familiar manufactured names are Advil, Motrin, Aleve, Ecotrin, Ascriptin and Bayer. A number of
prescription NSAIDs for humans are sold under the names: Anaprox, Celebrex, Daypro, Feldene, Indocin,
Naprosyn, Vimovo and Voltaren.
NSAIDs can also reduce swelling, ease stiffness and alleviate joint pain in dogs. But dogs are not human,
and those NSAIDs in your medicine cabinet can actually do more harm than good. There are a number of
nonsteroidal anti-inflammatory drugs available just for dogs. Some are Carprofen (Rimadyl, Novox,
Vetprofen Carprieve, Quellin, Carprofen), Deracoxib (Deramaxx), Firocoxib (Previcox), and Meloxicam
(Metacam, Loxicom, Orocam, Meloxidyl, Meloxicam).
When a guardian observes their dog showing signs of pain, I am sure some have considered giving their pet
one of their own over-the-counter pain relievers. Even though an NSAID may be safe and effective for
humans, it may not be safe for dogs because it may last longer in the body, have a higher absorption rate in
the stomach and small intestine, and can attain high blood levels. These differences can cause toxicity
resulting in severe liver and kidney damage and gastrointestinal problems for your companion. Even
veterinary drug products approved for one species, such as dogs, may be toxic to another species, such as
cats. Therefore, it is always advisable to consult with your veterinarian before giving any medication to
your pet.

Aspirin may be one over-the-counter NSAID that your veterinarian might suggest giving to your dog for a
limited period, but usually only if he has an injury or another short-term condition. It is not recommended
for long-term usage because of the greater potential of side effects. Again, discuss usage with your
veterinarian and follow any recommendations regarding dosage and frequency of administration.
There is no denying that the cost of medications for both humans and pets can be quite expensive and, for
those on limited budgets, purchasing discount drugs with no prescription necessary through the internet
may be quite enticing. While there are sites that are reputable pharmacies, there are many more companies
that sell counterfeit products, expired drugs, or make fraudulent claims. If a pharmacy claims that one of
its veterinarians will “evaluate” the pet after reading a form completed by the pets‟ guardian, and will then
prescribe a drug, it should be a “Red Flag” warning to you. One of the best ways to purchase pet medication
online is to order from an Internet pharmacy service recommended by your veterinarian. These licensed
services work directly with the veterinarian, and require prescriptions be written by him. They actively
support your veterinarian- patient relationship. In addition, do not hesitate to ask your vet if the
medication can be purchased inexpensively through a regular “human” pharmacy in its generic form.
It is also important to realize there are many pet healthcare sites that freely give out incorrect and possibly
harmful information. When researching information, I would advise sticking to veterinary colleges and
associations.
Examples are The AVMA (American Veterinary Medical Association)
(https://www.avma.org/public/PetCare/Pages/default.aspx), and Washington State University College of
Veterinary Medicine (http://www.vetmed.wsu.edu/ClientED/categories.aspx). If you do find an article on
a medication that applies to your pet, be sure to check it out with your veterinarian. What works for one
animal may not actually help, or can potentially harm, another. Incorrect dosage for size or breed, other
drug interactions, your pet‟s anatomy and physiology, and any chronic health issues play an important role
on the ultimate well-being of your dog when giving medications.
We are used to treating ourselves with over-the-counter (OTC) medications. We should then be able to do
the same with our pets, you might think. Unfortunately, pet metabolism and physiology is different from
ours, thus making it difficult, at best, to extrapolate from our own experiences. Any OTC med, even if
deemed “safe” for pet use, can have the possibility to do harm. If you would not give yourself a potentially
fatal or damaging drug without consulting a physician then, please, give your beloved friend the same
consideration.

PETS: Tips for people adopting animals
POSTED: 03/19/16,

Imagine being brought to a foreign country where customs and people are unfamiliar, and you cannot
speak the language. The experience would be not only stressful, but terrifying, too. When you adopt a dog
from the shelter, that scenario is similar to what he will feel when he goes home with you. Understand that
the dog that you just adopted is landing in territory that is alien, filled with strangers and customs he either
does not know or does not comprehend. He will be confused and stressed. He will require some time to
adjust. The solution for him to smoothly transition into your home is to be prepared, patient, and
consistent in your actions.
Before you bring your dog home, determine where he will initially be spending most of his time and make
it dog-friendly. Move all items out of reach that he might find appealing to chew, remove any hazardous
items, and have plenty of appropriate dog toys available. If you plan on crate-training, be sure to it set-up.
A crate can be a place where the dog feels safe and secure during the transition period, and also during
those times you are absent. Never use a crate as a punishment. If you prefer not to crate but still want to
confine, try baby gates in the kitchen or another area that can be easily accessed and cleaned. It is
important to remember that each time you leave your dog he should know that he has done nothing wrong
when being confined in a crate or restricted to a particular area.

When you bring your new pet home, leash-walk him, even in fenced yards, until he relieves himself. Start
getting him used to the area by sniffing and becoming acquainted with all the smells. Allow plenty of
opportunity for elimination. If you have a special area you want him to regularly use, go to it and praise or
reward when he does. If your new pet is a male, he will most likely want to mark territory, especially if he
detects other dogs. Understand that he may accidentally mark inappropriate items when coming into your
home, so it is best to keep him on leash when entering the first time. If he starts to lift his leg, immediately
walk him to his spot outside. Be sure to always praise or reward appropriate outside bathroom behavior.
Keep in mind that if he does have a few accidents, it might be because he is nervous and stressed.
Some dogs experience stomach upset and may throw up or experience diarrhea due to dietary changes.
When you adopt your dog, ask what brand of food was given and what time he usually ate. In the
beginning, try to duplicate both. If you wish to switch to a different brand, do so for about a week by adding
one part of the new food to three parts of the previous kibble for a few days; then switch to equal parts of
each, and finally decreasing to one part old to three parts new. This should assist in avoiding any gastric
issues. However, if symptoms persist after a couple of days, or actually worsen within the 48 hours, or if his
energy or appetite diminish, it is definitely time to see the veterinarian.
Take time to create a vocabulary of commands that everyone in your home will unfailingly use when giving
direction. This will help alleviate any confusion on the animal‟s part and help him learn more quickly.
For the first few days, try minimize excitement. Give him time to acclimate to you and your family before
introducing him to any strangers. Teach children how to properly behave around him, and never allow
harassment or mistreatment. Also, be sure never to leave young or inexperienced children around the dog
without supervision.
After passing his health exam by the veterinarian, enroll the both of you in training classes. Even if you are
not a new dog owner, training can be quite valuable. Be sure to involve all family members in the training
process to maintain uniformity. Establishing a regular routine will provide the dog security and is
invaluable in speeding up the adjustment process. This includes feeding times, exercise and play times,
bedtime, and when it is time to go outside to relieve himself.
Dogs are resilient, and with a bit of preparation, some patience, and consistency in routine and direction
you can shape your relationship with your newly adopted shelter dog into something that truly gets better
each day.

PETS: Living with an adopted shelter dog
POSTED: 03/12/16,

I recently read an article in HSUS‟s Animal Sheltering magazine by Courtney Thomas. In it, the author
discusses what it is like to live with an adopted shelter dog, who is and has been a challenge since he
became a part of her family. On a personal level, my husband and I also adopted a dog who has challenged
us on many occasions and, as she gets older, caring for her has taxed our patience levels at times. However,
like the author, I love her “to the moon and back”.
A common mantra among those of us who strive to improve the lives of homeless animals is “saving one
animal won‟t change the world, but it will change the world for that one animal”. What we fail to add is that
it also changes our world. In more ways than we could express, it is for the better. However, as with many
of life‟s occurrences, there are times we wish things were different.
Are all shelter dogs difficult? The short answer is a resounding, “No!” Adopting an animal from a shelter is
no different than beginning any new relationship. There is always risk involved and you never truly know
how everything will eventually turn out. Unfortunately, for the animals that end up at the shelter, it is often
because their guardians‟ expectations and the reality of the situation do not agree. The reasons they
become wards of the county are as innumerable as the types, sizes, and colors of the animals, themselves.
The shelter is filled with dogs that have relatively minor behavioral issues, most of which could have been

prevented through a bit of forethought, some training and patience. Other explanations often given for
surrendering to a shelter are, “We do not have enough time”, “ It‟s too expensive”, “We are moving, having
a baby, changing jobs, etc.”, all of which are human foibles and not the animals‟.
Regardless of the reason, understand, when you adopt, that many of these animals have been through hell.
In addition, they have had their previous world, whether good or bad, turned upside down. They are
scared, confused, and stressed. They will not immediately comprehend that the new home you are bringing
them into is their salvation. For some, a few days or weeks may be all the adjustment time they need. For
others you may, throughout the rest of their lives, deal with a result from earlier history. Our past plays a
significant role in the way we think and feel. Why, then, would we even consider that an animal‟s past has
no bearing on the way it responds to various current situations.
For example, one of the most common complaints of guardians is that their dog becomes unruly or
destructive when separated from them. A behavioral condition called “separation anxiety” is one where the
animal is so distressed by being left alone that he will destroy the house, barks incessantly, or urinates or
defecates inappropriately. Both my husband and I know this behavior well. Even after being in a safe,
loving home for almost five years, with a regular schedule, plenty of training, counter-conditioning and
every other suggestion offered, as soon as we begin to think about leaving, Noel, goes ballistic (for lack of a
better word). Apparently, something in her past traumatized her to the point that she may never get over
the fear of us being gone. At times, her conduct is mildly frustrating, at other times it takes every bit of selfcontrol not to get angry at her behaviors. Would I ever give her up because of the baggage she brought with
her? It isn‟t even a consideration for she is, as I call her, “my princess”.
Every animal I have adopted, or have come in contact with at the shelter, has been extraordinary in its own
unique way. They give unconditional love when there is no reason for them to do so. They show us how to
live with gentleness and joy in the midst of adversity. They teach us about how precious all life is. So, do
not be put off about adopting a shelter pet. Any relationship takes work and, just like any other
relationship, adopting a shelter dog requires caring and commitment. If you are patient, the rewards of
sharing your life with one of these wonderful companions far outweighs, in my opinion, any initial
challenges faced.
Next week, for future adopters, some tips to help in transitioning your adopted dog to its new loving
forever home.

Ronnie Casey: Poison information for pet
owners
POSTED: 03/05/16

Many items inside and outside our home can have potentially lethal consequences for our pets. As
responsible pet guardians, our duty is to insure that risks to the well-being of our beloved companions are
minimized.
According to the Pet Poison Help line, in 2012 43 percent of all calls had to do with the animal ingesting
human medications. It is extremely important to keep all prescription and over-the-counter medications,
even those in childproof bottles, out of harm‟s way. Closed cabinets, not easily accessed by prying paws, are
the best for storage. Drugs containing acetaminophen, e.g. Tylenol, NSAIDs,. Advil, Aleve and Motrin and
antidepressants such as Prozac and Paxil, are examples that can be lethal, even in small quantities. Pets
can also incur vitamin toxicity, especially with iron, Vitamin D, and alpha-lipoic acid. Supervise anyone
who may require assistance taking medications, in order to prevent pills from being dropped on the floor
and easily accessed by pets. As a last note, do not think it is cute to get your pet “stoned.” Narcotics,
including marijuana, can create a life-threatening risk to your pet.
Common household cleaning products can be equally dangerous. The key to safety lies in following the
directions for proper use and storage. If the label warns, “keep pets and children away from area until dry”,

follow the guidelines. Products containing bleach can disinfect surfaces when used correctly, but can cause
stomach upset, vomiting, diarrhea or severe burns if swallowed, and respiratory tract irritation if inhaled.
In addition, skin contact with concentrated solutions can produce serious chemical burns. Mothballs,
potpourri oils, fabric softener sheets, dishwashing detergent, batteries, cigarettes, and hand and foot
warmers are also potentially deadly to pets.
Automotive products such as gasoline, oil, and antifreeze should always be secured away from inquisitive
mouths. Antifreeze in any amount is lethal to dogs and cats. If any is spilled, immediately clean it up. While
antifreeze products containing propylene glycol are less toxic than those containing ethylene glycol, they
can still be quite hazardous to pets. In addition to antifreeze, other substances typically stored in the garage
include insecticides, fertilizers, and weed killers, which can threaten your pet‟s health if ingested. In fact,
certain types such as organophosphates, like those found in rose-care products, can be life threatening
when ingested in even small amounts. When applying the agents outside, be sure to keep your pet away for
the manufacturer‟s recommended time. If they are exposed to chemicals or granules that adhere to their
body, they may lick it them, resulting in stomach upset or even more serious problems.
If a pet ingests rat poison, life-threatening illness can result. When using any rodenticide, it is important to
place the poison in areas completely inaccessible to pets. Only one type of mouse poison — anticoagulant
or blood thinner — has an antidote to counteract the effects of the poison. The rest, unfortunately, have no
antidote and are much more difficult to treat. Remember, too, that a poisoned rodent carcass is a serious
hazard, as well.
Certain foods can be potentially deadly to pets. I recommend that you commit the following list to memory:
alcoholic drinks, avocados, chocolate, coffee grounds, any fatty foods, tea, macadamia nuts, moldy or
spoiled foods, onions, garlic, raisins and grapes, salt, yeast-based dough, and any food product containing
xylitol, which is an artificial sweetener.
Have fleas? Always read the label first before using any flea-control product on or around your pet. When
these products are misused, vomiting or diarrhea can result. Some of the more serious effects such as
difficulty breathing, muscle tremors, and seizures can also occur. Never use a dog flea-control formula on
your cat, or vice versa. There are multitudes of flea products for dogs that contain permethrin, which can
be life threatening to cats.
They may be pretty, but many house and yard plants can be poisonous to your pets. Some of the most
common that should be kept away from pets include: certain types of lilies, Lily of the Valley, oleander,
yew, foxglove, kalanchoe, sago palms, azaleas, rhododendrons, tulip/narcissus bulbs, castor bean,
cyclamen, amaryllis, chrysanthemums, pothos, English ivy, philodendron, corn plant, mother-in-law‟s
tongue, hibiscus, hydrangea, rhubarb leaves and certain varieties of mushrooms.
Additional information regarding poisonous substances can be located at the Pet Poison Helpline at
http://www.petpoisonhelpline.com/ and the ASPCA at https://www.aspca.org/pet-care/animal-poisoncontrol.
Accidents will happen. It is best to be prepared. Keep your local veterinarian‟s telephone number easily
accessible, plus the following numbers for the ASPCA Poison Control Center (888-426-4435) and the Pet
Poison Helpline (855-764-7661).

PETS: The good work of the Animal Care
Center
By Ronnie Casey
POSTED: 02/27/16,
On February 12, Mr. Robert Minch, in his “I say” column, raised the question about what happens to pets
when owners are incarcerated. In his column of February 19, he answered it briefly and stated that it was
“encouraging that dogs are put down as a last resort, and even then, locally, the rate is only 7% versus the

national average of 56%. Cats are not as fortunate at 23% locally, versus the national average of 71%.” I
would like to provide additional information with regard to both the question, the statement and why we
no longer use the moniker “the pound.”
In general, if a person is arrested with an animal in their custody, the animal is brought to the Tehama
County Animal Care Center (TCACC). At the time of arrest, the arresting officer provides a written notice to
the owner that the owner needs to arrange for the animal to be picked up, pursuant to Tehama County
Code section 7.40.040. Per this code section, the owner has until the time specified in the notice to redeem
the animal from the TCACC, who will also require payment of standard impound fees. In the event that the
owner remains incarcerated and sends someone to redeem the animal, the Center requires that whoever is
picking up the animal provide written permission from the owner that the animal can be released into
their care, or that the owner contact and notify the Center directly as to who will be picking up the animal.
If the owner cannot claim the dog, or arrange to do so in the requested time period, the animal becomes
the property of TCACC and goes through all their standard procedures to determine suitability for
adoption. However, if the animal is considered evidence in an investigation, then TCACC will hold the
animal as long as directed by the District Attorney‟s office.
To celebrate what an amazing accomplishment a euthanasia rate for dogs of 7% is, as compared to the
national average of 56%, one must understand the many daunting factors TCACC faces. In 2015, 1,581 dogs
and 480 cats entered the Center. This does not include the horses, roosters, chickens, goats, turtles, pigs,
sheep, and rabbits also admitted into the facility throughout the year. In addition, the dogs and cats
admitted were housed for an average length of stay of 14 days for dogs and 29 days for cats in an
underfundedpublic building that only contains 49 dog kennels and 26 cat kennels. A great deal of kudos
shouldbe bestowed upon the staff, volunteers and organizations who worked together to accomplish such
outstanding statistics with very limited resources.
Unfortunately, a good portion of our community still believes that after the mandatory hold period at
TCACC, pets will be euthanized. This could not be further from the truth. The Center does not have “time
limits” for adoptable animals. Before a decision is made to euthanize an animal, a number of factors are
studied such as life threatening illnesses, extreme medical problems and unprovoked aggression. Before
any decisions are made, those involved painstakingly think about the animal‟s ultimate well-being and
quality of life, as well as public safety. What does occur after the mandatory 5-day hold period if the pet is
not claimed, is that after the animal passes the health and temperament evaluation, it is moved from the
hold area and becomes available for adoption. The animals are also networked concurrently to various
rescue organizations to increase their chances for adoption.
Since the 1990s, shelters have been redefining their missions, which has also led to the change of verbiage
from “the pound” to Animal Care Center or Animal Shelter. Some “pounds” do continue to exist,
supporting outmoded practices of housing animals in cramped, filthy kennels without comfort or attention.
These same places typically inhumanely euthanize as soon as law allows and in massive numbers, without
attempting to provide the animals a second chance. Care centers and shelters are no longer serving as
“until-death” repositories. They are committed to saving lives and labor endlessly to either reunite or
rehome pets. Consistently, they take the lead in coming up with creative solutions that benefits animals.
They work to try to control pet over-population. They promote pet adoption and actively pursue avenues
that will aid and improve animals‟ health and behavior. TCACC‟s mission is to practice and promote
responsible, compassionate care of all animals. They lived up to their mission this past year by defying the
national averages. They deserve to be called an Animal Care
Center and not “the pound.”

PETS: Prevention is key to lost animals
POSTED: 02/20/16

Last week the discussion centered on pet theft and precautions one might take to help prevent it, but what
can a person do if their companion does go missing?
I cannot state this enough, “An ounce of prevention can go a long way in helping to bring your pet home.”
Dogs and cats should be micro-chipped and wear identification collars with the pet‟s name and a contact
phone number that includes the area code. The phone number should have a working answering machine
or voice mail associated with it. The easier it is for someone who finds a lost animal to make contact, the
better the chance of having a pet returned quickly and safely. Also, spay or neuter your pets. Not only will
the pet have no value to unscrupulous breeders, but it will also help keep the males from escaping from the
house to go looking for a willing mate.
The key to getting your missing dog or cat back quickly is to start getting the word out immediately. Do not
assume your pet is doing a bit of wandering and will return on his own. As soon as you are aware that the
pet is missing, start searching your home and property thoroughly. Ask immediate neighbors to check in
sheds, garages, under porches, etc. Think about the places a pet would likely go to find company, comfort
and/or food, then search those possibilities.
If you believe your pet was stolen, notify the authorities immediately. In the city limits of Red Bluff, call the
Red Bluff Police Department, 527-3131. In the city limits of Corning, call the Corning Police Department,
824-7000. Anywhere in Tehama County, other than the above two cities, call the Tehama County Sheriff‟s
Office, 529-7900 ext. 1.
Create a “Lost Pet” flyer. Include a clear pet photo, the pet‟s name, breed, sex, color, age, weight, any
distinguishing features, and at what location and town when he or she was last seen. Be sure to include a
contact phone number with area code and an email address. Create enough copies of the flyer to post in
parks, pet stores, convenience stores, gas stations, restaurants and around schools, anywhere large groups
of people frequent. If there is online access, send emails to friends, colleagues and family members, and
ask them to pass on all the information documented.
Dogs and cats can wander further away than you might think. Do not try to predict where your pet could or
could not have gone. It is not unusual for people who pick up a stray to drive it to a shelter closer to their
own home, rather than one that might be closer to you. So, be sure to visit every shelter in all the
surrounding areas. Bring flyers to post and go to each shelter often to check their most recent intakes.
The following shelters in and around Tehama County are the Tehama County Animal Care Center, 5273439, 1830 Walnut St., Red Bluff; the Corning Animal Shelter and Second Chance Pet Rescue, 824-7054,
4312 Rawson Road, Corning; Anderson Police Department Animal Services, 378-6624, 2951 McMurry
Drive, Anderson; Haven Humane Society, 241-1653, 7449 Eastside Road, Anderson; and the Orland Town
& Country Humane Society, 517-7154, 4111 Old Highway 99W, Orland.
In addition, contact all local veterinary offices, including emergency veterinary hospitals, in and outside
your area, and inquire whether an injured animal matching the pet‟s description came in.
Use the Internet. It is a powerful tool. The more people who know you have lost a pet, and that you are
trying desperately to find your companion, the more likely they will contact you if they see an animal
matching its description. The PETS Lost & Found Program tries to help reunite lost /found animals in
Tehama County with their owners through our own, and various other, social media sites. We also post
pictures of strays that have come into the Tehama County Animal Care Center on our Facebook page
(https://www.facebook.com/PETSTehama). If you have a lost an animal, please email us at
petstehama@gmail.com and we will post the information to try to assist you in getting your furry family
member home.
As difficult and heartbreaking as searching for a lost pet can be, the most important thing to remember is
do not lose hope or give up. Many pets, months, or even years, after they were lost, have been reunited with
their owners.

PETS: On being kind and encouraging
compassion
POSTED: 02/06/16,

A comic strip called Mutts delves into the special bond between animals and guardians, while advocating
for various animal issues. Last year, the Mutts team created a Manifesto, to encourage compassion with
animals, humans, and the planet. The first point on it is “To Be Kind.”
I wondered, isn‟t being kind what all humans should be? Unfortunately, acts of kindness are not the typical
headlines dominating the news. A kind person often appears as the exception, rather than the rule. In
today‟s society, it is a sad commentary. So, how do we change the status quo? We start by setting an
example and treating not only our own pets, but all animals with the respect and compassion they deserve.
Humans do have a moral obligation to animals because, if for no other reason, we and they are not as
disparate as we believe. According to the July 3, 2014 New York Times article “Zoo Animals and Their
Discontents,” by Alex Halberstadt, “A profusion of recent studies has shown animals to be far closer to us
than we previously believed — it turns out that common shore crabs feel and remember pain, zebra finches
experience REM sleep, fruit-fly brothers cooperate, dolphins and elephants recognize themselves in
mirrors, chimpanzees assist one another without expecting favors in return and dogs really do feel elation
in their owners‟ presence.” If we pay attention to the scientific data that indicates animals have emotion
and are self-aware, then it is a valid argument that we should also reconsider our treatment of them.
Science is not our only source to aid us in reaching the conclusion that animals should be treated with
respect. All of the world‟s major religions recognize the value of animal life and the need to avoid animal
suffering. Judaism embraces the Hebrew concept of tsa‟ar ba‟alei hayim — a principle which bans inflicting
unnecessary pain on animals. Evidence of caring attitudes towards animals can be found in the Bible, an
example being: „A righteous man regardeth the life of the beast‟ (Proverbs 12.10). With Hinduism and
Buddhism, nature is held sacred and humans are not any more significant than any other living thing. The
prophet Mohammed said, “It behooves you to treat the animals gently”. Native American traditions and
beliefs vary extensively, but the common premise is all of Nature is sacred.
According to the National PTA Congress, “Children trained to extend justice, kindness, and mercy to
animals become more just, kind, and considerate in their relations to each other.“ What that tells us is,
when children learn to treat animals kindly, even the least adored, they are also learning how to treat
fellow members of society. Learning about compassion in the formative years aids in helping reduce
instances of violence to all living beings.
It is believed that Mahatma Ghandi said, “The greatness of a nation and its moral progress can be judged
by the way its animals are treated.” If this is true, then the ethical standards of the community are
weakened by the acceptance of inhumane treatment of animals. If we can discount and ignore the wellbeing of animals, then it becomes much easier for us to ignore the welfare of other humans. Our capacity
to understand another person‟s condition from their perspective becomes diminished. We find that we are
no longer empathetic and our ability to look beyond our own self-absorbed interests to help others is
decreased. Teaching kindness and respect for animals is a good first step in teaching empathy.
On another note, research documents the importance of the human-animal bond in child development,
elderly care, mental and physical illness, dementia, abuse, and trauma recovery, and the rehabilitation of
the incarcerated. By cultivating our compassion for all living creatures, we can consequently improve our
own physical and mental health.
In the 1975 book, “Animal Liberation: A New Ethics for Our Treatment of Animals,” author Peter Singer
states “The animals themselves are incapable of demanding their own liberation, or of protesting against
their condition …Human beings have the power to continue to oppress other species forever … Will our
tyranny continue… Or will we rise to the challenge and prove our capacity for genuine altruism by ending

our ruthless exploitation of the species in our power ?… The way in which we answer this question depends
on the way in which each one of us, individually, answers.”
We can answer with compassion, respect, and kindness to animals.

PETS: Celebrating the birthday of the
Seeing Eye Guide Dog
POSTED: 01/30/16,

Yesterday, January 29, was the official birthday of the Seeing Eye Guide Dog. Eighty-seven years ago, the
first seeing-eye dog school in the United States was founded in Nashville, Tennessee. Known as The Seeing
Eye, Inc. (http://www.seeingeye.org/), it is the oldest existing guide dog school in the world and, even
today, maintains its position as a pioneer in the field of guide dog services.
Its history began a few years earlier, when a woman named Dorothy Harrison Eustis moved to Switzerland,
from the United States, to set up a facility to breed German shepherds and train them to work as police
dogs. During this time, several schools in Germany began to use dogs to assist the World War I veterans
blinded by mustard gas. Dorothy, after visiting one of them, wrote an article for the Saturday Evening Post
chronicling her observations. Shortly after the article‟s publication, she was inundated with letters from
people who were blind, requesting her assistance. Among them one stood out. It was from a young man
named Morris Frank, who promised to spread awareness about these special dogs.
Morris went to Switzerland and, on June 11, 1928, returned to New York City with his guide dog, Buddy.
There, before masses of news reporters, he demonstrated the dog‟s abilities on a number of busy streets.
His one-word telegram to Mrs. Eustis summed up the experience: “Success.” Thus, The Seeing Eye was
born. Their mission is to enhance the independence, dignity, and self-confidence of people who are blind,
through the use of specially trained dogs.
In 1930, Muriel Crooke and Rosamund Bond, of Great Britain, contacted Dorothy Eustis, who dispatched a
trainer to their location. In 1931, the first four British guide dogs — Judy, Flash, Folly, and Meta —
completed their training and, three years later, The Guide Dogs for the Blind Association was founded in
the United Kingdom. Since then, guide dog schools have opened all round the world.
When the guide dog movement began, the founders realized that providing a blind individual with a guide
dog would allow them to actively participate in the normal undertakings of daily life. However, the other
issue was to ensure that blind individuals who used guide dogs would be accepted in business
establishments, allowed on public transportation and in their areas of employment. As a result, over the
years many laws and a great deal of legislation has been enacted to protect the rights of access for guide
dog users.
In 2013, 7,327, 800 people in the United States were reported to have a visual disability. Under Titles II
and III of the 1990 Code of Federal Regulations for the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), Seeing Eye
Guide dogs are defined as service dogs for disabled persons and therefore protected. This legislation allows
these service animals to accompany their people into any public facility that allows the person. Even if the
facility has a “no pets” policy, it may not deny entry to a person and their guide dog. Further information
regarding laws and regulations as they pertain to service animals can be located at
(http://www.ada.gov/service_animals_2010.htm).
The National Association of Guide Dog Users (NAGDU) (813-626-2789), a division of the National
Federation of the Blind, is an excellent organization which provides resources for blind people who
currently use guide dogs, those considering getting a guide dog, or those who want to learn more about
utilizing guide dogs. In addition, a listing of accredited guide dog providers can be found on their site at
(http://www.nagdu.org/programs.html#usa ).

In California, Guide Dogs of America (1-800-459-4843) (http://www.guidedogsofamerica.org/1/) provides
guide dogs and instruction in their use, free of charge, to the blind and visually impaired in the United
States and Canada. Also, located in San Rafael, is the organization Guide Dogs for the Blind (1- 800-2954050) (http://welcome.guidedogs.com/) whose services are also free of charge.
For someone facing the challenge of vision impairment, with the resultant possible loss of independence
and mobility, the future can be dim, both literally and figuratively. A guide dog can be a wonderful solution
in brightening and enhancing that life. Isn‟t that a good reason to celebrate the Seeing Eye Guide Dog‟s
Birthday?

PETS: Basic rules for keeping your dog safe
By Ronnie Casey
POSTED: 01/23/16,

When teaching children about how to be safe around dogs, the best advice is to keep it as simple as
possible. The following are some rules that are easy to use and are appropriate for all ages.
CHECK THAT IT’S SWEET, BEFORE YOU MEET

This is sound advice for either a child or adult. Always ask permission from the dog‟s guardian before
approaching any dog. The guardian can let you know whether the animal is friendly and enjoys being
petted, or prefers not to be touched. When approaching the animal use caution, because you never know if,
that day, the dog is not in the mood for a meet and greet.
TO UNDERSTAND, THEY SNIFF YOUR HAND

Dogs truly rule when it comes to their sense of smell. According to the Alabama Cooperative Extension
System (ACES), a dog‟s sense of smell is approximately 1,000 times more sensitive than that of humans,
and they use it to get to know those around them. When initially meeting a dog, let him sniff the back of
your hand. This will keep your fingers out of the way and will not appear threatening to the dog.
CHIN OR CHEST, THAT’S THE BEST

Once the guardian has given permission, and the dog seems agreeable to being touched, gently stroke
under his chin, on his chest or along its side for a few seconds. Pause and see what occurs. If the animal
moves closer, nudges your hand, or interacts in a social way, he is letting you know that being touched is
okay. If he stiffens, moves away, or does not show any favorable body language, stop stroking. Dogs, like
us, do not like to be patted on the top of their heads. Not only is it uncomfortable, but even a small hand
approaching from above can feel threatening to a dog.
TO MEET A PUP, ASK A GROWN-UP

Always ask the adult guardian before picking up and nuzzling any puppy. The puppy‟s mother may be
quite protective and might snap if a stranger approaches her puppies. Even if the mother is not present,
puppies can also bite and scratch like their more mature counterparts.
IF A DOG HAS A SNACK, KEEP WELL BACK

Approaching a dog while he is eating or chewing a bone might cause him to think you want to take his food
or treasure away. This may cause the dog to protect what it has by initially growling, then possibly
snapping and biting.
KEEP YOUR FACE OUT OF THEIR SPACE

It is common sense to keep any face, whether child or adult, away from a dog‟s mouth. Even if the animal
does not want to bite, he could nip accidently.

IF YOU RUN AND SHOUT, IT FREAKS US OUT

Dogs react to the way we behave. Screaming, shouting, or swinging arms wildly and running around are
more likely to cause any dog to chase or attack. Even more affected by rowdy children are shy or nervous
dogs. Being calm around such dogs can help them feel more secure.
A DOG IS NOT A TOY, DO NOT TEASE AND ANNOY

Never tease, hurt, or annoy a dog by its taking toys or by pretending to hit or kick him. In addition, teach
children not to yank on a dog‟s tail, pull its fur, poke its eyes, or try to climb on its back and ride it. Dogs
cannot say in words that they want you to stop horrid behavior, but they can definitely growl and bite.
QUIET AND SLOW IS THE WAY TO GO

It is important that children be taught not to stare when confronted by an aggressive type dog and to move
quietly and slowly away. Direct eye contact is interpreted by dogs as aggression. It is also imperative to tell
them to “be a tree” and stand quietly, keeping their head down, with their hands low and clasped in front of
them if a dog goes after them. If they are knocked down, teach them to immediately cover their head and
neck with their arms, and curl into a ball and “be like a rock.”
We know that children are the most common victims of dog bites. Teaching children a few simple rules on
how to be gentle, how to respect a dog‟s space, and on what to do with unfamiliar dogs can go a long way in
keeping children safer.
Ronnie Casey is vice president of PETS — Providing Essentials for Tehama Shelter. She can be reached at
rmcredbluff@gmail.com. For more information about PETS, visit petstehama.org.

PETS: How to tell if you have a happy cat
By Ronnie Casey
POSTED: 01/16/16

Can we tell if a cat is happy? Any cat guardian would say, “Absolutely!” For those not as well versed in
feline behavior, it is not be as difficult as you may think.
While being chatty may not always be indicative of being jovial, kittens will typically be the most vocal in
letting you know if they are happy or not. Just listening will often give a good indication. If you are petting
your cat and he is purring, chances are he is quite comfortable with the situation and is pleased. Quiet cats
may express happiness with silence, and if they are displeased, you may find them becoming more vocal.
Generally, the shorter, higher-pitched sounds are more “happy” while longer, lower pitched sounds can be
indicative of hunger, pain, or even anger.
A joyful cat‟s tail will stand straight up with just the tip crooked, signaling a pleasant greeting to anyone he
deems a friend. When a dog wags his tail, he is letting you know he is happy. When a cat wags his tail, he is
not! Tail lashing, those large back and forth swishing movements, indicate the cat is distressed and is
warning you to back off or suffer the consequences!
A relaxed cat will rest with its front paws tucked under, its ears and whiskers slightly forward, and its eyes
in a half-closed “sleepy” position. Tense cats will hold whiskers closer to the face and flatten the ears.
Consider it threatening when a cat stares. Slow blinks, however, are considered a sign of affection. If you
find your cat laying on his back with all his legs in the air, you are looking at one very relaxed kitty.
A very kitten-like behavior is kneading. When a cat feels happy, he will often start pressing his paws as if he
was kneading dough. A nursing kitten instinctually kneads to help stimulate its mother‟s milk flow.
Though kneading a soft surface, like a blanket or your abdomen, does not yield milk, adult cats will
associate the motion with the comfort of nursing. So, if your cat is kneading your lap while you are petting
him, he is letting you know you he is quite content.

Has your cat ever climbed up onto you and butted his head against your chin or forehead? If he has, then
he is showing you some affection. Cats have scent glands on their face and it is a very common social
behavior among feline friends. The pheromones (the chemicals secreted by the glands) located along the
cheek and on the cat‟s head are associated with affection and friendliness. Cats will rub their faces on
people or objects when they feel comfortable.
Felines who feel fine about themselves stay well groomed. In addition, multiple cats that are happy with
each other will groom one another. Remember that healthy cats are happy cats, so be sure to schedule
regular veterinarian visits. It is not a bad idea to get your cat accustomed to the carrier before that trip to
the vet. You will both be much happier as a result.
Kittens play nonstop. As cats mature, play activity will diminish. Nevertheless, any amount of play
indicates feline happiness. Cats play with other animals that they like and trust. If your cat isolates itself
and hides from the world, something is definitely wrong. One of the easiest ways to make a cat happy is
with a new toy. Cats are natural hunters and love chasing, pouncing, and stalking prey. Cheerful cats will
show interest in their environment. Walking cats on a leash with a harness, or allowing them access to a
secure outdoor enclosure allows them to experience, safely, the world outside their window.
Happy cats also have strong appetites. Any decrease in appetite indicates something amiss. Working for
food can also make a cat happy because it, too, channels those natural hunting instincts. One option is to
hide food in different places so your cat has to “hunt” for it.
Contrary to some opinions, cats are social animals and a playmate can assist in adding extra joy to their
life. Believe it or not, often two cats are easier to care for than one. Therefore, consider adopting another
feline from the Tehama County Animal Care Center. Many wonderful cats are sitting in the shelter, just
waiting for someone to give them a loving home with a new human best friend.

Start your new year on the right foot by
walking your dog
By Ronnie Casey
POSTED: 01/09/16

If you were like me, you did too much sitting, too much eating and not enough moving around this past
holiday season. But, it just so happens that January is National Walk Your Dog Month. What a perfect time
for both you and Fido to get off the sofa and get some overdue exercise, the benefits of which for the both of
you are wonderful. Not only will you have a reason to get out and enjoy some fresh air and maybe lose
some of those extra holiday pounds, but you will also have a faithful companion to do it with. What a
perfect way to reinforce the bond between the two of you.
Healthy dogs are energetic and, unless they have constructive outlets for that pent-up energy, bad
behaviors can ensue. If the animal is bored and has nothing else to do, be prepared for the possibility of
destructive chewing, barking for no reason, or him being uncontrollable and uncooperative. Taking Fido
for a walk helps to give him something positive to do instead. Just as we need physical and mental
stimulation to function well, so do our dogs. Exploring the world with him by your side helps to provide it.
In addition, you will have a multitude of opportunities to teach him new things. He could learn to “sit”
before crossing a road, to “lie down” quietly while you rest, and to “drop it” when he gets into something he
shouldn‟t. The more you share time with your dog, the stronger your relationship becomes.
Socialization is equally important, especially in the early stages, for a well-behaved, confident animal.
Walking provides exposure to a wide variety of situations, such as loud noises, other animals, unfamiliar
people, and noxious smells. Dogs without varied exposure can become fearful or, worse, territorially
aggressive. When puppies learn how to interact and communicate with people, other canines, and other
species they will become less likely to show aggressive behavior when they reach adulthood.

While walking is the perfect opportunity to do some training, there is no reason it cannot be fun and
pleasurable for you both. Before heading out be sure to prepare adequately for your jaunt. Always carry
disposable bags for picking up your dog‟s feces. Leaving dog waste is not only a health hazard, but also
extremely inconsiderate to others who may be enjoying a relaxing stroll. If you would not like to step in a
pile of dog dung, why would you then consider that anyone else would like it? Be sure to carry water for
yourself and your dog to hydrate, especially in warm weather. There are easy to carry, collapsible water
bowls available, or you can always have the animal lap the water from your cupped hands. You will also
need to have some of the dog‟s favorite bite-sized treats, easily eaten, for rewards as you train good
behavior.
According to Tehama County Animal regulations, anytime you and your dog leave your property, the dog
must be restrained by a leash and under your physical control. It is important to be aware that, if the dog is
loose and does any damage, you as the owner can be held liable for any costs incurred. There are many
types of leashes available to meet the need, so pick one that is comfortable to hold. However, I would
recommend that you avoid using a retractable lead, especially if the dog has not been properly trained to
walk on a regular leash.
It is also important to remember that, until your dog learns to walk politely on loose leash, all walks the
both of you take are training walks, because good leash skills are mandatory for both you and your dog‟s
safety. Even a small dog can cause injury to you and himself if he pulls too hard, wanders back and forth in
front of you, or jerks you around. When properly trained, your dog should walk steadily beside you with the
leash slack (loose leash). Initially, especially with puppies, it is also advisable to keep walks frequent, short
in duration, and positive for your dog. Until he has mastered leash walking, you may have to find
additional means to exercise the dog since the training sessions might be too short to provide the necessary
exercise.
So celebrate National Walk Your Dog Month, by grabbing a leash and walking with your furry friend. Fido
will not be the only one benefiting from the exercise. You can be sure you will, too.

PETS: When the weather gets frightful
POSTED: 01/02/16

It is cold outside. Why not consider your pets while you putting on your own warm garments? Even though
they are equipped with fur coats, animals can suffer from frostbite and hypothermia just like humans.
The best way to protect pets during the winter months is simply to bring them inside. Puppies, kittens,
elderly animals, small animals, and any who might be vulnerable to the elements are definitely safer
indoors. If keeping your dog and/or cat inside is not an option, then consider providing a protected,
insulated enclosure that will keep them safe from severe conditions. Having it raised several inches off the
ground and placed in a sunny area during the colder weather will also assist in keeping the animal warmer.
Providing a flap over the entrance will aid in keeping out cold breezes. In addition, bedding should be a
thick padding of straw, since blankets, rugs, etc. have a tendency to get wet and freeze. If interested, the
following site offers instructions on how to build a simple shelter for cats, utilizing easily obtainable
materials: https://www.cleanitsupply.com/t/roughneck-homes.aspx?medium=erm .
Keep your pet groomed and brushed regularly. It will aid in keeping him warmer. Knotted or matted hair
does not insulate properly and puts the animal at risk. In addition, never shave your dog in winter. A
longer coat will provide extra warmth needed. Shorthaired animals will also benefit from a warm garment
when going outside. Wash your pets as little as possible during these cold spells. Bathing a pet too often
can increase the chance of them developing dry, flaky skin. When you do bathe them, use a moisturizing
shampoo or rinse.
Since puppies do not tolerate the cold as well as adult dogs, housebreaking may be difficult during these
months. It might be advisable to paper-train the pups inside until the weather warms. If the dog is elderly

or ill, again it is advisable that they only go outdoors for short bathroom breaks. If it is too cold for you,
then it is definitely too cold for them.
In cold weather, cats often take refuge under car hoods to be near warm engines. Therefore, before starting
your car, bang loudly on the hood or honk the horn, to give any cat a chance to escape and avoid serious or
fatal injury.
Most people know pets left alone in a car during the heat of summer can die. The same holds true during
the cold of winter. Cars can get as cold as any refrigerator‟s freezer, and pets can easily perish.
Dogs can lose their scent ability in the cold and snow. Therefore, it is advisable never to let your dog off
leash, especially during snowstorms. More dogs are lost during the winter than during any other season, so
make sure they always wear ID tags and are micro-chipped.
Always be sure to clean off your pets‟ legs, feet, and stomach when they come in out of sleet, snow, or ice.
When the pet cleans itself, if it ingests salt, antifreeze or other potentially dangerous chemicals it will
become sick. Antifreeze in any amount is a lethal poison for dogs and cats. Be sure to immediately clean up
spills from your vehicle and buy antifreeze made with propylene glycol, which is less toxic than ethylene
glycol.In cold weather, animals burn more calories to keep warm. If your dog spends a lot of time outside,
he may need to have his food supply increased, especially protein portions. However, if your dog is indoors
most of the time with decreased activity, then fewer calories are required. When in doubt, be sure to ask
your vet about any dietary changes. Fresh water is always crucial. Be sure it is readily available and check
often that it does not freeze. Remember, pets cannot get enough water from licking ice or eating snow. Also
use plastic bowls, when the temperature drops, because your pet‟s tongue can stick and freeze to the metal
dishes.
If your pet suffers from cold exposure and exhibits such symptoms as violent shivering, listlessness, muscle
stiffness, difficulty breathing, and lack of appetite, wrap him in a blanket and go to your veterinarian as
soon as possible. Do not immerse him in warm water and, please, avoid heating pads, which can cause
burns. Cold weather can be difficult on pets, just as it may be for us. A few preventative measures taken can
assist in making the winter months more pleasant for our furry companions.

PETS: Make a difference for animals in
2016
POSTED: 12/26/15

Another year ends in a few short days. For many of us, as the New Year begins, it signifies the hope of a
better tomorrow and provides us with a fresh opportunity to change and, perhaps, make a difference. If
animals could vocalize, I truly believe they would say that they also hope their tomorrows are better.
Regrettably, they do not have the ability to improve their lives without our assistance or our voice.
In 2002, Jane Goodall and Marc Bekoff published a book called “The Ten Trusts: What We Must Do to
Care for the Animals We Love”. In it, they listed what we can do to help preserve and care for the animals
in this world.
The simple directives are, “Rejoice that we are part of the animal kingdom. Respect all life. Open our minds
to animals and learn from them. Teach our children to respect and love nature. Be wise stewards of life on
earth. Value and help preserve the sounds of nature. Refrain from harming life in order to learn from it.
Have the courage of our convictions. Praise and help those who work for animals and the natural world.
Act knowing we are not alone and live with hope.” Even if you never make a New Year‟s resolution, it
cannot hurt any of us to try to make the world a better place for us, and the animals with which we share it.
Whether we like to admit it or not, as humans we do not stand apart from the animal kingdom. There are
many similarities humans and animals share, both biologically and emotionally. When we fail to

understand the mutually beneficial relationships between us, we can lose not only our compassion, but also
the joy experienced from the associations between us.
We should respect all life. Life has value and every animal deserves to be free from intentional harm and
abuse. It has been established that cruelty to animals eventually leads to cruelty to humans. Then, could
the reverse also be true? If we show more compassion and empathy towards the animals we have contact
with, perhaps the way we treat our fellow-man will also become more compassionate and empathetic.
We can open our minds and learn. The more we know, the better equipped we will be to help the animals
and those around us. Not only do we become better pet guardians, but we also become valuable advocates
for all animals. You do not need to attend a class to become informed. Reading a book, watching a
documentary or following news-worthy animal-related topics also increases knowledge.
Let us value and try to preserve what we love in nature. As part of us caring for animals, we must also
respect the environments in which they live. Can you imagine a world without an animal in it? It is truly a
frightening prospect. You, I, and our children may never experience that scenario but, unless all of us are
diligent now, the possibility can exist for future generations. If we are to insure a more positive future, then
we must tread lightly in the existing environments. Let us all become more eco-friendly and conscious of
harmful actions in the natural world.
Have the courage to be a voice for change. Our actions can make a difference. Yes, you as an individual can
speak up for those who do not have a voice. We have already seen how public pressure has been
responsible for many changes in animal welfare. If you witness cruelty and neglect, inform the authorities.
Spread awareness about animal-related issues through social media, letters to the editor or your own blog.
If a specific area of focus interests you, like feral cats, find a local organization who supports it and get
involved.
It is easy to feel any singular effort is futile. To believe that one person in a world of billions can do
anything to change the status quo may seem ridiculous. Yet, each individual holds a vital key to the future
welfare of animals. Every positive action taken, no matter how small, or seemingly insignificant, does join
with another and then another, until constructive change occurs. All I ask this New Year is that you join us
in trying to make the world a better place for us, and the animals with which we share it. We will all
benefit.
Ronnie Casey is vice president of PETS — Providing Essentials for Tehama Shelter. She can be reached at
rmcredbluff@gmail.com. For more information about PETS, visit petstehama.org.

Seasonal pet fun for the holidays
By Ronnie Casey
POSTED: 12/19/15,

For me, there are hundreds of reasons that I think this is the best time of year. I could say it is the ”good
will to man” vibration in the air and, to be fair, that is a major part of it. But I truly enjoy all the gorgeous,
and sometimes cheesy, light displays, the holiday movies and songs, the abundance of Santas, elves and
Christmas trees, plus all the other sights, sounds and aromas that seem to permeate the world during this
season. My husband good-naturedly tolerates the copious decorations, the endless repeating movies, and
even he looks forward to all the yummy goodies that appear consistently. However, I wonder if my dogs
and cats enjoy this time as much as I do, and have visions of sugarplums dancing in their heads while they
nap. Are they even paying any attention to the brightly colored lights, the shiny, dangling ornaments, and
the tree inside that just popped up? The answer would have to be a resounding “Yes!”
I know, for a fact, one cat in our household is humming a few bars of “O Christmas Tree! O Christmas
Tree! Much pleasure doth thou bring me…” To him, it is the ultimate cat playhouse. Pets often view a
“real” Christmas tree as the perfect toy. Dogs like to grab bottom branches and chew on them. However if
pine needles are eaten, they can cause severe gastrointestinal problems. Kitties love to climb. When they

are playing Tarzan, king of the jungle, or your dog thinks a tree branch is the ultimate stick, be sure the tree
is solid and stable. Weigh down the stand so the tree will not tip over and cause a vet visit. Christmas tree
water, to pets, is like soda to kids. They want to drink it. However, it can become stagnant and a breeding
ground for bacteria. If your pet does decide to test the waters, it can result in vomiting or diarrhea. A tightfitting tree skirt and refraining from putting chemicals in the water can help avoid any potential tummy
problems. Even though your tree may stay fresher longer, additives could prove deadly and make for a very
unhappy holiday season.
There are boxes everywhere. Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Who among us doesn‟t love presents? The
furry ones appreciate them a great deal too. While their new ball or catnip dangle may entice, you can be
sure the ribbons and wrapping paper are equally exciting. If you do not want your pet to make a meal of the
bows or tear open everything before Santa arrives, think about keeping the gifts in a secure pet-free area.
Ribbon, if swallowed, can cause intestinal obstruction requiring surgery. Quickly dispose of all wrappings
that can be easily swallowed by curious cats and determined dogs. The cardboard boxes, however, can be
the ultimate gift of joy to the kitties.
It‟s a holly, jolly Christmas and our furry friends also think so. Lilies, holly leaves and berries, poinsettias,
amaryllis and mistletoe may beckon to be chomped on, but they can be extremely hazardous to both cats
and dogs. With so many Christmas plants that can cause harm to your pets, the best practice, instead, is to
use artificial plants made from silk or plastic
Those bright lights, and electric window displays are just begging your feline or canine companion to come
play with them. Keep wires and batteries out of paws‟ and jaws‟ reach. An electric wire can provide a
potentially lethal electrical shock, and a punctured battery can cause burns to both the mouth and
esophagus. Make sure that all electrical connections and outlets are secured and concealed. Do not have
any of the wires hanging lower than the branches when hanging lights on the tree. To insure that your pets
will not chew on electrical cords, tape them to the walls or floors.
While we may enjoy seeing the blazing yule before us, I am pretty sure you don‟t want Fido, Fluffy, or your
house to flame. Never leave lighted candles and unattended pets in the same room. Homes with fireplaces
should use screens and candles should be placed out of harm‟s way.
Accidents can happen, no matter what we may do, so be sure to keep your local veterinarian‟s telephone
number handy. Additional useful numbers to have are the ASPCA Poison Control Center (888-426-4435)
and the Pet Poison Helpline (800-213-6680).
Wishing you and all the members of your family a very Merry Christmas, Happy Hanukkah, Joyous
Kwanzaa, or Happy Holiday.

PETS: Companionship in a lonely world
By Ronnie Casey
POSTED: 12/12/15,

This year, fear and uncertainty seem to be as extensive as the cold that surrounds us. In addition, even
though we are more connected than ever via electronics, data shows face-to-face interaction has
diminished. We appear to be looking more at our phones than at each other. As a result, feelings of
loneliness can permeate our day-to-day existence. Advertising compounds that feeling by its relentless
message that the holidays are only enjoyable through loving family bonds. For many, however, the holidays
can intensify not only the feelings of loneliness, but also of anxiety and depression.
Psychologist Robert Weiss defines loneliness as being more than physically alone. “Loneliness is a
distressing mental state where an individual feels estranged from, or rejected by, peers, and is starved for
the emotional intimacy found in relationships and mutual activity.” Multiple studies have shown that
chronic loneliness can adversely affect physical health.

What you may not be aware of are the numerous physical and mental benefits of having a pet. The
American Heart Association has determined that having a pet, especially a dog, can reduce the risk of heart
disease. Other studies have also shown that pet guardians are less likely to suffer from high blood pressure,
high cholesterol, and stress. In addition, pet owners generally suffer fewer instances of depression and
have a tendency to exercise more than people who do not have pets. As a result, statistically, pet guardians
over the age of 65 make 30 percent fewer visits to their doctors than those without pets.
Pets are, and have been, a part of my existence since birth. They have been my closest friends, constant
companions and have provided stability in an unstable world. I can honestly say that my life, and as a
result my health, would not be the same if they were not, or had not, been in it. Ask any pet owner and I am
sure they will expound on the numerous joys that come with having a pet. They will enthrall you with
stories of their pets‟ antics that brought belly laughs and smiles to their faces and others. They will also
extoll the many ways their pet has provided companionship during the darkest of times, or unconditional
affection when they, themselves, felt unlovable.
Dopamine, serotonin, oxytocin, and endorphins are responsible for our happiness. Dopamine motivates us
towards goals and gives a surge of pleasure when we achieve them. Serotonin arises when we feel
significant. When serotonin is absent, loneliness and depression appear. Playing with, or petting, a pet can
elevate levels of serotonin and dopamine which help to calm and relax us. Often called the “cuddle
hormone”, oxytocin promotes intimacy and helps us build healthy relationships. Scientists have found that
dogs and their owners experience surges in oxytocin when they look into each other‟s eyes. Endorphins are
released in response to pain and stress and help alleviate anxiety and depression. Laughter is one of the
easiest ways to induce endorphin release, and pets can play an instrumental role in making us giggle. The
pleasure of playing with, or snuggling up close to, a furry companion can truly supply a sense of
contentment and happiness.
When I toss a toy for one of the dogs and watch him bound with glee, I again feel the joy of childhood. How
often as adults do we yearn to experience that feeling? Engaging with a pet has the ability to take our minds
off the plaguing issues bothering us, even if it is only for the briefest of moments. Because, when you are
fully in the moment, you are not concerned about the mistakes of the past or fretting over possible future
disasters. It is just you and your pet. As humans, we have an overwhelming need to touch. Touching an
animal can soothe us when we are feeling stressed or anxious. I cannot help but notice how less tense I
become when I slowly stroke my cats‟ fur and listen to their purrs. Our pets can also be the perfect ones to
go to when we want to talk about our day, our life, or our hopes and dreams. They “listen” but do not judge,
and the extra blessing is that we never have to worry about potential repercussions over what we have said.
Having a pet can give us purpose, enrich our lives, and help alleviate those feelings of depression, anxiety,
and loneliness. Perhaps now is as good a time as any other to consider adopting a pet. It will not only
benefit the animal, but you, too.
Ronnie Casey is vice president of PETS — Providing Essentials for Tehama Shelter. She can be reached at
rmcredbluff@gmail.com. For more information about PETS, visit petstehama.org.

PETS: Consider volunteering to help make a
difference
POSTED: 12/05/15,

Volunteering is a not only a rewarding experience, but it is an activity where you can make a difference in a
life. Just ask any of our PETS volunteers. By joining us, you can contribute in making Tehama County a bit
better and more humane for living creatures. By working side-by-side with people who share similar
interests, you can discover skills and friends you never knew you had, and you might surprise yourself at
what you are capable of achieving. By volunteering with us you can experience the gratification that

helping brings, and no matter in what capacity you choose to volunteer, your efforts help us help cold noses
find, and stay in, warm homes. We truly could not do the things we do without our dedicated volunteers.
There are numerous ways in which to get involved, and no effort is too minor. PETS will be happy to assist
you in finding the best fit for your interests and talents. Our requirements are simple. If you like animals,
have a desire to help, and a willingness to have fun and take part in activities to realize PETS‟ goals, then
we might be the organization for you. For families with children who are not old enough to volunteer at the
Tehama County Animal Care Center, there are numerous ways they can enjoy making a difference and we
welcome everyone‟s enthusiasm. If you are interested in joining our “pack” and are curious as to what is
available, read on.
Chances are you have a skill, talent, or interest that can be extremely useful! If you are social butterfly or
someone who prefers solitude, are a techie or do not use computers, are way past the age of consent or not
quite there yet, amateur or professional, your abilities are valuable.
Making copies or phone calls, stapling packets together, or filling giveaway bags, may not be fun for some,
but all of it is necessary for the smooth running of PETS If you enjoy looking-up info, then we can use your
investigative ability to deliver up to date information to the public about pet care and help us provide
exciting, informative web and social media pages.
If you enjoy telling a story or like to write, then consider putting pen in hand, or fingers to keyboard, to
contribute articles for our newsletter, handouts, or social media sites. Do not like writing? Use your
pictures to speak volumes. Whether you are one who dabbles or are more are skilled, photographers,
artists, graphic illustrators, etc. can further adoptions and help us create promotional literature, power
point presentations, etc.
Would you like to be a “Goodwill Ambassador”? Then consider joining us and assist with our Humane
Education programs. We could use people of all ages to spread the word about pet care, responsible pet
ownership and pet overpopulation. Ambassadors help us present programs at local schools, youth
organizations, adult service establishments, and businesses.
Be on the ground floor and become an integral part of exciting new projects and expanding programs. All
of us at PETS know that, in order to improve the general welfare of animals in Tehama County, we must
become involved in our community. Until we can understand, address, and provide support to the issues
faced by the many residents of our beloved county, then animals will continue to bear the burden of those
problems. We can only do this with an expanding team of volunteers. We are looking for people to help us
work in conjunction with other community organizations that help the elderly, disabled, or displaced.
Some guardians, due to health urgencies, require foster assistance for their pet on a short-term basis.
Would you be interested in helping us develop a plan to meet this need?
For other endeavors like low-cost spay/neuter and feral cat programs, PETS is searching for volunteers to
help plan and implement these worthwhile undertakings. In addition, other people are essential for grant
writing and fundraising, to help garner the funds necessary to insure the continued success of these
enterprises. These are just a few examples. There are countless other opportunities to help. If you have
read to this point, you are being beckoned to take one small step to get involved. By taking that step, we
can assure you the rewards will be outstanding and you will know that you have made a difference. For
information regarding volunteering, please contact us at petstehama@gmail.com or 530-527-8702. We will
look forward to hearing from you.

PETS: Home for the holidays
By Ronnie Casey
POSTED: 11/28/15,

To have a “Home for the Holidays” is a wish many would like to come true. The merriest time of the year
for a lot of us can be a heartbreaking occasion for many. Our organization, PETS, also realizes that, while

there are pets who have homes and will receive an abundance of gifts and treats during the holiday season,
their homeless equivalents will not receive those luxuries. It is our hope that each Tehama County shelter
pet will get a “Home for the Holidays”. In order for us to gather the funds necessary to empty the shelter
this holiday season, we will host our largest fundraising event of the year, “Strikes for Strays” on December
4th, next Friday. No matter how much we wish that it wasn‟t necessary, contributions are essential to us in
achieving this and the many other goals we have for both animals and their families. For those of you who
are not aware of how PETS utilizes donations, perhaps the following will provide some insight.
This past year we instituted at the Tehama County Animal Care Center two programs to facilitate increased
animal adoption by covering the spay/neuter amounts of the adoption fees. In addition, we believe each
program aids some very special members of our community. The “A Senior for A Senior” program is all
about seniors discovering the joys of having a pet in their lives. The program helps senior citizens who are
on a fixed income and unable to afford the adoption fees for a companion animal, but are capable of caring
for a pet. The other is the “ Law Enforcement/ Fire Protection” Adoption program. PETS feels that the men
and women who serve our county deserve our support and gratitude for the jobs that they do. Just as they
help us, PETS hopes that, by reducing the adoption fees, we can help them and the animals of the center
come together a bit more readily. In addition, monthly, throughout the year, special adoption events are
held at the center with PETS again paying the spay/neuter fees to reduce adoptive costs.
Many animals come into the center with extraordinary needs. The monies received allow us to assist
animals who have the potential to become healthy and adoptable if provided additional medical care and
resources that the limited county budget cannot meet. PETS also purchases equipment and supplies to
provide comfort and improve the quality of their lives while the animals stay at the Center.
We subsidize the transportation of animals from the center to collaborative rescue organizations
throughout California and other states, in order for the animals to have a better chance for adoption. Over
these past 10 months, 313 animals were transported under this amazing worthwhile program.
PETS truly believes that pets are a lifetime commitment and deserve a safe and loving home. They can
help make us better people and have the ability to strengthen our family unit. As an indirect result,
communities are improved and the world around us becomes a healthier, more pleasant place to live.
Therefore, we actively participate in local community events like LIFT and Community Action Agency
Tailgate giveaways when resources allow. During the past 10 months, we have provided over 4,000 pounds
of pet food to low income families, and provided vaccinations for more than 180 pets.
For the residents of our community, we offer information and education to introduce the higher ideals of
compassion toward pets and people, responsible pet guardianship, and controlling pet overpopulation. Our
core belief is that the community, as a whole, greatly improves with responsible pet ownership.
Additionally, we established a Lost/Found Program, where we post and network lost/found animals in
Tehama County through various media outlets in order to reunite the animals with their owners, thus
preventing them from entering the shelter system.
All of PETS operating costs come from donations and our fundraising efforts. We are completely run by
dedicated volunteers, thus ensuring that all monies raised can directly influence the health and well-being
of as many animals as we possibly can. 100% of donated monies go to our programs.
No matter what gets you into the holiday mood, celebrations with family and friends, festive decorations or
joining us next Friday at “Strikes for Strays,” sharing kindness ensures that the spirit of the season will stay
with us throughout it. Let us all, this holiday season, strive to make a homeless animal believe the world is
a little kinder during this most magical of times by helping us help them get a “Home for the Holidays.”

PETS: Use caution when sharing table
scraps this holiday
POSTED: 11/21/15

Thanksgiving is a wonderful occasion to enjoy the company of family and friends. It is also a time when people
simply cannot resist sharing part of their feast with their pets. As far as pets are concerned, it is “Table Scrap
Heaven” and they will certainly be begging you to share some of that big turkey dinner.
While all those goodies are quite enjoyable to us, some can be problematic for our canine or feline family
members. Let‟s face it, none of us wants to spend the holiday speeding to a veterinary emergency clinic, so I
would like to offer a few tips to help keep your pets safe and you happy during the upcoming holiday.
One of the best parts about Thanksgiving, for me, is that delectable turkey, smothered in rich creamy gravy.
Unfortunately, turkey skin can be hard to digest for some pets. In addition, fatty trimmings and gravies can
cause our pets to have diarrhea or vomiting in a best-case scenario. Worst case would be that it causes a
possible life-threatening inflammatory condition of the pancreas known as pancreatitis. If you feel the
overwhelming need to share your meal, then take the skin off and consider feeding the blander, easier to digest
white meat in bite-sized pieces. Be prudent with the gravy, too. Think about substituting some of the clear
turkey broth instead of utilizing the finished, buttery gravy. Also, whether your holiday feast consists of turkey,
goose, or roast beast from Whoville, do not give the bones as a treat. Both raw and cooked bones can splinter
when eaten and get caught in the pet‟s throat, causing him to choke. In addition, the shards can also cause
serious punctures or a blockage in your pet‟s intestine.
Have we talked stuffing yet? The scrumptious melding of fragrant and delicious ingredients is a toxic
cornucopia for dogs and cats. The mushrooms, onions, chives, garlic, scallions, sage, and pepper we typically
use in our mixtures can be quite harmful to our pets.
Every meal usually has a side dish, and Thanksgiving dinner is not an exception. Green beans are a first-rate
nosh for dogs, green bean casserole isn‟t. You are just asking for trouble with Fido if you give him those beans
along with the creamy mushroom soup and fried onions. The same advice goes for candied yams or sweet
potatoes. The plain potato is fine, but you will not want to give it to your fur-buddy with all the butter, brown
sugar, and marshmallows. While you might find cranberries as an ingredient in some commercial pet foods, be
aware that cranberry sauce, whether home-made or the store-bought kind, contains large amounts of sugar. In
addition, the homemade type may contain additives like raisons, nuts or certain spices that are harmful to pets.
Holiday meals would not be the same without a tasty array of bread, pastries, desserts and candies. You can bet
those little noses sniffing the air are thinking the same thing, too. Please do not allow your pet access to raw
yeast bread dough. When a dog or cat ingests the dough, the yeast converts the sugar to carbon dioxide gas and
alcohol. This can result in a bloated drunken pet. While it may be acceptable for the “black sheep” of the family,
for your feline or canine companion it can become a life-threatening emergency. Keep pet noses out of cake
batter and cookie dough. They usually contain raw eggs, which can carry salmonella bacteria that may cause
food poisoning. We should all know by now that chocolate can be toxic to dogs and cats, so be sure to keep it out
of sight and reach. While veterinarians often recommend feeding pumpkin to settle a pet‟s digestive system, the
pies or desserts made with it often contain nutmeg and cinnamon, which are also harmful. Even though you
have finished your meal and pushed away from the table, do not think your pet is done. These furry rascals will
be brazen enough to snatch food off the counter or table and out of the trash when you are not looking. They are

quick and quite resourceful. Be sure to keep garbage securely fastened and all food items put away. If they get
into the garbage, for them it will be like hitting the mega-million jackpot. For you, the results could possibly
break the bank or your heart.
May you have a wonderful and safe time this Thanksgiving, with your furry friends and family. Wishing you a
very Happy Thanksgiving from all of us at PETS.

PETS: Cancer a ‘looming danger’ for pets,
too
By Ronnie Casey
POSTED: 11/14/15,

Cancer is a six-letter word that can strike fear in even the strongest among us. Some of us have battled it
ourselves, or have fought it alongside family members or with dear friends. It seems that no one is impervious
to it. Whenever a person learns that they, or a beloved, have cancer, it is a devastating feeling. That feeling is no
different when a guardian learns the same diagnosis about a cherished pet.
While cancer is the leading cause of death worldwide, it may also surprise you to know that it is the number-one
disease-related killer of our dogs and cats. “Just like humans, cancer is a looming danger in the lives of our
pets,” said Dr. Carol McConnell, DVM, MBA, vice president, and chief veterinary medical officer for
Nationwide. “The prevalence of pet cancer continues to increase year over year. “
Pets of any age can develop it, but the disease is typically more common in adult and older animals. In addition,
certain breeds of dogs and cats have a higher incidence of some types of cancers. For example, the risk of
lymphoma increases in Boxers, Mastiffs, Basset Hounds, St. Bernards, Scottish Terriers, Airedales, and
Bulldogs.
Early detection is crucial. Even though a tumor or growth may not be cancerous, it is important for a guardian
to seek the advice of their veterinarian if they notice any lumps or bumps. Regular check-ups are also advisable
to detect those cancers that may not be as readily apparent. In addition to being aware of a lump or bump that
is changing in color, size, or texture, guardians should also be on the look-out for the following signs or
symptoms.
A change in the pet‟s appetite or weight may signal something is amiss. If the pet is losing weight and has not
changed its diet or the quantity consumed, it is worth a trip to the veterinarian. A belly that becomes enlarged
quickly, with a bloated appearance, may be indicative of a mass in the abdomen. Other significant issues to be
on the lookout for are: unexplained bleeding or discharge, that is not related to trauma, from any body orifice;
unexplained persistent vomiting or diarrhea; a dry, non-productive cough; difficulty breathing (Dyspnea),
shortness of breath, or rapid breathing (Tachypnea).
Oral tumors do occur in pets. A pet may have difficulty in chewing and swallowing, and you may notice that
they will prefer something softer to eat, rather than the hard kibble. You may also detect an unusually strong,
foul odor emitting from the pet. Be aware that these are also indicative of dental disease so, either way, a trip to
the veterinarian is in your pet‟s best interest.
Lymph nodes are located throughout the body and, when they are enlarged, they can indicate a common form
of cancer called lymphoma. Most of the time, lymphoma in dogs appears as “swollen glands” that can be seen or
felt under the neck, in front of the shoulders, or behind the knee. Guardians should some spend time petting
and exploring their pet‟s body on a regular basis. Not only does the pet adore the extra attention, it is also one of
the best ways to notice any bumps that can be a sign of early onset lymphoma or some other health problem.

Dogs and cats get breast cancer, too! In fact, breast cancer is the most common tumor in female dogs and the
third most common tumor in female cats. With this being known, the most important thing a guardian can do
to reduce the risk is to spay their dog or cat prior to its first heat cycle. It has been documented that cats spayed
prior to 6 months of age had a 91% reduction in risk of developing breast cancer compared to those not spayed.
The numbers are equally impressive for dogs.
In many cases, pet cancer is treatable and, due to advances in veterinary medicine, there are more options for
treating our beloved pets, which will help improve not only their length of life but also its quality. Treatment
will vary according to the type and progression of the cancer and may include surgery, radiation, or
chemotherapy.
If you are interested in learning more, a number of organizations can provide information about cancer in dogs
and cats for pet guardians. Among those are: The Veterinary Cancer Society
athttp://www.vetcancersociety.org/pet-owners/links-of-interest/, The Veterinary Cancer Center
athttp://www.oncovet.com/resource-center and The Morris Animal Foundation
athttp://www.morrisanimalfoundation.org/animal-lovers/pet-health/.

PETS: Why PETS is part of LIFT
POSTED: 11/07/15

In less than a week, on Nov. 13, PETS will have the pleasure of joining a number of other organizations at a oneday empowerment event at the Tehama District Fairground called LIFT Tehama — Live Inspired for Tomorrow.
The event is designed to bring help and hope to those in need. So, why would PETS, whose focus is on animals,
want to be part of an endeavor that is geared towards low income and homeless residents of Tehama County?
We know that our shelter, like so many others, has a constant and endless stream of animals coming in. In
2014, the Tehama County Animal Care Center took in 2,163 cats and dogs. If we wish to decrease the numbers
of animals entering the shelter, then we need to help those who are struggling to exist keep their animals. We
help by educating, we help by offering services, and we help by caring about the people and their pets. That is
why PETS is part of LIFT.
Some believe that only those who can “properly” care for a pet should have one. I, personally, have heard some
form of, “If a person can‟t afford to pay the full adoption fees, then they can‟t afford to take care of the pet.”
With that being said, poor people, financially challenged, low-income, homeless or whatever other moniker one
cares to use, can and do love their animals as much as someone with a hefty bank account. Lack of finances
does not indicate the character of a person. A struggling individual deserves the same cherished connection to
an animal as anyone else. In addition, our respective financial situation does not give us the right to dictate
those decisions for another. That is why PETS is part of LIFT.
Aimee Gilbreath, Executive Director of the nonprofit Found Animals Foundation, sums it up succinctly, “Pets
play such an amazing supportive role in people‟s physical and emotional health... And the ability to have access
to that joy shouldn‟t be based on income.” Pets are non-judgmental, and do not care whether the bed is a down
fluffed mattress or a stack of newspapers on the ground. They provide a sense of security in an often-hostile
environment. Pets can also provide a touch of reality in a sometimes-unreal world. They provide the connection
to reality that some need to have reinforced. Pets can help provide a purpose for living and friendship to
individuals who have none. That is why PETS is part of LIFT.
There are approximately 3.5 million homeless Americans. Some have lost their jobs, some have been foreclosed
upon and lost their home, some may be mentally ill, disabled, elderly, abused, and, within any of these venues,
one may find a veteran. They may be teens, single adults, or entire families. A common misconception is that
the homeless are lazy and do not want to work. Although there is a portion that may,

in fact, meet that standard, understand that a missed paycheck, or an abusive spouse can quickly cause
someone to become homeless. A person, as a result, may not be able to adequately care for an animal. Our
purpose is not to condemn the situation, nor act as judges, but to help the animals. That is why PETS is part of
LIFT.
Many cannot provide the necessary vaccinations, or spaying and neutering of their pets because of cost involved
and, possibly, the travel required to obtain the services. Procuring the care needed may be formidable for
someone who, quite possibly, cannot read, does not speak English, or is unable to comprehend the necessity in
any language. That is why PETS is part of LIFT.
To put things in perspective, I was once a breath away from being homeless. What prevented me from
becoming a statistic was the support of people who believed in me. The other was my pets. They gave me the
motivation to push on, they provided companionship lost, and they gave me a reason to live by providing hope
where there was none. One of the definitions of hope is “to believe that events will turn out for the best.”
Everyone needs to have hope. That is why PETS is part of LIFT.

PETS: Dog aggression
POSTED: 10/31/15,

Any dog of any breed, provided with a certain set of circumstances, can display aggression towards humans,
other dogs, or other animals. When they are guarding their territory or food, protecting themselves from a
perceived threat, or are defending their young, dogs will use aggressive displays much like any other animal or
human. Determining the reasons for, or the causative circumstances surrounding, the aggression are important
when dealing with any aggressive animal.
First, it must be determined that the animal is not reacting because of pain or a medical condition. Any disease
that causes pain or increases irritability, such as dental disease, arthritis, or trauma, can lead to aggression.
Certain tumors, central nervous system disorders and various organ dysfunctions can also contribute to
irritability and cause the dog to become aggressive when it is handled or even if it anticipates handling.
Therefore, it is imperative that you first consult with a veterinarian to rule out any possible medical cause, and
provide treatment as necessary. Additionally, the use of training devices that inflict pain on animals are
discouraged because they can lead the animal to become aggressive to stop the pain received.
Protective, territorial, and possessive types of aggression are similar. If the dog perceives a threat, whether real
or imagined, to itself or its “family” it may become protectively aggressive. A perfect example is a mother
protecting her young pups. “Resource guarding” is when dogs become possessively aggressive when defending
their food, toys, or some other highly valued object. When guarding their valued object, they may growl, snap,
or even bite to maintain control over it. Territorial aggression occurs when the dog is in a yard, home, car, etc.,
and is approached by another animal or human and attempts to defend what it considers its territory.
Fear is the underlying cause of most forms of canine aggression. Fear-motivated aggression is a defensive
reaction and occurs when a dog believes he is in danger of being harmed. It is exceedingly important to
remember that the threat is from the dog‟s perspective and it can be real or imagined. Fearful dogs will try to
avoid what is causing the fear, but can become aggressive if they feel trapped, like when they are leashed,
cornered, or physically confined. For example, you go for a walk with your dog and happen to encounter
another dog running loose. Your own dog might perceive a threat and react aggressively to it, especially since it
is confined by the leash. It is also important to note that if the dog is unable to attack the perceived

threat, he may redirect his aggression onto someone or something else. One example is when a person tries to
break up a dogfight and one of the dogs turns and bites the interfering person.
Aggressive play is a normal puppy behavior. When puppies play with other puppies, they may nip and bite but
will generally resolve any disagreements among themselves. Puppies playing with their guardians may bark,
growl, and impulsively attack. Sometimes, though, it becomes too exuberant. One effective way to handle a
rambunctious pup is to provide a distraction, like a toy. The puppy can then transfer its attention to it. If the
puppy is biting hard, yell “Ouch!” and turn away, stopping play with the animal. Also, consider giving the pup a
time out. If the pup will not stop bad behavior, put it in its kennel with until he calms down. Never use any
physical punishment, like shaking or hitting, which could result in fear-motivated aggression.
Any social group, whether human or canine, typically abides by a certain hierarchical order of leaders and
followers to avoid conflict. Like humans, if more than one individual wants to be the leader a fight can break
out. In addition, intact males may vie for females in heat, and females may compete for access to a male.
Spaying and neutering, along with training, may help reduce both these aggressions.
Early socialization is key in helping to prevent aggressive tendencies. Puppies that learn how to interact, play
and communicate with people, other canines and other species are less likely to show aggressive behavior when
they become adults. If your dog has shown aggression toward a person or other animals, seek help from a
qualified professional who can evaluate the animal and provide the necessary assistance. Normal canine
aggression not tempered can become a serious problem. It is up to us, as responsible guardians to provide the
necessary care, training, and supervision to ensure that our dogs and those around them are safe.

PETS: Passions run deep when it comes to
animals
POSTED: 10/24/15,

The human-animal bond is a strong one, and the connection we have with animals is as individualized and
multifaceted as our relationships with other humans. This is especially apparent when the intensity of opposing
views of how we regard, treat, or use animals prevents cooperative and reasonable discussion. The more
passionate we are about how we feel regarding certain stances in the animal community, the less likely we are to
see compromise occurring.
On a personal level, this became apparent when I wrote articles about feral cats and bully breeds. In addition,
one only needs to go on any social media outlet and read the dialogs regarding other “hot topics” pertaining to
animal welfare issues such as: spay/neuter, BSL (breed specific legislation), dog breeding, animal agriculture,
zoos, animal vaccination, euthanasia, etc., to see the hostility that often ensues between disparate opinions.
Unfortunately, unless the extremes of both sides are tempered, both humans and animals will suffer.
For most of us, when we discuss animal welfare, we believe the basic premise is that it pertains to the humane
and responsible care of animals by humans, and that cruelty to them is to be avoided. The American Veterinary
Medical Association clarifies it a bit further, “Animal welfare means how an animal is coping with the
conditions in which it lives. An animal is in a good state of welfare if it is healthy, comfortable, well-nourished,
safe, able to express innate behavior, and if it is not suffering from unpleasant states such as pain, fear, and
distress.” However, they go on to state,” There are numerous perspectives on animal welfare that are influenced
by a person‟s values and experiences.” Therein lies the issue. We are human, with values and experiences that
shape our perspective about the animals in our world.

An interesting dichotomy occurred with regard to my article about feral cats. A person vehemently stated that
ferals should be exterminated. However, their reason was that they did not wish any wildlife be harmed.
Because this person had no qualms about killing the cats, I had to wonder why was it okay to kill one animal but
not another. Is one species more important than the other? The contradiction in our beliefs and behaviors is not
an absolute “black and white” situation with regard to animals. We witness evidence of this repeatedly. We
oppose the use of animals in research facilities and yet use products and medicines that are the result of that
research. We work diligently to save some animals from being eaten and consume others. There are those that
wish to ban or annihilate certain breeds of dogs, believing one breed is more dangerous than another breed. Yet,
dog bites and dog aggression can occur in any breed, given a certain set of circumstances.
If we want our children to learn the lesson that life matters and that cruelty is inherently wrong, whether
human- or animal-directed, then we need to set the example. We can begin by displaying empathy in our
discussions about them. There is no doubt that the many issues concerning animal welfare and rights are both
controversial and extremely complex. However, if we follow a compassionate stance towards all living things,
perhaps we can reach an effective compromise that will benefit not only the animals, but assist us, as humans,
to become more humane. This can only be accomplished by moderating the extremes on both sides of the
issues.

PETS: Insight on bully breeds and their
evolution
By Ronnie Casey
POSTED: 10/10/15,

We know that all modern day dogs have been selectively bred for ages to enhance certain behaviors,
capabilities, and physical attributes. Their basic physical make-up though, no matter how altered, is that of
their wild ancestors. In other words, all domestic dogs, from Chihuahuas to Great Danes have the same traits.
If all dogs share the same traits, why is it that, at present, one of the most prolific and victimized dogs filling
shelters is the Pit Bull? We hear a lot about Pit Bulls, and about them being a bully breed. Are Pit Bulls deemed
aggressive, vicious, and unpredictable because they are then equated with the perceived schoolyard bully? A
term originally used to categorize a group of specific breeds has become fodder for confusion and
misrepresentation, so it is time to clarify and provide a bit of insight on bully breeds and their evolution.
A Pit Bull is defined as an American Pit Bull Terrier, an American Staffordshire Terrier, or a Staffordshire Bull
Terrier and any cross in-between. In some regions, the American Bulldog and the Bull Terrier are classified as
Pit Bull-type dogs. These dog breeds are also known as being part of the bully breed group. This grouping also
includes other breeds like Boxers and Boston Terriers. Many breeds that are classified bulldog, mastiff or that
are brachycephalic (having skull bones that are shorter in length, giving the face and nose a pushed in or flat
appearance) are bully breeds.
The term bully breed actually has nothing to do with temperament, size, or reputation. It does have to do with
the lineage and the dogs‟ purpose. Bully breeds are descended from an extinct large breed of dog called Canis
Molossi. These dogs, famous for courage and ferocity, were trained by the Molossis people to serve as guardian
and war dogs. Originating in the mountainous regions of northwest ancient Greece and southern Albania, they
are believed to be the early forerunners of Mastiffs. The Molossers are described as good-sized dogs that have a
stubby jaw with two fangs projecting from it, a large head with drooping ears, thick shoulders and neck,
powerful hindquarters, and large paws.
Phoenicians regarded these huge dogs as a valuable commodity for trade, the Romans valued them for their
hunting ability. Exported to Asia and Northern Africa, the Molossers interbred with dogs of the

regions, resulting in offspring with shorter coats while retaining the characteristics of massive heads and short
muzzles. Eventually, the dogs made their way to the British Isles, where they again bred with Celtic tribe dogs.
The resultant dogs were trained to grab a horse by its nose during battle. By holding onto the nose, the horse
would buck its rider off in order to dislodge the dog. The Romans called these dogs Pugnace Britannicii, later
known as the Broad
In England, as early as 1154, bull baiting became a popular sport. Originally, the “Broad Mouthed Dogs of
Briton,” were set upon a bull that was restrained. The dog that grabbed the bull by the nose and pinned it to the
ground would be the winner in betting circles. Over time, the owners of these dogs realized that the size and
structure of the animal had to change for it to have a better chance at survival. Through selective breeding, the
Bulldog gradually evolved and became a separate breed from the Molosser, the Mastiff-type breed.
After 1835, when bull baiting became illegal, dog fighting saw a rise in popularity. Hardy, scrappy sporting
Terriers were crossed with the bull baiting Bulldogs to enhance the traits necessary for fighting in smaller pits.
These cross breeds were called bull-and-terriers and are considered the first Pit Bull-type dogs. The following
are Molosser descendants, known as the “Bully Breeds”: Alapaha Blue Blood Bulldog; American Bulldog;
American Mastiff; American Pit Bull Terrier; American Staffordshire Terrier; Bandog; Belgian Mastiff;
Boerboel, Boston Terrier; Boxer; Bull Terrier; Bulldog; Bullmastiff; Cane Corso; Dogo Argentino; Dogue De
Bordeux; English Mastiff; French Bulldog; Great Dane; Neapolitian Mastiff; Olde English Bulldogge; Perro de
Presa; Pug; Renascence Bulldogge; Rottweiller; Staffordshire Bull Terrier; and Victorian Bulldog.
As a last note, while the word bully is mainly associated with the Bulldog and bull baiting, Bully breeds later
became a term to refer to those dogs that were Bulldog-like, including the brachycephalic breeds like the Pug.
There are many who associate the term with Pit Bull-type dogs, only. Next week, I will offer a more in-depth
look at the often-misjudged Pit Bull.

Rabies is a reality in rural area
By Ronnie Casey
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We live in a rural area where wildlife abounds. Around our home I have sighted many examples of this, such as
raccoons, skunks, and bats, among others. Interestingly enough, these same animals account for the most
frequently reported rabid wildlife species in the United States. In fact, as recently as July of this year, the
Tehama County Health Services Agency issued a warning to County residents concerning the threat of rabies.
Even though no human cases were reported within the area as of the date of the warning, the agency did report
that rabies in bats was considered widespread within the county.
While many of us may never come across a rabid wild animal, the possibility definitely exists that one of our
pets will, especially when allowed to roam freely. Therein lies the risk to humans. According to the World
Health Organization, domestic dogs, through bites or scratches, transmitted the rabies virus in more than 99%
of the human cases reported. Of note, children between the ages of 5-14 years of age are the most frequent
victims, which is not surprising since the highest incidence of dog bite injuries occur within the same
parameters.
Since rabies has been a popular theme in many novels and films, opinion often is that a rabid animal can be
easily identified because of the foaming at the mouth, the baring of teeth with overt aggressiveness, and the
uncontrollable drooling. Unfortunately, these symptoms are usually indicative of the latter stages of the

disease. What one may find, instead, is that a wild animal may lose its dread of humans and come within close
proximity. Another signal could be a nocturnal animal becoming active during the day. Neither sign is
representative of the prevalent perception.
Wildlife is more likely to be rabid than our domestic animals. Our amount of contact with domestics is typically
larger than our contact with wild animals. When a rabid wild animal does infect a pet of ours, our risk in
contracting the disease greatly increases. So you might ask “Why all the concern?” The concern is that once a
person begins to show signs of rabies their chances of survival are extremely poor. The first signs of rabies
mimic typical flu symptoms such as fever, general weakness, and headache. Within days other symptoms
appear such as insomnia, anxiety, confusion, and agitation. As the disease continues to progress, delirium,
abnormal behavior, and hallucinations occur. Shortly thereafter organ failure occurs and death ensues.
Therefore, all of us should make every effort to limit possible rabies exposure and to provide adequate
immunity to our pets.
To limit possible exposure, we begin by vaccinating. According to California law, all dogs over four months old
are required to be vaccinated for rabies. It is also highly encouraged that other animals, like cats and horses,
that are outdoors and have the possibility of contact with wild animals, also be vaccinated. Unfortunately, there
will always be those who will not or do not vaccinate their animals. Unvaccinated animals allowed to roam
outdoors, without adequate supervision, are exposed to wild animal vectors and other domestics that could be
infected. In addition, avoiding contact with wild animals or any pet that is unfamiliar can aid in preventing
unnecessary exposure.
If you or your pet is bitten by an unfamiliar animal, seek immediate medical or veterinarian attention. In
addition, report the incident to the Tehama County Health Services Agency at 527-6824. You will also need to
contact the appropriate Animal Control agency. In the city limits of Red Bluff, call the Red Bluff Police
Department at 527-3131. In the city limits of Corning, call the Corning Police Department at 824-7000.
Anywhere in Tehama County other than the above locations, call the Tehama County Sheriff‟s Office at 5297900 ext. 1. It is very important that the biting animal be located, safely apprehended and assessed for rabies.
The California Dept. of Fish and Wildlife — https://www.wildlife.ca.gov/Living-with-Wildlife — provides a
multitude of resources in dealing with wildlife issues. However, if do you find a deceased wild animal in your
home, contact the above Animal Control agencies about what to do with the remains. If you are to remove it, be
sure to wear gloves before handling it, and place it in a plastic bag. Try to avoid any direct contact but, if contact
does occur, wash the affected area with soap and water as soon as is possible.
Additional information regarding Rabies can be found at the Center for Disease Control —
http://www.cdc.gov/rabies/index.html — the California Dept. of Public Health —
http://www.cdph.ca.gov/healthinfo/discond/pages/rabies.aspx — and the Mayo Clinic —
http://www.mayoclinic.org/diseases-conditions/rabies/basics/definition/con-20019900.

Ronnie Casey: The first year of this column
POSTED: 09/26/15,

It has been a year, almost to the day, that I have had the extreme pleasure of writing this column for the Red
Bluff Daily News, and what a year it has been.
First, I would like to thank both Publisher Greg Stevens, Editor Chip Thompson and the rest of the Daily News
team for the wonderful opportunity to bring to our community‟s attention the efforts of not only our local
shelters, but also the many organizations, here and throughout the country, that work vigorously to aid animals
in need.
In addition, the distribution of information and available resources regarding animal welfare topics would not
have occurred on the level it did without their continued guidance and support.

People working together can accomplish amazing things. This past year, the truth of that statement became
exceedingly evident. The PETS organization, of which I am a proud member, worked tirelessly to combat
animal homelessness, neglect, and disease. A small example of an accomplishment was that, by working in
conjunction with other local charitable organizations and with the assistance of a group of dedicated volunteers
and businesses, PETS was not only able to vaccinate over 100 animals at the Tehama County LIFT event, but
provide pet food and supplies to a multitude of families in need. This year PETS shall again participate at LIFT
on Nov. 13 and, thanks to benefactors, anticipates doubling the assistance provided to both the animals and
their guardians.
PETS, along with committed members of the Tehama community, has helped to improve the lives of hundreds
of homeless animals. During these past months, through concentrated efforts and the generosity of others, they
all played a significant role in the adoptions, health, and welfare of the animals at the Tehama County Animal
Care Center. Past Adoption programs like the successful “Home for the Holidays,” “Free Cat Fridays” and
“Adopt a Bully” programs at the Center will continue in the coming months, supported by PETS The relatively
new “Senior for a Senior” adoption program has seen some success and it is the hope of yours truly that it will
continue to grow and aid, not only senior homeless animals, but bring a measure of comfort to some of our
senior citizens.
This past year we have seen unimaginable devastation that has occurred because of fire. We have also witnessed
too often, through various media outlets, the violence around us. The bottom line is every day law enforcement
and firefighters risk their lives to protect us. I, for one, am extremely grateful for their efforts. I am also quite
pleased to announce that the PETS organization feels the same and, as our way of saying “Thank You” to these
courageous people, is starting another adoption program. Beginning Oct. 1 and ending June 30, 2016, the spay
and neuter and rabies fees of any animal adopted at the Tehama County Animal Care Center by fire or law
enforcement personnel working in Tehama County, including volunteer staff, will be paid by PETS.
The journey that began when I started writing this column a year ago has been a profound experience for me,
not unlike when I joined PETS or started volunteering at the shelter. It has opened my eyes, educated me,
pulled on my emotions and introduced me to a wide variety people and views. The writing, in many ways, has
proven cathartic. It assists in fulfilling my passion to help those in need, the ones without voice. I hope it makes
a difference for at least one animal. Who knows, but perhaps there is also a chance that an article will inspire
someone to volunteer, foster, transport, donate, or to take an action to help a vulnerable animal in need. It is
my hope in the coming year that you, the reader, will continue to share this journey with me, and the many
animals that cross our path.
As a final note, last year I encouraged input from readers. This year is no different. Let‟s exchange ideas and
discourse. Tehama County still has its share of animal welfare issues and an overabundance of homeless,
abused, and neglected pets. I implore you to ask questions, because by doing so we can all learn, and perhaps
find other ways to make differences in these animals‟ lives.
Last year was significant. This one can be too.

PETS: The challenge of less adoptable animals
Courtesy photo Gomez is one of several less adoptable animals at the Tehama County Animal Care Center.

By Ronnie Casey
POSTED: 09/19/15,

Pet adoptions may happen quickly for many of our furry friends. Regrettably, there are a number of homeless animals
who are not adopted within a few days, or even a couple of weeks. Some of them, in fact, may languish in their kennels
for months. Why is it they cannot get that loving family they deserve? Are they just unlucky or is there some
commonality between them that brands them less than desirable?
“Less Adoptable” is the common thread all of them share and all it means is that these pets are harder to place. We all
know that pets come in varied sizes and shapes and each one has its own unique personality. Unfortunately, according to
Petfinder.com, senior pets, adult cats, pit bull-type dogs, special needs pets, and black pets take quite a bit longer for
adoption because of their distinctiveness.
A senior pet or adult cat can be the perfect pet in many homes. They may be a little slower in some areas, but they
definitely have a lot to offer, among which is experience and maturity. With older pets, what you see is what you get.
Not only have they have reached their full-grown size, but their personality has already developed. Despite some special
considerations that an older pet might require, if you were willing to adopt one you might find that they will not need
the constant monitoring and reinforcement that puppies and kittens require, plus they are already most likely house
trained.
Special needs animals may be missing an eye or limb, or they could be partially or fully deaf or blind. They can also
include those with health conditions, such as cats with FIV (Feline Immunodeficiency Virus) and Heartworm positive
dogs. Whatever the disability or condition, most will enjoy a full and active life, and be as delightful and affectionate as
any other pet. All they require is some extra help by a caring human. This I say from personal experience, since I have
had several ‘special needs’ animals.
Personally, I do not understand the vagaries of why one finds a black pet less appealing than another color. The theory is
that superstition and certain beliefs, even in this century, play an integral part in selection. Additionally, the thought is
that black pets are less photogenic than their counterparts are, thus resulting in them being unnoticed by possible
adopters. Lastly, according to research done by the University of California, black cats were perceived as being more
antisocial than other colored cats. Other than color, the truth is that these pets are no different from equivalents of a
different color.
All of us involved with animal welfare would love to see every hard-to-place animal leave the shelter, and we want
nothing more than for these homeless pets to find a loving permanence that they did not have before. However, we also
realize that adopting any animal should never be done impulsively or because a heartstring was suddenly tugged. When
bringing a new family member home, it is important to prepare yourself for it, and to honestly evaluate whether you and
the animal will be a perfect fit. So, if you are considering a pet that is a senior, or is disabled, or is a bigger breed, or has a
health condition, please be sure that you are willing and able to give it the resources, commitment, and love necessary. If
you do happen to provide that nurturing forever home to an animal who is often unnoticed and disregarded day after
day, you just might find yourself being its hero.
Next week is the countrywide “Adopt a Less Adoptable Pet” campaign, launched in 2009, by PetFinder.com, to bring
awareness to these overlooked jewels. The Tehama County Animal Care Center at 1830 Walnut St., Red Bluff, in
conjunction with PETS, will be joining hundreds of other facilities around the U.S. that are offering Adoption Specials to
find these often-maligned critters forever homes. During the week of September 21 through, and including, September
26, any Black, Senior (over 4 years), Pit-Bull, Special Needs (has a disability or is heartworm positive) dog can be adopted
for $45 or less. Any Black, Senior (over 4 years), Special Needs (has a disability or is FIV positive) cat can be adopted for
$20 or less.
As a final note, if we focus on the many positive traits and wonderful personalities that these often ignored, but
amazing, animals have, just maybe their luck will change, and they will leave the shelter a bit quicker than they
usually do.

PETS: Sad instances of pet relinquishment
POSTED: 08/22/15

This past Saturday a nationwide adoption event occurred called Clear the Shelters. More than 400 shelters
reduced, or completely waived, their adoption fees to help adoptable animals find homes.
Even though the Tehama County Animal Care Center did not participate in this particular event, it held its
own waived or reduced fee adoption event on Friday to accomplish the same goal for cats and kittens.

Initial reports state that over 17,000 animals throughout the United States were adopted during the
national event. On our local level, 15 cats and kittens were adopted. It is a rather impressive number of
adoptions occurring in one day for a small public shelter.
For many animals throughout the country, this was truly a life-saving occurrence. For our crowded local
shelter, it opened up space so more animals could have a chance at an improved life. Adoption events like
these, both here and at other shelters, are some of the innovative ways those involved try to contend with
the steady, unrelenting, flow of animals coming in every day. For the most part, these events are extremely
successful. That is the good news.
For some of the animals adopted, the fairytale ending envisioned will not occur. You might be surprised to
learn how many adopted animals will subsequently return to the shelter. The American Humane
Association estimates that 7 to 20 percent of dogs and cats, within six months of adoption, reenter the
shelter system. Be aware, these percentages do not include pets who were lost, died or were given away
instead of being returned to the shelter. If those numbers were easily calculated, the percentages would be
much higher.
There are those that believe waived and reduced fee promotions result in adoptions that are less successful
than the full-fee programs. According to a 2002 study published by the Journal of Applied Animal Welfare
Science, retention is similar among adopters whether they acquired their pets at a shelter, or through these
special promotion events. While some returns may occur because animals were adopted on a whim due to
decreased cost, it is important to understand why so many continue to be returned. If our goal is to clear
the shelters and end pet homelessness then, in addition to controlling pet over-population, we must also
address what causes relinquishment. Only then will we be able to reduce the numbers of animals coming
back in.
It is also important to remember shelters often operate on minimal budgets, have limited staff, and
inadequate space. Even with these constraints, they constantly try to provide the most optimal care for as
many animals as they possibly can. When an adopted animal returns, it uses resources that could be used
to save others.

Pet behavior problems, domestic and financial issues, personal and pet health concerns and military
deployment are among the most common reasons people give when relinquishing their pets. We, as a
community, can strive to increase resources and provide education to help prevent the pets‟
relinquishment from happening again. We can volunteer and assist organizations that expand and develop
programs that provide low cost food and medical care for pets that some cannot afford. We can provide
needed assistance to seniors so they can keep their companions. We can foster, thus providing temporary
pet care so that guardians with illnesses, domestic abuse victims, and deployed military do not need to
relinquish their pet. These are just a few possible solutions.
We know that pet homelessness is a many-faceted problem, and is the result of too many unwanted litters
and inadequate resources to care for both the wanted and unwanted pets in our community. The result is a
multitude of pets who do not have permanent, loving homes. If we wish to decrease pet relinquishment
then we, as a community, must come up with innovative strategies to provide post-adoption programs that
address the various reasons for relinquishment. PETS is working towards that. At present, we are here to
answer questions, and might be able to help by providing information and locating resources that might
assist you in resolving issues, thus allowing you to keep your pet in your home. In addition, we offer online
postings to help reunite lost/found pets with their guardians. You can either email us at
petstehama@gmail.com or call us at 527-8702 with questions.

PETS: Therapy dogs are special indeed
By Ronnie Casey
POSTED: 08/15/15

Last week I discussed Assistance Dogs, aka Service Dogs. They are dogs that are specifically trained to
assist a person with a disability, as defined by The Americans with Disabilities Act. This week‟s article is
about another very special type of dog, known as a Therapy Dog.
Simply stated, a Therapy Dog is a dog which provides comfort to people. They also receive training, but it
has a completely different type of focus. Their key responsibility is to provide psychological therapy to an
individual. Children typically enjoy hugging animals. Adults usually prefer to do the calming repetitive
motions of petting or stroking. For the people these animals go to visit, the desired outcome is that they
feel emotionally supported.
Therapy dogs come in all sizes and shapes, but they all have shared qualities. They exhibit behavior that is
predictable, friendly, and confident, even in new settings. Since they might have to be lifted onto a person‟s
lap or bed and lay or sit there contentedly for a set amount of time, they are comfortable with human
interaction and are calm in demeanor. Their body posture is relaxed and they remain tranquil in a variety
of situations. In addition, they enjoy being petted, hugged, and touched, even if during those times the
hands doing it are awkward and clumsy. They display remarkably good manners and do not display
extreme nervousness or shyness.
Unlike service dogs, when they are working therapy dogs are encouraged to interact with a wide variety of
people and be accepting of differences in various people‟s behavior and reactions. These animals provide
comfort to people in hospitals, hospice environments, convalescent homes, psychotherapy offices, assisted
living facilities, disaster areas, etc., and to people with learning difficulties. They provide companionship
and help relieve the feelings of loneliness, depression, and anxiety.
While most people are familiar with therapy dogs who visit hospitals to provide emotional therapy, these
are not the only environments where they can be beneficial. In hospice environments, they play a crucial
role in reducing anxiety about dying. They also visit schools, day care centers and rehab centers to assist in
the building of self-confidence. At counseling centers, they provide a comforting presence to victims of
domestic violence. Some universities in the United States bring Therapy Dogs, fondly known as “Therapy
Fluffies,” on campus to help students de-stress. In fact, these “Therapy Fluffies” have visited the UC Davis
campus the week before both midterm and finals, since 2010.
If you would like to make a difference in someone‟s life by sharing your dog with them, there are
opportunities here in Northern California. There are two local area organizations I have had the
opportunity to become acquainted with that can train and certify both you and your dog. The first
organization is Prescription Pets aka Rx:Pets (http://www.prescriptionpets.org/ ) located in Redding. In
addition to providing animal assisted therapy, they have expanded their efforts to include the successful
READ Program (Reading Education Assistance Dogs). The READ program improves children‟s reading
and communication skills by having them read to a Therapy Dog. As a side note, not too long ago, a PETS
volunteer adopted a stray dog from the Tehama County Animal Care Center. He passed the Canine Good
Citizen test and both he and his guardian became certified. They are now part of the Rx:Pets team. The
other organization is Independent Therapy Dogs, Inc. (https://sites.google.com/site/idtdinc/home ) whose
two local trainer/ evaluators are located in Anderson and can often be found working with the canines at
Haven Humane Society.
Whatever organization you choose, the dogs will be required to meet their standards in order to be certified
and insured by them. Their guardians usually handle the dogs, but in some cases of Animal Assisted
Therapy, a qualified professional might manage them. It is also important to note that, despite training and
certification, Therapy Dogs do not have the same legal rights as Service Dogs as outlined under Titles II
and III of the 1990 Code of Federal Regulations for the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA).

Improving the lives of people, whether it is helping a child who is learning to read or providing comfort to a
patient in a hospital, is what Therapy Dogs are all about.
Ronnie Casey is vice president of PETS — Providing Essentials for Tehama Shelter. She can be reached at
rmcredbluff@gmail.com. For more information about PETS, visit petstehama.org.

PETS: Assistance dogs provide valuable
services
POSTED: 08/08/15

“Dog is man‟s best friend” is not an expression that is unfamiliar to us. Very often that quote bears witness
to the diligent work and acts of heroism performed by dogs both here and abroad. Last week was
International Assistance Dog week, an event created to recognize, and raise awareness about, assistance
dogs. During the course of this and next week‟s articles, I would like to shed some light on the ways many
dogs “assist” us. In addition, offer a bit of clarification between service and therapy dogs.
Service dogs are assistance dogs, therapy dogs are not, even though they help people. The difference
between the two as explained by the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) National Network
(https://adata.org/publication/service-animals-booklet) is as follows.
Specifically trained, a service dog performs set tasks for the benefit of a person with a disability. The
disability may be classified as being physical, sensory, psychiatric, or intellectual. The work performed by a
service dog must directly relate to the individual‟s disability. Those tasks performed can include, among
others, pulling a wheelchair, retrieving dropped items, reminding a person to take medication, etc. Service
dogs are protected under Titles II and III of the 1990 Code of Federal Regulations for the Americans with
Disabilities Act (ADA). This legislation allows service animals to accompany their person into any public
facility that allows the person. Even if the facility has a “no pets” policy, it may not deny entry to a person
and their service animal. Service dogs are not considered pets.
A therapy dog, emotional support, or comfort animal is not a service animal under Titles II and III of the
ADA. They are not limited to working with people with disabilities and therefore are not covered by the
federal laws protecting the use of service animals. These animals provide comfort to people
in hospitals, nursing homes, disaster areas, etc., and to people with learning difficulties. They provide
companionship and help relieve the feelings of loneliness, depression, anxiety, etc., but do not have the
specialized training to perform the required tasks that assist people with disabilities.
There are many examples of assistance, aka service, dogs that fit the ADA definition. Guide Dogs or Seeing
Eye Dogs assist blind or severely visually impaired people. In the United States Labrador Retrievers,
Golden Retrievers, and German Shepherds are typically the breeds used as guide dogs. They are chosen
because of temperament, versatility, size, intelligence, and availability. Guide dogs must be large enough to
guide a person while in harness, and yet small enough to fit easily on both public transportation and in
other public venues. Two excellent resources for additional information are Guide Dogs of America
(http://www.guidedogsofamerica.org/1/) and The Guide Dog Foundation (https://www.guidedog.org/ ).
Another example is Hearing or Signal Dogs. These dogs alert a person who is deaf, or who has significant
hearing loss, when certain household sounds occur like alarms, doorbells, or telephone rings. They are
trained to make physical contact and lead their person to the source of the sound. Additionally, a person
taking their Hearing Dog into public will be more aware of the environment by noticing whatever the dog
reacts to. Hearing Dogs are generally mixed breeds acquired from animal shelters and are small to medium
in size. The Dogs for the Deaf, Inc. (http://www.dogsforthedeaf.org/hearing-dogs ) website provides
additional information and resources regarding these dogs.

Other Service Dogs assist people with disabilities other than vision or hearing. They can be trained to work
with people who use wheelchairs, have balance issues, autism, need to be alerted to medical issues like
seizures and low blood sugar, or who may have psychiatric disabilities like Post Traumatic Stress Disorder
(PTSD) or schizophrenia. These dogs help by retrieving objects, opening doors, turning light switches on or
off, barking for or locating help, providing balance, and many other individualized tasks. They may be of
any breed, however the person‟s need typically determines the size of the dog required. A good service dog
is not protective, is people orientated, not overly active, and is confident but not overly dominant or
submissive. Additional information can be found at both Service Dog Central
(http://servicedogcentral.org/content/ ) and the Psychiatric Service Dog Partners website
(http://www.psychdogpartners.org/ ).
Next week, Therapy dogs help too.
Ronnie Casey is vice president of PETS — Providing Essentials for Tehama Shelter. She can be reached at
rmcredbluff@gmail.com. For more information about PETS, visit petstehama.org.

PETS: The other unseen homeless
population

POSTED: 08/01/15,

The Merriam-Webster Dictionary defines homeless as “having no home or permanent place of residence.”
When we talk about a homeless problem, immediately we think about adult humans. In his book, “No One
Sees Me,” David Sleppy asked a homeless man, “What‟s the worst part about being homeless?” The reply
was, “No one sees me.” A harsh statement, but one we know internally as true. Seeing but not actually
seeing. There are also many other “not-seen” victims of homelessness, each one very significant. One of
these victim groups is companion pets.

No matter how often we expound on the love we have of dogs and cats, pet homelessness is a huge
problem. If you do not think so, then think again. The statistics are frightening and exceedingly sad.
According to the National Council on Pet Population Study and Policy (NCPPSP), homeless animals
outnumber homeless people 5 to 1. Ninety percent (90%) of all dogs born in the U.S. every year have no
permanent home. This article is not about the statistics, though. It is about having you see our homeless
pet population.
At present, the Tehama County Animal Care Center is having a difficult time. As I write this, 13 animals
have been there over 60 days, with an additional 24 animals over 30 days. One of the difficulties faced is
that the longer any animal stays, the less room there is for incoming animals, and the amount coming in
every day does not diminish. It is my hope that the stories of some of these long-term residents will allow
you to “see” beyond the numbers and begin to understand how tragic pet homelessness is.
John was a stray without a collar, helped to safety by animal control on March 16 and, as of this writing,
has been at the Center for 133 days. We cannot figure out why. A quiet, well-mannered, easygoing dog who
is only a few years old, house trained, and whose adoption fee (because of sponsorship) would be low, is
passed over time after time. John, however, is black and designated a Rottweiler mix, so because of
erroneous public perception, the odds are stacked against him.
Trinity arrived at the Center on March 9 and was adopted June 25. Unfortunately, she was returned the
very next day. She was returned not because she was a “problem” dog, but because the landlord would not
allow her. As is often the issue, labels and appearances have worked against another outgoing, people
oriented, friendly, youngster finding a home. Trinity has the slight features of a bully-breed.
Kaden, only a few weeks old, was found on his own by a kind stranger and brought into the Center. Kaden‟s
story is similar to the dozens of kittens that have arrived over these past few months. They come in alone or
as part of found litters, all too young to survive on their own and much too young to be adopted. Many
come in sick. If they manage to thrive, they are put up for adoption only to face another hurdle. With so
many other domestic short hairs, tabbies, etc. available in the county, there is very little to distinguish
shelter kittens from the others. Trying to find a permanent home, even as a cute kitten, can be difficult.
Mop‟s only crime is that he is no longer a puppy. Left outside the Center‟s door in a crate, it became
apparent Mop‟s guardian no longer wished to care for him. This homeless animal, we believe for a number
of years, had been an integral part of a family. He is used to being around and hanging out with people.
Nevertheless, age and a slight infirmity contributed, in this instance, to him not having a permanent
residence. We all hope that another family will look beyond Mop‟s years and see what a loving animal he is.
These are just a few of the stories of the over 2000 animals that arrived at the shelter this past year. Each
of those animals did not want to be homeless or part of a national statistic and yet each one was. The
comfort of a warm bed, steady food to eat, and a loving permanent home to call our own is what most of us
desire. Homeless animals are no exception.
Ronnie Casey is vice president of PETS — Providing Essentials for Tehama Shelter. She can be reached at
rmcredbluff@gmail.com. For more information about PETS, visit petstehama.org.

PETS — Help your community, help
yourself
POSTED: 07/25/15

How often have you said some form of, “I don‟t have enough time to do what I want to do”? We live in a
hectic world. The constant demands from work and family commitments often leave us little time for
personal pleasures or for additional pursuits, like volunteering.
I agree it can be difficult to find the time to volunteer, however, the benefits reaped can be staggering.
Ralph Waldo Emerson said, “It is one of the most beautiful compensations of this life that no man can
sincerely try to help another without helping himself”. Many great leaders and major public figures
understand this and volunteer, not only to aid an organization, cause, or community, but also to help
themselves. While volunteering they have learned other skills and built experience, made new friends and
contacts, and through the course have often advanced their careers.
If you want to stay healthy, then add volunteering to eating well, having regular check-ups and exercising.
The federal Corporation for National & Community Service, in their 2007 report The Health Benefits of
Volunteering, summarized their findings from a number of research studies conducted over the past
twenty years. They noted, “When individuals volunteer, they not only help their community but also
experience better health in later years, whether in terms of greater longevity, higher functional ability, or
lower rates of depression. In addition when a state has high volunteer rates, they are more likely to have
less incidence of heart disease.”
Helping others encourages happiness. Researchers at the London School of Economics examined the
relationship between volunteering and measures of happiness in a large group of American adults. The
result was that they found that the more people volunteered, the happier they were. I don‟t know about
you, but I can always use an extra measure of „happy‟.
Children are sponges and tend to mimic what they see. Even though it can be challenging, volunteering
with your child imparts valuable life lessons and skills. They learn firsthand how one person can make a
difference, thus enhancing self-esteem and creating a sense of empowerment. They acquire a sense of
responsibility in doing a job well. They practice kindness, learn to respect others, and gain an increased
awareness of good citizenship. It is also well documented, that children who volunteer are less likely to
become involved in at-risk behaviors.
If you want to find a job or change a career, volunteering can be an excellent way to help you do it. You
have an opportunity to meet people that you might never have had the possibility to encounter. These new
contacts may have, or know someone who has, a job opening. In addition, volunteering is a golden chance
to gain experience in a desired field of interest. For example, if you are looking into the veterinary
profession, volunteer at a shelter. When applying for a job, volunteer work makes applicants look more
appealing to employers as demonstrated by the Deloitte survey.
If you are new to the area, volunteer. It is a wonderful way to meet new people and learn more about the
community. It assists in creating a support network that you may not have as a new arrival. In addition,
you get to share common interests with like-minded individuals, and participate in many fun and fulfilling
activities.
I happen to volunteer at the Tehama County Animal Care Center (TCACC), 1830 Walnut Street, Red Bluff,
and with the non-profit organization P.E.T.S. (www.petstehama.org) whose mission is to improve the
welfare of homeless animals in Tehama County. In addition, we assist (TCACC) in the care of the animals
housed within their facility. If you are interested in volunteering, I heartily encourage you to do so with one
of these wonderful organizations. A wagging tail or the gentle purr of an animal that you have helped is
guaranteed to give you a good feeling. Knowing you have made a positive difference in a life is one of the
most rewarding experiences a person can have. If assisting animals is not your forte, many other
organizations in the county would readily welcome volunteer assistance. One good resource to locate a vast
array of volunteer opportunities is 2-1-1-Services (http://211norcal.org/tehama/find-services/).
Whatever volunteer venue you choose, know that you will make a difference. You become a shining light to
those helped, and you help strengthen the community in which you live. Both are wonderful rewards to
reap.

Ronnie Casey is vice president of PETS — Providing Essentials for Tehama Shelter. She can be reached at
rmcredbluff@gmail.com. For more information about PETS, visit petstehama.org.

PETS: Hollywood stardom can lead to
misery for pets
By Ronnie Casey
POSTED: 07/18/15

The new movie ”Max” has hit the theaters. Its lead actor just happens to be a Belgian Malinois. Although it
is too early to tell, the anticipated increase in these dogs being surrendered to shelters over the next few
years already has the rescue community shuddering.
Petfinder describes the Belgian Malinois as a smart, high-energy breed with a need for regular mental and
physical stimulation. The AKC agrees and states, “Problems arise, though, when this smart dog is
underemployed and neglected.” When people obtain a dog without carefully researching the breed, its
temperament and needs, and do not consider the family‟s overall ability to care for the animal, it is a recipe
for disaster. Thus, the crux of everyone‟s concern is that, after seeing the movie, without careful
consideration, many will flock to obtain a Malinois. In addition, if past trends continue, we can expect an
increase in the backyard breeding of these dogs and the resultant issues that occur because of it.
Researchers from the University of Bristol, the City University of New York, and Western Carolina
University conducted the study, “Dog Movie Stars and Dog Breed Popularity: A Case Study in Media
Influence on Choice.” They confirmed, after researching a number of movies released between 1927 and
2004 featuring dogs and evaluating American Kennel Club (AKC) registration trends during releases, that
movies have an impact on breed popularity. This impact, in some cases, continued for many years
afterward.
The more popular a film, the stronger the effect as evidenced by the following examples. “Lassie Come
Home” was associated with a 40 percent increase in Collie registrations during the two years following its
release in 1943. The 1959 Walt Disney film “The Shaggy Dog” resulted in a 3,600 percent increase in
sheepdog registrations over ten years.
After the 1996 release of Disney‟s remake of “101 Dalmatians,” animal shelters reported a 35 percent
increase in the number of Dalmatians surrendered. The reasons given were that the dogs were high-strung,
stubborn, and sometimes aggressive. In addition, the relinquishing owners said they required lots of
exercise and, in some cases, special care because of health problems like deafness.
Chihuahuas at many California shelters comprise almost 30-45 percent of their population. Even though
they are cute and small, they do have a nervous personality which can make them unpredictable. For those
who wanted to have a dog like the one in “Legally Blonde” or “Beverly Hills Chihuahua,” or to mimic a
celebrity like Paris Hilton, the reality of it not being what was envisioned undoubtedly contributes to its
high relinquishment.
Purebred dogs from an accredited responsible breeders can cost upwards to thousands of dollars.
Responsible breeders have the dogs‟ best interests in mind. They test for genetic and common diseases for
their particular breed, minimize inbreeding, and typically only have a few litters of puppies per year to
insure that the pups have a good environment and appropriate health care. In order to meet the demand
for the popular “dog of the moment” backyard breeders and puppy mills come into play. Not caring about
the animal‟s temperament, or present and future health, they sell puppies for substantially less.
Unfortunately, these animals then become the true victims of fad and fashion, ending up in shelters across
the country.
Another perfect example of the above is Rin Tin Tin, a German Shepherd who appeared in 27 films. Being
an immediate box office success caused such a demand, that many took advantage of the breed‟s popularity

and essentially created a breed that today is susceptible to a number of serious health issues including hip
dysplasia, heart problems, bloat and cancer. In 2012 Shepherds were declared the second most popular
breed. Unfortunately, they are also the third most abandoned due to the guardian being unprepared to care
for the breed.
Getting a dog because you saw it in a movie and thought “I want one just like that” does not do you or the
animal any good. In order for man‟s best friend to actually be his best friend, seriously think about
choosing your pet. Research the breed and ask yourself if the dog‟s temperament, size, energy level, etc.
would be a good fit with you and your family and your lifestyle. Realize also, that the dogs in movies have
had years of specific training and the cute puppy you get, will not be what you saw on the screen.
Enjoy “Max,” but let‟s keep the Belgian Malinois from becoming another victim of movie popularity.
Ronnie Casey is vice president of PETS — Providing Essentials for Tehama Shelter. She can be reached at
rmcredbluff@gmail.com. For more information about PETS, visit petstehama.org.

Providing help and getting help
By Ronnie Casey
POSTED: 07/11/15

In an emergency situation, would you be willing to open up your home or ranch to house displaced animals
on a temporary basis? Assist in transporting animals? Loan equipment? Help gather food and supplies that
would be necessary during the temporary housing of animals? Donate time and/or money to care for the
animals at an animal evacuation site?
Everyone is gearing up for this year‟s fire season, and PETS is definitely no exception. As you know, in past
years when Northern California was struck by large wild fires, volunteer groups and private individuals
pulled together and did what they could for the citizens and animals affected. In Tehama County, if
disaster strikes, PETS will be one of the resources available for our residents. In anticipation of the worstcase scenario, we are asking in advance if you can assist in any way. If you answered yes to any of the above
questions, please email us at petstehama@gmail.com or message us on Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/PETSTehama or call us at 527-8702. If we hear from you, we will forward a
simple form which, when filled out, will allow us to build an effective Volunteer Response Team. The team
will work with PETS, a volunteer non-profit organization, who will provide assistance, as needed, to
Tehama County‟s public agencies of Animal Services, and the Sheriff‟s office to save and help as many
animals that we possibly can in our county. Your help is important.
The motto “Be Prepared and Be Aware”, of this fire season, cannot be said enough. With regard to it, I
highly recommend that you cut and save the following information to a location that is easily viewed and
accessible in event of an emergency.
In the event of a wildfire, the Cal Fire Tehama Glen Unit 528-5199 (http://www.tehamacountyfire.org/)
Fire Department and the Tehama County Sheriff‟s Office, 529-7900, will notify and assist with any
evacuation of residents.
The Tehama County Sheriff‟s Reverse 9-1-1 automatically calls a resident‟s non-cellular telephone number
to notify them of emergencies. If you wish notification via a cellular number instead, download the
appropriate form at http://www.tehamaso.org/emergency_form.htm and return it to the Tehama County
Sheriff‟s office.
Emergency Alert System announcements will be on local radio stations KFBK 1530 AM and KTHU 100.7
FM. Television stations, KRCR Channel 7 (http://www.krcrtv.com/wildfire/16196594), KHSL Channel 12
and KNVN Channel 24 (http://www.actionnewsnow.com/home/) will also have EAS announcements and

will provide news updates. The Daily News (http://www.redbluffdailynews.com/ ), The Redding Record
Searchlight (http://www.redding.com/) and The Chico Enterprise Record (http://www.chicoer.com/ ) will
post updated news to their websites. In addition, current fire incident information will be found at Cal Fire
(http://cdfdata.fire.ca.gov/incidents/incidents_current) and Yuba Net (http://yubanet.com/fire.php ).
The American Red Cross of Northeastern California at 673-1460 or 1-855-891-7325
(http://www.redcross.org/ca/yuba-city/local-programs-services/disaster-services ) will establish shelters
for short-term housing and care of evacuees. They will only allow service animals and not family pets
inside their shelters. Be sure to arrange other housing for your pets‟ safety prior to a disaster. If you choose
not to go to the Red Cross shelter, still contact them to provide information about your location, in the
event anyone is attempting to locate you.
For any emergency information contact the Tehama County Sheriff‟s Office at 529-7900. Please do not call
local Fire Stations to report an emergency or to ask for fire information. If you have an emergency, contact
9-1-1 to report it.
Please remember, if a major disaster happens, the whole community may be affected, and help may not
come immediately. If a wildfire is approaching, be proactive. Listen to Emergency Alert System
announcements and get ready to leave.
In addition, all of us at PETS hope to hear from you. We also want to be ready and without your
tremendous assistance, we will not be able to do what needs to be done, should disaster strike. Please
contact us, as soon as possible, and let us know how you can help. Thank you.
Ronnie Casey is vice president of PETS — Providing Essentials for Tehama Shelter. She can be reached at
rmcredbluff@gmail.com. For more information about PETS, visit petstehama.org.

PETS: Be ready to evacuate in case of fire
POSTED: 07/04/15

Many of us remember the Weed fire where more than 1,500 residents had to flee, some with only a few
minutes‟ warning. This year, according to Cal Fire on June 26 they have already responded to more than
2,700 wildfires. It is not beyond the realm of possibility that a wildfire disaster may cause you to leave your
home at a moment‟s notice. Are you prepared?
If you must evacuate, do not leave your pets behind. Unfortunately, emergency public shelters will only
permit service animals and will not accept family pets inside their facilities for health and safety reasons.
It‟s important that you make other arrangements for your pets‟ protection and safety. Call motels away
from known hazard areas. Make sure they allow pets, and ask if there are any restrictions on size and
number allowed. Many will waive, in cases of severe emergencies, “no pet” policies. Ask dependable friends
or relatives, who live away from the area, if your pets could stay with them during an emergency. Also, ask
if they would possibly care for them for an extended period if you should lose your residence. Contact
veterinary clinics and ask if they during an emergency can board your pet. Locate boarding kennels, again
preferably away from hazard areas, to determine what is available. Inquire as to who stays on the premises
with the animals and what provisions are made if they need to evacuate. Contact local animal shelters and
rescues and ask if in the event of disaster, they provide any emergency shelter. Be sure your pets‟
vaccinations are up-to-date. If you plan to board your pet, most facilities will require proof of current
rabies, distemper, parvo and bordetella vaccinations.
If you must leave your pets behind when evacuating, leave them loose inside your home with dry food and
plenty of water. To provide extra water, open a faucet and let it drip into a container or fill a bathtub or
open the toilet. Never leave your pet chained outside or tied up. Place a notice outside, stating what pets
are home. Provide a contact phone number, and the name and number of your veterinarian.

Put together a pet emergency supply box. It should include a minimum of three days food and water for all
your pets. Do not forget to add feeding dishes and a can opener. Add these other essential items: A first aid
kit that includes a two-week supply of any medications the pet requires; a sheet that lists dietary
restrictions, feeding schedules, etc. and photocopies of medical records with proof of all vaccinations. Have
separate pet records, which include: name, age, type, sex, and breed of pet; a contact name with address,
phone number and area code; distinguishing characteristics; whether the pet is spayed/neutered.
Microchip your pet before disaster strikes. If you and your pet are separated, it will increase your chances
of reuniting. In case you need to create “Lost” notices, have a current photo of the pet.
Keep in mind that animals react differently under stress. For this reason, it is important that you have dogs
securely leashed or crated and cats placed in transport carriers. All animals should have a collar with an
identification tag attached. If easily taken, pet beds and toys can help reduce stress. If cats are involved, do
not forget a litter pan, scoopable litter, plastic bags, and scooper. Additional supplies that can be useful are
blankets and towels (paper and cloth), plastic trash bags, a flashlight with extra batteries, and cleaning
products.
If you have other pets such as birds, reptile or amphibian (herptile) pets, hamsters, mice, guinea pigs, etc.,
also prepare their specific evacuation items. Have a secure carrier large enough to comfortably contain the
animal. Styrofoam insulated boxes can be used as temporary shelter for reptiles. Place proper identification
on all carriers including pet information, your name, address, and contact phone numbers with area code.
For birds, have a cage cover available to keep them calm and protected. Spray bottles are also extremely
useful. They can moisten a bird‟s feathers or help maintain the higher humidity some herptiles require. Do
not forget adequate water and appropriate food. Fresh vegetables or fruits may not be quickly available
during a disaster, so be sure to keep frozen items ready for emergencies. If your herptile feeds on live food,
remember to consider this for evacuation as well.
If you want to learn more, The American Veterinary Medical Association provides a free booklet that
includes information for a wide variety of animals and can be downloaded
athttps://ebusiness.avma.org/ProductCatalog/product.aspx?ID=140.
Ronnie Casey is vice president of PETS — Providing Essentials for Tehama Shelter. She can be reached at
rmcredbluff@gmail.com. For more information about PETS, visit petstehama.org.

PETS: Fire season and your animals
POSTED: 06/27/15
Summer is officially here and, with the increased drought situation, it does not take a “rocket scientist” to realize this
could be one of Tehama County’s worst fire seasons. Over the next few weeks, I will be dedicating this column to being
prepared, how you can help, and will provide emergency contact information to keep handy.
Most of the articles I write relate to domestic pets. Large animals such as horses, cattle, sheep, goats, and pigs are such an
integral part of this county that we must include them in any disaster preparation. The following information provided
primarily addresses horses, however, many of the basic principles can be applied to the other animals.
All the animals should have some form of identification. Tattoos, brands, and microchips cannot be lost and can help you
prove ownership if you are separated from your livestock. Keep photos that highlight identifying marks and copies of
registration papers and ownership records with you at all times in a waterproof bag. In addition, provide a temporary ID
on the animal that is easy to spot and includes a contact phone number with area code that will allow anyone to reach you.
Some options for temporary identification are: use a livestock crayon and write your name, and phone number on the
animal; use clippers to shave the same information in its coat, or attach a band or tag with the necessary information
written in waterproof ink to either its halter or by braiding it into tail or mane. Be sure to post emergency contact
numbers at your barn and on your pasture fence.
Ensure that, whether you stay or evacuate, there is adequate food and water available. Have enough feed and hay to last
a minimum of three days. Dehydration is a major cause of death for animals in any disaster. For horses, calculate a
minimum of 12 gallons per horse per day and, again, store enough for a minimum of three days. If necessary, add chlorine
bleach at two drops per quart of water to purify.
Prepare an emergency first aid kit. Extra halters and leads, first-aid supplies, and flashlights are especially important.

Check with your veterinarian to find out what he/she recommends to be included in the first aid kit. If any animal is on
long-term medication, keep at least a two-week supply available. Keep copies of medical records, including a history of
vaccinations, with the kit.
Evacuate your animals whenever possible. Do not wait until the last minute to start evacuating! Create a list of friends,
relatives, etc. who would be willing to board them. Familiarize yourself with organizations in the area that are prepared to
rescue and shelter them. Temporary housing might include boarding stables, veterinarians, and fairgrounds. Map out
alternate evacuation routes in advance. In addition, access roads may be blocked and you might have to meet at a central
collection point that trailers can reach. Therefore, plan alternative ways to get the animals off the property.
Have sufficient vehicles and trailers available for transporting your animals, or know where to obtain them quickly. If
you do not have your own truck and trailer, make a prior arrangement with a local company or neighbor before disaster
strikes. In addition, train to load. A panic situation is not the time to teach or learn this skill. In emergencies, those
animals that do not load easily are often left behind.
If evacuation is not possible, livestock will be safer in a pasture than in a barn that could collapse or burn. Make sure that
there is easy access to clean water and forage. Do not rely on automatic watering systems. Power may be lost. In the case
of horses, if you leave the halter on to facilitate catching them later, be sure to use a breakaway style. Other types can
snag on branches, etc. and trap the horse. Remember, in battling a wildfire, firefighters will do what they can but they are
not responsible for evacuating your livestock.
As a final note, animals can become fearful and, as a result, difficult to control during a disaster. Therefore, whether you
own one small animal or a herd of large horses, your safety is paramount. You cannot help them survive if you are injured.
The best thing you can do for yourself and your animals in the event of any emergency is to plan before disaster strikes.
Ronnie Casey is vice president of PETS — Providing Essentials for Tehama Shelter. She can be reached at
rmcredbluff@gmail.com. For more information about PETS, visit petstehama.org.

PETS: Take your dog to work next week
POSTED: 06/20/15,

Take Your Dog To Work Day is Friday, June 26. Pet Sitters International (PSI) created the day in 1999 to
celebrate how dogs are great companions and to encourage adoptions from local shelters and rescues. PSI
believes that, through events like this, non-pet owners are able to observe, first-hand, the special bond
people have with pets and will be encouraged to adopt a furry friend of their own. In addition, for those
who have other types of pets, the entire week, leading up to the 26th, is Take Your Pet To Work Week™.
The entire week is not only focused on celebrating the value of pets in the workplace, but to enforce the
idea that adopting a homeless pet is the way to go.
Less than 300 businesses participated in the first celebration in 1999. Since then, tens of thousands of
companies in the United States, Canada, The United Kingdom, and Australia have participated. In
addition, companies such as Facebook, Ben & Jerry‟s, Amazon, Huffington Post, and Google allow dogs to
come to work daily because they believe that having dogs in the workplace enhances quality of work.
Supporting this belief are studies conducted by institutions such as Central Michigan University and The
Society for Industrial and Organizational Psychology. Both found that when dogs were present, employees
were more likely to trust each other and collaborate more effectively. In addition, according to a survey
conducted by American Pet Products Manufacturers Association (APPA), companies which allowed pets in
the workplace had lower absenteeism rates, and employees were more willing to work overtime.
As an employer, why would you want to participate? Many businesses, due to increased costs, have had to
reduce employee benefits. This is an affordable benefit that shows employees that their employer not only
cares about them but also recognize the importance of pets in their lives. Involvement enhances a
company‟s ties within the community and can augment any existing relationships with shelters, rescue
groups, and pet focused businesses. Most of all, participation actively shows that the company supports the
adoption of homeless animals.
If a company cannot allow dogs or pets in the workplace, they can still help celebrate and promote the day.
A business could organize a fundraiser and assign the funds to a local animal charity, shelter or rescue
group. Creativity is the key. Businesses can hold wish-list drives, photo contests, etc., to raise money. Use
the day to educate employees about local homeless pets, the health benefits of having a pet, and pet care,
by inviting a representative from local pet charities and rescues, vet clinics, etc., to come and speak.

For those first-time employers who are willing to allow dogs in the workplace for the day, send out a
memorandum to all employees regarding the guidelines for the day. Be sure to include where Fido is
allowed to go, and what areas are strictly off-limits, taking into consideration anyone who may be allergic,
among other considerations. It would also be wise to require that all dogs be spayed or neutered and up-todate on shots. Highlight that dog aggression will not be tolerated and that the owner of a dog displaying
hostile behavior will be asked to remove his pet immediately. Outline items such as what to do in case of a
“doggy” accident and how others should approach an unfamiliar dog.
Employees can ensure the day is a success by observing a few courtesies. Check to see if anyone is allergic
or has a fear of being in the proximity of dogs. Be sure that where the animal will be located is safe, and
there are no hazardous materials easily accessible. First impressions are usually lasting, so a trip to the
groomer beforehand helps create a good one. Not all animals like being in unfamiliar environments. If the
animal is aggressive, shy, fearful, or not well behaved around strangers, it is probably best he stay home.
Bring items that help ensure not only the dog‟s safety and comfort but coworkers too. A baby gate to block
an opening, or a portable kennel, keeps the animal from wandering unsupervised. Bring along food, treats,
dishes, chew toys, a leash, paper towels, and clean-up bags. Be sure that adequate clean water is available.
Locate appropriate areas where the animal can go to the bathroom and be sure to clean up any messes.
With a little preparation and consideration, taking your dog to work can be a fun day for humans and
canines alike.
Ronnie Casey is vice president of PETS — Providing Essentials for Tehama Shelter. She can be reached at
rmcredbluff@gmail.com. For more information about PETS, visit petstehama.org.

PETS: Animals fall victim in disposable
society
POSTED: 06/13/15

We have become a disposable society. If something no longer suits us, becomes inconvenient or simply
does not meet the needs we thought we had, the solution is to discard it. Whether the object is inanimate or
alive, we leave it behind and move on. Often without a second thought or feelings of remorse, we discard
old shoes and spouses with equal recklessness. It is often also the same for pets.
This past week, 68 animals in a seven-day period entered the doors of the Tehama County Animal Care
Center. Among the many brought in were puppies and kittens too young and weak to care for themselves,
dogs with the infirmities of age and multiple animals with injuries or illnesses. Others arrived because they
were inconvenient or were no longer cute or necessary. These animals became some of the living
disposables of society.
Puppies bred to make a quick buck which were not sold, old dogs/cats who for many years were loyal
faithful companions and pets acquired that perhaps needed just a little extra attention were readily given
up. Animal Control brought in a steady stream of others found. Small dogs left to fend for themselves in a
harsh world filled with predators. Large dogs used to protect illegal activities, abandoned because they no
longer served a criminal‟s need. Not taken into the equation is that each one was and is a living, breathing
entity capable of feeling pain and experiencing fear. These animals became too much trouble to deal with.
They became as disposable as a chewed-up piece of gum. They became someone else‟s problem.
The news is rampant with stories of how many in society expect someone else to deal with their difficulties
and solve the very problems they created for themselves. They blatantly refuse to take responsibility for
their actions. How often do we hear it is society‟s fault? How often do we hear it is because of the way the
person was raised, or that they did not have the same opportunities as someone else or that no-one

understands the entire situation? The list and the excuses are endless, almost as endless as the constant
influx of unwanted animals.
With the indiscriminate disposal of these pets, a shelter that is already undersized, underfunded, and
understaffed becomes exceedingly overcrowded. In 2014, the Tehama County Animal Care Center, with
only 48 dog kennels and 26 cat enclosures, took in 2,163 cats and dogs. I hope you who are reading this
find that figure as appalling as I do.
In order for these abysmal figures to change, we must also change. Where do we begin? We begin by
accepting full responsibility for our actions. We begin by understanding that our commitment to our pets is
more than just a “feed and water” situation on a temporary basis. We begin by not only educating
ourselves, but by helping to teach others that indiscriminate breeding can end with the loss of the precious
lives we allowed to happen. We begin by understanding that commitment to an animal means for “better
or worse” not “only while it is easy”. We begin by raising our pets with as much forethought as we raise
children, and we teach our children these same lessons.
All life is worthy of our compassion and respect. When we devalue one life, whether animal or human, we
diminish all of us. If we are to ensure that animals stop ending up in the shelter, then we need to stop
disposing of them like yesterday‟s garbage.
Ronnie Casey is vice president of PETS — Providing Essentials for Tehama Shelter. She can be reached at
rmcredbluff@gmail.com. For more information about PETS, visit petstehama.org.

PETS: The world is full of mutts and moggies
POSTED: 06/06/15
For many of us, our ancestry is an integral part of our being. When asked about our heritage, more often
than not we describe ourselves as a Heinz 57. Even those of us who consider ourselves purebred would
probably find, if we went back far enough, that our ancestors mixed it up a bit.
In the world of dogs and cats, we would be known as either a mutt or a moggy. According to the dictionary,
definition of a mutt is a dog of unknown ancestry and a moggy is defined as a cat which does not have a
pedigree or is otherwise unremarkable.
These animals, not deemed pedigreed, are repeatedly looked upon with disdain, as if not being of pure
descent is somehow inferior. Yet, pureness of lineage does not necessarily equate to being exemplary. Like
humans, many factors come into play. The way one is raised, life experiences, and even environment all
play a part in personality formation. Pure genes do not necessarily mean good ones. Even members in my
own family, though I am ashamed to admit it, have voiced their feelings regarding the inferiority of mutts
and moggies. I do find a sense of humor in it, however, since these people are of the Heinz variety, too.
Our country‟s shelters are inundated with animals. Each day more arrive and, unfortunately, not all are
adopted, rescued or returned to their original owner. It‟s a harsh reality many choose to ignore. Has fate
dealt an ugly hand to only the mutts and moggies? No, many coming into the shelter system are also “pure”
and pedigreed. According to the National Council on Pet Population Study and Policy, 25 per cent of dogs
found in shelters are purebred who also have the same chances as their mixed counterparts of finding a
future. Due to circumstances beyond their control, under the same roof, and facing an uncertain future,
they are also viewed as either mutts or moggies.
The purpose here is not to extol the virtues of purebred over mixed breeds or vice versa. The advantages
and disadvantages of both have proven to be the fodder for numerous articles and discussions. The

purpose is to bring attention to the cats and dogs in our shelter, who were forsaken by their guardians for
one reason or another. Each one deserves much more than what fate has dealt them. Each one deserves a
home.
In 2012, nationally, only 20% of owned dogs and 26% of owned cats were adopted from animal shelters. In
Tehama County during that same year, 26.8% of dogs and 32.8% of cats were adopted from the county
shelter. In 2014, those local figures increased to 31.2% of dogs and 38.8% of cats being adopted. While the
percentages are still low, it is good to see that more homeless animals are getting another chance at a better
life. It is the hope of the staff, volunteers and supporters that these numbers will continue to bloom.

PETS: Cooperation key in dealing with feral
cats
POSTED: 05/30/15

Last week‟s article caused quite a stir. The problem of feral cats hit a nerve with a great many people.
Everyone agreed it was a large problem. There were suggestions offered regarding possible solutions. Each
one had valid points and encompassed the key factors of spaying and neutering and caring properly for our
domestic pets. However, unless we as a community unite and actively work towards reducing the numbers
of new feral cats and kittens, the situation will continue to spiral out of control.
National animal welfare organizations like HSUS, the ASPCA, Best Friends Animal Society, and PetSmart
Charities, along with numerous municipalities throughout the United States support Trap-Neuter-Return
(TNR). The American Bird Conservatory with its Cats Indoors Program —
http://www.abcbirds.org/abcprograms/policy/cats/index.html — and The Wildlife Society do not. Though
these groups disagree on TNR, all the groups are united regarding the necessity of spaying and neutering,
the safety of keeping domestic cats indoors or in a contained outdoor facility, providing permanent
identification, educating the public, supporting local shelters, and being responsible pet guardians.
Almost everyone in the community can agree that the ultimate goal is fewer feral cats. The source of
contention is how to achieve the result. Options discussed for control have included doing nothing, killing
feral cats on site or removing them for euthanasia, removing and relocating them to sanctuaries, etc.,
socializing and rehabilitating them so they become adoptable, utilizing contraceptives, TNR, and stricter
laws, regulations, and penalties. If we take “doing nothing” out of the mix, each potential solution involves
time, money, commitment and people.
In addition to the above possible solutions, we must also focus on the sources and issues contributing to
the problem. There are many reasons why people abandon their pets or allow them to roam freely without
being spayed or neutered and without proper identification. Unless we can identify the why, we cannot
appropriately intervene and provide assistance. However, intervention also involves time, money,
commitment, and people.
There are no easy answers or cheap quick fixes. In 2008/2009 a Feral Cat Ad Hoc Board Committee was
formed to address the concerns, problems and ideas on how to decrease feral cat populations in Tehama
County. They, too, realized there was not one single simple solution, even though TNR was the favored
option. Personally, I also support TNR. While it may not be everyone‟s ideal, it does help to curb
overpopulation. In addition, according to numerous studies, TNR decreases nuisance behaviors since
neutered cats typically will roam less, fight less, spray less, and yowl less.
For those interested in TNR and wishing to spay/neuter (S/N) feral cats in their area, the following provide
discounted S/N services to Tehama County residents: Red Bluff Veterinary Clinic in Red Bluff — 527-1886
— offers feral S/N on the first Wednesday of every month. The Mill Creek Veterinary Clinic in Los Molinos
— 384-1700 — offers feral S/N on the last Friday of every month. Haven Humane Society in Anderson —
241-1568 — offers feral S/N Monday thru Friday. In addition, SAFE in the North State — 410-6303

or http://www.safenorthstate.org/cats_sn_programs.html — offers feral S/N vouchers. Because each
clinic and organization has specific criteria to be met, please contact them directly.
Whether you support and endorse TNR or not, ignoring the feral cat problem will not make it go away. We
should first agree that our entire community must embrace and implement a variety of approaches to have
a lasting impact in curtailing the feral cat problem. Secondly, as individuals we should see how we can
work with our community‟s public agencies, shelter, veterinarians, and rescue groups to help reduce feral
cat populations. In many instances, small steps taken can eventually solve large problems. All we, as
individuals, need to do is take the first step.
Ronnie Casey is vice president of PETS — Providing Essentials for Tehama Shelter. She can be reached at
rmcredbluff@gmail.com. For more information about PETS, visit petstehama.org.

PETS: County no exception for feral cats
POSTED: 05/23/15,

Not a week goes by that I do not hear someone talk about the feral cat problem in Tehama County. In many
other areas around the world, for centuries ferals have comprised a large portion of local stray animal
populations. Tehama is no exception.
All ferals are strays, but not all strays are feral. A stray may be someone‟s companion cat who became lost,
or had been intentionally abandoned. These socialized cats are adoptable and can be reintroduced into a
home. Adult feral cats are not socialized and are not considered adoptable. They may be former pets who,
over time, regressed to a wild state or they may be the offspring of felines who did not reunite with their
guardians.
Colonies are groups of ferals living together. They can be a combination of ferals and strays that share
territory and a food source. Unfortunately, these colonies can grow from a couple of cats to hundreds as
each new generation of kittens is born. If these kittens never have human contact, they will also grow into
fearful wild cats. Unless a rescue is available to take the adults, an extremely high probability for
euthanasia occurs if brought into a shelter. However, feral kittens under eight weeks of age have an
increased chance of not sharing the same fate if there are people readily available to socialize them.
Ferals, avoiding humans, live in the shadows and hidden spots of our community, and struggle desperately
to exist. Food sources, often provided by dumpsters and garbage or the rodents that feast on the same, are
limited. Some ferals are lucky enough to receive food from benevolent people who do not wish them to
starve. Unfortunately, as well intentioned as these people are, they may be inadvertently contributing to
the overall problem if they do not concurrently spay or neuter. The community where the cats live often
views them with disdain due to the cat‟s scavenging, mating, and territorial behaviors. In addition, the
perpetuated misinformation about the effects on wildlife does nothing to aid these animals. Their life, like
any other domestic pet who does not have a human guardian, is fret with illness, injury, starvation, and
predation.
For many, the way to deal with these woe-begotten creatures is simply to eradicate them and the colonies
in which they live. Research has shown us that this is not an effective fix. Even though the quantity of cats
in a locale is reduced, the solution is temporary. Any survivors will continue to breed and other breeding
cats will move into the vacancy created.
The only proven method to manage feral cat colonies is Trap-Neuter-Return (TNR). TNR is not about
rescuing or eradicating every feral. It is about reducing the number of feral cats in a given area and

lowering intake euthanasia rates. It is also about creating a better environment for both the cats and the
people around them.
With TNR, each cat in a colony is trapped and transported to a veterinary clinic. At the clinic, the animal is
vaccinated, spayed or neutered, and ear-tipped (the ear is trimmed) to identify them as ferals who were
sterilized. Once recovered, the cats are returned to their original colony. Ideally, a “caretaker”, who is either
an individual or a committed group of people, provides food, water, and shelter to the cats. In addition, the
caretaker monitors the cats for illness or injury and also for any newcomers who would require TNR. A
comprehensive resource for caretakers, or those interested in TNR, is “The Neighborhood Cat TNR
Handbook: A Guide to Trap- Neuter- Return for the Feral Cat Caretaker”. It is available to read or
download at no charge at http://www.neighborhoodcats.org/article/HOME/142.
Society, in general, would prefer that there were no feral cats. Ways to help prevent ferals is to avoid the
initial actions that perpetuate the situation. Ensure that pets are not only safely contained but, if lost, that
they have some form of identification on them in order to assure their guardian is contacted. Do not
abandon domestic pets and force them to learn to fend for themselves in unfamiliar, unfriendly
environments. In addition, do not let unsprayed/unneutered cats roam free. Better yet, spay or neuter all
your pets.
Feral cats may never become beloved household companions, but that does not mean their life has no
value. Both they and we are part of this community. It is up to us to find solutions to coexist. Next week, I
will discuss TNR in greater depth, along with its alternatives.
Ronnie Casey is vice president of PETS — Providing Essentials for Tehama Shelter. She can be reached at
rmcredbluff@gmail.com. For more information about PETS, visit petstehama.org.

A guide to dog bite prevention
By Ronnie Casey
POSTED: 05/16/15,

The Journal of the American Veterinary Medical Association (AVMA), in 2013, published the most
complete study of dog bite-related fatalities since the first study was conducted in the 1970s. Based on the
investigation completed, the researchers identified multiple controllable factors in these fatalities. For
many of us the situations are not surprising.
The following, according to the AVMA study, were contributing factors in dog bites. An able-bodied person
was not present to intervene in the situation. The victim did not have a relationship with the dog. The dog‟s
guardian failed to spay/neuter the animal. The victim, because of age or physical condition, was not able to
control the dog. The dog‟s guardian kept the animal as a “resident” rather than a family pet. The guardian
had previously mishandled the dog or had either abused or neglected the dog.
The National Canine Research Council (NCRC) defines “resident” dogs as those whose guardian isolates
them from regular, positive human interaction. This isolation results in behaviors that are different from a
family dog. Whereas, when a dog is actively included into the family, that dog is more likely to learn
appropriate behavior through regular, positive interaction.
Dog bite-related fatalities are extremely rare. To put it in perspective, in the United States, with a human
population of over 318 million, and an owned canine population estimated at over 83 million, there were
41 confirmed cases in 2014. However, again in the US, more than 4.7 million people were bitten by dogs.
While the majority did not result in an injury requiring treatment, approximately one-half of the bites that
required medical attention involved children. It is also essentail to note that the highest incidence of
injuries occurred with children five to nine years of age.

Knowing that children are the most common victims of dog bites, it is important not to leave a young child
unsupervised with a dog. Teaching children to be gentle, to respect the dog‟s space and rest, and not to
approach an unfamiliar dog can go far in preventing bites.
We also know that major contributors to bites are under socialization and improper training. Have your
dog become an integral part of the family. Dogs are highly social and, when frequently left alone for long
periods, they have a much greater chance of having behavior problems like aggression. Begin early
consistent reward-based training to effectively teach expectations and provide mental stimulation.
Gradually expose the dog to a variety of people and places so it can feel at ease. Dogs who are distressed
can become aggressive or fear-bite. Therefore, allow the dog to work at its own speed and definitely do not
force an uncomfortable situation upon it.
Be a responsible pet owner. Be aware of your pet‟s health. Pain resulting from an illness or injury can affect
behavior. Spay or neuter your dog as soon as possible. Multiple studies have shown that neutered dogs are
less likely to bite. Obey leash laws and do not allow your dog to roam the neighborhood. If the dog is loose
in a yard, be sure that the fencing and gates are secure.
Since dogs do not have the ability to talk, understanding their body language can help us know when
something is amiss. Dogs cannot talk to us and tell us when something is wrong. When dogs are scared,
their body and face will appear tense and rigid and they will try to look small, cowering close to the ground
and tucking their tail between their legs. They also might look slightly away, lick their lips, and yawn. An
aggressive dog will do the opposite. They will try to look bigger. Fur may stand up, especially along the
spine. Ears might also be erect and pushed forward. In addition, it is important to realize a wagging tail
does not necessarily mean the dog is feeling friendly.
If interested in learning more about dog-bite prevention, both the American Veterinary Medical
Association www.avma.org/public/Pages/Dog-Bite-Prevention.aspx and the ASPCAwww.aspca.org/petcare/virtual-pet-behaviorist/dog-behavior/dog-bite-prevention websites provide helpful additional
information.
Through education, the understanding of dog behavior, and the continued enforcement of anti-cruelty laws
and prosecution of animal abusers the instances of dog bites can be lowered.
Ronnie Casey is vice president of PETS — Providing Essentials for Tehama Shelter. She can be reached at
rmcredbluff@gmail.com. For more information about PETS, visit petstehama.org.

PETS: Microchip your pets
By Ronnie Casey
POSTED: 05/09/15

Lost pets and their guardians deserve to be reunited. Even though a person may be a responsible pet
guardian, accidents do happen and pets escape yards. Current estimates are that one out of every three
pets becomes lost at least once in their life. In addition, according to a study conducted by the Journal of
the American Veterinary Medical Association, only about 22% of lost dogs and less than 2% of lost cats that
entered shelters were reunited with their guardians. However, the return-to-owner rate for microchipped
dogs was over 52%, and for microchipped cats it was over 38%. The odds of a pet being returned to its
owner dramatically increase with microchipping.
Even though there are other ways to identify your pet, such as name tags or licenses attached to collars, it is
also possible that the collar can slide off, be removed, or the tags become difficult to read. A microchip is
one form of permanent identification. The additional benefit is that a microchip has an average life
expectancy of 25 years.

Microchipping is a relatively simple procedure done by a veterinarian or at your local shelter. It is like
giving an injection to your pet. In a matter of seconds this small computer chip, no larger than a grain of
rice, is injected just under your pet‟s skin, between the shoulder blades. There is no need to leave your pet
at a clinic, you can be present during the injection, no anesthetic is required, and your pet will not
experience any more distress than it would when getting its annual vaccinations.
After the injection, a test scan is done to ensure that the chip is functioning correctly. A form is completed
that records the microchip identification number, along with guardian contact information, pet name and
description, and veterinarian or shelter contact information. This form is then sent to the registry of the
particular brand of chip. Additionally, free of charge, you can register any brand or frequency of microchip,
add pets, and update contact information online at Found Animals Microchip Registry
(https://microchipregistry.foundanimals.org/). Whenever a lost pet is located, Found Animals provides an
alert system. Whatever registry is utilized, it is important to remember to keep all contact information
current. There have been numerous instances of strays with microchips being brought into a shelter and,
unfortunately, the owner cannot be located because the information provided is outdated.
Every microchip contains a 9, 10 or 15 digit identification number and the phone number of its registry. A
microchip does not store any personal information. In addition, a microchip cannot function as a GPS
since it does not contain a power source. The chip will not do anything until a handheld scanner is passed
over it. At that time, the scanner reads the radio frequency of the implanted chip and displays the ID and
registry phone number. If your pet arrives at a shelter or vet clinic, they will immediately scan for a chip
and contact the registry displayed to get your name and phone number to reunite your missing pet with
you.
If you have not microchipped your pet because of cost, please reconsider. The Tehama County Animal Care
Center at 1830 Walnut St., Red Bluff will microchip for $15. Additionally, in Tehama County, VIP Pet Care
(1-800-427-7973) will microchip for $15 and are at Tractor Supply, 249 Main St., Red Bluff every Sunday
3:45-5 p.m. Vet clinics will also microchip and the fees will vary depending upon any additional services
provided.
Microchipping your pet will help give you peace of mind. If your pet is lost, you know that your pet can be
identified if found. It also proves, without question, that you are the pet‟s owner should the need arise.
Above all else, it works. There are numerous stories of pets being reunited with their guardians after
months of being missing. The one item all had in common was that they were microchipped.
Ronnie Casey is vice president of PETS — Providing Essentials for Tehama Shelter. She can be reached at
rmcredbluff@gmail.com. For more information about PETS, visit petstehama.org.

Ronnie Casey: What happens to your pets if
something happens to you?
POSTED: 05/02/15

If something unexpected happens, be it severe illness or death, it is crucial to have arrangements in place
to provide for your pets‟ well-being. The future is uncertain and, no matter what age we are, planning to
ensure that our pets continue to receive the same care we give them is one of our duties as responsible pet
guardians.
Many times when a guardian has an unexpected accident, illness or death, their pets may be unnoticed in
the turmoil that ensues. To insure that pets are not forgotten in the confusion, you can take a few simple
advance measures.

First, identify those people who would be willing to be either temporary or permanent guardians should
something untoward happen. If you cannot find friends or relatives willing to take the responsibility,
perhaps your veterinarian, an animal rescue group or another animal related business can provide
information to assist in locating potential caregivers. Once guardians are arranged, make sure that friends
and relatives are aware of who they are and that they are also given the necessary contact information. In
addition, carry an “Alert Card” with you at all times. The card will inform authorities that you have pets at
home and whom they need to contact to oversee their care.
Post “In Case of Emergency” signs on doors or windows which lists how many and what types of pets are in
the home to alert any emergency personnel that arrive. Be sure to keep the information current. The
ASPCA provides a free safety pack that includes window decal alerts.
Visithttps://www.aspca.org/form/free-pet-safety-pack for details. In addition, fasten in an easily seen
location a listing of emergency contact names and numbers that responding personnel can notify should
you be unable to care for your pets.
Create information sheets for each pet you have. These documents will provide the necessary information
that a guardian will require. Even if you do not have a definitive future plan for your pets, the information
will prove to be invaluable in helping find them a new home should the need arise. If you would like a pet
information sheet, please email petstehama@gmail.com and we will be happy to provide you with one. If
you would prefer to create your own, be sure to include: pet name, sex, date of birth, breed, spay/neuter
status, microchip ID No., license issuer location and tag number, diet, special needs, medical conditions
and medications given, behavior traits, veterinary information, daily routine, and any other pertinent
information that will prove beneficial to a future caregiver. These sheets should be readily accessible and
should be distributed to anyone who might care for your pet.
There are many options when planning for the future of your pet. The best way to be sure your wishes are
fulfilled is to make arrangements that specifically cover the pets‟ care. It would be in the pets‟ best interests
that you consult an attorney to draw up a will, trust or other legal document that outlines your specific
wants, including what funds will be allotted for the care of the pets.
It is especially important to develop a plan if you have more than one pet and want them to stay together.
One person may not be willing, or able, to take care of all your animals. There are facilities that can house
and care for multiple animals and provide long-term care. However, understand that your pets are
companion animals and have received your loving care and affection for some time, and may become
distressed by being confined on a long-term basis. Before making any decision, visit the facility to witness
how the animals will be treated, and be sure to choose a reputable organization with an established record
of care.
If you want to prevent your pets from becoming homeless, with the possibility of ending up in a shelter
facing an unknown future, then now is the perfect time to formulate a plan in case something unexpected
happens to you.
Ronnie Casey is vice president of PETS — Providing Essentials for Tehama Shelter. She can be reached at
rmcredbluff@gmail.com. For more information about PETS, visit petstehama.org.

PETS: Do your part to end cruelty to
animals
POSTED: 04/25/15, 7:35 AM PDT |

Daily I view horrific pictures of abused animals who were lucky enough to be rescued, on various web sites,
blogs, Facebook pages, etc. I also read the numerous appalling histories that accompany those images and

daily my blood boils in rage. However, being upset or outraged will not change anything unless action is
borne. Last week‟s article covered recognizing animal abuse, the important first action for us to take. This
week will feature what other actions you can generate to help abused animals.
Once you notice signs of abuse or neglect, it is vital to the animal‟s welfare that you report it immediately to
the local authorities. In the city limits of Red Bluff, call the Red Bluff Police Department (527-3131). In the
city limits of Corning, call the Corning Police Department (824-7000). Anywhere in Tehama County other
than the above locations, call the Tehama County Sheriff‟s Office (529-7900 ext. 1).
Provide as much information as you possibly can when reporting abusive situations. Any details provided
can go a long way towards assisting investigating officers. Be sure to write down a factual statement of
what you witnessed, who was involved, the date and time of the incident, and where the abuse occurred.
Videos and photographs can also help. If there are others who have also witnessed the incident, be sure to
provide their names. Please, do not be hesitant about standing up for those who cannot speak. Abused
animals have no chance for survival unless we do the right thing.
If you do not receive a response within a reasonable period, do not hesitate to contact a supervisor. If you
are still not getting an appropriate response, contact the Tehama County District Attorney‟s office (5273053), or your local government representative, or, if all else fails, the media. Animal cruelty is a heinous
crime. In fact, the Federal Bureau of Investigation has classified animal cruelty — like arson, burglary,
kidnapping and homicide — a Group A felony. If a crime is committed against an animal under the new
classification, it will be considered a “crime against society”. If we truly wish to create a safer community, it
is imperative that our local law enforcement and prosecutors also take animal cruelty seriously.
Children are our hope for the future and it is through us that they learn how to treat animals with
compassion and kindness. By being strong role models, whether we are guardians, relatives, friends, or
people of authority, children will mimic and practice the same acts of charity, care, and respect to animals
that we display. If we truly desire to lessen the cruelty inflicted upon animals, we must start with the
children.
Advocate for improved anti-cruelty laws and legislation fostering kindness to animals on federal, state, and
local levels. Our laws must allow animal control officers, prosecutors, and judges to expediently and
effectively pursue and prosecute cruelty and abuse issues. If we are not satisfied that animals are
designated as property, then work towards a change. Legislatures and courts will only recognize their
obligation to protect animals if society fervently demands that they do so. Margaret Mead stated, “Never
doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed citizens can change the world. Indeed, it is the only
thing that ever has.” Become a concerned committed citizen.
Support local shelters and rescue organizations. These are the people in the trenches, dealing with the
aftermath of cruelty. Most work with extremely limited finances and available resources. Foster or adopt a
homeless animal. Volunteer your time and abilities. There are many ways you can be of assistance. Any one
of these organizations would be happy to discuss their needs with you. Donate supplies or money. Both are
often in short supply. The bottom line is, the more resources these unsung heroes can acquire, the greater
the assistance they can provide to the many casualties of abuse.
We may wonder if we, as individuals, have any power to stop animal abuse. I say that we do. Significant,
effective changes will not occur overnight. However, each day we see a bit of progress occurring. Each
positive small act taken in the right direction brings us closer to our goal of ensuring that every animal is
treated with the kindness and compassion it deserves.
Ronnie Casey is vice president of PETS — Providing Essentials for Tehama Shelter. She can be reached at
rmcredbluff@gmail.com. For more information about PETS, visit petstehama.org.

PETS: Prevention of cruelty to animals
POSTED: 04/18/15, 7:13 AM PDT |

Every day furry innocents are harmed in some reprehensible way. It is done by humans, who are often
credited to be the more evolved, therefore better, species. Since the beginning of time man‟s inhumanity to
the creatures of this earth has abounded. The forms of abuse are many and the stories are legendary. This
month is “Prevention of Cruelty to Animals” month, a perfect time for each of us to stand tall and defend
the defenseless. We know that it is impossible for one person to right all the injustices done to all the
abused creatures in this world. Nevertheless, it is our duty to help put a stop to it. If one voice can speak
up, if one person can do one action and help one animal, imagine what a hundred voices can do, what a
thousand actions can accomplish.
There are many who are unaware that they are inflicting any harm. Typically, the cruelty involves neglect
and usually arises out of ignorance or indifference to the animals‟ suffering. A person who leaves an
animal outside all day during extreme heat and forgets to fill the water bowl would be an example of this.
Hoarders are another type of “unintentional” abuser. They have no real awareness of the extreme misery
they are inflicting on the animals they claim to be helping. Intentional abuse is another matter, entirely,
and recognizing it is a “no-brainer.” Some examples of these abusers are the ones who torture and maim
for enjoyment, or the abusive spouse who harms the family pet to keep everyone in line.
The California penal code prohibits maliciously and intentionally maiming, mutilating, torturing,
wounding, or killing an animal. It also prohibits an animal from being deprived of proper food, drink, or
shelter and protection from the weather, and riding, overworking, or using an animal when it is unfit for
labor. Another statute prohibits leaving an animal in an unattended car under conditions that endanger its
health and well-being. California law also prohibits additional conduct that qualifies as animal abuse. Some
of these specific laws address: poisoning animals, transporting animals in an inhumane manner, the
conditions of animals sold in a pet stores and the confining of animals in such a manner that they become
entangled or injured and have no access to food or water.
In order to be proactive in abating cruelty, be aware of what it looks like. Learn the numerous signs
indicative of animal abuse.
Notice if an animal has a severely matted and filthy coat, and if its fur is infested with fleas or ticks. Check
if the animal has open sores, multiple healed or untreated wounds, limps, or is unable to stand and walk
normally. Observe if the animal‟s overall health is poor and if it is grossly underweight with bones clearly
noticeable. Discern if there are untreated conditions that have caused rashes, large patches of lost hair and
bumpy, scaly skin.
If an animal is consistently outside in all types of weather without an obvious source of food and water and
protective shelter, and appears to be either aggressive or fearful, it may be abused. Be aware that behavior,
alone, may not be truly indicative of cruelty. Animals may exhibit actions not considered normal for a
variety of reasons other than abuse. If the animal is kept in an area littered with feces and garbage, or
housed in something too small for adequate movement, or the guardian is often seen physically hurting it,
then the environmental factors reinforce the emotional indicators of abuse.
Animals abandoned in yards are unfortunately too common an occurrence. If a neighbor has vacated a
location leaving animals caged or tied without access to sufficient food, water, and shelter it is
abandonment, another form of abuse.
If a person accumulates multiple animals, far beyond what is allowed in city and county limits, and fails to
provide adequate care leading to dehydration, malnourishment, and death it could be indicative of animal
hoarding.
Albert Schweitzer stated, “Anyone who has accustomed himself to regard the life of any living creature as
worthless is in danger of arriving also at the idea of worthless human lives.” Cruelty to animals not only

erodes the fabric of society but also jeopardizes our own personal safety. Recognizing animal abuse is an
important first action. Next week I will discuss what you can do to “Prevent Cruelty to Animals.”
Ronnie Casey is vice president of PETS — Providing Essentials for Tehama Shelter. She can be reached at
rmcredbluff@gmail.com. For more information about PETS, visit petstehama.org.

PETS: Fostering saves lives of animals in
need
POSTED: 04/11/15, 8:24 AM PDT |

Fosters are kind people who open their hearts and homes to animals in need. Fostering really does save
lives. When you foster a homeless animal, you are giving that animal a greater chance for survival. Simply
stated, a foster is someone who cares for an animal that would not do well in a shelter environment.
Animals typically fostered at the Tehama County Animal Care Center are dogs and cats. They can be adults,
orphans or moms that are either pregnant or who are nursing their newborns. In addition, the animals
may be ill, injured or just need a place to recover from a recent surgery. Whatever the reason, and whether
you only foster once or decide to do it frequently, you will know that because of your efforts, an animal was
helped through a difficult period in its life.
When thinking about becoming a foster be aware that it is a commitment, not only to the organization for
which you are fostering, but to the animal‟s well-being. Because the animal will be a part of your home, it is
important that all family members are supportive. Additionally, consider how much time you have
available. Depending upon circumstances, fostering may take anywhere from a couple of weeks to a few
months. If you already have pets at home, consider that you might have to keep them separated from the
foster animal. Also, be honest regarding skill level and experience. Since the ultimate goal is to insure the
animal‟s health and well-being, the shelter or rescue will need to know abilities to correctly place the
animal. Be sure to ask what your financial responsibilities will be and what the shelter or rescue will cover
and provide. At the Animal Care Center they provide all food, supplies, veterinary care etc., so there is
essentially no cost to a foster.
Basic requirements fosters are expected to provide are: a nurturing environment, appropriate nutrition,
suitable shelter and adequate exercise. In addition to providing the basics, fosters may be asked to
transport the animals to veterinary appointments, adoption events, etc.
Fosters are crucial in rehabilitation situations. By assisting an animal in recovery, and providing it with a
nurturing home venue, fostering helps increase the chance of a successful move into a permanent home.
With regard to orphans, fosters become the surrogate parent, providing the care necessary for those too
young to function on their own. By providing these babies nutrition, socialization, and basic training
during their formative first eight weeks of life, fosters help to ensure the health and survival of the animal.
While fosters are needed for orphans under 8 weeks of age, pregnant or nursing moms, animals requiring
either medical treatment or a place to recover from surgery, it does not mean you are required to be a
foster in every situation. The choice is yours. For some, cats and kittens are easier to foster, because they
do not need the space or time that dogs and puppies require. For others, the preference might be small or
older dogs.
Unfortunately, finding enough fosters is often a difficult endeavor. One of the reasons is that people are
often fearful it will be difficult to let go once there is an emotional attachment. While it is hard to bring a
first foster back to the shelter, remember that he/she is now ready, because of your efforts, for that loving,
permanent home. Some of us who have fostered decided to adopt the animal and are now affectionately

called “failed fosters.” Each year, a large number of animals are born with no one to take care of them. At
the Tehama County Animal Care Center, the ability to take in these abandoned animals is directly
dependent on the number of reliable fosters they have to help. The more fosters available, the more lives
that can be saved. If you are interested in learning more about the Center‟s foster program, call Manager
Christine McClintock at 527-3439.
Fosters are an amazing group of very caring people who do everything from bottle feeding underage
orphans, to working with adult animals in need of recuperation. Fosters help ensure that these animals are
ready for human and animal interaction. They provide care, safety and most of all, love. In addition to the
benefits that both humans and pets receive from a foster situation, removing one animal from the shelter
makes room for another. For every animal that is living in a foster home another can be saved.
Ronnie Casey is vice president of PETS — Providing Essentials for Tehama Shelter. She can be reached at
rmcredbluff@gmail.com. For more information about PETS, visit petstehama.org.

PETS: What you need to know about
heartworm
POSTED: 04/04/15, 7:44 AM PDT |

Spring is officially here and with it, mosquitoes have begun their emergence. Besides being terribly
annoying, mosquitoes can carry the nematode parasite known as Dirofilaria immitis, which causes that
deadly disease known as heartworm. In companion animals, heartworm is diagnosed mainly in dogs and
less frequently in cats and ferrets. However, heartworms also live in other wild animal hosts such as
wolves, coyotes, foxes, California gray seals, sea lions, and raccoons. Make no mistake, even though the
disease is easily preventable, it is prevalent, and it is a killer.
Mosquitoes acquire the parasite while feeding on an infected host. Once ingested by the mosquito, the
parasite develops into mature infective larvae. These larvae then migrate to the “mouthpart” of the
mosquito so that when it bites, they move into the wound created and deposit themselves into the
bloodstream where they will then begin the harmful portion of their life cycle. Heartworm is only conveyed
through the bite of an infected mosquito, therefore an infected dog cannot transmit the disease to either
people or other pets.
It will take these deposited larvae approximately 6 months to mature into adult heartworms. If untreated,
these adults will mate and produce progeny, thus increasing their numbers. In addition, adult heartworms
can live for 5-7 years in dogs, thus each mosquito season can potentially increase the number of worms in
an already infected pet.
As these heartworms move through the body they can cause extensive damage to many vital organs such as
liver, lungs, kidneys, and heart. They can cause inflammation of the blood vessels, and too many of them
can cause heart failure, resulting in the pet‟s death. However, by giving a relatively inexpensive monthly
oral medication, heartworm in dogs is preventable. One may wish to give the dog the chewable pill only
during the typical mosquito season. However, because many of these preventatives also include a control
for roundworms, whipworms, or tapeworms, it is best to give it throughout the year. When initially
choosing a method of prevention, discuss it with your veterinarian. They can make recommendations
based on your pet‟s requirements.
One of the first symptoms that the animal has heartworm is coughing. Coughing up bloody mucous and
chest pain follow. Other symptoms are vomiting, weight loss, fatigue, and difficulty breathing. Some dogs
may not have any symptoms until the infection is in its late stages. Even though they may have a large

number of worms present, symptoms may not be observed in inactive dogs until a dramatic increase in
activity causes symptoms to manifest.
The best way to treat heartworms is, initially, to have x-rays and blood tests done to establish how serious
the infection is. After this, a series of injections of drugs called adulticides is administered to the dog. The
two adulticides used most commonly are derivatives of arsenic. Depending on whether all the pretreatment tests are done, or just the treatment given, costs can range anywhere between a few hundred
dollars to over a thousand. However, if you opt instead to use the common monthly preventative in a dog
with the disease, you can expect the dog to remain heartworm positive for about two years. Unfortunately,
while being treated the heartworms continue to cause permanent damage to the heart. Nevertheless, if
someone cannot afford the actual treatment, using the monthly preventative is certainly better than not
doing anything.
It is also important to remember that during and after treatment, for several months the dog must remain
quiet. After the worms begin to die, they break into pieces that may cause blockage of vital blood vessels,
which could also result in death. Keeping the dog quiet allows his/her body time to absorb the dying
worms.
If you are interested in learning more, The American Heartworm Society
(https://www.heartwormsociety.org/pet-owner-resources) provides information and resources available
for pet owners.
Our pets depend on us to take care of them. Heartworm prevention is one of the ways we can protect our
faithful companions from disease and help insure that they will have long, active lives and healthy hearts.
Ronnie Casey is vice president of PETS — Providing Essentials for Tehama Shelter. She can be reached at
rmcredbluff@gmail.com. For more information about PETS, visit petstehama.org.

PETS: Respect Your Cat Day
By Ronnie Casey
POSTED: 03/28/15, 7:38 AM PDT |

“Thousands of years ago, cats were worshipped as gods. Cats have never forgotten this.” While cats cannot
thank the anonymous author for this truism, they might want to thank Richard II of England, who issued
an edict forbidding the consumption of cats on March 28, 1384, a day now celebrated in some circles as
“Respect Your Cat Day.” Many cats would heartily agree that it is the perfect day to pay homage to the furry
feline group.
So, how do we “Respect” our cats? We begin by attempting to understand their traits, foibles and unique
characteristics. One commonality seen in all cats is their tongue, often described as feeling like sandpaper
when one is licked by it. Filiform papillae, small, backward-facing barbs covering the center, help cats hold
and scrape flesh from the bones of prey. Their spines help remove dirt and loose hair during self-grooming,
thus contributing to those ever-loved hairballs. Every cat, except the cheetah, has protractible and
retractable claws, a distinct advantage when stalking prey. Cats also have excellent night vision, an acute
sense of smell and exceptional hearing, all of which contribute to cats being amazing hunters. Until
recently, it was generally believed that only the “smaller” cats of the genus Felis (domestic, bobcats, ocelots,
lynxes, cougars, etc.) purred, the exception, again, being the cheetah. However, the “big” cats of the
Panthera genus (lions, tigers, leopards, jaguars) can produce sounds similar to purring while exhaling.
Much of the behavior of cats is reflective of their predatory nature. When they hunt, they either stalk prey
or wait to ambush it. Most breeds of cat are fond of roosting in high places. The height is believed to not
only provide an excellent location from which to pounce, but it also allows a better point from which to

observe surrounding territory. Play, especially in kittens, is important because it mimics survival skills. It
assists in the learning of how to stalk and capture quarry. In addition, play-fighting with cats or humans is
a way to practice combat skills and to reduce the fear associated with launching attacks on other animals.
Another normal behavior is scratching. The scratching occurs for various reasons: to mark territory
visually and with a scent secreted by glands located on the cat‟s paws, to remove the dead outer layer of the
front claws and to stretch and flex the cat‟s body, feet, and claws.
Having respect for your cat is making an effort to support its natural needs. Since cats have a strong prey
drive, provide toys that let them practice their hunting skills. Some will like toys they can throw around
and chase after. Other cats want you to participate by using toys that you dangle and wiggle in front of
them. Cat trees or kitty condos with room to scratch or climb and cubby holes to escape into, gives a cat
multiple ways to exercise muscles, sharpen claws, and rise above its surroundings. Even though cats are
efficient self-groomers, if they have long hair, shed a lot, or are older consider regular grooming periods. It
can definitely help the hairball situation.
Cats are actually social animals and not as aloof as often claimed. It is an old myth that cats are solitary
creatures who do not enjoy the company of humans or other cats. Those of us who live with cats have
experienced numerous instances of them following us to the bathroom, making their way onto our laps or
under our covers at night and have watched them groom and play with their other feline friends. Therefore,
if you have a one cat household, consider adopting another. Today would be a perfect time, since the
Tehama County Animal Care Center in Red Bluff is also celebrating “Respect Your Cat Day” by offering
substantially discounted adoption fees.
Respect is defined as understanding that someone or something is important and should be treated in an
appropriate way. Understanding your cat‟s true character, recognizing and supporting its natural
behaviors, is what respecting your cat is all about.
Ronnie Casey is vice president of PETS — Providing Essentials for Tehama Shelter. She can be reached at
rmcredbluff@gmail.com. For more information about PETS, visit petstehama.org.

PETS: Seniors pets for senior citizens
POSTED: 03/21/15, 6:37 AM PDT |

Last week‟s focus was children‟s interaction with animals and the resulting “brighter tomorrow” that was
possible because of those relationships. Children, however, are not the only ones within our community
who can benefit from the companionship of a pet. Many of our senior citizens can, as well. This week I am
extremely delighted to talk about a recent program instituted, through the collaboration of PETS. and the
Tehama County Animal Care Center, that will not only help the senior animals at the Center, but hopefully
also senior members of our fine community.
This new “A Senior for A Senior” adoption program is about seniors discovering the joys of having a
companion animal in their lives. The program is specifically designed to help senior citizens who are on a
fixed income and are capable of caring for a pet, but are unable to afford the full adoption fees of a dog or
cat at the Animal Care Center.
Senior pets end up in shelters for a myriad of reasons. Those reasons are often the same as for any other
animal, such as neglect, abandonment, or simply because their owners no longer want the animal.
Unfortunately, for some, their previous owners may have passed away without providing instruction
regarding what happens to their beloved pet. Others may have moved to assisted living or an area where
they are no longer able to provide proper care for their pet. Family members may not be available, may also
not be able to care for the animal, or simply may not want to. Whatever the reason, the health of older
animals is at higher risk in a shelter environment. They usually do not adapt well and frequently will
decline rapidly. In addition, older animals are also often perceived by the public as being less desirable and
therefore less adoptable then their younger counter-parts. Thus, it is more difficult to find adopters and get

seniors out of the shelter environment as quickly as those involved would wish. These senior pets, like our
senior citizens, deserve to spend the rest of their lives, no matter how long it may be, in the company of
someone who cares.
Senior citizens who own pets are less likely to be depressed, are better able to tolerate social isolation and
are more active than those who do not own pets, as shown by a study of adults aged 65 and older in the
March, 1999 Journal of the American Geriatrics Society. It states, “...the care-taking roll involved in pet
ownership may provide older people with a sense of purpose and responsibility, and encourage them to be
less apathetic and more active in day-to-day activities...elderly people who lacked strong social support (for
example, friends and family) remained relatively healthy during life-crises compared with non-pet-owners
placed in similar situations.”
Pets provide friendship for lonely individuals. Seniors may miss the companionship a spouse or close
friends who may have died, or of family, if they are distant or uninvolved. The presence of a pet provides
company and assists seniors to recognize that they are not alone.
Pets rely on us for multiple needs. Every responsible pet guardian is also aware that fulfilling those needs
keeps us quite active. Again, multiple studies have shown that seniors benefit from the increased
responsibility, activity, and focus associated with taking care of a pet.
Advertisement

In another study conducted by the Mayo Clinic, it was determined that seniors with pets have 21% fewer
physician visits. Additionally, documented sources convey that opening our homes to pets can help reduce
blood pressure and cholesterol levels, thus reducing risk for heart disease and stroke.
Overall, the impact of the elderly having a pet can be tremendously positive. Pets can provide us with a
sense of responsibility, increased alertness and sense of security, along with unending love and affection.
Therefore, they can assist in alleviating some of the overwhelming issues senior citizens might face.
If interested in learning more regarding the health benefits of animals for seniors, the following site has
multiple resources for review http://www.petpartners.org/page.aspx?pid=334. In addition, if interested in
learning more about the “A Senior for A Senior” adoption program at the Tehama County Animal Care
Center, or arranging a visit with a wonderful senior animal, please call 530-527-3439. The Center is at 1830
Walnut St., Red Bluff.

PETS: Girl Scouts take interest in shelter
animals
POSTED: 03/14/15, 7:51 AM PDT |
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This past week I had the pleasure of speaking to a local Girl Scout troop. According to their leader, they
wanted to help the animals of the Tehama County Animal Care Center for their community service project.
The enthusiasm shown, and questions asked, displayed a true fondness for, and curiosity about animals.
Moreover, even though some of the girls were quite young, they showed a keen understanding of what
animals require as far as care and attention. The evening confirmed what I have always believed. If any
community is to have responsible and compassionate adult pet guardians, then we need to begin with the
children.
Children adore animals, as we often witness anytime a small child is near a cute puppy, kitten, or other
baby animal. The child‟s reaction is usually one of unsurpassed delight. From the moment a child takes a
breath, stuffed toys, books, etc. emphasize the animals that are in the world around them. Since children

are inherently curious and absorb information at an astonishing rate, it is a perfect opportunity to start
teaching the lessons of kindness and compassion that ensures the welfare of animals.
There are many benefits to raising children with pets. Children are often being evaluated, whether it is for
behavior, grades, or general performance. Since pets do not evaluate, and give children a sense of
unconditional acceptance, an increase in a child‟s self-esteem and self-confidence can occur.
Improvement in non-verbal communication skills can also increase. The subtle signals pets give regarding
their feelings and needs are observed. These experiences can later be applied to human relationships. The
child has learned a valuable communication lesson based on awareness of body posture and behavior.
Compassion may also be learned. Children often become curious about the emotions pets might feel. This
curiosity and the understanding of actions with resultant behaviors can have significant impact on future
interactions with others.
When children are exposed to routine veterinarian exams, treatments for illnesses, and the demise of a
beloved pet, it helps prepare them for many adult life situations. Children can also learn the significance of
taking care of themselves. When they understand the importance of taking care of a pet and keeping the
animal healthy, they will often apply the same principles to themselves. For example, if routine check-ups
are essential to their pet‟s health, then it must also be important for the child. In addition, pets can be used
for therapy with children who have learning disabilities or difficult home situations. Children who are
traumatized in their lives often manage better when they have a pet to confide in. They can talk to and
share their feelings with them, for they are the safe recipient of secrets and private thoughts.
Learning respect toward animals for most children is part of learning to function successfully in society.
However, if it is discovered that a child is repeatedly being cruel or derives pleasure in causing pain to
animals, it is an early warning sign that requires quick professional intervention to help in preventing the
behavior from escalating as the child becomes an adult.
In 1933, the National P.T.A. Congress made the following statement, “ Children trained to extend justice,
kindness, and mercy to animals become more just, kind, and considerate in their relations with each other.
Character training along these lines will result in men and women of broader sympathies, more humane,
law-abiding in every respect more valuable citizens. Humane education is teaching in the schools and
colleges of the nation the principles of justice, goodwill, and humanity toward all life. The cultivation of the
spirit of kindness to animals is but the starting point towards that larger humanity which includes one as
fellow of every race and clime. A generation of people trained in these principles will solve their difficulties
as neighbors and not as enemies.” When children learn to care for animals, and treat them kindly, they
obtain invaluable preparation in learning how to treat other fellow members of society. Learning about
compassion and respect in the formative years aids in helping reduce instances of violence and cruelty to
all living beings. Therefore, if we wish for a brighter tomorrow, we need to start with the children, and it is
never too early to begin.
Ronnie Casey is vice president of PETS — Providing Essentials for Tehama Shelter. She can be reached at
rmcredbluff@gmail.com. For more information about PETS, visit petstehama.org.

PETS: Obesity is unhealthy for pets, too
POSTED: 03/07/15, 7:39 AM PST |

Most of our nation‟s pets are overweight, and one of mine is no exception. According to the Association for
Pet Obesity Prevention (APOP) 57.69% of cats and 52.6% of dogs in the United States are overweight or
obese. Those are truly staggering numbers.

Unfortunately, that extra weight can cause the same types of problems seen in humans. The primary risks
of excess weight in pets are as follows: osteoarthritis, insulin resistance and Type 2 diabetes, high blood
pressure, heart and respiratory disease, cruciate ligament injury, kidney disease, various forms of cancer
and a decreased life expectancy. On the Association for Pet Obesity Prevention
websitehttp://www.petobesityprevention.org/pet-weight-translator/ you can use their weight equivalent
charts to determine how much your pet weighs compared to an average adult male or female human. For
those of us that have an overweight animal, it can be quite enlightening. In addition, a few simple tests can
help determine if your pet has a weight problem. The first should be that the pet‟s ribs can be felt without
pressing down. The pet should have a waist, the area between the back of the ribs and the hips, when
looking at your pet from above. Also, when looking at your pet from the side, the belly should go up from
the bottom of the ribcage to the inside of the thighs.
If your pet has packed on too many pounds, schedule an appointment with your veterinarian. You should
never put your dog on a diet without their consult. Your pet‟s excess weight could be due to an undiagnosed
medical condition such as hypothyroidism or Cushing‟s disease.
Getting your pet to lose weight is to employ calorie restriction and be sure your pet has daily exercise.
Owners may often feel their pet does not eat much and are concerned they will go hungry. The result is that
they either provide an overabundance of treats and food, or „people foods‟ that are not in the pet‟s best
interest. Dog or cat foods should meet all of the pet‟s dietary needs, without having to add additional table
scraps. Ingesting fewer calories is a good first step to pet weight loss, and your veterinarian can help with
recommendations on how to accomplish it.
For dogs, a wonderful way to begin an exercise regimen is to take a daily walk. Increase activity once it is
determined the pet can handle it without undue fatigue or stress. However, it is always important to watch
for any unusual physical signs or difficulty breathing. In addition, for at least ten to fifteen minutes twice a
day have your dog run after its favorite ball or toy. Not only is it a wonderful way for the pet to get exercise,
but it also strengthens the bond between you.
Cats also get fat from lack of exercise. Though prodding a cat into activity may be a bit more difficult, there
are a few ways to entice him to move. Cats adore climbing on or into things, batting, swatting at, and
scratching objects. Cat trees are an excellent way to stretch and tone muscles. In addition, interactive cat
toys that mimic escaping prey or spark normal behavior can be utilized.
For both dogs and cats, consider adopting a playmate from the local shelter if the pet is the only animal in
the household. The pet will have a companion to play with, which assists in preventing boredom, and
sedentary behavior.
Once your pet is on a weight loss program, determine if it is working by checking the pet‟s weight monthly.
If no differences are noted, the pet may require other changes in diet, portions or routine. Again, be sure to
work closely with your vet to find the correct approach.
Your pet may not initially enjoy the changes in lifestyle, like my pudgy pooch, but by providing proper food
portions, good nutrition, and adequate exercise, you can help your pet lose weight and look forward to a
more active, healthier pet.
Ronnie Casey is vice president of PETS — Providing Essentials for Tehama Shelter. She can be reached at
rmcredbluff@gmail.com. For more information about PETS, visit petstehama.org.

PETS: Responsible pet owners
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We talk about being a “responsible pet owner.” Even though there is not a definitive explanation of what it
means, we are certain of one thing. When we have a pet, we have assumed total responsibility for its care.
Personally, I feel that caring for a pet is not unlike nurturing a small child. I am the guardian of its wellbeing, entrusted to care for all its needs whether physical or emotional. It is a responsibility one should
never undertake impulsively, and without due consideration of the many factors involved in having a pet.
Not being prepared can, ultimately, be disastrous for the animal. By answering a few questions before
obtaining any pet, a great deal of angst and heartache can be avoided.
Do I know what kind of pet is right for me? By being honest with regard to the lifestyle both you and your
family have, it will help determine the type, breed, size, etc. of an animal that will fit perfectly in it. Review
your current living conditions and determine if the animal is appropriate in size and energy. If you rent,
many landlords will not allow pets. Be sure to check out any restrictions before adopting. If you have, or
are expecting, a baby consider whether or not you will have enough time available to attend to all the pet‟s
needs, too. If there is already a pet present, determine if it will share its home with another animal.
Am I ready to make a long-term commitment? Depending on the animal desired, a 10 to 20 year
commitment may not be an unusual length of time required to care for it. If circumstances change, such as
moving, consider if you will still be able to care for your pet.
Can I afford to care for my pet? Caring for a dog, depending on its size, is estimated to cost about $340 to
$635 per year for food, toys, vaccinations, and an annual visit to the vet. Cats and small mammals are
estimated to cost less. If the animal gets sick or injured, has special dietary needs or takes medication those
costs can increase drastically. In addition, while pet insurance assists with unforeseen medical issues and
emergencies, it adds to the yearly costs. Long-haired, difficult to groom animals may require frequent trips
to a grooming facility.
Will I be able to spend quality time with my pet? Dogs thrive on exercise and companionship. Cats are
healthiest and happiest when treated to play sessions with their human guardians. Both, when constantly
unattended, can develop behavioral problems. If work demands frequent travel, or if on most days and
evenings you are not home due to other commitments, consider a pet that requires little human
interaction.
Am I willing to train my pet? One of the most common reasons that people return pets to shelters is that
they are experiencing behavior difficulties. Training not only strengthens the bond between pet and
guardian, but also helps avoid many of those behavior problems. Learning basic commands like “sit,”
“stay,” and “come” can potentially save a dog‟s life. There is an abundance of materials available to read
with regard to training both cats and dogs. In addition, shelters, veterinary offices, and rescues usually
have a list of trainers who can assist in the process. Having a pet requires time and commitment to teach it
to become an enjoyable member of the family and community.
Am I willing to provide for my pets safety? Whether it is keeping a pet away from toxic foods, plants and
substances, or ensuring that outside spaces are secure, you need to be certain that the home environment
is safe for the animal. It is also imperative for the pet‟s safety that they have some form of identification
such as a collar and tags, tattoo or microchip, to assist in identifying them in case they become lost or
stolen. In inclement weather, adequate protection from the elements guarantees no harm comes to the
animal. Regular vet visits and vaccinations safeguard a pet against disease and illness.
Your pet is not a possession, but a living, breathing entity. By obtaining a pet, you have tacitly agreed to
provide adequate nutrition, mental and physical exercise, medical care, shelter, and companionship, to
ensure its safety and well-being. If you are prepared to become a “Responsible Pet Owner,” then the life
shared with your pet will be a richly rewarding one for everyone.
Ronnie Casey is vice president of PETS — Providing Essentials for Tehama Shelter. She can be reached at
rmcredbluff@gmail.com. For more information about PETS, visit petstehama.org.

POSTED: 02/21/15

We recently celebrated Valentine’s Day. Some of us included the dogs in our home in this festivity of love and commitment.
Unfortunately, for a large number of canines life is lived without the warmth of the human bond. So this month, also known as
“ Unchain a Dog Month”, is dedicated to bringing awareness about those animals forced to live alone, chained outside without
the love, care, and companionship they crave.
Dogs are social beings. Put a dog on a chain and leave him/her alone in one area for days, months, or even years and he/she
will suffer both physically and psychologically. These dogs endure unbelievable hardships. They suffer from erratic feedings,
overturned water bowls, and have no, or limited access to, adequate medical care. Often a chained dog becomes starved,
dehydrated and ill because it entangles in its chain and becomes unable to access food or water. They suffer from variations in
weather. During extreme cold there is no warmth. Rarely is there adequate shelter during heavy rain or snow. When
temperatures soar to triple digits, they often do not have protection from the sun or sufficient, clean water to quench their
thirst. Moreover, because they are in a very confined area, not only do they sleep, defecate and eat all in one place, but often
it is nothing but a patch of hardened dirt or mud that is rarely, if ever, cleaned.
In many cases, the ropes or collars encircling their necks become embedded, the result of years of neglect and constantly
straining to escape their bond of confinement. Chained dogs do not receive affection simply because their owners can easily
ignore them. Because they have no socialization, approaching them becomes difficult. If one takes a friendly dog and keeps it
continuously chained, the animal often becomes aggressive. Unable to distinguish between friend and foe, when confronted
with a perceived threat and unable to take flight, they feel forced to fight, attacking anything unfamiliar entering its territory.
In addition, they are vulnerable to other animals and cruel people (other than their owners). Some are shot, others set on fire,
poisoned or tortured beyond endurance. They are targets for thieves looking to sell them or use them for dog fighting. As a
final indignity, the dog’s chain, easily tangled, can slowly strangle him to death.
Under California Health and Safety Code, it is illegal to tether, fasten, chain, tie, or restrain a dog to a doghouse, tree, fence, or
any other stationary object. It is further prohibited to tether a dog to a running line, trolley, or pulley with a choke or pinch
collar. It is legal to tether a dog for any activity, provided the restraining of the dog is necessary for completion of a task, is
temporary, and lasts for no more than three hours in a 24-hour period. Depending on circumstances, violation of the dogtethering laws in California is either an infraction, punishable by a fine of up to $250 per illegally tethered dog or a
misdemeanor, with a possible penalty of up to $1,000 in fines per dog, six months in county jail, or both.
Call local animal control if you see a dog that is chained to a stationary object day in and day out. An official is required to
investigate the situation if the dog’s guardian is breaking the law. In addition, raise community awareness of the problem.
Help educate the dogs’ owners, with the hope they will learn to treat their pets better. You may not be able to convince the
owner to unchain or even relinquish the dog. Nor may you be able to convince them to make any changes themselves to
improve the dog’s life. Nevertheless, you can try to be sure water and food is easily reached and available, that there is some
modicum of adequate shelter and always be relentless in bringing the situation before the authorities. That dog is counting on
you to be the voice he does not have.
Chaining is a terribly cruel fate for the animals we consider to be “Man’s best friend” and it is up to us to improve their
lives.
Ronnie Casey is vice president of PETS — Providing Essentials for Tehama Shelter. She can be reached at
rmcredbluff@gmail.com. For more information about PETS, visit petstehama.org

PETS: Let’s talk about euthanasia
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I cannot tell you how many times I hear a person does not wish to bring an animal to the shelter because
they espouse No-Kill, and know, with absolute erroneous certainty, that the animal will be euthanized once
admitted. They feel it is much more humane to abandon these animals, rationalizing that benevolent
strangers will take them home, or with even greater specious thought, that this domesticated creature will
suddenly be able to fend for itself. However, the cruel reality is that these animals face starvation, disease,
injury and other untold horrors.
There is no easy way to lead into the crux of this article. We often talk in abstracts, sidestep and dance
around one word for fear of offending anyone. However, we cannot solve any issue by avoidance, so let us
talk about euthanasia.
First, let‟s clarify a misconception. A good portion of the public believes that after the mandatory hold
period at the Tehama County Animal Care Center (TCACC), strays will be euthanized. This could not be
further from the truth. The Animal Care Center does not have “time limits” for adoptable animals. Before a
decision is made to euthanize an animal, a number of factors are studied such as life threatening illnesses,
extreme medical problems, and unprovoked aggression. Before any decision is considered, the animal‟s
ultimate well-being and quality of life, as well as public safety is painstakingly thought about by those
involved. This is the most dreaded procedure for any employee of the Shelter, and it is done only when all
other options have been exhausted.
Next, I am extremely happy to report that the TCACC, as a public shelter with its limited resources, small
size and increased intake of animals this past year, has managed to defy the National averages. Of all the
animals admitted into TCACC in 2014, 82.3% were either adopted, rescued, or returned to their original
owner. On an even larger note, in December of 2014 the live release rate was 93.9%, the highest figure ever
obtained in Tehama County. The National Council on Pet Population Study and Policy cites that 56 % of
dogs and 71 % of cats that enter animal shelters are euthanized. At TCACC, its euthanasia percentages were
substantially below those figures as evidenced by the “live release rates” cited above.
Some will shout that any euthanasia is totally unacceptable. To every person who finds it appalling, I will
respond. Not every animal can be saved. In our quest to do so, many have suffered needlessly, be it animal
and/or human. Even the safe havens of “no-kill” facilities understand that there are extenuating
circumstances where euthanasia may be the most humane action to take. If we falsely believe that every
organization, whether private or public, can care for every homeless animal that arrives on their doorstep
for the rest of their natural life, we do an injustice to the animal and to the overwhelming problem of
animal homelessness.
Our shelter, any shelter, cannot decrease euthanasia rates without total community support and
commitment. Each individual shares in the responsibility and fate of these unwanted animals. One must
truly understand that, by ignoring the problem of pet overpopulation or enhancing it by either tacit
acceptance of actions that result in homelessness or by contributing directly to the amount of unwanted
animals, it is not the shelters‟ fault that animals are euthanized, but the public‟s. Therefore, it is important
that all of us actively work towards not only decreasing the number of animals entering the shelters, but
also increasing the amount of animals that are returned to their owners or adopted, thus ensuring that
euthanasia is not an outcome.
We must discourage “backyard” breeding by refusing to purchase these animals and opting, instead, to
adopt from among the many that both shelters and rescues have. We must not only spay and neuter our
own animals, but also encourage others to do the same. We should microchip and/or tag our pets. Again,
we must encourage others to do the same in order that pets and guardians are quickly reunited. We need to
get involved and report abuse, safeguarding those that cannot defend themselves. We must become
responsible pet-people, understanding that it is a lifetime commitment, and take measures to insure
success. If unhappy with the laws that regulate pet ownership or the way they are, or are not, enforced,

then contact local, county, and state representatives to request more resources be allotted to house,
protect, and ensure the well-being of these homeless animals.
Nothing is going to solve the animal overpopulation problem unless we take positive action. Until all of us
do, euthanasia will continue to be an ugly reality.
Ronnie Casey is vice president of PETS — Providing Essentials for Tehama Shelter. She can be reached at
rmcredbluff@gmail.com. For more information about PETS, visit petstehama.org.

PETS: Kitten season is a dreadful time of
year
POSTED: 01/31/15, 7:52 AM PST |
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“Kitten Season” fills those involved with rescue or at the shelter with dread.
While we adore the cute faces and the awkward, tumbling gait of kittens, we are truly anxious, knowing
that they will pour in all at once and resources will quickly become overwhelmed. Typically, this season
occurs March through October. Unfortunately, it appears it has started earlier this year. Although these
little bundles of fur are adorable, many are still weeks away from being old enough to be weaned, spayed,
neutered or adopted.
Many organizations simply do not have the space or available resources to care for such a volume of
kittens/cats. Pregnant cats necessitate close observation and monitoring. Many kittens will arrive without
mothers and need to be bottle-fed every few hours, which is more than the shelter can handle. A vast
number come in with either severe injuries or illnesses. In addition, even if they do not have special needs,
kittens do not have developed immune systems, and a continuous flow of other cats places them, at any
organization, at severe risk. Last, but not least, feral cats, never having had human contact, are often
considered unadoptable and, unless there is a rescue available that is willing to take them, chances are that
they will be euthanized.
The best thing anyone can do to help curb this problem is to spay and neuter, even if the cat never goes
outdoors. Cats, as young as five months, can get pregnant. Because cats have an average of 4-6 kittens per
pregnancy, and can be pregnant several times a year, it is no wonder that these litters become
overwhelming, especially if the resultant litters, themselves, have kittens within a few months. Therefore, it
is important to spay or neuter before a first litter is ever born. The average age at which pets are spayed or
neutered is four months.
If there is feral cat colony in the area, practice TNR (trap, neuter, return). TNR means trapping the cats,
having them spayed or neutered and vaccinated, and then returning them to back to their habitat. The
reason TNR is successful is that resident cats are not permanently eradicated from the colony. After
temporarily removing and fixing the animals, they return to safeguard their habitat, but no longer
contribute additions to the existing group. If they are destroyed, another colony of fertile cats will quickly
inhabit their niche. A feral cat‟s life is not wonderful, but at least they will not create a larger population if
sterilized.
In Tehama County, Mill Creek Veterinary Clinic in Los Molinos (530- 384-1700) offers feral cat S/N
services on the last Friday of every month. The Red Bluff Veterinary Clinic in Red Bluff (530- 527-1886)
offers feral cat S/N services on the first Wednesday of every month. Haven Humane Society in
Anderson (530- 241-1568) offers feral cat S/N services Monday thru Thursday. In addition, national
organizations such as Spay/USA (800-248-SPAY) and Friends of Animals (800-321-7387) can provide

information about available assistance. Alley Cat Allies (www.alleycat.org) (240-482-1980) also provides
an array of information regarding feral cats.
In addition to spaying or neutering your own cats and practicing or assisting with TNR of feral colonies,
there are numerous other ways to help, all of which are extremely beneficial during this critical time.
One way is to adopt from the shelter or one of the local rescue organizations. Please, when adopting, do not
overlook any of the mom cats since they often remain behind long after their babies have found homes. If
you are not ready or able to adopt, then consider fostering. Fostering not only assists the shelter
immeasurably by freeing space and resources, but also provides the care and socialization these little ones
need prior to adoption. If interested and would like to learn more about the foster program, please call the
Tehama County Animal Care Center (530-527-3439). If you are allergic or have other reasons that you
cannot work with the cats/kittens directly, you can help gather needed supplies such as kitten formula,
bottles, etc. No matter what you decide to do, please talk with family and friends about the causes and
issues of cat overpopulation. Education is a great first step in solving any problem.
These animals‟ lives depend on the actions we take and perhaps, one day, “Kitten Season” will not be as
dreadful as it is now.
Ronnie Casey is vice president of PETS — Providing Essentials for Tehama Shelter. She can be reached at
rmcredbluff@gmail.com. For more information about PETS, visit petstehama.org.

PETS: Deaf dogs are as great as hearing
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We have a deaf dog. Even though we have not had her tested, she will not respond to anything quieter than
a mega-ton explosion. However, she barks, plays and does all the standard “Doggy” things her counterparts
do, and is just as loving and devoted as any other dog we have ever had. Why do I tell you this? To let you
know, that deaf dogs are just as great as hearing pets.
Deaf dogs really do make amazing pets. Anything you may have heard to the contrary is most likely
shrouded in myth or misunderstanding. The only genuine limitation is that a deaf dog should not roam
freely unless there is an enclosed, secured, safe area available for them to do so. A deaf dog cannot hear a
danger approaching, like a car. Otherwise, a deaf dog trains as easily as a dog that hears. The only
difference is to use non-verbal signals, rather than verbal commands.
Like any training, you must first get the attention of whom you are trying to teach. Deaf dogs will not
respond to you calling their name. They simply cannot hear you calling. However, they will react with other
types of stimuli. Stomping your foot on the ground, causes vibration that they can feel. Waving a flashlight,
or clicking it on and off, will usually garner attention, especially when the dog responds and the reward is a
tasty treat. In addition, you can use a vibrating collar, which differs substantially from shock collars. These
collars only vibrate and are not distressful to the animal.
When teaching basic commands to any dog, the use of hand signals is common practice. Therefore training
a deaf dog with the use of them is perfectly natural. As always when training, after getting the animal‟s
attention, a command (signal) is given to the animal to accomplish a specific act, after which a reward is
provided. Some people create their own set of hand signs for particular words like sit, stay, down, walk etc.,
while others learn a few basic words in American Sign Language. Whatever you choose to do, remember
the signal must remain consistent so the animal associates the word and the action. Lastly, never strike a

deaf dog with your hands. Your hands are the way you communicate with the animal and should always be
a positive, reassuring tool.
A common myth is that deaf dogs are more aggressive. The reason behind the myth is if you startle a deaf
dog, they will bite. Any dog, whether deaf or not, when startled may snap or snarl out of fear. Therefore, it
is important to work with the dog so the animal is comfortable having someone come from behind and
touch him or her. A few times a day, wake your dog by very gently touching its shoulder or back, then
reward immediately with a treat. Soon the dog will associate wakening, with something good. If you do not
want to startle the dog, stomp your foot or bump the bed they are sleeping on. Chances are the vibration
will awaken them. Again, always provide a reward.
Deaf dogs have a tendency to bond strongly with their guardians. In the community of those who have deaf
dogs, these animals are affectionately known as “Velcro” dogs, since they are most comfortable when they
are near their person. Like hearing dogs, some may develop separation anxiety. However, the training
methods to condition them to be unafraid of being alone, is the same as it is for any other dog. Always
remember, deaf dogs can do agility, therapy, etc., almost anything a hearing dog can do. There is nothing
wrong with them. They are simply dogs that cannot hear.
If you are thinking of adding a deaf canine companion to your life, the Deaf Dog Education Action Fund‟s
website, http://www.deafdogs.org/training/, is a good location to find additional helpful information and
resources.
Deaf dogs may not be able to hear, but they can be as wonderful and as affectionate as a hearing canine.
Take it from one who knows.
Ronnie Casey is vice president of PETS — Providing Essentials for Tehama Shelter. She can be reached at
rmcredbluff@gmail.com. For more information about PETS, visit petstehama.org.

PETS: A chance to change the life of a pet
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Research shows that owning a pet can help us live longer, feel healthier, and aid us in dealing with various
stressors in modern life. Because of pets, countless lives have improved. Yet, each year thousands of pets
end up in shelters across the country. As an example, the Tehama County Animal Care Center had, this
past year, 2,183 animals brought in. It is a rather appalling number and reflects an average of five (5)
animals per day, each and every day.
In 2009 “Change a Pet‟s Life Day” was introduced in order to focus attention towards these homeless pets,
and encourage their adoption. However, you do not have to wait until next Saturday, Jan. 24, to change a
homeless pet‟s life. Almost any day is an opportunity to get involved with our local shelter or a rescue.
There is not a contribution of time, supplies, and/or money that is too small or unappreciated by those
involved with the animals or by the pets themselves.
If you are unable to open your home up to a pet, then consider volunteering. I cannot emphasize enough
about how extremely vital volunteers are to the animals at the shelter. By spending time with the dogs and
cats, you add a richness to their existence that many have never previously known. Many of them are
scared and confused. Therefore, any time spent with the dogs and cats aids in calming them, and increases
their chances of adoption immeasurably, as well. If hands-on with the animals is something you prefer not
to do, there are numerous other venues in which a person can get involved, all of which help tremendously.
If you are interested in volunteering at our local shelter, please give them a call at 527-3439. They would
enjoy hearing from you.

If you do not know what kind of pet you want, or there are other constraints, then adoption may not be the
commitment you want or need. Fortunately, fostering is another option to consider. The most common
reasons animals require that extra-special home care are:
Babies without a mother require bottle-feedings.
Under-aged pups and kittens are too young for adoption.
Mothers who are nursing kittens or puppies require a quieter, nurturing environment.
Animals recovering from an injury or illness may need limited activity or medications given.
Fostering is a wonderfully rewarding experience. Whether you only foster once or decide to do so again,
you will know that you personally helped save lives. Besides the benefits that both human and pet receive
from a foster situation, removing the animal from the shelter makes room for another. Therefore, every
animal that is living in a foster home equates to two lives saved.
If you would like to “Change a Pet‟s Life,” but do not wish to adopt, volunteer or foster, then a donation can
be just as effective. Many times the shelter‟s residents require medical care that the county budget simply
cannot afford. Extra funds provided for these special needs animals can go a long way in making a
pronounced difference in their existence. If you prefer not to make a monetary donation, then contributing
an item or two also benefits them. Items always welcomed are: canned wet paté-type food, dry puppy food,
dry kitten milk and dry baby-Kat kitten food, towels, wash rags and blankets, Frontline for dogs and cats,
grooming supplies, paper towels, bleach, and laundry detergent.
However, if you truly wish to “Change a Pet‟s Life”, then seriously consider adopting a homeless animal.
The Care Center has an amazing array of animals who would love to get a forever home. I also just happen
to know that on Friday, January 23 and Saturday, January 24, a two —day “Change a Pet‟s Life” Adoption
Event is occurring at The Tehama County Animal Care Center at 1830 Walnut St., Red Bluff, 527-3439. If
any dog or cat is adopted during this event, PETS will pay the spay/neuter charge, so that their adoption
fees will be exceedingly low.
You can “Change a Pet‟s Life,” and it‟s never too late to start.

PETS: Training your dog may someday save
his life
By Ronnie Casey
POSTED: 01/10/15, 7:26 AM PST |

0 COMMENTS

January is National Train Your Dog Month, an excellent occasion for families to realize the importance of
teaching their four-legged members how to be good canine citizens. Improper socialization and reinforced
bad behaviors of domestic pets by owners have too often resulted in those same pets ending up in shelter
environments where, when deemed unadoptable, they are euthanized.
What are some of the benefits in training your furry friend? One of the biggest reasons to educate your pet
is to provide safety for not only those who interact with the dog, but also to insure the animal‟s well-being.
Additional benefits include a better understanding of Fido‟s behavior and forming a more positive
connection with your pet.

Consider teaching the following basic skills: to come when called; to sit, stay and lie down on command; to
walk on a leash without pulling; to “leave it” alone, and to go to the bathroom in appropriate areas. For
those pet owners looking for helpful training hints and information, the Association of Professional Dog
Trainers‟ website, https://apdt.com/pet-owners/, is a fine place to start.
Just like having a baby, there is necessary preparation when bringing a new furry addition home. You may
not have to purchase diapers or cribs, but you will definitely need to acquire a few basic pieces of
equipment essential for effective training. Design, material type, and sizing are some very important
factors to consider when purchasing training tools. If unsure what is best, contact your vet and/or a
professional trainer for advice.
The first items to purchase are an identification tag, a collar and/or harness, and a leash. The tag should
provide pet identification and contact information should the pet become lost. The ever important collar/
harness and leash serve in helping control your dog during those fun, necessary walks and training
sessions.
The next, and extremely useful, piece of equipment is a crate. It aids in house-training and provides a safe,
secure area for the animal to rest when not being supervised. The crate should be an appropriate size for
the dog as an adult. If the pet obtained is a puppy, there are dividers available to block off a portion of it
until the animal reaches adulthood. The crate should definitely have enough space for the dog to lie, stand,
and turn around comfortably.
Avoid harsh and painful training methods. Frightening experiences and severe punishments can lead to
behavior problems like aggression. Only use positive, reward- based training. By focusing on rewarding the
animal and lessening their fear, a well-adjusted dog and a stronger human attachment ensues. Therefore,
discerning a reward that your dog enjoys, such as food, praise and petting, or a favorite toy, will be vital in
the training process.
Decide what the rules are and be consistent with them. A behavior that is adorable when your dog is a
puppy may not be as endearing when they are older or substantially larger. In addition, also try to be
consistent in Fido‟s daily schedule. Perfect examples are times to eat, going for walks and times for
bed. Dogs respond well and adjust easier to new surroundings when there is routine in their lives.
Be sure to socialize your canine companion. By exposing him or her to different situations, it will help them
feel more comfortable when encountering new animals, people, and experiences. Socialized dogs are
typically friendlier, more predictable and able to handle stress better than their under-socialized
counterparts are. Un-socialized dogs tend to become fearful, and possibly aggressive, because they do not
have the ability to cope with novel circumstances.
Training should, and can, be a positive, fun experience for you, your family, and your faithful companion.
It will not only help him/her become a polite member of the family, but it will also help to strengthen the
relationships between all parties involved. A definite joy to be with is a well-trained dog.
Ronnie Casey is vice president of PETS — Providing Essentials for Tehama Shelter. She can be reached at
rmcredbluff@gmail.com. For more information about PETS, visit petstehama.org.

PETS: Prevention is key for parvovirus
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“No paws on the ground” is a rallying cry for those involved in the care, rescue and transport of homeless
puppies. However, it should also be for anyone who has a puppy or dog who has not had a full schedule of
vaccinations.
“Why” is the question. Canine parvovirus type 2 (CPV2), also known as Parvo, is not only the most
widespread infectious disease of dogs in the United States, but it is also extremely rampant in Tehama
County. Highly contagious, exceptionally hardy and often fatal, it will cause unimaginable anguish to a pet
guardian.
Contact with contaminated items easily spreads parvo. A dog can develop the disease when he/she licks,
sniffs, or has contact with any person, animal or object that has contacted the excrement of an infected
dog. Therefore, anywhere a diseased dog empties its bowels is the perfect avenue for you to bring home the
virus. Highly resistant, this nasty bug can survive on inanimate objects such as food bowls, shoes, floors,
tires, etc. for months.
Do not believe that with the ground frozen during these winter months it is safe to let your puppy run
freely. It is not safe. Freezing will not kill the virus. In addition, if you decide to wait for a thaw before
safely introducing the new puppy outside, again be cautious. Locations even with good sunlight and
warmth are potentially harmful until a period of five (5) months post-contamination has passed.
The most effective disinfectant against any virus (including parvo) is BLEACH. Any area believed
contaminated, and is easily cleaned, should be thoroughly washed with one part bleach mixed with 30
parts water. To kill the virus, provide a minimum of at least 10 minutes of contact time with the bleach
solution. However, there must not be any organic material present for the bleach to work. Therefore,
remove all feces, urine, and vomit from any object prior to disinfecting with the solution.
Parvo will affect most members of the dog family, but it will not infect humans. The most vulnerable
targets are young puppies with underdeveloped immune systems and unvaccinated older dogs that have
compromised immune systems. Doberman Pinschers, German Shepherds, Pit Bulls, Labrador Retrievers
and Rottweilers, as well as other black and tan breeds, seem to be particularly prone to parvo, with a lower
chance of recovery than any other breed. It is also worth mentioning that the new, remarkably virulent,
strain of parvovirus (CPV-2c), discovered in the year 2000, is able to infect cats. Cats, however, if
vaccinated against feline distemper, are considered protected.
Advertisement

To survive parvo, the secret is rapid treatment. Therefore, do not delay seeking immediate veterinary
assistance if your dog, especially a puppy, begins exhibiting symptoms. After 3-7 days from being exposed,
one or all of the following symptoms will appear. The dog becomes lethargic and possibly feverish. If the
dog usually has high energy, this is the one of the surest signs that something is amiss. A loss of appetite
occurs. The dog will have vomiting and bloody foul-smelling diarrhea. The vomiting and diarrhea are the
most dangerous, because they quickly lead to extreme fluid loss which results in dehydration and
malnutrition. Shock and death subsequently occur. There are no effective antiviral drugs, so the dog‟s own
immune system must generate the cure. Any treatments given are strictly supportive so the animal is kept
alive long enough for his immune response to generate. Expect that, if the dog is to recover, he will be in
intensive care, with at least a 5-7 day stay at significant expense. In addition, if the dog recovers, he will
continue to be a risk to other dogs and will need to be isolated from them for a minimum of two months.
The surest way to avoid infection is to vaccinate beginning when puppies are 6-8 weeks of age. Every 3 to 4
weeks, until the puppy reaches 16 weeks, vaccinations are given. During this period, do not allow them to
be with other dogs or go to areas where other dogs have been until 2 weeks after they have had their last
vaccination. It is recommended that boosters be given, even though infection is unusual in adult dogs.
There is some thought that annual vaccination is not necessary, especially when adult dogs are considered
low risk. Therefore, do not be surprised if your veterinarian switches to a 3-year schedule for your adult
dogs.
Remember as far as parvo is concerned, an ounce of prevention is worth a pound of cure.

Ronnie Casey is vice president of PETS — Providing Essentials for Tehama Shelter. She can be reached at
rmcredbluff@gmail.com. For more information about PETS, visit petstehama.org.

PETS: Sadness and celebration at the
shelter
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Next week we begin a new year. For many, the coming year brings the hope that its tomorrows will be
better than those that have passed. The coming year can offer a perceived opportunity to change certain
facets of our lives. A multitude of resolutions are created, or at least contemplated, that will provide us a
means to improve at least one small portion of our existence. If shelter animals could vocalize, I truly
believe they also would say that they hope their tomorrows are better than the ones they have had.
Regrettably, they do not have the ability to improve their lives without our assistance.
Since the beginning of time man‟s capability for cruelty has known no bounds. Unfortunately, these past
few weeks have displayed several examples of that inhumanity with regard to companion animals.
Discarded like garbage were pups and over-bred moms who could no longer make a quick dollar for their
backyard breeder. Surrendered to the shelter because they became too much trouble to deal with were
elderly or sick dogs and cats who, for many years, were loyal and faithful companions. When owners
harvested illegal crops and vacated premises, the guard dogs that were abandoned wandered aimlessly
until Animal Control intervened. Lastly, chained animals endured days of deprivation of food, water and
adequate shelter until a rescue from their plight occurred.
The animals that come into the shelter often have had exceedingly hard lives, and their stories, if they
could actually speak, would bring tears to your eyes. Yet, this past week there was also cause for
celebration, because so many of these homeless animals arrived at the Tehama County Animal Care Center.
Undersized, understaffed and underfunded, this haven became the hope of a better tomorrow for all those
that entered.
A committed staff, devoted volunteers and tireless rescue organizations worked diligently to find homes for
those that were adoptable. In addition, as the steady stream of pets arriving continued, these same people
tried to find owners, provide medical care for the injured, and locate fosters to care for those too young or
too ill. In addition, they continued to ensure that those housed had not only all basic needs met, a clean
environment in which to live, but perhaps most of all, that they were shown the affection and compassion
few have ever experienced.
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As a result of the diligent efforts of the people involved, another reason to celebrate materialized. A
wondrous event occurred at the Animal Care Center. Adoptions, rescues, and return-to-original-owners
this past week resulted in seventy-five (75) animals leaving the shelter. Each one now has the distinct
chance of a better tomorrow. As a community, we should recognize this extraordinary accomplishment by
these people.
However, please remember many homeless animals will not be so lucky. Their dream of a better tomorrow
will never happen. Cruelty and abuse will continue as long as there are those who are indifferent. If we do

nothing, we cannot pat ourselves on the back and proclaim, “We are not like those people.” We become as
guilty as the wrongdoers when our inaction and silence is tacit acceptance of the behaviors we abhor.
Solutions for animal abuse and cruelty issues are not easy. Immediate fixes on a monumental scale would
be impossible to achieve. Nevertheless, cumulative small steps in the right direction can solve large
problems. All one needs to do is take that first step.
Therefore, I ask as you drink that last little bit of eggnog at the end of this holiday season, that you consider
taking that step and do something this year to help a homeless animal‟s dream of a better tomorrow come
true.
Ronnie Casey is vice president of PETS — Providing Essentials for Tehama Shelter. She can be reached at
rmcredbluff@gmail.com. For more information about PETS, visit petstehama.org.

PETS: Help the animals during the holidays
POSTED: 12/06/14, 8:11 AM PST | 0 COMMENTS
The merriest time of the year for a lot of us can be heartbreaking for many. Charities throughout the
country know this and work even harder than usual to bring a bit of joy to those in need. While pets with
homes receive an abundance of gifts and treats during the holiday season, their shelter equivalents do not
often receive those luxuries. Why can‟t we also bring a bit of good cheer to these often forgotten homeless
animals? The ultimate hope is that each shelter pet has a Home for the Holidays. However, if that does not
happen, you can still help our furry friends believe the world is a little kinder during this most magical of
times. While most of us would love to provide something, it can be difficult. There do not seem enough
hours in the day, or enough money, to achieve everything we want during this season, let alone assist a
shelter animal. Doing one or more things, however, can potentially make a huge difference in a small
desolate life.
The easiest and cheapest way is to spread the word about them. You can distribute fliers for an upcoming
major adoption event like “Home for the Holidays” or information about the now-adoption-ready animals
in retail stores, veterinarian offices and various other businesses. Doing this has the potential to bring
them one step closer to getting their forever family. If you can share a selfie, then you can share an
adoptable pet profile on social media. Facebook, Twitter, Pinterest, Instagram, to name a few, are excellent
ways to help advertise the animals needing homes.
If you have a car and enjoy driving, help the Animal Care Center get animals to rescue facilities. By being
willing to transport, you have the ability to increase their chance for adoption. It also frees up space at the
shelter so another pet in need can have a safe place to be during this season. By helping one in this way,
you are actually helping two animals.
The Tehama County Animal Care Center‟s staff can use a great deal of help exercising and socializing the
animals. In as little as thirty minutes, once a week, taking a dog for a walk or playing with a cat will have
the huge benefit of getting them ready for their new home. Working with the dogs to understand basics like
sit, down, and leash walking contributes to making them more desirable to potential adopters and/or
rescues. The extra benefit is that the animals adore the attention and exercise.
If you are throwing a holiday party, perhaps you could ask your guests to bring something to donate, like
those special treats or something comfortable animals can lay on. You could, in addition, place a jar with a
picture of one of the shelter pets on your desk at work and ask for sponsorship donations. Sponsoring a
spay or neuter will help lower the animal‟s adoption fee and, again, increase its chances for adoption into a
warm, caring home. If you have the time and energy, take the action one step further and organize a
donation drive, bake sale, raffle, or other fundraising event. Anything raised can be designated for specific

uses, like purchasing scratching pads for the cats, which are special extras the county budget does not
cover.
Fostering may not be considered as an “easy” way to help, but it is considered as one of the most vital
things you can do. Temporarily opening your home to a disadvantaged animal and providing the care and
love it needs truly represents the best of holiday spirit. It can also provide you with one of the most
rewarding experiences you may ever know. This holiday season, why not make a homeless animal‟s days a
little brighter? Why not give them the special holidays they deserve? Every animal should be able to receive
the joy of the season, whether they have a home or not. So, while we celebrate the holidays, let‟s not forget
our furry friends.

Ronnie Casey is vice president of PETS — Providing Essentials for Tehama Shelter. She can be reached at
rmcredbluff@gmail.com. For more information about PETS, visit petstehama.org.

Ronnie Casey: Acts of compassion in a
sometimes dismal world
By Ronnie Casey
POSTED: 11/22/14, 7:34 AM PST |

Lately, the news frequently seems dismal at best. We hear constantly of man‟s inhumanity to man and the
seven deadly sins appear to be the norm in the world around us. We often feel that it is virtually impossible
for one person to make right any of the injustices done.
Mason Cooley stated, “Compassion brings us to a stop, and for a moment we rise above ourselves.”
Individuals, groups, and businesses came together to accomplish numerous acts of compassion last week.
These random acts of kindness made the world, for many furry companions, become a better place. The
people involved were not only from our immediate community, but spanned the United States. We may
never know the full names of all those involved. Even if we do not know the individuals, we do know that
they rallied together, not for gratitude, but out of concern and unbelievable compassion.
What were the unselfish acts that managed to bring some bright moments into lives that have known their
share of bleakness?
To begin with, our community came together to hold LIFT Tehama, an event which connected people in
need with various services. P.E.T.S. had the great honor of being one of the organizations involved. People
have pets and those pets are often the only forms of companionship on which they can depend.
Unfortunately, some cannot adequately provide everything required for the pets they adore. As a small
organization, we needed help to be able to assist them. The help came in ways and amounts that stunned
us. Donations of pet food and supplies rolled in. Volunteers from throughout the area dedicated a great
deal of personal time to do all that was required, without question or hesitation. As a result, over 150
animals were cared for because of everyone‟s selfless generosity. In addition, many other animals will
benefit this coming month from food and supplies not used during the event.
The second instance of the unselfish acts of the week was regarding an un-named injured stray mutt
brought into the Tehama County Animal Care Center. He had a fractured pelvis which, to fix, would
require expensive surgery, far beyond what the county budget could afford. In addition, his intensive
rehabilitation would require a dedicated foster home for a period of at least six months. His options were
extremely bleak. “Would anyone step in to help a nameless dog,” was the question of the hour. Quicker
than a lightning strike, word of his plight spread through counties and states. In less than 36 hours, a foster

came forth. Additionally, through the cooperative fund-raising efforts of organizations in Tehama and
Shasta Counties, over twenty-five hundred dollars was raised to pay for his specialized surgery. The funds
donated were by individuals, some of which live as distant as the state of Maine. Compassion for a noname stray reached a new level in Tehama County and I believe history was made.
Lastly, but no less impressive, were other random acts of kindness by assorted individuals. The Tehama
County Animal Care Center again found itself the recipient of a number of dogs obtained from a hoarding
situation. A local groomer heard about them and, without a moment‟s hesitation, stepped in to give them
the grooming they so urgently needed. Another citizen found puppies abandoned and much too young to
live without care. Acting quickly she gathered the tiny babies and brought them to the Center, thus
ensuring their survival.
In a world filled with troubles, we know that there will always be extreme acts of cruelty and abuse.
However, this past week we saw that one act of compassion, joined with multiple others, can improve lives.
And, for a moment, the world became a much brighter place.
Ronnie Casey is vice president of PETS — Providing Essentials for Tehama Shelter. She can be reached at
rmcredbluff@gmail.com. For more information about PETS, visit petstehama.org.

PETS: Tips on avoiding dog bites this Halloween
Red Bluff Daily News
UPDATED: 10/25/2014 07:33:22 AM PDT

Halloween can be a lot of fun for grownups and kids. For dogs, however, it may not be as amusing. Witches, goblins, and
ghosts can cause even the most docile dog to become terrified and react out of fear. Costumes can be exceedingly scary to our
canine companions. A frightened dog can easily perceive waving plastic toys as items that may hurt him. Therefore, bites can
occur when a dog believes they are defending themselves, and their home, from strange creatures.
Dogs do not have the ability to talk. They cannot verbalize to us when something is wrong. They can only use their body to try
to show us what they may be feeling. When dogs are scared, typically they will try to look small, cowering close to the ground
and tucking their tail between their legs. Some other things they might do include looking or turning slightly away, licking their
lips and yawning. In addition, their body and face will appear tense and rigid. Whenever they are afraid, most dogs would
prefer that which is scaring them to go away and leave them alone. However, if they feel trapped they will stand up for
themselves. When this happens their body stance will change whether they intend to charge, stand their ground or retreat.
Their hackles will go up and, at the same time, they will show their teeth and growl or bark. Being aware of the dogs' nonverbal language is a first step in avoiding problems.
If you are staying home with your pet, put the dog either in another room or in a crate away from the front door, and provide
a nice diversion like a tasty chew toy. Be sure to close the blinds so the dog cannot see who is outside. Consider also leaving a
TV or radio playing to help block out the sounds of people coming and going. For those dogs that bark every time the doorbell
rings, disconnecting it and watching for trick-or-treaters might also prove beneficial.
When you and children are trick-or-treating away from home and you hear or see a dog barking behind a door or fence,
consider avoiding that particular place if the owner and dog are not familiar. If you do approach, remember the animal may
not recognize anyone in costume. When we change the way we normally walk, talk, and act because of our Halloween
disguise, dogs do not understand. They can become easily frightened or very excited and wish to chase and grab an enticing
part of a costume. Either way, a bite can ensue.
The following are also a few easy pet safety rules parents can teach children for when they encounter any dog. "Quiet and
slow is always the way to go". When scared of a dog never run away, just move away quietly and slowly. In addition, "Don't

run and shout, it can freak dogs out". Running and shouting might cause a dog to chase or attack. Instead, stand like a tree.
Remain motionless while keeping your hands folded in front of you and looking at your feet. Chances are the animal will just
sniff a bit and wander away. "Don't tease and annoy, a dog's not a toy". Do not tease a dog by waving food or toys in front of
it. The dog might try to grab what is in front of its face and mistakenly hurt you. "Keep your face out of their space". Keep your
face away from a dog's teeth. Even if a dog does not want to bite, again, it can still unintentionally hurt you.
Many dogs, like their guardians, enjoy the holidays. Extra attention and treats can be doggie heaven. However, even the most
patient pooch can get their "knickers in a twist" when there is disruption in their normal routine. Taking a few precautions
during Halloween might help in making the holiday less stressful for Fido and more bite safe for everyone.
Hope you and all the members of your family have a very happy Halloween.
Ronnie Casey is vice president of PETS — Providing Essentials for Tehama Shelter. She can be reached at
rmcredbluff@gmail.com. For more information about PETS, visit petstehama.org.
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Halloween can be a lot of fun for grownups and kids. For dogs, however, it may not be as amusing. Witches,
goblins, and ghosts can cause even the most docile dog to become terrified and react out of fear. Costumes can
be exceedingly scary to our canine companions. A frightened dog can easily perceive waving plastic toys as
items that may hurt him. Therefore, bites can occur when a dog believes they are defending themselves, and
their home, from strange creatures.
Dogs do not have the ability to talk. They cannot verbalize to us when something is wrong. They can only use
their body to try to show us what they may be feeling. When dogs are scared, typically they will try to look small,
cowering close to the ground and tucking their tail between their legs. Some other things they might do include
looking or turning slightly away, licking their lips and yawning. In addition, their body and face will appear
tense and rigid. Whenever they are afraid, most dogs would prefer that which is scaring them to go away and
leave them alone. However, if they feel trapped they will stand up for themselves. When this happens their body
stance will change whether they intend to charge, stand their ground or retreat.
Their hackles will go up and, at the same time, they will show their teeth and growl or bark. Being aware of the
dogs' non-verbal language is a first step in avoiding problems.
If you are staying home with your pet, put the dog either in another room or in a crate away from the front door,
and provide a nice diversion like a tasty chew toy. Be sure to close the blinds so the dog cannot see who is
outside. Consider also leaving a TV or radio playing to help block out the sounds of people coming and going.
For those dogs that bark every time the doorbell rings, disconnecting it and watching for trick-or-treaters might
also prove beneficial.

When you and children are trick-or-treating away from home and you hear or see a dog barking behind a door
or fence, consider avoiding that particular place if the owner and dog are not familiar. If you do approach,
remember the animal may not recognize anyone in costume. When we change the way we normally walk, talk,
and act because of our Halloween disguise, dogs do not understand. They can become easily frightened or very
excited and wish to chase and grab an enticing part of a costume. Either way, a bite can ensue.
The following are also a few easy pet safety rules parents can teach children for when they encounter any dog.
"Quiet and slow is always the way to go". When scared of a dog never run away, just move away quietly and
slowly. In addition, "Don't run and shout, it can freak dogs out". Running and shouting might cause a dog to
chase or attack. Instead, stand like a tree. Remain motionless while keeping your hands folded in front of you
and looking at your feet. Chances are the animal will just sniff a bit and wander away. "Don't tease and annoy, a
dog's not a toy". Do not tease a dog by waving food or toys in front of it. The dog might try to grab what is in
front of its face and mistakenly hurt you. "Keep your face out of their space". Keep your face away from a dog's
teeth. Even if a dog does not want to bite, again, it can still unintentionally hurt you.
Many dogs, like their guardians, enjoy the holidays. Extra attention and treats can be doggie heaven. However,
even the most patient pooch can get their "knickers in a twist" when there is disruption in their normal routine.
Taking a few precautions during Halloween might help in making the holiday less stressful for Fido and more
bite safe for everyone.
Hope you and all the members of your family have a very happy Halloween.
Ronnie Casey is vice president of PETS — Providing Essentials for Tehama Shelter. She can be reached
at rmcredbluff@gmail.com. For more information about PETS, visit petstehama.org.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------PETS: Is pet insurance an answer?
Red Bluff Daily News
UPDATED: 10/18/2014 06:46:53 AM PDT
Last week we briefly touched on what actions to take when confronted with unaffordable veterinary expenses. With regard to
that article, PETS has compiled a list of resources that may be able to assist in emergencies. A copy will be e-mailed to you if
you contact rmcredbluff@gmail.com .
When it comes to our pets, many guardians will do whatever it takes to keep their pets healthy and happy, especially if those
animals become severely ill or injured. Though a pet parent wants to provide their companion with the best care possible,
sometimes the high costs can force a person to make not only a tough financial decision, but an exceedingly emotional one,
too.
Therefore pet parents, if able, should plan for the worst, because the worst can be horribly expensive. That is where pet
insurance can come in. Similar to one's own health insurance, it covers medical costs should your pet get sick or injured.
A search for pet insurance on the internet will reveal a multitude of companies. However, when researching which plan is the
best to meet your needs, you should know a few things. Not every insurance plan is the same. Some insurance plans will cover
an accident to your pet, but not an illness. Some plans will cover treatment for specific illnesses while others do not. When
deciding on a plan, first decide what you need to have covered.
While price plays a huge part in the decision, do not let it be the only factor. A low price may not be a bargain if the insurance
company denies a claim. Remember, cheaper policies tend to provide less coverage.

When a person has health insurance, the doctor typically invoices the insurance company first and then bills you after the
company pays what your plan covers. However, with pet insurance, you are responsible to pay the veterinary bill first and then
submit the claim to your insurance company for reimbursement. Pet insurance is not health insurance. It is a form of property
insurance. Whether a pet is property, or not, is a topic for another discussion.
It is important to remember that pre-existing conditions are not covered. Attempting to cover an existing condition would be
akin to buying insurance after an accident and having the insurance company pay for the damage.
Be sure to check if your insurer excludes or charges a greater premium for the breed of pet you have. Some breeds are predisposed to certain illnesses, which can cost the insuring companies more. Also, see if the insurance excludes any hereditary
conditions. In addition, be aware that some companies have age limits for coverage. Various companies are quite specific
about when insurance can start and at what age coverage ends. In addition, some companies will offer a discount if you are
planning to insure more than one pet with them.
Above all, make sure you understand what you are buying. Some policies cover only accidents, others cover accidents &
illness, and a few offer, along with accident and illness coverage, to cover preventative care. Occasionally, if you are willing to
pay extra, optional coverage is available to cover items such as drugs, dental care, and cancer treatments. Be sure to check
what the deductible is and what the maximum payment allowed for a specific illness or injury is.
Only you can determine if pet insurance is worth the premium paid. Remember, like any other insurance, it protects you from
large, unexpected vet bills. If the decision of choosing whether to go into debt or euthanizing your pet is one you would rather
not make, then pet insurance might be a viable alternative.
Ronnie Casey is vice president of PETS — Providing Essentials for Tehama Shelter. She can be reached at
rmcredbluff@gmail.com. For more information about PETS, visit petstehama.org.

PETS: Resources for those strapped by veterinary costs
By Ronnie Casey
UPDATED: 10/11/2014 06:41:29 AM PDT# COMMENTS
During this difficult economic period some people cannot afford to pay for their own health insurance. It is not surprising,
then, that they cannot insure their furry friends.
A number may have extremely limited means, so they are not going to give an animal priority over their family's necessities. It
is a sad but true reality. However, emergencies can and do happen. When a person is confronted with unaffordable veterinary
expenses there are actions that can be taken to assist in covering them.
If you are an existing client in good standing, a payment plan with your veterinarian might be agreed to, so the entire cost is
not required as an immediate payment. However, if you have never been to him or her before, do not expect an agreement to
a payment plan. Without previous history, most likely they will not want the possibility of being stuck with an unpaid bill. You
might also ask if providing a service for them would be accepted in lieu of cash.
Just as you might look around for the best pricing on everything from groceries to purchasing cars, there is no reason not to
get other quotes for services. It is not an uncommon medical practice when caring for human family members to obtain a
second opinion. The same can also be done for your pets.
We all know prescription medications can be exceedingly expensive. Therefore, do not hesitate to ask if any medications can
be obtained elsewhere in their generic form.

There are credit cards for veterinary care. Be sure to check with your veterinarian to see which is accepted and take care to
understand the card's terms. As a final note, be sure to discuss in detail not only the treatment but also the ultimate prognosis
of the pet with your veterinarian. If the crucial goals of the actions you plan to take are to preserve a good quality of life and to
avoid the prolonging of any suffering, then spending a great deal in certain instances may, unfortunately, not benefit your
beloved pet.
Ronnie Casey is vice president of PETS — Providing Essentials for Tehama Shelter. She can be reached at
rmcredbluff@gmail.com. For more information about PETS, visit petstehama.org.

PETS: What to do when you find a stray pet
By Ronnie Casey
UPDATED: 10/04/2014 07:20:06 AM PDT
Imagine that one of your dearest family members went missing. Chances are you would be frantic. For many, when
beloved pets disappear, it is no different for their guardians.
There are many reasons why an animal ends up lost and wandering alone. Those reasons and excuses can, and will,
be wonderful fodder for other articles. For now, we will talk about the kind soul who finds that lost, frightened
companion.
For those who have never lost a cherished animal, often the assumption is the animal was abandoned or the owner
was negligent in some fashion. In some instances we know this to be, unfortunately, very true. However, accidents
can and do happen. If the dog looks well taken care of, then someone is probably looking desperately for it. Though
it may appear neglected, it does not necessarily mean there is not a concerned owner. It may simply be that the
animal has been fending for itself for some time. As an example, recently a local dog who appeared dumped
reunited with its owner through the efforts of the person who found him. The facts were that the dog escaped out
of an enclosed yard and traveled over almost 4 miles of rugged, hostile terrain for nearly a month.
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To those who do find a dog and bring it home, please be aware that bringing the animal home does not mean it is
automatically yours. The case of "finders' keepers" does not apply. You cannot, and should not, immediately try to
rehome it. Again, remember there could be an owner who is desperately looking for their treasured pet.
If you do find a stray dog in Tehama County, you must, within 24 hours — 8 hours in City of Red Bluff — notify the
authorities.
In the city limits of Red Bluff, call the Red Bluff Police Department at 527-3131.
In the city limits of Corning, call the Corning Police Department at 824-7000.
Anywhere in Tehama County other than the above locations, call the Tehama County Sheriff's Office at 529-7900
Ext. 1.
After notifying authorities, if circumstances allow, the "finder" can hold the dog for a period of four days. During this
time, you are required to make every effort to locate the pet's guardian. Initially, the Tehama County Animal Care
Center (TCACC) at 1830 Walnut St., Red Bluff, 527-3439, is to be notified and provided with your name, phone
number, the location where the animal was found and a description of it, along with any other form of identification

or markings the dog might have. This information is then posted on TCACC's lost and found bulletin board. In
addition, the animal is to be brought in and scanned for a microchip at either TCACC or a local veterinarian.
Other means to find the owner is to contact "Lost and Found" websites such as:
Lost and Found Craigslist at http://redding.craigslist.org/laf/, Facebook pages for PETS
https://www.facebook.com/PETSTehama, Lost & Found Pets...Northern California at
https://www.facebook.com/groups/271616759564787/ and 530 Lost & Found Pets at
https://www.facebook.com/groups/239603959533526/.
At all times, be aware that if you take in the stray you are responsible to provide the animal with care and humane
treatment. Only after the required hold period and the owner has not been located are you allowed to keep him or
her or try to find a new home for the dog.
A final word of advice, if you are uncertain about whether or not to help the stray animal you see, think of what you
would want someone to do if he or she found your animal lost, alone and possibly injured.
Lastly, be honest with yourself in answering the following: Am I willing to bring a new dog into my household? Am I
willing to return this animal to its original home if the owner is found? If your answer is "no" to either of these
questions, then either take the animal directly to the Tehama County Animal Care Center or contact the appropriate
Police/Sheriff Department for assistance as soon as possible.
Ronnie Casey is vice president of PETS — Providing Essentials for Tehama Shelter. For more information about PETS,
visit petstehama.org.
Please note: this is a follow up question, answered by PETS for a question asked in relation to this article: The
question: If a stray is found, is there a charge from the shelter to turn it in: Answer: If it is a stray, then there is no
charge… if it is an owner release, there is a charge… where the fine line happens is if someone does find an animal
and DOES NOT notify the appropriate people (including the shelter) keeps the animal past 5 days (like a few
weeks, month, etc.,) and then decides to bring it in as a stray… chances are it will be considered an owner release…
and they will be charged…
In addition, if it is not a stray and deemed an owner release, the shelter does not have to accept it… there is a
waiting list on cats (sometimes it has taken months) and depending on how full the shelter is… can be a waiting
list for dogs…)

PETS: Tehama County's connection with animals
By Ronnie Casey
UPDATED: 09/27/2014 07:00:01 AM PDT0 COMMENTS
We live in a rural area and animals, whether domestic or wild, are commonplace. I truly think most people care about the
animals with which they live. I also believe that the people within our local community have an active interest in not only the
welfare of its domesticated animal population, but also about the organizations dedicated to helping those very animals.

In Tehama County, we have two small shelters attempting to do big things, the Tehama County Animal Care Center, at 1830
Walnut St. in Red Bluff and the Corning Animal Shelter, at 312 Rawson Road, Corning. Both of these public shelters are and
have been trying desperately to save the lives of as many of the abused, homeless, and neglected animals that come into their
doors as they possibly can.
In addition, volunteer organizations, such as PETS — Providing Essentials for Tehama Shelter — and Second Chance Pet Rescue
have been created with the purpose to support not only these two shelters respectively, but to be active participants in the
local community providing guidance and education to its residents about the animals with which they live.
Additionally, it is my feeling that people as a rule want to do what is right and needed and given an opportunity will get
involved. A fact revealed by the many concerned citizens and businesses who have contributed both time and funds to assist
in reuniting, rehoming and rescuing the overwhelming amount of lost, found or abandoned pets in Tehama County.
Our wonderful county, however, does have its share of problems and difficulties with regard to various issues as they pertain
to domesticated animals. The only way to begin to address them is if the majority of residents are aware these situations even
exist. So as I sat at my keyboard, wondering what to write about in this first column, it occurred to me that this and future
articles should help not only those that are already in the trenches fighting uphill battles of animal injustice. But to those not
already immersed in animal welfare, they should provide relevant information regarding local concerns of animal well-being
and what constitutes responsible pet ownership.
However, if this column is to be truly pertinent, then there is no one better than you, the reader, to let me know what you are
truly interested in. Therefore, I actively encourage anyone reading, to email me at rmcredbluff@gmail.com and tell me. What
is it that you would like to know more about?
Each one of us can make a positive difference in the lives of the animals existing around us. Sometimes the smallest action, like
asking a question, can begin to influence a change. I will look forward to hearing from you.
Ronnie Casey is vice president of PETS — Providing Essentials for Tehama Shelter. For more information about PETS, visit
petstehama.org.

Tehama County's Division of Animal
Services: Did you know?
Special to the Daily News
UPDATED: 02/03/2013 08:49:19 AM PST

Often we reside in an area and may not be aware of information available, rules and regulations, resources, etc.
Since this section is about pets, it might be beneficial to provide a portion of what Tehama County's Division of
Animal Services www.co.tehama.ca.us and the Tehama County Sheriff's Office (http://tehamaso.org) have
posted regarding being a responsible pet owner in Tehama County.
Below is a shortened list of ordinances and answers to some common questions. In addition, any ordinance
may be further researched at municode.com and additional information may be obtained from the Tehama
County Animal Care Center located at 1830 Walnut Street, Red Bluff. Office hours are 8 a.m. to noon and 1-5
p.m. Monday through Saturday.
7.08.010 No person shall own or keep any dog over four months of age within the unincorporated area of the
county unless such dog is licensed.
Application for a dog license shall be made to the Tehama County Animal Care Center (if you live in the city

limits of Red Bluff or Corning, license will be accomplished in those cities) by the owner of the dog and is to be
licensed no later than thirty days after the acquisition of the dog. For spayed females or neutered males the
license fee is $10, with a senior discount it is $8 and unaltered dogs are $25 for the license.
7.08.030 Vaccination is required for license. The director shall not issue any dog license under this chapter
without presentation of a certificate of vaccination signed by a veterinarian showing an approved rabies
vaccination and the period from the date of vaccination to the date of expiration.
7.25.050 Dogs running at large. No person shall permit a dog to run at large from private property owned by
the owner of such dog, or from private property to which said owner has a right of possession. Dogs must be
restrained by substantial leash and under physical control of its owner, anytime they leave the property.
If an owner loses a pet, they can check with Tehama County Animal Care Center. The penalty fee for impounded
animals when claimed by the owner is $40 and $6 a day boarding fee for every day the animal is in the shelter.
Additional fees for licensing could apply before the animal is released. Requested impoundment animals may
be brought into the Care Center Tuesday through Thursday only on a space available basis. There is a fee of
$20.00 for both dogs and cats.
7.08.130 Dog ownership. No person shall own or keep more than five dogs over the age of four months on any
lot or premises as a private dog owner. This shall require either a commercial or hobby kennel or working dog
license.
A FEW FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS:
Q: I do not have a fenced yard. Can I tie my dog to a tree or post while I am gone?
A: A dog is not allowed to be tethered to any item for more than 3 hours in a 24-hour period. They should also
have access to water and shelter when needed while tethered.
Q: I take my dog everywhere with me. Is it okay that I leave the dog in the car while I run into the store?
A: No person shall leave or confine an animal in any unattended motor vehicle under conditions that endanger
the health or well-being of any animal due to heat, cold, lack of adequate ventilation, lack of food or water, or
other circumstances that could reasonably be expected to cause suffering, disability, or death of the animal.
Q: I found a stray, whom do I call?
A. For STRAY DOGS call : The Red Bluff Police Department - 530-527-3131, in the city limits of Red Bluff; The
Corning Police Department - 530-824-7000, in the city limits of Corning; and anywhere else in Tehama County
other than the above two cities, The Tehama County Sheriff's Office- 530-529-7900 ext. 1
For STRAY CATS: Cats are unregulated in Tehama County and as such, no agency will pick the cat up. The
Tehama County Animal Care Center will accept cats for a requested impounded fee. With very limited space at
the Care Center, there is a waiting list bring them in. To be added to the waiting list or to ask further questions
about turning the cat in, call the Tehama County Animal Care Center (530-527-3439).
Q: Are there opportunities to volunteer at the Tehama County Animal Care Center?
A: If interested in volunteering, contact the Tehama County Animal Care (530-527-3439).

