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P.E.T.S.
 By Ronnie Casey

Sometimes all it takes is a few individuals 
who have a common desire to make life a bit 
better for those in need. Such was the start 
of the P.E.T.S. organization. During the fall 
of 2010, little did anyone realize that a brief 
trip to an animal sanctuary by a previous 
manager of the Tehama County Animal Care 
Center and Sharon Russell would start a ripple 
of compassion which, to this day, expands 
ever outward.

In early December of that same year, Sharon 
asked two others to join her in her vision of 
a better tomorrow for helpless animals. This 
small gathering of friends, with few resources 
and even less community support, set out to 
improve the lives of the overwhelming number 
of creatures entering the shelter. With gritty 
resolve this core group sought out other like-
minded volunteers and, by February 2011, they 
had formed a Board of Directors, wrote Articles 
of Incorporation and obtained 501(c)3 tax-
exempt status. The P.E.T.S. (Providing Essentials 
for Tehama Shelter) organization was now 

ready and determined to focus its efforts on 
helping animals.

The original primary goal of P.E.T.S. was to 
assist the underfunded public Tehama County 
Animal Care Center (TCACC) in providing 
responsible and compassionate care to all 
animals housed within its facility. To this day, 
P.E.T.S. continues to strive to fulfill its initial 
mission to improve the welfare of animals in the 
shelter, to aid in the medical care for the many 
injured and ailing animals that arrive at TCACC 
and to purchase equipment and supplies that 
the limited county budget cannot afford. 

In 2016, 467 animals traveled the highways, 
thanks to P.E.T.S. volunteers utilizing their 
own vehicles. Often without concern for 
reimbursement, these caring individuals 
transported animals from TCACC to 
collaborative rescues throughout California 
and other states, in order that there would 
be increased opportunities for adoption. In 
addition, they drove with unfailing regularity 
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to the UC Davis School of Veterinary 
Medicine so that shelter animals could receive 
specialized care.

Ending companion pet homelessness in 
Tehama County is a steadfast goal. P.E.T.S. 
realizes that to reach the objective, new 
innovative approaches must be undertaken. 
Therefore, they have developed and funded 
a variety of programs and events to pave the 
way for increased adoptions at TCACC. One is 
the “Senior for a Senior” program. An avenue 
designed to facilitate the adoption of difficult 
to place senior pets by senior residents on 
fixed income who are unable to afford the fees 
required for a companion animal. This valuable 
program discounts adoption fees to $20.00 for 
senior dogs, and $0.00 for senior cats. With the 
“Everyone Needs a Hero” program the spay/
neuter and rabies fees of any animal adopted 
by fire or law enforcement personnel working 
within Tehama County, including volunteer 
staff, is paid by P.E.T.S. Additionally, numerous 

P.E.T.S.-hosted events, such as “Home for 
the Holidays” and “Free Cat Fridays”, when 
combined with the aforementioned programs, 
facilitated the adoption of 161 animals of the 
576 adopted last year through TCACC.

Everyone involved with P.E.T.S. feels strongly 
that pets are a lifetime commitment and are 
deserving of a safe and loving home. They 
feel that pets can help make us better people, 
and have the ability to strengthen the family 
unit. As an indirect result, they also believe, 
communities are improved and the world 
around becomes a healthier, more pleasant 
place to live. P.E.T.S. also understands that in 
order to transform unfortunate lives of animals, 
they must also address and find solutions to 
the causes of their admission to the shelter. 
Finding answers for a multitude of animal issues 
is never easy. Nevertheless, the organization 
firmly believes cumulative small steps in the 
right direction can eventually solve seemingly 
unsurmountable large problems. 
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P.E.T.S. volunteers actively participate in local 
community events like L.I.F.T. and Community 
Action Agency Tailgate giveaways when 
resources allow. They were particularly fortunate 
in having the Walmart Distribution Center 
(WDC) assist them in their endeavors over the 
last few years. With the contributions of WDC 
and many other dedicated individuals, P.E.T.S. 
instituted the “Feasting on Kindness” program 
to address one of the common reasons that 
people surrender their beloved pets to the 
shelter. The program provides pet food to low 
income families, in order for them to keep 
their furry companions during difficult times. 
Through collaboration and engagement with 
other Tehama County non-profit organizations, 
government agencies, community food centers 
and churches of all faiths, P.E.T.S., this past year, 
was able to supply over 4,000 pounds of pet 
food to those in need.

By improving the relationship between people 
and companion pets, the quality of life for all 
improves and the chances of pet retention in 
the home increases. To support responsible 
pet ownership P.E.T.S. provides educational 
materials to introduce the higher ideals of 
compassion toward pets and people, and to 
promote the control of pet over-population. 
Through its social media outlets, its website 
and news column, and community awareness 
events, P.E.T.S. serves as a pet-care resource for 
community members, addressing concerns and 
providing pertinent information as needed. The 
public, including local youths, are encouraged 
to volunteer with the organization and work 
together to achieve its goal. The intent is 
to empower individuals to stand up for the 
humane treatment of animals. 

How, you might ask, does an organization 
like P.E.T.S. accomplish everything? One must 
understand, to appreciate the scope of the 
achievements thus far, that P.E.T.S. receives 
no federal, state, or local funding. Everything 
undertaken is the result of donations, 
fundraising efforts, and the hard work 
performed by extremely committed volunteers. 

No one person can do everything. A truly 
successful organization is the product of 
teamwork and requires the direction of people 
with varied skills and talents who share a firm 
dedication to the group’s ultimate purpose. 
The P.E.T.S. governing Board of Directors is 
that team. They are truly committed to the 
organization’s goal of improving the welfare 
and creating public awareness of all the 
abandoned, neglected, and abused animals in 
Tehama County. They are skilled business and 
professional people who volunteer to provide 
strategy to the organization. 

Founding member and current President, 
Sharon Russell, a native Californian, raised 
in Tehama County on a cattle ranch, has 
steadfastly grown P.E.T.S. from its humble 
beginnings to an organization with a strong 
reputation and presence. She is the P.E.T.S. 
lead spokesperson and goodwill ambassador 
within the community. Her love for animals 
and her vision of no more homeless animals in 
Tehama County are the compelling forces for 
her tireless devotion. 

Vice President Ronnie Casey’s prior work 
experience includes senior management 
positions in nursing, marketing, and business 
operations. She adores animals of all 
types and enjoys working with the Board 
members, the shelter, and the volunteers 
on innovative ways to help companion pets 
and increase community awareness of animal 
related matters. 

Treasurer since 2014 and third-generation Red 
Bluff native, Stephen Frey’s experience with 
his family’s accounting firm brings the financial 
expertise necessary to insure the fiscal and 
legal health of the organization. Detail oriented, 
he focuses strongly on P.E.T.S. financial 
planning and long-term stability.

Nellie Barber, since retiring as Emergency 
Services Coordinator assigned to Tehama, 
Glenn, and Colusa Counties for the State of 
California Office of Emergency Services, has 
put her organizational skills to use as Board 
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Secretary. Driven by her compassion for all 
animals, her greatest reward is making a 
difference in their lives at a local level.

Everett McDonough, holds an M.B.A., and is a 
retired Senior Vice President of Security Pacific 
Corporation. With his extensive professional 
background in finance, analytics, operations, 
and banking, as a valued Board member he 
consistently provides a constructive voice, 
keeping the Board on its toes and at its best.

Board member and P.E.T.S. “Feasting on 
Kindness” program coordinator, ten-year 
resident Clarissa Ortner, brings her desire 
to keep animals out of the shelter to the 
P.E.T.S. website she designed. Building a site 
packed with multiple features, she hopes that 
the public will turn to it for information and 
humane education.

Board member Samantha Haman is part 
of a three-generation family-owned walnut 
grower and processor in Tehama County. With 
her strong ties to the community, hands-on 
attitude, and experience in production, she is 
the go-to leader of P.E.T.S. events.

P.E.T.S. path has not deviated since three 
individuals sat down together seven years 
ago. To all the volunteers involved it has 
been a labor of love. The organization has 
always been about doing the right thing for 
animals who cannot speak for themselves. 
P.E.T.S. gives the animals a voice. For everyone 
involved, each adoption into a loving home 
represents victory. For every spay and neuter 
done, another generation of unwanted animals 
is prevented. For every individual reached 
with lessons of compassion and caring for the 
animals, another chance to end abuse and 
cruelty occurs. P.E.T.S.’ efforts have not only 
helped many of the community’s creatures, 
but they have also built strong alliances of 
people who care about animals. The ripple 
of compassion put into motion on that short 
trip in 2010 continues to grow. And, for the 
animals of Tehama County, that is what P.E.T.S. 
is all about! 
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